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Midgets Tom-Thumb It to H’wood; | 
Lower-Case Thesps’ Film Gold Rush 


22, 1905 


1938, 


, 


Lantana 





Hollywood, May 3. 


Feonomists will tell you that no- 
body profits by a war, but midget 
actors know better. As a result of a 
fight in the film colony, a swarm of 
Tom Thumb thespians is headed for 
Hollywood to thrive on the spoils of 
conflict. 


Closed Shop on ‘Ams’ 


American Federation af Ac- 
tors is factetiously considering to 
demand a closed shop for ‘ama- 
teurs’ on the Major Bowes 
programs. 

Although still using the tyro 





Not since vaudeville skidded off front, program is very pro, 
the map have the half-pint folks employing many former ex- 
been so jubilant. Like 49ers of old vaudevillians, as the supply of 
they hasten hither, lured by the bona fide ams becomes increas- 
promise of gold in them Beverly ingly thin. 

Hills. 











je) 


It began peacefully enough when a + . 
producer conceived the idea of = ARNY COMM 
western film with an all-dwarf cast. | 


Corralling all the lower-case per- | 
formers in sight, he dickered with a | 
distributing company and all went | 
well until the company found out | 
he was angling for other releasing 
outlets. 

Presently the midget idea devel- | 
oped into twins, with two produc- 
tion firms hunting tiny talent in the 


TIME 


TIEUP; FIRST 





| among the 





world’s agencies. Producer No. 1 ‘maicnnia 
discovered he had looked over the 
heads of a lot of little folks. Scent-| The Beckmann & Garety Shows, | 


ing the profits of war, they popped | two trains of equipment, has sold 


. 5 i osu “or telds. j ‘lusive commercial sponsorship 
up in midwestern corn fields, in| &X¢ d ae 
Alpine dells and Scandinavian | for 1938 to the Nevlo Co. of San} delivered. 
fjords | Antonio (‘Nevlo For Nerves’). Spon-| 


As far away as the African jun- | sorship will consist of tieups using | 
gles the glad tidings throbbed from 
tribe to tribe via tom-tom broadcast. 
Blubberlipped Ubangi  Liliputians | 
packed their spare g-strings for a 
trip to the Land of Celluloid, a| 
stranger community thar Gulliver 


car crash stunt driver; Nancy Miller, | 


of Gay Paree; Eddie’s Beef Trust and 
other personalities, such as aerial- 


snake charmers who must have 


(Continued on page 12) 
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S. A. and U. §. Quizzical 
Over Number of German 


Ops in Latin-Am. Radio 


Rio de Janeiro, May 3. 
Officials of various South Ameri- 


good night’s sleep, because tomorrow 
is Just another day. 

Neon signs will be erected in the 
key locations and the 44 carnival 
| wagons will carry Nevlo signs and 
| advertising slogans. 

Last year Beckmann 





’ & Garety 
Shows used 47 radio stations, played 
eight midwestern State Fairs, nu- 
merous big cities and many individ- 
ual towns. On all their radio broad- 
casts ‘Nevlo For Nerves’ was 
plugged, directing listeners to a drug 
ean republics and the State Depart-| tie-up in each locality. as well as 
ment of the United States are re-| asking for $1 in the mail. This year 
ported as having lately become at least 60 radio stations will be 
aware of a fact previously escaping used and Nevlo is to receive a mini- 
general notice. This is that a large) mum of six quarter-hour broadcasts. 


neers who operate radio stations on UNCLE SANS ESCORT 
SERVICE; IT’S CUFFO 


this continent. 

It is understood that inquiries are 
being made from several directions 
to establish if this is mere c 


yincl- 


dence. Also to ascertain just how 

extensive the penetration of German U. S. government is unconsciously 

technicians in vital broadcast con- participating in a supply of yigolos 

trol-spots is at present, for parties via CCC boy sack-to- 
European efforts to divert South nature kiddies are on call for shin- 

American markets away from the digs of influentials in locales of the 


camps when femmes predominate. 


United States exporters and the new 


bombardment of radio propaganda Trick is for a social matron or 
from Germany, Italy and Great hubby to call a local CCC chief, who 
Britain. via shortwave has given is usually an army ojificer and re- 
everything a new social-economic quest a number of boys with back- 
significance. Two years ago the fuct | ground, etc Rolls include many 
that German engineers manned college grads, former medicos, et al., 
many input panels of r adio statior 190 found vit tough and took to 
would probably not have excited the Federal fpdder. It i nice night 
ny suspicion even had the fa yecen |out for the boy ind on-t it fo 
ih ted, the pal i i 


carnival people like Zeke Shumway, ; #0n elements involved, such as cast | 


| a 
ists, motordrome riders, barkers and | Counterfeiting On 


steady nerves and who must have a'! 
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DEARTH UF 8 


PCTS A WORRY 


Warm Weather Requires 
Stronger Product—Trade 
Visualizes Little of Socko | 
Proportions in the Next | 


Two Months 


MORE CLOSINGS? 
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Borscht Belt Now a Big Talent 
Outlet; AFA and AFM Take Notice 





° _— 
Legit ‘Mixing’ 
A Pennsy summer - stock 
is emulating the borscht circuit 
Producer wants his acting crew 
to ‘mix’ with guests of hotel and 
resort sections of enterprise. 
Married, engaged and other- 
wise ‘occupied’ legiters are 
turned away as prospects, ac- 
cording to sources. Manage- 
ment figures thespians lose part 





With grosses dipping and the 
warm weather arriving, no one is| 
hazarding a guess as to what the! 


summer is going to bring over and 
above the usual seasonal decline at} 
the boxoffice. However, grave con-| 
cern is felt for what looks like a} 
dangerous weakness in product up| 
to July 1. Based on the best study | 
of the situation, theatre operating 
opinion is that only six to eight pic- 
tures look like anything at all} 
releases promised the 
next two months. Some of these 
may be bigger than _ anticipated, 
while on the other hand some may 
not be as good as hoped for at this 
time. Also, they may not all be 


Analysis of pictures on release to 
July 1, consideration of the produc- 


(Continued on page 48) 


Rise, U. §. OK’s Radio 
Programs to Curb It 





| 


| 


U. S. Department of the Treasury | 
has given permission to the Federal | 
Theatre Radio Division to use stuff | 
from its Secret Service bureau files | 
for a series of dramatizations carded | 
to start soon over CBS, 

First time for S. S. to do so, and | 
outfit has always spurned films. J. | 
Edgar’s Hoover's Federal Bureau of | 





Investigation has always rebuffed | 
overtures made by radio and films | 
for tie-ups, which involve either | 
form of entertainment delving into} 
files. 

O. K. granted to Federal Theatre | 
tadio group came as a result of the | 
‘ffort Secret Serv making to in- } 
form the general public of the rapid | 
‘ro 1 oO ‘ounterfeiting racket 

the U. S. Dramatizatior will be 
yuilt up around the precept that the 
wcket doesn’t pay, and will also en- 
I:ghten § listener ym how to help 
wart Fie provided by the 

> &. 1 il tha 1914, $67,731 in 
ysunterfeit coin wa seized by the} 
rovernment $263,970 in 1922, and 

1,292.239 1934 Dep yy Years 
ave given npet to the rack 

Anschluss’ Theme Song 
V i lay 3 | 

F ) ) tr Berlin- | 
V i 2 ; ‘Sold i 

| Berlin, Girl from Vienna.’ 


of their appeal, with 
quent poor b.o. results when 
their socializing limitations are 
known, 


LONE RANGER’S 
RECORD HIGH 
SIDELINES 


a 


conse- 











George W. Trendle, owner of 
‘Lone Ranger’ rights, is working on 
a deal to put the radio-film char- 
acter on a p.a, tour. Trendle is a 
Paramount partner and theatre oper- 


ator in Michigan, besides being a 
Detroit radio exec, Deal, along with 
a flock of others ranging from a 


cartoon strip, a possible circus stint, 
a 42-station radio tieup and the tak- 
ing of transcription rights by Na- 
tional Broadcasting Co., for the 
south, Canada and Australia, makes 
it an alltime peak for 
growing from a show biz 


sidelines 
yriginal, 
heard three 


Program is times 


| weekly on 42 stations of the Mutual 


rr} 


his week 


iption 1 


System, NBC contracted 
for transec ights to blanket 
south and southwest where program 
is not heard, Will also be sold for 
(Continued on page 61) 
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Resort hotel entertainment biz has 
outgrown the borscht bowl. It is 
now recognized as a lucrative field 
for professionals, and as one of the 
few remaining proving grounds and 
break-ins. No longer limited to the 
mountain vicinity of lower New 
York, the territory now spreads 
around a 300-mile radius, embracing 
more than 10,000 hotels and camps of 
varying size in New York, New Jerc- 
sey, Pennsylvania, Connecticut, Mas- 
sachusetts and New Hampshire, and 
employs unestimated thousands of 
performers. With newly acquired 
semi-dignity, circuit has grown com- 
mensurately in salary values and pro- 
duction efforts with names now im- 
portant and budgets exceeding $12,000 
for a 10-week season, starting June 
1. Does not include Decoration Day 
weekend, an added take, 

Growth of the circuit is seen in the 
| cognizance that unions have taken 

xf the matter, and introduction of 
| large-scale offices into the field. The 
American Federation of Actors and 
the American Federation of Mu- 
sicians have already started organi- 
zational aims. AFM has set mini- 
mums ranging from $18 to $35, while 
AFA’s plans are still in the making 
Major offices of Fanchon & Marco. 
William Morris, and Music Corp. of 

(Continued on page 139) 


$500,000 FEE FOR FAIR 
REST ROOM CONCESSION 


Retiring room concession for New 
York’s World’s Fair of 1939 is said 
to have been sold for more thar 
$500,000, after it was reported tha 
a bid of $100,000 under that 
had been declined. Estimates are 
there will be some 8,090 comfort 
rooms in an unnamed number of 
spots on the fair grounds 

Admission to comfort stations wilt 
be by coin slot turnstiles, as at the 
‘Chicago fair, 





















PHIL SPITALNY 
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THE HOUR OF CHARM 


MUSIC THAT LINGERS ON 


PERMANENT ADDRESS 
CENTRAL HOTEL, NEW YORK 
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Gaumont-British Hot on 1 Deal 
To Take Over Grand National 


Exchanges; May Produce 1 in U. S. 


A deal is well under way, which 
may be closed before June 1, under 
which Gaumont-British would ac- 


quire the entire exchange system of 
Grand National and, as part of the 
plan, arrange to act as sales-releasing 
agency for pictures that would be 
turned out by producers and artists 
on the GN roster. In addition to 
regular features, these would include 


a series of stern with Tex Ritter. 

Progress reported on the take- 
over of GN although for some weeks 
E. W. Hammons, president of Edu- 
cational, and Nat Levine, Coast pro- 
ducer, have been discussing plans to 
take control of GN. The Hammons- 
Levine negotiations are now looked 
upon as cold, following the turn cf 
events which brought GB into the 
Grand National picture. GN is in 
process of reorganization under 77B 
of the bankruptcy act but, after 
considerable lull, is now getting re- 
leases rolling again. 

With GB reported to have suf- 
ficient financing arrangements ready 
to carry through on acquisition of 
the GN distribution system, this in 
turn providing GB with its own ex- 
changes for the first time, the deal 
is in the hands of lawyers for both 
sides. Arthur Lee, v.p. of GB, now 
attending regional sales meetings of 
the company, ending in Denver 
Friday (6), goes on to the Coast 
from there for weekend discussions | 
on the GN matter. He will fly back | 
to New York, reaching latter under 
plans Tuesday (10). 

GB, which is selling 24 pictures for 
the coming (1938-39) season, might 
have another 24 carrying the GN 
trade-mark to merchandise if the 
present deal goes through. The 24 
GB is now announcing will all be 
made in England and unlikely that 
GB itself would enter production on 
the Coast, although it would sell a 
number yet to be decided that'd be 
turned out under GN facilities at the 
old Educational studio, under lease 
by GN from Hammons. 


we 


Los Angeles, May 3. 

Deal whereby Nat Levine and Earl 
W. Hammons would take over Grand 
National has gone cold. Under the 
negotiations, if consummated, Levine 
would have produced company’s fea- 
tures and Hammons the short prod- 
uct at the Educational studios, but 
this could not be worked out, follow- 
ing Levine’s return from the east 
last week. 

Under the proposed setup, Gau- 
month-British was to have been in- 
terested with Hammons and Levine 
to the extent of financing all Grand 
National exchanges in this country. 

G-B product currently is being re- 
leased in the United States through 
20th-Fox, agreement expiring at the 
close of the 1937-38 season. While 
on Coast recently( Arthur Lee, v.p. 
ot G-B, and its titular American 
head, made a survey of the GN setup. 

Back of G-B’s move would be the 
establishment of a production unit 
in Hollywood, to make a series of 
nominally priced features. 

Understood here that GN trustees 
are opposed to any plan whereby 
company’s exchanges would be sold 
outright. Trustees feel that com- 
pany’s sole chance for continuing is 
through its distribution outlet, and 
new production deals are continuing 
io be negotiated for reiease. 





Edward Alperson, Grand National 
president, is in Chicago for confer- 
ences with Ben Henry of Associated 
British Filin Distributors, the or- 
Zanization handling GN product in 
Great Britain, 

Henry came to America to line up 
édditional films for the new 


season, 








Radio Singers in Short 
Five 
Gebvis 
maki 
z. 4 


radio singers make their film 
in a short Paramount starts 

Thursday (4) at Astoria, 
Five are Jean Ellington, Benay 


ng 





Venuta, Hollace Shaw, Nan Wynn 
and Betty Hutton. 

Vincent Lopez’ orch will  back- 
ground two-reeler, which will be, 
tagged ‘Queens of the Air.” Will be 
released July 1. 

Ex-Producer 
Hollywood, May 3 


Columbia has dropped Nat Perrin 


from its production staff after mak- | 


ing one picture, ‘Start Cheering.’ 
He was formerly on the studio 
writing staff. 


¢———_————_- 


WHO IS WHICH? 


Attorney Sues Actor, Who Says He’s 





An Agent 
Hollywood, May 3. 

Difference between an attorney 
and an agent is the main point in- 
volved in the case of Roger Mar- 
chetti vs. Paul Cavanaugh, current 
in superior court. 

Marchetti recently sued Cava- 
naugh, actor, claiming $5,595 due for 
legal services. Cavanaugh’s unique 





defense is that Marchetti represented 
| himself as a duly qualified agent and 
is therefore entitled to only 10% of 
the actor’s earnings over a specified 


period. 
This is believed to be the first 
time in local court history that an 


attorney has acted as a screen play- 
er's agent and then tried to collect 
for legal services. 


U. S. Protection 
For Kid Actors 
Proposed in D.C. 


Washington, May 3 





| Christenberry’s 
| price window sills? A good time was 


Federal protection for kid actors | 


was proposed last week as another 
repercussion of the headline-produc- 
ing Jackie Coogan case. 

Following the lead of California 
state lez slators, Representative Ray- 
mond Cannon, Wisconsin Democrat, 
offered a bill designed ‘to protect 
and conserve the earnings of child 
actors and actresses in the movies.’ 
He’s the same lawmaker who wanted 
a couple of years back to ban ship- 
ment of films in which persons with 
unwholesome characters appear. 

Bill embodies much the same 
philosophy as had been adopted by 
California judges, but would make 


both distributors and_ exhibitors 
guilty if producers did not take the 
necessary steps to safeguard mop- 
pets’ compensation. 


Would be unlawful to ship or show 
any picture in which a kid per- 
former participated unless a Fed- 


|for gamblers to get all 


| hit 


eral guardian has been named to ex- | 


ercise ‘complete control and man- 
agement’ over the yuongster’s estate 
until he beocmes of age. 
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By JACK OSTERMAN 

| Well, we had a bad cold and so to 
| bed; after all, if Cantor could 
\2 broadcast we could miss a column. 
We recovered just time to see 
our daughter have tonsils re- 


miss 


in 
her 


ee a moved, so take it easy Grace Moore, 


between the two of us Doc Ruskin 
had a busy week. We hit the street 


'just in time to see Broadway turned 


into St. Charles street during Mardi 
Gras week in New Orleans. We re- 
fer, of course, to the Motorcade pre- 
view parade of the World's Fair last 


Saturday. Looked pretty good to 
us, and we hope the Fair is held | 
ovel If it isn’t a hit they can call | 
it the Whalen Wall. Jack Demp- | 
sey was represented four times in 
the parade; in fact it was beginning 
to look like Dempsey's Fair for a 
minute until six Western Union 


floats broke up the routine with one 
Postal Telegraph for a chaser. There 
was one representing blossom time, 
proving the Shuberts were not to be 
left out. Even the Fuller brush man 
drove by with no door to knock on, 
and there were enough Mack trucks 


on hand to move three ‘Eternal 
Roads!” 
Babe Ruth and Uncle Don drove 


majestically by as the people by this 


time were nearly falling out of Bob | 


Astor ..otel. 


had by all, as that new saying goes. 

Our Mother's birthday is 
row, and we are trying to borrow 
Jessel’s phone to call her up. Con- 
grats Katie. Come to think of it, 
those radio calls of Georgie’s cer- 
tainly cut down on his expenses, and 
speaking of money Willie Howard 
told us yesterday, ‘It took 35 years 
my money; 
wasn't I-stubborn? 


Thoughts While Thinking 

Suggested theme song for Jackie 
Coogan, ‘Mother, Can You Spare a 
Dime”’...The Repsressa Telegram, 
organ of Folsom pen (no pun in- 
tended), and a very interesting 
too, sends us the paper weekly which 
this week includes, ‘Hitler will die 
on a Jewish holiday. If it doesn't 
happen to be one, they'll make 
one.” 

We got a load of ‘Test Pilot’ 
the Capitol.. 
air sick. Liked the part where Gable 
gave away 10 grand...say with his 
salary he can do it! Funny, but we 


at | 


What | 


tomor- | 





Piacinecectanians. May 4, 1938 


| Here We Are Again, Dr! Washington Again Hears Rumblings 


~ Of an Anti-Trust Probe Against Pix 





Washington, May 3. 
Launching of the long-threatened | 
‘anti-trust proceeding against the film | 


| industry was regarded as possible in 


| monopoly message to Congress. 


| quest for $200,000 deficiency appro- | 


| 


political quarters this week now that 
President Roosevelt has sent his 
Re- 


priation for the Justice Department 
was seen as a portent that the pic- 


| ture business may soon face a major 


charge of conspiracy to violate the 
| Sherman act } and be haled before a 


Dietrich Jos 
Von Sternberg 
Kiss n Make Up 


With Joseph von Sternberg as 
production chief, Marlene Dietrich 
will form her own film producing 


company in England. Actress sailed 
for London April 27 and will re- 
turn here again before actual British 
operation to work for 20th-Fox and 


| Columbia in a couple of pictures. 


Financing is entirely Miss Die- 
trich’s, according to actress. Ap- 
| parently her differences with von 
Sternberg have been patched up 


rag, | 


and pair will resume as a team. Will 
probably get going in London early 
next winter. Studios and distribu- 
tion tieup are not set yet. 


SAILINGS 





June 24 (New York to London) 
Louis H. Chalif Co. (New Amster- 
dam). 

May 23 (London to New York) 
| Wiere Bros. (Bremen). 

May 21 (New York to Buenos 


| Aires) Ezio Pinza 
it | 


so many flights we got | 


‘Southern Cross). 


May 18 (New York to London) 
Barry O’Brien, Lew Gensler (Nor- 
| mandie). 

May 12 (New York to Paris) Mr. 
and Mrs. Pierre Monteux (Cham- 
plain). 

May 11 (London to New York) 


always thought a test pilot was the | 


guy that gave the dame the 
piloted her to the director’s office. 

.Nick Kenny's latest song is 
thedral in the Pines,’ and Jack Rob- 
bins suggests his next one, ‘Syna- 
gogue 
sional Music Men's benefit was big 
Sunday; everyone in town 
showed up except thos 


| previous date to open at Billy Rose's 


Violations would, be felonies, pun- | 


ishable by maximum fine of $10,000 
and sentence of two years. 
showing of any picture where there 
was an offense would be a separate 
crime, 


Shrinkage 


Every | 


| 


| the State. has a "cute 


| 


Casa Manana, which brought vaude 
|back to the street in a big way. 

hope it lasts...incidentally we saw 
a man peering out of a manhole 
right in front of the Palace...was he 
| looking for it?...Buddy Rogers, at 
number dedi- 


cated to the Quins, ‘I Was Lucky to 


|Be Born on the Same Day as You’... 


Dr. Kaufman, Taft hotel chiropodist, 


test then | 


‘Ca- | 


in the Sycamores!’...Profes- | 


who had a | 


Claudette Colbert (Normandie). 
May 7 (New York to Rio de Ja- 
niero) Hal Sands, Barron Lee Orch., 
Phil Reisman (Western World). 
May 6 (New York to Paris) Mr. 
and Mrs. John Byram (Veendam). 
May 4 (New York to London) 
Florence Vandamm, Mr. and Mrs 
Edgar Kennedy (Washington). 
May 4 (New York to London) 


| Chester Erskin, Robert Goldstein, Al- 


| Barrett, 
| Serge Koussevitsky, 


| Webster, 


_Noble Orch., 


‘ who treats Vallee’s tootsies before 

Hollywood, May 3. every broadcast so his voice is in 

Jackie Coogan will at least have | shape, i. sponsoring Arthur Warren's 
the satisfaction of learning how his|new band at the Lineoln hotel. 

film fortune, earned as a moppet, | Well, we've been up long enough... 

dwindled from a hypothetical maybe too long...we haven't read the | 

$4,000.000 to an actual $535,932.| column yet...gotta leave you now; 

Superior Judge Wilson, hearing | we have date to play some poker | 


Coogan's suit against Mr. and Mrs. 
Arthur Bernstein, his stepfather and 
mother, granted the young actor 
permission 
Jackie Coogan Productions, Ine. 

John E. Biby, 
ordered to 


was make available all | 


records relating to the income and | Lyn Logan. Mr. and Mrs. David A. | 
inelud- | 


expenses of the corporation, 
irg those of the late John H. Coogan, 
the boy's father. 


to inspect the books of | 


temporary receiver, | 


Franklin, 


with Lew Brice 


..penny ante! 


ARRIVALS 


Steve Dudas, William Butler 
Lorenzo Alvari, Henry Jerson, James 
| Shields, Dorothy Fox, Belle Didjah, 
Hearst, Nat Wolf, Capt. 
Henriette 


Norman E. 
Pascar, 
Haines. 
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Other News of Pix Interest 








William | 


fred Lunt, Lynn Fontanne, Madeleine | 
Carroll, Alexander Korda, Sheila 
Tilly Losch, Bert Wheeler, 
Tommy Farr. 
Joe Gould, Irving Asher, Leon Leoni- 
doff, Derrick De Marney, Holland 
and Hart, Val Gielgud, Margaret 
Eric Maschwitz, Nathan 
Colette D’Arville, Ray | 
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold 
Gingrich, Arde Bulova (Normandie). | 

May 2 (New York to London) Mr. 
and Mrs. Lauritz Melchior, Vittorio 
and Dusolina Giannini (Europa), 


L. A. toN. Y. 


David Blankenhorn, 
Harry Brand. 
R. H. Burnside. 
Madeleine Carroll. 
Ed Churchill. 
Sheril]l Cohen. 
Jerry Cooper. 
Jack Copeland, 
Philip Dunne. 
Norman Field, 
A. W. Hobler. 
Miriam Hopkins. 
Arline Judge. 
Edgar Kennedy. 
Leaster Linsk. 
Ernst Lubitsch. 
Leo McCarey. 
Chester Morris. 
William S. Paley. 
Robert Rosson. 
Jimmy Savo. 
Myron Selznick. 
Harry Tugend. 
Virginia Verrill. 
/ b» toh A, 
Al Adams. 
Harold Clurman. 
Mrs. Jack Cohn. 
Zac Freedman. 
Monroe Greenthal 
Jimmy Ritz. 
Walter J. Vincent. 


Milstein, 





, Warner 


\the purpose 


jury for restricting competition. The 
' President merely asked for this sum 
so the anti-trust division will be 
better equipped to enforce the pres- 
ent laws, which he said are in many 
respects outmoded and inadequate. 

The prospects of film trust-busting 


action were entirely speculative, 
however. There has been no re- 
liable indication so far whether the 
department is determined to crack 
down on major distributors and aff}}- 
iated exhibitors, although repeated 
rumblings have been heard. 
Tightening of the anti-trust laws 


and other statutes related to monop- 


olies and competition will be de. 
ferred until next year, but the Presi- 
dent’s message to Congress Friday 


(29) indicated he wants more strict 
controls. He suggested it would be 
desirable to scrutinize closer all 
mergers, consolidations, and acquisi- 
tions, besides maintaining a more in- 
tensive check on interlocking direc. 
torates and applying financial con. 


trols to protect independents and 
curb concentration of power 
Revision of the. anti-trust laws 


should simplify enforcement by fore- 
ing persons charged with violations 
to prove their actions are not un.aw- 


ful, giving the Justice Department 
and Federal Trade Commission 
broader powers to investigaie con- 


ditions which have a bad appearance. 
President said. Amendment of the 


patent laws, so they cannot he wsed 


to suppress inventions and create .n- 
dustrial monopolies, was recom- 
mended, with patent pools be.nz 
viewed suspiciously. ‘ 

Request of President Roosevelt 
for funds for a comprehensive 


Study of the monopoly problem by 
the Justice Department, Federal 
Trade Commission and other Goev- 
ernment agencies was not regarded 
as particularly threatening to the 
film business by leaders in the in- 
dustry. Various picture companies 
and the Motion Picture Producers & 
Distributors association have had 
their books and files thoroughly 
mulled over during the last 12-15 
months, attitude of both being that 
their records were open to duly con- 
stituted authorities. 

Even those in the trade who resent 
Governmental meddling felt that 
some good might be accomplished by 
such a probe if current anti-trust 
procedure might be clarified. Their 
attitude was that then at least many 
of the picture companies would have 
a more definite understanding as to 
how they stood in matters when al- 
leged anti-trust angles arise. 

Hollywood, May 3. 

Federal probers, checking’ the 
books of major film. distributing 
companies for possible’ anti-trust 
law violations, moved last week 
from 20th-Fox to Columbia. 

Investigation, now in its” sixth 
month, is being supervised by Albert 
Law and Harold Collins, special ase 
sistants to the U. S. attorney-general. 


Would Quash Momand 
Oklahoma City, May 3. 

Plans of defendants to quash the 
A. B. Momand $6,000,000 anti-trust 
suit continue with briefs filed by 
Bros., Paramount and Vita- 
phone Corp. (WB). Briefs of all 
three defendants state that ‘the de- 
fendant, appearing especially and for 
of this motion only 
moves the court to quash and set 
aside the pretended summons issued 
herein and the pretended service 
thereof for the reason that the same 
was not issued, served, and returned 
in any manner authorized by law. 
Affidavits and other evidence will be 


| offered in support of this motion.’ 


Indications are the defense, 
ihrough attorney D. I. Johnson, will 
‘seek dismissal of the suit on 


grounds of its similarity to a former 
$4,000,000 action filed by the com- 
plainant against part of the present 
named defendants several 
and which was decided in 
the defense at the Denver 


years ago 
favor of 
court of 


| appeals. 


The present suit is based on data 
and material not available at time of 


the former suit as pointed out in 
the complainant charges, and indica- 
tions are that no matter what the 
cuicome of the present court action 
the case will be renewed and carried 
on until satisfaction is gained. Si:ce 


the defense contends present cha:yves 


are substantially the same. no Gdefi- 
nite knowledge wiil be available un- 
til completion of the hearing. tents- 


tively 


set for June 7, 
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ing Setup Achieves 


See Zukor East as Bd Chairman arrqnr STARTING For Goldwyn-Korda That Which They 
- Once Wanted to Pay Many Millions 


With Paramount awarding a new 
contract to William 
1.2 Baron, it is expected that he will 
completely in charge of 
production than in the past, with 
Adolph Zukor likely ‘o return to 
New York and George Bagnall, 
comptroller at the studio, moving up 
to a more prominent position under 
L2. Baron.- Although it is virtually 
certain that Walter B. Cokell will 
remain on the Coast permanently, it 
is said he would not assume any 
authority over production or Le- 
Baron except so far as cust control, 
budgeting, ete., are concerned. 

Cokell, treasurer of Paramount 
and a member of the board, is strict- 
ly a man of figures who:e reputation 
has always been one of watching 
finances closely. Presumption is that 
he remains at the studio largely with 
a view to exercising close control on 
the costs in the making of pictures 
tnere 


three-year 


b2 more 


Report has been current for some 
time that Zukor, upon ccming back 
east, would function as chairman of 
the board. 

Hollywood, May 3. 

William LeBaron, managing direc- 
tor of production at Paramount since 
1935. has had his contract renewed 
for another three years. Approval 
of the new pact by Adolph Zukor 


was the first official result of the se- | 


ries of conferences which have been 
going on since Barney Balaban and 


Stanton Griffis arrived from the east. | 


Visiting execs will be here for an- 
other week, shaping up final plans 
for the 1938-39 production sked, set- 
tling budget problems and_ studio 
overhead, and assigning pictures to 
Various producers. 

Another result of the current hud- 
di2 was an appropriation of $20,000 
for improvements on Paramount's 
studio laboratory to pep up produc- 
tion on the 58 features and 102 shorts 
comopvising the 1938-39 program. 

Also occupying executive attention 


was the choice of the third of three | 
features for the year’s Technicolor | 


schedule. ‘Men With Wings’ is near- 
ing completion as the first tinter and 
“Tahiti’ is set as the second. Third 
will probably be ‘If I Were King.’ 

Walter Cokell, Par treasurer, is 
looking around for a Hollywood 
home, expecting to stay here at least 
six months a year, supervising pro- 
duction budgets. He has been here 
siac2 early in January. 


LASKY'S RADIO 
PROGRAM IDEA 


Hollywood, May 3. 

Jasse Lasky, who resigned last 
Thursday (28) as associate producer 
at RKO, is mulling the idea and go- 
ing into radio. Veteran film maker 
has moved into new offices, and is 
sati to be contemplating a new air 
program built around prominent 
screen names, 

During his 20 months at 
Lasky made only two films, one star- 
ring Lily Pons. His contract had 
fouc months to run, 

Continental Radio Productions 
has been launched here by Louis 
Laemmle, brother of Carl, Sr., and 
H. A. Wohl. They'll turn out platters 
aud produce live programs. 


U Topping Off Season’s 
Schedule at Month’s End 


Hollywood, May 3. 
mnly five more films to g9, 
Universal expects to wind up the 
peoduction year at the end of May 


With 


RKO, 





Too Okay for Sound 


Hollywood, May 3 

Warners put J. L. Warner 
and Hal Wallis on the air last 
Saturday in connection with the 
opening of CBS’s new studios 
here, but not their voices. Bill 
Ray doubled for Warner, and 
Ronald Reagan was Wallis’ 
vocal stand-in, 

Deception cost Joseph M. 
Schenck a $100 bet with Darryl 
Zanuck, Schenck insisted it 
was Warner's voice, 














NW EXHIBS OK <2 


INDIE PIX AS 
STRONG B.O. 


Minneapolis, May 3. 
One of the few bright spots for 
exhibitors in this territory is the 


unusually large number of 
pendent pictures to deliver the box- 
office goods, Trade is unable to re- 
call so many in recent years, 
Included in the current list of 
profitable indie grossers are ‘Birth of 
a Baby,’ ‘Boy of the Streets,’ ‘Girl 


Said No,’ ‘Great Guy,’ ‘Something to 
|Sing About,’ ‘Rose of the Rio 
|Grande’ and the Gene Autry re- 
leases, 


Twin City neighborhood exhibitors 
|claim they are playing to bigger biz 
with some of the independent pic- 
jtures than most of the more pre- 


ytentious A releases of the major dis- 


tributors, And, they point out, dif- 


ferences in costs make the indie 
films in question much the better 
profit bets. 


BETTE DAVIS MAKES 


i | 
inde- 


Two Men for Every Job 
Held Contributing Factor 
to Studio Extravagances— 
Paying Heed to Theatre, 
Distrib End—Fancy Sal- 


aries Due for Pruning 


RETAKES OK 


By ARTHUR UNGAR 
Hollywood, May 3 


Accumulating costs before cam- 


cranking ind =6 virtually two 
every studio task, are 
ascribed as the waste which must 


| be eliminated in the production hub 
| here, to bring general overhead and 
| studio operation to normal propor- 
| tions, through which production can 
attain a saner, money-making foot- 
Ing, 

These facts, as result of survey 
and analysis of conditions existing 
|in the studios here for the past 10 
| years, were brought to light by home 
| office checkers, and currently the 
| studios are trying to strike a balance 
whereby they can conform to a mode 
of operation which will eliminate 
unnecessary charges and hold down 
production costs to a figure by which 
the companies can see boxoffice day- 
light, 


The so-called wastage before the 
cameras grind, and the over-man- 
power in studios, have not been the 
sole cause of the plants going over- 
board, the studios and home office 
executives have found out. They 
also say they realize that there has 
been a misappraisel of values in the 
creative division of the business and 
that there have been unnecessary ex- 
penditures in the acting, writing and 
directorial divisions which must halt 
forthwith. 


Also, it is claimed, there has been 
|; too much selfishness on the part of 
| studio executives and producers who 


have gotten production ideas and 
expended large sums of money in 
‘ . . . 

their preparation before ascertaining 


' whether they were merchandisable 
HER PEACE WITH WB or not. In many instances, after con- 


Hollywood, May 3. 

Bette Davis, reconciled with War- 
ners after their latest spat, will have 
ithe star role in ‘The Sisters,’ to be 
produced by David Lewis. 

Star had been under suspension 
since April 1 for refusing to play 
the part assigned her in ‘Comet Over 
Broadway.’ 


i 


| OTTERSON’S FRENCHIES 


Bought Gallic Pictures—Remake Idea 
Doesn't Jell 


Plans of J. E. Otterson, 
head of Electrical Research Products, 
Inc., and later president of Para- 

;} mount, to produce a group of fea- 
tures in the east from several French 
stories he has bought, are hanging 
fire for the time being. Several test 
| bookings of French productions, 
' which he has under his wing, in New 
Jersey spots and near New York, are 
reported as not up to expectations. 

Originally it had been planned to 
| make English versions of the same 
| pictures, or possibly dub them in the 
English language. However, it now 


_ 
lappears that these yarns will be 
shelved if they do not show more 
boxoffice possibilities 


Katie's Safe ’n’ Saner 


with the 36-feature schedule prac- , Holly wood May , 

tically completed Too madcap oe wae apelin 
Remaining pictures slated to roll «l pk ‘The Mad M “sf M ered 

within two weeks are ‘That Certain ball comedy intended for Ka nal o 

Age’ Deanna Durbin starrer, ‘Walls ) Hep» dah i by RKO 

~ San Quentin,” ‘Murder on the} M Hepbucn ) : ae 

Aww, ‘Litthe Tough Guy’ and ‘Afi vid | caight dramatic role in her next 


t» Talk.’ 


ferring with the distribution and the- 
atre end on the possibilities of these 


‘ 
| 
| ideas becoming box office material, | 


_the themes have been discarded and 
the money expended thereon allowed 
to accumulate on general overhead 
}or charged to productions which 
could not carry that added burden 
aud show profit at the box office, 
Ask To be Consulted 
| In an endeavor to’stop this so- 
|called waste or leakage, the distri- 
| bution end has stress on 
(Cortinued on page 12) 


brought 





Public’s Strike 


Showmen east call the lizht 
business being done bv certain 
pictures simply ‘a strike by the 
film fans against bum pictures.’ 

films improve, 

business will be okay again,’ 
one exec stated, ‘they'll be back. 
The answer is, give ‘em a good 
one and they turn out Any 
show that has value is never 
But those 

Z pictures of late are no bar- 


‘As soon as 


wanting for support 


Zain 











WHO CONTROLS 


AIR ABOVE 
ARENA? 


Hollywood, May 3. 
Question of whether promoters of 
outdoor events also control the air 
above the enclosed area will be 
settled in Federal court in June ina 
suit by National Air Races, 
against Universal for $25,000. 


Inc., 


Action contends Universal news- 
reel infringed on the picture rights 
in taking unlicensed shots of al! 
races here last September 

In the general denial of charges, 
Universal claims a private concern 
cannot license filming of air events 
in which: Army and Navy planes 
participate. Universal refused to 
contract with the promoters on the 
fround such agreement would have 
forced the sale of 
buyer. 


prints to any 


Similar litigation was instituted by 
National Air Races against Columbia 
Pictures five years ago 
studio took shots for its picture, ‘Up 
in the Clouds.’ Action never went to 
trial due to a reported settlement by 
Columbia. 


TELEVISED FOOTBALL 


CAME BEST THUS FAR vo. ep? nos 


London, May, 3. 
Televised football match at Wem- 
bley stadium Saturday (39) achieved 
best results thus far with excellent 
reproduction seen in various paris oi} 


| the country within an 80-mile radiu 


Definite Reorg Plan of RKO Will 


former | 


Be Presented May 15; No Stalling 


A plan of reorganization for RKO 
will be definitely presented to Fed- 
eral Judge Williain O. Bondy, on 
| May 18, at the next hearing on the 
| situation father than to delay any 
longer, it is understood that partie 
to the situation, and those in cha 


of the company’s reorganization ac- 


Those in charge o > ) 9n 

yrganization are 4 { s fina to 
yt > [rom i 4 
md the trad taking ) )0- 
Zan of > yu y°4 { 

i ) liqu MALiO j ) I 

lan¢ing over the itio 

Provi ) I> ru j 1 1 
M. J. Meeha il i K Vib - 
() ymeur rut \ ) i pul 
) l le in? i ) 
yuired for the plan v ill bye it j 
possibly to under $2,990.99) 


Ultimate emergence of RKO from 
77b depends on the speed with which 

the matter is handled by al! partie 
and the court 
“nted It is fairly possible now that 
RKO may emerge from it all b 

f 


once the plan ts p 


Holl rod In 4 
Mo i p09 mrvictar grtisa 
ind lato back on ¢t joo a 
RKO Radio rda (Monday) af 
r a% I ral | 10 
mn to pictu that rolled tast 
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, 


The chante which has been effected 
in the operating setup and policies 
rf United Artists 


strongly than had been believed hith- 


indicate more 


ertofore that there was a real danger 
of Alexander Korda and Samuel 
Goldwyn quitting the company, be- 
cause of differences with other part- 
ners. In obtaining operating control 
of United Artists and all that this 
implies, Korda, Goldwyn and Murray 
Silverstone, new chief executive of 
have achieved without 
which they 


the company 
cost that for were once 
ready and willing to pay several mil- 
lions, in association with London 
| 


yankers 


Korda is on his way back to Lon- 
don. He sailed this morning (Wed- 
nesday ). 

It was of the gravest concern to 
the Odeon Theatre Circuit (Oscat 
Deutsch) of London that Korda and 
Goldwyn might leave UA. A most 
important provision of the deal under 
which UA obtained a substantial in- 
terest in this British theatre circuit 
»f 340 houses was that the film come 
pany should supply the chain with a 


| steady flow of first-rate product. 


Both Korda and Goldwyn have had 
standing offers from praciically every 
important firm, certain companies 
even proposing parinership with one 
or the other or both. 

To Mary Pickford and Douglas 
Fairbanks, in London, it seemed that 
were Korda and Goldwyn to quit 


'UA, the future of the firm might have 


when the | 


| 


| 


become questionable if not really 
nebulous, and their investments would 
be jeopardized. Korda and Goldwya 
films were principally sustaining UA 
Korda and thei 


own additionally, the 


Goldwyn _ finanes 


productions 


(Continued on page 12) 
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Telephone Co. Pool Wins Again 


wceneannnam ¢——_ 


Washington, Mav 3. 

Grip of the telephone trust on the 
sound picture equipment field was 
strengthened Monday (2) by a 5-1 
U. S. Supreme Court split which 
upheld infringement proceedings 
against General Talking Pictures 
Corp. and American Transformer Co 

Despite \ representations 
about monopoly, majority of 


igorous 


the 


‘contract 


MAUDE ADAMS’ PACT 


Selznick Pic Offer With Unusual Pro- 
visions—May Go With ‘Wind’ 





Hollywood, May 3. 
David O. Selznick today was await- 
ing Maude Adams’ signature on a 
that will mark 
before cefinitely 


screen 
her 


her 
debut 


casting 





dribunal concurred in opinion by 


Justice Pierce Butler holding there 
is no doubt that owner of a patent 
can stipulate the conditions under 


‘ 
by a licensee 


products made 
are used. Ruling puts a crimp in 
efforts of independents to dislodge 
the Western Electric Electrical Re- 
search Products and Radio Corp. of 
America combine which now domi- 
nates the sound equipment business 
and may render exhibitors lable 
if they use W. E. or RCA parts in 
systems of other manufacturers. 

Highest tribunal—with Justices 
Owen Roberts, Benjamin Cardozo 
and Stanley Reed not taking part— 
held in favor of the telephone inter- 
ests and the patent pool in the prin- 
cipal controversy whether patent 
owner can restrict the use of prod- 
ucts after they have passed into the 
hands of purchasers in the normal 
channels of trade, and whether mere 
notice attached to the article is en- 
forceable restriction against unau- 
thorized use. 


which 


In this instance, General Talking 
Pictures Corp. purchased tubes from 
American Transformer Co., which is 
one of several manufacturers hold- 
ing non-exclusive licenses from the 
A. T. & T. through which they can | 
make and sell amplifiers for ‘private | 
use, but not for any commercial 
purpose, Permit expressly confined 
American Transformer to production | 
of parts for amateur, home, and ex- | 
perimental radio sets. Despite these | 
conditions, the firm sold tubes to | 
G. T. P. knowing they were to be | 
installed in theatre systems in dis- | 
regard of the license notice. 

‘The patent owner did not sell to 
petitioner the amplifiers in question 
or authorize the transformer com- 
pany to sell them or any amplifiers 
for use in theatres or any other com- | 
mercial use,’ Justice Butler declared. 
*The sales made by the transformer 
company to petitioner were outside 
the scope of its license and not un- 
der the patent. Both parties knew 
that fact at the time of the transac- 
tions, 

‘There is no ground for 
sumption that petitioner was ‘a pur- | 
chaser in the ordinary channels of | 
trade.’ 

Justice Black’s Dissent 

An attack on the electrical indus- | 
try patent pool featured Black’s dis- 
sent. The New Dealer warned that 
the majority view of the law will 


the as-| 


result in sweeping expansion of | 
boundaries fixed by Congress and 





bring about a monopoly not con- 
templated under the Constitution. | 

‘The mere fact that the purchaser | 
of a standard and uniform piece of | 
electrical equipment has knowledge | 
that his vendor has contracted with 
an owner of a patent on the equip- 
ment not to sell the equipment for | 
certain agreed purposes does not en- 
large the scope or effect of the patent 
monopoly,’ the dissenter said. ‘The 
patent statute only gives the patentee 
the exclusive right to make, use and 
vend his patented article.’ 

Regarding license to make and sell | 
a patented gadget as a transfer of 
the patentee’s right to control its 
use, Black said the telephone com- 
pany lacks power to fix resale or 
stipulate conditior. of use. Exclu- 


| assigned 


|siders a setback 


ex day 
been 
iday, Ww 


cameras ye: (Monday). 
Adams has studying the 
Since last Fi hen it was typed 
after several days of conferences be- 
tween herself and the producer. 
Former stage actress has 
Hollywood for a week, coming at 
Selznick’s request after being given 
camera and voice tests in New York. | 
Since her arrival on the Coast, she | 


pact | 


been in 


has undergone makeup and hair- | 
dress tests under the guidance of 
Richard Wallace, who will direct 


Selznick has 
Adams that she may 
take her time in affixing her name 
in view of the fact that she would 
not have to go into the part for from 
two to three weeks. 

Pact is an unusual one in that Miss 
Adams is given the right to cancel 
after completing her first chore, | 
should she decide that she does not 
care for screen work. Deal was 
worked out on a five-year basis with 
options. 

Should she-decide to cast her lot 
with the talkers, she would likely be 
the mother part in ‘Gone 
Wind.’ 


Flynn, Bishop Head 
Metro’s New Midwest 
Setup Out of Chicago’ 


‘The Young in Heart.’ 
informed Miss 


With the 


; Sician in return? 
them borrow from the classics when } 
they have something to offer the con- 


Chicago, May 3. 
New setup in the local Metro office, 


| with Jack Flynn coming in from De- 


troit to take over as district manager, | 
replacing Sam Shirley, who is re- 
tiring after more than 25 years with 
the firm. Also has Bill Bishop com- 
ing in as midwest press head. He 
replaces Fred Bartow, resigned after 
more than 10 years with the com- 
pany. Latter quit rather than take 
an assignment which would shunt 
him to Indianapolis, which he con- 
not commensurate 
with his decade of continuous serv- 


|ice for MG. 


W. E. Banford is in as branch man- | 
ager, brought on from St. Louis to 





= 
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Laurel Drops Sidelines, 


Hollywood, May 3. 
Stan Laurel, lately a producer and 
alent manager as well as an actor, 
| will devote his future professional 

| efforts exclusively to acting. 
Sereen comic dismissed the 
'of Stan Laurel Productions, Inc., and 
|San Laurel Pictures, Inc., after a 


| checkup disclosed that both ventures | 


were losing money. 

Laurel Pictures made one wesiern, 
‘Knight of the Plains,’ which has not 
yet been released. 


- 
in an important role in ‘The Young | 
‘In Heart,’ which went before the | asc a ot | e Z 
y @ Miss } 


0.K.’s Swingin 
Classics, If— 


Jascha Heifetz, recently snared by 
Sam Goldwyn for a picture, has an 
interesting slant on the swing-the- 
classics battle. Diversified tastes 
make plenty of room for music of 
all description, but the famous 


violinist believes each should stay in | 


iis own backyard. He amplified his 
stand in his Hotel Madison (New 
York) suite, between answering tele- 
phones and supervising packing. 

‘In America,’ he said, ‘sportsman- 
ship is applied to everything. It is 
the American credo. Very well, then, 
apply it also to music. A dance band 
may swing Beethoven and Bach. It 
is a trick—even an ingenious musical 
trick, although it adds nothing to the 
lustre of these great composers. My 
point is that it can be done. But 
can any serious musician or organ- 
ization of musicians use anything 
that Tin Pan Alley has to offer? The 
answer is decidedly No! 

‘That is where the sportsmanship 
comes in. Is it fair for light musicians 
to invade the serious field when they 
have nothing to offer the serious mu- 
I say it is not. Let 


cert musician in fair exchange.’ 

Which time, in Mr. Heifetz’s opin- 
ion, will be—never. 

Has no idea what the story will be 
for his picture. Sportsmanship again. 
He will have complete charge of the 
music, therefore the studio can be 
dictator about the picture. He is 
quite certain that he is only going 
to ‘play himself,’ but he shouldn't be 
surprised if he winds up 
part. He doesn’t know—vyet—that 
anything can happen in Hollywood. 

Says it’s thrilling to think of the 
vast audience to be reached through 
this medium, but is regretful about 


fil the vacancy caused by the de-| being torn from his Connecticut farm 


parture of Felix Mendelsohn. 
Understood that Metro is giving 
Shirley an annual pension of $3,000. 





New Malcolm Browne 
Indie Setting Prods. 


With production budget set, Mal- 
colm Browne Pictures Corp. execu- 
tives will go to the Coast in about 
two weeks to align production plans 


|for initial features in the 20-picture 


group to be turned out the first year 
of the company’s existence. First 
production will be available: for re- 
lease early in July. Studio and 
player deals will 
the next three weeks. 

Malcolm Browne company 
scheduled eight westerns, eight 
melodramas and four more costly 
features for 1938-39. Distribution 
through state righters. 





sive right to vend does not empower 
the patentee to extend his monopely | 
all down the line beyond actual | 
sale, he said, nor does the law en- | 


WB’s Songplugger Film 


able the holder of the patent to re- | 


strict what is done with an article 
bought in the open market if it is 
produced by a person with a license. 

‘Those who acquire control of nu- 
merous patents can—by virtue of 
the r patents—wield tremendous in- 
fluence on the commercial life of the 


nation,’ the New Dealer said in blast- | 


ing the cross-licensing arrangement 
jn the electrical equipment industry. 
‘If the exclusive patent privilege to 
“make, use and vend’ includes the 
further privilege after sale to 
trol—apart from contract—the use 
of all patented merchantable com- 
modities can be exercised by patent 
owners.’ 

Declaring the pool] seeks to curb 
competition and parcels out certain 
fields to each member, Black said 
‘separate patent monopolies are com- 


con- 


Hollywood, May 3. 
Song pluggers will be glorified in | 


Warners’ production of Harry Sau- 
ber’s ‘Making a Hit.’ Dick Powell 
draws the role of the No. 1 play-my- 
songer, 

Harry Warren and Johnny Merce: 
will tune the piece, which Sam 
Bischoff produces. 


bined and in many respects made to 
function as one The exclusive 
privilege to exercise the unrestrained 
power to determine the ultimate uses 
of all these important merchantable 


articles sold in the open market is 
a power I do not believe Congre Ss 
has conferred. A power so far- 


reaching ... has not been expressly 


be read into the law by implication.’ 


| and 


be signatured in | 


} 
has | 


just as he is well started on his 
garden. Gardening comes second to 
the fiddle in Mr. Heifetz’s affections. 
Believes there’s no such animal as 
a person who can't carry a tune— 
‘even if it is only ‘Yankee Doodle’ ’— 
(quite naturally) one who 
doesn’t like any kind of music is in- 
conceivable. Anda great many more 


| people would like serious music if 


they would trouble to make its ac- 
quaintance. People who hear one or 
two ponderous compositions and de- 
cide they ‘just don’t like classical 
music’ are gypping no one but them- 
selves, 

Planned picture is a one-shot. 
Heifetz says cinema invasion is an 
‘interesting experiment’ for him, not 
a career. 


Hollywood, May 3. 

| Toscha Seidel, violinist, checked in 
)at the Metro studio to record for 
|*The Great Waltz.’ 

| Accompanying orchestra of 78 
| pieces will be directed by Arthur 
Guttman, swinging a baton for M-G 
for the first time. 

Oh, Just a Small Set 





| Hollywood, May 3. 
| Seventy acres of sets for Metro’s 
‘Too Hot to Handle’ are under con- 
struction at the Culver City studios 
under the supervision of art director 
Cedric Gibbons, 
Backgrounds 
Shanghai 


include hotels’ in 
New York, a Pennsyl- 
vania and a farm. Clark 
Gable and Myrna Loy. w:]] star, with 
Jack Conway directing. 


and 


airport 


Ed Lowe’s Personals 
Edmund Lowe 
eastern 
agency. 
No salary being quoted. 


is being offered for 


vaude by Curtis & Allen 
Film ac- 


; come east until @ date is set. 


| Will Stick to Acting 


Vs. GTP and Transformer Co. 


staffs | 


doing a! 


Mr. | 


Public Goodwill 





| OH FUDGE | 





Candy Bar Ridiculed?—$500,000 Suit 
vs. Temple Pic 

Claiming damages of upwards of 

| $500,000, through an alleged libel 

| committed in a sequence of the pic- 

lture ‘Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm 

| starring Shirley Temple, the National 


| Confectioners Association filed suit 
| yesterday (Tues.) in New York su- 
}preme court against 20th Century- 


| Fox Film Corp. 


Besides damages the 


a 3 


Agencies’ Strategy to Preserve 


with Comm’ Films 


A new approach to the sponsored 
picture now is being mulled by ad- 
vertising agencies planning on han- 
dling commercial films for clients on 
a long-range point-of-view. They 
would set up an association, not un- 
like the Outdoor Bureau, which has 
eliminated or curbed unethical prac- 
tices in the outdoor advertising busi- 
ness in the U. S. While such organi- 
zation of sponsored film producers 
probably would be slow in geiting 
into operation, it is the intention of 
agencies who contemplate continu- 
ing in the screen bally field to pro- 





| plaintiff also wants to stop furthe1 

showing of the picture unless the 

averred libelous part is deleted. 
The complaint, filed through the 


candy makers’ William E. 
King, charges the sequence not only 
reflects on the trade, but viciously 
attacks the purity and wholesome- 
ness of a candy bar. It is claimed the 
bar is ‘held up to shame and ridicule 
in the eyes of millions of children 
who view Shirley Temple as a model 
and eschews everything not con- 
sidered good by her.’ 

The association has 325 members 
and employs over 60,000 in the United 
| States alone. Each member is en- 
titled to bring a separate action, the, 
|}complaint points out, but to avoid 
| duplicating and waste of time, the 
association brings a general suit. 


attorney, 


| 


The sequence objected to, according 


to the complaint, is carried on be- 


|tween Rebecca’s (Shirley Temple) 
homecoming when she meets hei 
Aunt Miranda: ‘Have you had any- 


thing to eat?’ asks the aunt. ‘Oh, yes, 
replies Rebecca, ‘a candy bar. Turn- 
ing to Gwen the servant, Aunt 
Miranda orders, “Take the child to 
the kitchen and get her something 
decent to eat.’ 


Rockefeliers Grant 
Still Another $69,000 
For Classroom Fikns 


An additional $69,000 has been 
given by the General Education 
board of the Rockefeller Foundation 


Dr. Alice 
V. Keliher remaining as administra- 
tor and 


for classroom films, with 


actively in charge of the 


fund and activity made possible by | 
it. Original grant of 
$75,000 ran out this month, but some 
36 short instructional subjects have 
{been culled from feature pictures. 

New series will be called ‘Human 
| Relations’ pictures. They will be 
similar to the ‘Secrets of Success’ | 
'films, fostered by the Hays office 
ibut, since taken over by the Rocke- | 
|feller Foundation, only thing is that 
the title is changed. Organization 
ipicks feature productions made by 
major companies a year after re- 
jlease date and editing best scenes 
|ecut for shorts when adjudged of in- 
'structional value. 


two-year 


| Dr. Keliher also is chairman of the 
‘Commission of Human Relations, 
janother Rockefeller-financed 
ject. 


pro- 





Bill Hart Loses Again 
In His Suit Against UA 


William S. 
| screen 


Hart, 
who has been legally, 
| battling United Artists for the past 
liwo years in New York courts over | 


former cowboy 


star, 


the income on one of two talkers he 
made under UA auspices, yesterday 


, 


| 
} 
| Tt > 7) ic - +} 

| ‘Tuesday) lost his appeal to the U. 


1S. circuit court for reversal of a 
| lower courts dismissal of his ac- 
tion. Hart and his sister, Mary S. 
Hart, sued the picture’ producing 


corporation for $185,000. or the total | 
take on his picture “‘Tumbleweeds,’ 
He contended he invested over $300.- 


000 in making the picture and that 
UA had breached an agreement to 
share in the costs and that it had 


flopped on proper exploitation for 


the picture, resulting in poor bex- 


office returns. 

Hart won a verdict of $75.000 in 
N. Y. supreme court in the same 
case, but the Appellate Division re- 


i versed the 


| . 
|} new trial 


ordered a 
pending. 


and 
still 


verdict 
which is 


| . ~ ° . 
eranted in any statute and should not!tor is currently on Coast and won't! Hart then filed the suit in the fed- 


}eral court. 


ceed with the setup in order t 
mize complaints received from any 
faction in the business world. 


minnie 


The sponsored film bureau or as- 
sociation would strive to be repre- 
sentative of the entire ‘ield. It would 
be controlled by a committee or 
board composed of a representative 
from independent exhibitors organi- 
zation, either the MP’TOA or Allied, 
or both; representatives from out- 
standing ad agenci-s, from the Na- 
tional Board of Education, Carnegie 
or Rockefeller committee on educa- 
tional research; one or more spokes- 


men from industrial firms, and one 

outstanding consumer rep, to speak 

for the public on the board 
Association, through this govern- 


ing body, would pass on every spon- 


sored film submitted to it, with ap- 
proved pictures receiving a certifi- 
cate or seal of okay. In this man- 


ner, distributors who might desire to 
handle a sponsored subject could tell 
whether or not the organization had 
deemed it suited for theatre 
public consumption. 

A few of the things 
suggested for this organization's 
taboo would be no price mentions, 
no contests or premiums, and only an 
indirect advertising approach, if any 
semblance of ad matier is incorpo- 
rated into the film. Only sponsored 
pictures, with some scientific, educa- 
tional or artistic merit would be con- 
sidered. 

Subtle Advertising Plug 

In discussions thus far, it has been 
pointed out that this would elimi- 
nate screen productions plugging for 
one product. It would be okay to 
dispense ideas on the product of the 
sponsor in general terms or, by in- 
ference, such as was c ne on U. S&S, 
Steel's one-reel film and ‘The River.’ 
Latter was viewed as propaganda of 
a sort for the TVA. Another exam- 
ple cited was ‘Yes, Sananas,’ United 
Fruit one-reeler in which there is 
no mention of the company since 
United Fruit holds almost exclusive 
distribution of this fruit. This reel 
already has been booked into more 
than 42 theatres in and about Bos- 
ton, including the RKO Bosion. 

Slant of these advertising experts 
in formulating such an association 
for sponsored films is that such type 
of picture must be handled entirely 
differently from radio ad matter. 
They admit thet it will be impossible 
to come at the audience from the 
screen with items or anything that 
will tend to rub ’em the wrong way. 
Further claimed by them that if 
sponsored subjects do not possess 
something honestly educational, sci- 
entific or in the realm of phantasy. 
the advertiser might well stay out of 
theatres altogether. 

Most mazing is their attitude that 
they fail to see where reduction of 
obnoxious or blatani advertising, 
even down to 60 feet, helps matters. 
They charge that an audience can be 


and 


tentatively 


‘insulted as quickly and badly in a 


minute or two, as in a longer pic- 
ture, in which a specific product is 
heavily plugged. 

In the meantime the Association of 
National Advertisers meets today 
and tomorrow (4-5) in New York 
with tentative plans calling for a full 
session to be devoted to discussion 
of sponsored films for ad agency 
clien? 


Doug, Jr.’s, Tax Bite 


Washington, May 
of U. S. Board of Tax Ap- 
peals clamped on Douglas Fairbanks, 
Jr.. for a 1933 income tax deficiency 
of $5,263. 
Would have been a $9,926 bite. ex- 
cept that a squabble occurred over 


Jaws 


the amount of the income of Fuair- 
banks’ former wife, Joan Crawford, 
which Uncle Sam formerly claimed 


should have been reported on Fair- 
banks’ return for the part of the 


year prior to their separation. 


a 
































Wednesday, _May 4, ie eS 


—_—= 








PICTURES 


V. {RIETY 














UNCLE SAM—TALENT AGENT 





= Ss 
¥ 


Jessel's Salzburg-in-Hollywood 


Idea, with Remhardt at the Helm 


+ 


Pittsburgh, 

Turned down cold by 
ducers in his efforts to promote a 
Max Reinhardt Salzburg Festival for 
Hollywood, George Jessel, who first 
made the proposal, said here last 
week that he would try to interest 
either Henry Ford or Walter P. 
Chrysler in the idea. He has an ap- 
pointment with Ford late this month 
and expects to contact Chrysler in 
New York in a couple of weeks. 

Bitter at the film moguls, whom 
he claims welshed on their promises 
of financial aid, Jessel said he would 
make no further efforts along the 
Salzburg-in-Hollywood plan. Orig- 
inally Jessel broached the matter to 
Harry Chandler, publisher of the Los 
Angeles Times, and was met with 
enthusiastic reception, handle: 
promising him if the studios would 
go along, he would see that civic 
groups in Southern California would 
aiso help. 

According to Jessel, foundation for 
such an enterprise would be a Max 
Reinhardt School of Drama, so he 
contacted producers individually on 
the idea of taking out their subscrip- 
tions in scholarships for stock play- 
Each, he said, pledged sums 
ranging from $5,000 to $10,000, but 
at the final showdown said they 
weren't interested. Only Hal Roach 
was still willing to come through on 
his subscription, 

Head of one of biggest Coast 
plants told Jessel in a letter that he 
didn’t feel called upon to assist 
Reinhardt inasmuch as the famous 
director was paid $300,000 by 
Warners not so long ago in settle- 
ment for his contract. Jessel, how- 
ever, says that everything Reinhardt 
has was confiscated by the Nazis in 
Austria, including his huge property, 
and that Reinhardt sent much of his 
money abroad a short time ago in 
an effort to save his realty holdings. 

Jessel was unsparing in his de- 
nunciation of the studio chiefs, 
claiming they were passing up a 
golden opportunity to make Holly- 
wood the cultural center of the 
country in fact as well as fancy. At 
present, Reinhardt is on the Coast 
awaiting word about Jessel’s con- 
ferences with Ford and Chrysler. 
Final turn-down by studios came 
only a few days ago, at which time 
Reinhardt and his Los Angeles at- 
torney, Roland Button, were prepar- 
ing for their first Salzburg Festiv al- 
in-Hollywood late this summer, 


May 
the film pro- 


ers. 





Versailles Idea 
Paris, April 25. 

Bruno Walter plans to produce his 
‘Salzburg’ festival again this year. 
But it will not be staged in Austria. 
While concerting in Monte Carlo, 
Walter stated that Toscanini has al- 
ready agreed to join him no matter 
where he stages the show. Toscanini 
was one of the first artists to renege 
on the Salzburg concerts. Since that 
time many artists have made known 
their anti-Nazi feelings and their 
reluctance to perform in what used 
to be Austria. 

Walter held on to his two positions 
as director at Salzburg and the Vien- 
na Opera until the last moment to 
show his appreciation to Schuschnigg 
for his brave stand and as a personai 
protest avainst the Nazi regime. Wal- 
ter said that as yet he has made no 
decision as to where he will hold 
the festival but has been considering 
France, England and Holland. 

Moment artists starting asserting 
themselves politically France started 
making plans to try to grab the fes- 
tival. Versailles, whose musical tra- 
dition dates back to the days when 
French kings were entertained by 
Gluck, Rameau and Mozart, has al- 
ready made its bid to house the con- 
certs, 
at the chateau last sumn 
SuCcCeSs, 


has for tourists is an added feature 
which should help to exploit the 
festival, 

If present ideas materialize, the 


festivals will be held weekly through- 
out the months of July and August 
It would be difficult to obtain the 
chateau more often than once a week. 


It ig hoped, however, that as many 


Several musical concerts held 
1er met with | 
Appeal which the chateau | 





rs Ming oF. A. 


Hollywood, May 3. 

Studio publicity chief, feeling 
his job slipping, pulled a new 
angle in job-seeking by having 
an agent make inquiries for a 
spot. 

Agent is carrying a five-foot 
library of press matter to show 
prospective employers 














:| [DEA LOOKS 


RIOUS 


Hollywood, May 3. 
First picture of the Modern Girls | 
series at 20th-Fox will be ‘Meet the | 
Girls,’ starting June 6 with Claire 
Trevor and June Lang teamed in the 


top spots. Series will revolve 
around the doings of two big-town 
girls. Studio will make four a year 


with the same leads, but the rest of 
the cast revolving. 

First of the Warners 
Nancy Drew stories to feature Bo- 
nita Granville is being screen- 
played by Robertson White. 

Titled ‘Nancy Drew Gets. the 
Passport,’ it slated to start June 
13 with John Farrow directing. 

El Brendel and J. Farrell Mac- 
Donald will be co-starred in a series 
of six comedies for Progressive dur- 
ing the 1938-39 season. Progressive 
is following the series idea, current 
at several studios. 

W. H. Moran, former chief of the 
U. S. Secret Service, will collaborate 
On scripts and serve as technical ad- 
viser On Warners series to be built 
around the workings of Uncle Sam’s 
treasury agents. Ronald Reagan will 
be featured, 


Sherlock’s $1,312 Award 


series of 


is 





Several gumshoes are awaiting 
arrival of A. C. Blumenthal from 
the Coast to serve him with papers 
on a $1,312 judgment held by Ben- 
jamin S. Kerin. Plaintiff is himself 
a detective and seeks dough for key- 
holing Peggy Fears for Blumenthal. 

City Court of New York granted 
Kerin verdict in suit on Jan. 17 last. 
Since that time plaintiff's sherlock- 
ing has been without result in ef- 
fort to collect for himself. Work was 
done in Chicago before pair were 
separated. 





as 20 days of music will be presented 
during the summer. 





Salzburg, April 23. 

To meet the Bruno Walter threat 
of a competing ‘Salzburg festival’ 
somewhere outside the Nazi realm, 
officials of the real ‘Salzburg in Salz- 
burg’ festival are mapping a program 
to keep up the tradition of the fa- 
mous music shindig. 

Instead of Arturo Toscanini and 
Bruno Walter, the ‘Salzburg in Salz- 
2’ will have Wilhelm Furtwaeng- 

ace conductor. Program has 
altered to substitute Goethe's 
‘Egmont’ instead of Gounod’s ‘Faust.’ 
There will also be a new production 
of ‘Everyman,’ directed by Heinz 
Hilpert, of the Berlin Deutsche The- 
atre. According to the announce- 
ment, it will not be a ‘Rei 
imitation.’ Similarly, it is stated, 
Furtwaengler-directed ‘Meistersir 


bur 
ler 
been 


as 
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rardt 
the 
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|and Beethoven Ninth Symphony will 
| not be a ‘Toscanini sub titute.’ 

With the Nazi dominance Au- 
lstria, sign-painters in Salzburg are 
| having a field-day. As an instance 
| of the Aryanification of all names, 
| Reinhardt Square has been changed 
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Federal Artists Bureau, First 


HWOOD SERIES 
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| operated 


|} or 


| heads. 


| first 


| Federal 


Talent Agency to Spot 
FTP People in Pictures— 
Studios Welcome the Idea 


NO COMMISH 


Los Angeles, May 

With some 1.500 names on 

eral Theatre Project rolls, 
Sam has opened the 
talent agency busin 
Agency, a non-percenter, is 
Artists Bu 
in conjunction 
publicity 


3. 


‘Ss 


Un 
n 


cle 


e 
t 


here. 
called 
and 
vith the 
department 
a eality after Peter 
head of the blurbing de- 
and George Gerwing, 


SS 


reau, S 
V 
Projects’ 
became 

O’Crotty, 


partment, 











| red tape to place names of featured 


players on placards and billboards 
announcing shows playing currently 
under FTP banner. 

Bureau is armed with photos and 
thumbnail sketches of each of their 
players ready to be passed out to 
those seeking new faces in pictures 


on the radio. 
Included in the 
names that were 
vaudeville days. 
younger gener 


vast files are many 
headliners of old 
Then there is 
ation seeking reco 
tion, many already successful 
their quest of contracts 
lots and radio studios. 
Hollywood agencies 
people have opened thei: 
move. There will be n 
cut in on commissions 
Each deal they 
all coin going directly the talent, 
unless an outside agent has signed 
them beforehand. 
Main objective 
get performers 


in 
on picture 
and 
al 
attempt to 
by FTP 
calls for 


picture 
) 


»+ 


st 


to 


of 


oft tk 


the is 


Project 


1e relief rolls 


to 


|onto payrolls. 


Against A. C. Blumenthal 


Audition Board 


Bureau has established an audi- 
tion board composed of Edwin Arn- 
old, Lucille Gleason and Boris Kar- 
loff. Each Friday they hold audi- 
tions at the Project offices looking 
over future possibilities for the en- 
tertainment world. Aside from this, 
the bureau has a casting director, 
listing all names alphabetically to 
get away from favoritism. 

As an example of the way the 
move has been accepied in Holly- 
wood studios have offered scripts for 
future shows. In several cases many 
big names in pictures have offered 
to do special performances for the 





|} during FTP stage 
|and Gerw 


Project, with relief members filling 
the remainder of the cast. 
Graduates of the Project 
Gloria Pickson. signed by 
for her work in ‘The Devil 
Hugvh Sothern, who played Andrew 
Jackson in ‘The Buccaneer,’ Char- 
| lotte Field, who has been given a 
screen test by Paramount. 
lot, working under contract is Grant 
Richards, with Pat Gleason and An- 
thony Ward now on Republic’s pay- 
roll. 
All 


include 
Warners 
Daccac? 
1 asses, 


were picked for their work 
plays. 
to 


jal 


ving aim is 
no dearth of mate: 


prove there 
in FTP 


ranks. 


Lombard’s Ist Dramatic 
In 2 Years: for Selznick 


Hollywood, May 3. 
Selznick-International is casting 
Carole Lombard in the first dramatic 
role for the actre in two years as 
lead in Rose Franken’s story, ‘Made 
for Each Other. Jo Swerling is 
writing the screenplay from a yarn 
originally titled ‘Of Great Riches.’ 
Mi Lombard has a deal with 
Selznick for one picture yearly 
Jungmeyer, Jr., Moves Up 
H yl ]y WO d, May 3 
Jack Jungmever, Jr., has been 
upped to a ant to Edward Kauf- 
man, producer at “Oth-Fo: 
For two years he had been an as- 
stant on Raymond Grifii pro- 


iduction staff, 


O'Crotty | 
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Helping Out 
ood May 3. 

track 
play 1! 
Thorough- 
_ 
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Hollyw 
New Inglewood 
gets heavy Bag 
Warners’ ‘Little Miss 
bred.’ cn Se in 
proclaim they are flyi 
ward for the pear 
ing. Ironically, the 
posed to represent 
were filmed at the 
park, Santa Anita. 
The Warners are heavily 
terested in the  Holls 
track at Inglewood. 
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PALLADIUM, 
LONDON 


Southern California director of | 
waded through a maze of| 


London, May 3. 
Deal for Mae West to go into the 


Palladium theatre here practically 





ms to the | 


own show, 


| 


| set. 


| weeks, 
the | .. 

oni | Finsbury and 

| Stratford Empi 


Would open May 30 for two 


doubling the first week at the 
second week at the 
re, 

a unit Miss West 
cities after closing 
for her to go into a 
also till hanging fire. Fosters 
Agency handling here, in association 
with William Morris in America. 


In 


key 


will tour the 
here. Deal 
local nitery 


Mae West, on a personals tour and 
currently in Boston for RKO, is 
planning a more extensive 
storming tour, probably 
in the fall. 

Meantime, although production 
plans are somewhat indefinite, she is 
expecting to make a picture. Colum- 
bia has talked to her regarding a 
deal. 


Lone Pine, Caiif., Woos 
Mustangers with 106 
Permanent Western Set 


with her 


Hollywood, May 3. 
Merchants of Lone Pine, Calif... 
plan to stimulate local business by 





jaged recently when Harry 


On same | 


spending $10,000 on a permanent 
western street for the use of film 
companies. 


Town’s trade nd pride were dam- 
Sherman 
| had to move his Hopalong C 
troupe to Kernville, which has 
manent location set. 


Par-W. C. Fields 8-Balled 
On Yarn; Film Shelved 
Hollywood, May 3. 
Paramount has indefinitely post- 
poned ‘Mr. Bumpus Goes to Town,’ 
nee ‘Behind the Eight Ball,’ after tif- 
fing with W. C. Fields over the story 
on which the comedian worked. 
Other factors are also said to con- 
tribute to the studio’s action in 
shelving the yarn intended as star 
rer for Fields, 
Discussions abruptly 
Fields refused to 
treatment. 
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STILL STEERING N. BY N.W. 

Hollywood, May 
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Taking Its Shorts Prod. 


More Seriously Than Ever Before 


Hollyw 
Revolutionizing of sh 
marks the film industry’ it 
forward step in the last two years 
Single and dual spoolers, lo 
considered by the 
a necessary evil 
of features, and more or les 
hazardly handled a by-product 
have suddenly become an important 
part of the celluloid business. 
Introduction of low-cost manu- 
facturing methods into their pro- 
duction nas erevenee the quality 
briefies 
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a point whe re they can be sold on a 
; profitable basis even in these trying 
times of dualers and b.o. recessio: 

No longer are the midge wit 
the exception of some of the ani- 
| mated cartoons, purchased from in- 
| die outfits. Instead, the majors have 
| set up modernized and efficient de- 

| partments, rolling their own. 


Out in the van in providing a new 
deal for the smallies 


are Metro and 
| Warners, with 20th-Fox set to fol- 
{low suit, RKO, while participating 


|on a less elaborate scale, is well up 
|}front of the parade. Paramount 
|also, is poised for a new spurt dur- 
ing the coming season. 

Slapstick, main ingredient of 
shorts in that era when Mack Sen- 
nett, Hal Roach and the Christie 
boys were kingpins in the one and 
two-reel field, has gone the way of 
last year’s millinery. Shorts, other 
than the cartoons, nowadays must be 


Ac 


nformative ‘as well : 
Plain novelty no long 





entertaining 
er sulicies, 
Those Responsible 
Jack Chertok, Metro short subjects 
| chief, and Gordon Hollingshead, oc- 
| cupying a similar post at Warners 
|}are entitled to bows for the 
portant roles they have played 
ithe revised set-up. Bert 
| handling the briefie end for 
also is contributing to the e! 
1f this variety of fare. Big 
are expected of Truman Talley, 
|20th-Fox newsreel boss, whose 
duties were recently expanded to 
encompass all dwarfie production as 
a result of the corporation’s failut 
to renew with Educational. 
| While cartoons are aimed to in- 
ferest all classes of patrons, the 
other kind are directed at customers 
ranging up from 16 years of age. 
While Sennett dropped activity 
following the 1929 debacle, with the 


iin- 
in 
Gilroy, 
RKO, 
evalion 
thines 


2 


Christies hanging on for a longer 
comeback try, Roach is the final 


member of the old guard to toss the 
sponge into the ring. Three months 





ago he dropped Laurel-Hardy two- 
reelers, and now, after one more 
film, he will ship Our Gang, for 17 
years one of his production main- 
stays, over to the Metro lot, cutting 
| himself entirely loose from bricfie 


| trade in favor of feature comedies 

Big studios, able to pring in 
mass production, 
‘arnecring heavier returns on their 
investments, but are further bene- 
fiting by using the departments as 
training grounds for novice players, 
writers and directors. 

While actual filming on a one- 
reeler requires only four days, with 


rts 
are not only 


sn 





eight for a two-reeler, some pictures 
require a year of actual work, in- 
cludngi research, writing and other 


preparations. Pete Smith's Ro- 
mance of Radium’ (Metro) which 
used up only nine minutes on the 


creen, required 13 months of toi! 
Since assuming command at 
Metro, Jack Chertok has shipped or: 


ito full-length productions 232 ne 
players, including George Murphy 
and Virginia Gray, now being 
sroomed for stellar billing Five 
directors have been moved up, wii! 
anothe Leslie Fenton, soon to make 
the leap. Chertok’s writing staff is 
constantly exporting its membe1 ) 
he studio’s senior department. 
Hollingshead’s department at War- 
ners in accomplishing almost similar 
ults in the matter of actor-wriier- 
lirector development. Les Goode 
one of RKO’s shorts directors, 
nly a week ago was promoted to 
res drawing ‘Cheating - 
Stars’ as his initial assignment. 
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Lefty in a Spot: Film Beauty Contest 
Winner from Wrong Side of RR Track 


| 

| 

By Joe Laurie, Jr. | 
Coolacres, Cal., May 3. | 

Dear Joe: 
Just went through another one of those weeks where I hit the jackpot | 
of hard luck. I wrote you about running a contest for the most popular 
girl in town, the winner to get a trip to Hollywood and a test made of her. 
Well, we opened the ballot box in front of a committee of prominent citi- 


zens and on the countup, we found that a little blonde dolly by the name 
of Daisy Betts, who comes from wid wrong side of the tracks, was the | 
winner. Well, you never saw so many eyebrows raised in your life. The 
Chamber of Commerce is in a ‘dither about sending a gal like that as the 
most popular gal in Coolacres. Wives in the town are buzzing about it 
at all the bridge parties, Aggie looks kinda funny at me thinking maybe 





that Vic | 
couldn’t ! 


and I explained to her 
we had no key to, 


I put in a gimmick for the gal to win, 
happened to put a lock on the box that 
monkey with the —s 

Vic and his wife, Flo, had so many battles over the thing that she bought 
a scrap book. Flo yee she was set to goer and now thinks Vic gave 
her the double-X. My mouthpiece tells me that I must go through with it 
and send the girl to Hollywood for a test or she can sue me for plenty 
for misrepresentation. The girl is pretty but has no talent for acting. 
Wouldn't it be funny if she went to Hollywood and became a big star? 
I've seen funnier things than that happen—I’ve seen gals with talent be- | 
come stars. Anything can happen in a town where every move is a C 
picture. She is sort of a medium-dumb gal; she thinks a mirror is an hour 
glass, and is plenty easy on the eyes. She has a pair of gams that are pass- 
ports into any producer’s office. If she happens to make good in Holly- 
wood it will help clean up our town. 

A team by the name of Needham and Landry, who do a triple-bar act, 
was passing through here and needed some gasoline dough, so I figgered | 
I'd let them do their act for two days and kinda take the monotony off 
the pictures. And, anyway, I haven’t seen a good triple-bar act in a long | 
time. So they come early in the morning to set up their rigging. 

I was upstairs havin’ my breakfast when I hear them yellin’ for me. | 
Well, I thought maybe it’s a fire or somethin’ and I grabs Junior and Aggie | 
and rush downstairs. I find a crowd in front of the theatre all excited and | 
the two acrobats yellin’ and telling me that they discovered an oil well | 
under my stage. Well, I follows them backstage and sure encugh there’s | 
a big fountain of oil spoutin’ up and getting the whole stage full of oil. | 
Well, I kinda lose my head and I’m already figgerin’ up how much a day | 
a well like that would bring me in, but just then Aggie grabs me and sez, 
‘Lefty, it’s your oil tank under the stage, fix it quick.’ It seems the acro- 
bats, while drilling holes in the stage for their riggin,’ drilled too deep 
and right into the big tank. We got a plumber and finally fixed it, but 
the stage was full of oil and too slippery for the boys to work on, so I gave 
them a little dough and a bawling out and sent them on their way. The 
next day I got a letter from some lawyer saying he was gonna sue me 
for two days’ salary that I owe the boys. Which goes to show you acrobats 
will turn on you every time, 

Junior Handles Lines Well 

Aggie hasn’t been feeling so hot lately; her rheumatism is playing a re- 
turn date on her feet. She said the other day, ‘To think my own feet 
should be my worst enemy.’ Junior is swell and talks all day. He sez 
Mama, Papa, doggie, cat. In fact, he talks better than a lot of acrobats 
that put lines in their act. 

We ran a musical picture the first half, one of them operatic things. | 
They sang so much and so long it broke the tubes in our amplifier. It was 
so bad that it made the customers wish they got a magazine. The picture 
has been playing around for years—sorry I didn’t wait until the print had 
worn out completely. 

My best to my pals back there and tell ’em a lot of the vaudeville houses 
were turned into picture houses because not enough people turned into 
vaudeville houses. sez 


so we 





Your pal, 
Lefty. 
P. S.: Jerry Doyle sez, ‘The greatest trouble with stomachs these days is | 
filling them,’ 


COL., REP AND GB 
SET PROGRAMS sissy 


| George Topper, treasurer of Fox 
West Coast Theatres, addressed the 
class of cinematography at the Uni- 





STUDES LEARN ABOUT 
PIC COIN FROM TOPPER 








| vention, 


| for its 
|Roy Rogers, 





Bobby the Bum 





Hollywood, May 3. 

Sol Lesser is building Bobby 
Breen into a big, bold he-man. 
First step was to rig the singing 
moppet with his first long pants. 

Next was to order that all fu- 
ture Breen pictures must con- 
tain at least one sequence in 
which Bobby wins a knuckle 
decision. 











Autry in Rep.s 
Lineup of 59 Pix 


For 38-39 Season 


Hollywood, May 3. 

Republic will announce 1938-39 
schedule for 55 features, including 
four anniversary specials, as well as 
| four serials during annual sales con- 
which got under way here 
today (Tuesday), with Herb Yates, 
board chairman, presiding. While 
Yates is remaining mum on the sub- 
ject of Gene Autry, until he makes 
his program announcement, it is be- 
| lieved that differences between the 
sagebrusher and company have been 
patched up and that Autry will re- 


i'turn to the fold. 


Yates, at least, will inform the 
franchise holders, salesmen and home 
office execs he is skedding eight 
Autry pictures for the new season. 

Eastern and southern delegates to 
the sessions, which will be held at 
the studio, pulled in Monday morn- 
ing aboard a special train, accom- 
| panied by Yates and Moe Seigel, pro- 
duction head, who boarded the spe- 
cial at Dallas. Coast crowd arrived 
Sunday. 

Meeting for franchise-holders only 
was held at the plant yesterday 
(Mon.) afternoon, with the general 
gatherings getting under way today. 
Convention will be brought to a 
close with a banquet Thursday night. 

Sidney Sutherland and Ralph Block 
have been added to the writing staff. 

Sutherland will script ‘Lady in the 


News,’ starring Gloria Swanson and 
Block will do a re-write on the 


screen play for 
Street Mystery.’ 
Rep is_ rushing 
new western 


‘The Great Wall 


three _ stories 
singing lead, 
to be produced under 
the supervision of Sol C. Siegel, with 
Charles E. Ford as associate. 

Paul Franklin, Luci Ward and J. 
Benton Cheney are working on the 


| scripts, 





Autry’s Song Warning 

Santly Bros.-Joy, Inc., was put on 
notice by counsel for Gene Autry, 
in connection with the firm’s publi- 
cation of ‘Dust.’ Tune is from the Re- 
public production, ‘Under Western 
Stars.’ Herbert S. Huebner, Autry 
lawyer, wired that his client held the 
copyright to ‘Dust’ and that Republic 
with which Autry is feuding, had 
no right to dispose of the song’s pub- 
lication rights. 


Columbia is planning a program 
tentatively calling for a total of 56 
features for 1938-39, is against 64 
for the season which draws to a 
close in August. The reduction is 
expected to affect westerns, of which | 
Col sold 22 this year. For the first 
time Coe will produce its own serials, 
scheduling four series. The company 
is scheduling regional sales meets to | 
be held in N. Y. May 13-14-15; Chi 
cago May 18-20; Dallas May 23-24, | 


and San Francisco May 28-29. Abe | 
sales manager, | 


Montague, general 
who was away in Buffalo, final plans 
for °38-39 awaiting huddles with him 
returned to New 
(Tues. ). 

As against a cut for Col, Republic 


York yesterday 


is upping from 52 features to 55 for | 


"38-39, plus its usual four serials, and 
Gaumont-British is announcing a 
total of 24, an increase of 12 for the 
coming season. Both Rep and GB 
are in convention now, the former in 
Hollywood on a national meet which 


is being aitended by district and | 


branch managers as well as others 
from exchanges. 

GB, with three regionals, 
York, Chicago and Denver, wind up 
in the latter Friday (6). 


} SAVORY AT METRO 

if Hollywood, May 3. 
Gerald Savory, 

will 1eport 

start his 

liu i 


gatas 





this week at Metro to 
term contract with the 
Stromberg unit. 

iors hew Stage play, 
and Lioper,’ ¢pened in London two 
Weeks aga. 


New | 


British playwright, | 


‘Good 





versity of Southern California on Republic contends that while Aut- 
|‘accountancy as applied to motion) rey does hold the copyright the song 
picture exhibition.’ Speaker covered | was written by Johnny Marvin, from 
| the urgent need of speed in prepara- | whom the picture producer had 
| tion of statistics for house operating | bought it. Santly Bros. had hesitated 
| staff and then touched on types of | about putting the number out until 
film statistics compiled by the ex-| Republic agreed to indemnify the 
| hibitor, firm against any judgment resulting 
| An interesting feature along with! from litigation, 

| the address was a chart describing Cast of ‘Western Stars’ is headed 
| graphically the division of the box|by Roy Rogers, whom Republic 
office dollar in relation to expenses| brought in after Autry had staged 
and profit. his walkout. 


Practical discussion on the capi- 
talization of various types of lease- 





*| hold and property values, as well as | Luraschi Now Par’s Censor 


| depreciation and amortization § of 
| theatre properties was made a part 
of the address. Hollywood, May 3. 
Arthur Ungar, VARIETY mugg, | Luigi Luraschi, head of the for- 
speaks on the subject of motion pic- | eign department at Paramount, has 


— 





iture publicity and advertising at been made censorship editor, to han- 
U. S. C. tomorrow night (Wednes- | dle problems on both domestic and 
day). Lecture series was arranged | foreign releases, 


New 


by Charles D. Buckley, attorney for 








job will be carried on in ad- | 





‘The Girls’ Eye View 


By Marian Squire 





‘College Swing’ Goes Clambake 

‘College Swing’ starts out with an original idea but the thought gets 
pretty much lost in the shuffle by the time Gracie Allen collects a ‘faculty’ 
consisting of Bob Hope, Martha Raye, Ben Blue and the Jerrys, Collonna 
and Bergen. The film, a campus scramble with the usual bevy of chorus 
co-eds, has some of its best moments with the teaming of Miss Allen 
and E. E. Horton. 

Despite persistent rumors that Martha Raye is turning glamour gal, her 
fans will be glad to know that she is her old hotcha self in ‘College Swing.’ 
She wears a number of exotic gowns but she doesn’t let the handsome 
wardrobe cramp the Raye style. First entrance is in a 
surrounded by fluffy fur, with a cone hat and dark veil. For a rhumba 
with Ben Blue she wears black sequin gown sleekly fitted and bursting 
into ruffles at the hem. Skirt is slit to the knee and outfit accompanied 
by shoulder-length, black lace gloves. 

Betty Grable does her bit of swing in a fitted dressmaker 


sweeping cape 


blouse with 


full skirt, and in a foamy white tulle evening gown. 

Romance is in three sections—Miss Allen and Horton, Miss Raye and 
Hope, with a minor heart-throb falling to Florence George and John 
Payne. Miss George romances in a sheer embroidered white gown, ruf- 


fled around the square neck. 

‘Dean’ Cecil Cunningham is trim in black with touches of white. George 
Burns, connected with the ‘college’ in some unidentifiable capacity, shows 
up occasionally for scenes with Miss Allen. As so often happens with a 
large collection of first cabin names, more attention seems to have been 
paid to the cover than the contents of the book. 

Swing-Siliies at the Par 
initial New York stage appearance (27), did a good 

Paramount swing-sillies in order, for his musical 
question bee. Six contestants selected from the audience by numbered 
tickets. Kids in the audience gleefully shouted answers when contestants 
muffed, but Mr. Kyser kept them from contributing until asked, which is 
an achievement. 

Harry Babbit tenors and handles the much disputed singing titles, 
down warbling is detailed to Sully Mason, Ish Kabibble heads 
done novelty and Virginia Sims is the femme angle, 

Miss Sims wears an oddish gown which looks like it was draped with 
flags when she is sitting down. Top is long sleeved fitted basque of gray 
blue, then there is a full-gathered skirt composed of a section of dark 
red, band of bright yellow and finished off with lighter-than-navy blue. 
Undoubtedly designed, but it looks like an accident, 


Kay Kyser, in his 
job of keeping early 


low- 
a well 


Archery and Trailerizing ‘Robin Hood’ 


For the honor of dear old Music Hall (and the forthcoming ‘Robin 
Hood’), the Rockettes and the Ballet shot it out with bows and arrows 
on the Music Hall roof Friday (29). With an audience of members of the 


press, photographers and window gazers from nearty office buildings, 
the lower roof became Sherwood Forest for the length of time it took to 
get some good newsreel shots. 

Scribblers spent most of the time ducking arrows and looking for a 
place to sit down. Neither was successful. Arrows flew through the air 
with reckless abandon—even standing in front of the targets wasn't 
practical, as they occasionally got hit, too. The only parking spots were 
several inviting green benches—freshly painted, making archery very 
hard on press arches. 

Rockettes wore the regulation practice clothes of blue trunks and blue 
and yellow blouses, and the ballet topped their stage ‘World of Tomorrow’ 
costumes with Robin Hood caps for the ancient sport, 

While newsreel cameras immortalized the historic event, Managing Di- 
rector W. G. Van Schmus presented two golden arrows to the two winners, 
They were Marjorie Matlin of the Ballet and Dorothy Meacham of the 
Rockettes—the two who hit the targets. 

A Haut Couture Whodunit 

A good cast and some bright dialog save ‘There’s Always a Woman’ 
from being just another ho-hum haywire who-shot-John. At that, it is 
more than reminiscent of ‘True Confession.’ 

Bodies and clues are apt to turn up anywhere, but so are laughs. Joan 
Blondell is obviously having a marvelous time—a little too obviously. 
She enters into the spirit of the thing with both feet, where a bit of 
restraint might have been more effective. Miss Blondell is sure she’s being 
terribly funny, and confident that her opinion is shared. Mr. Douglas, 
on the other hand, has a nice touch of leaving the reaction to the audi- 
ence, without waving imaginary ‘laugh’ and ‘applause signs.’ 

Miss Blondell sleuths in neat dark suits with light lapels, and in a very 
becoming nightgown. Tries out the new high hair style with an evening 
outfit—hip-length, fur-bordered wrap over a backless, drop-shoulder, black 
gown. 

Mary Astor, who appears to be responsible for the murders, one ordered 
and one personally conducted, favors black for her nefarious adventures. 
One light suit has a huge bow under the chin and fur sleeves, 

Frances Drake, one-time suspect (and why should she be an exception) 
wears a fur-sleeved, white evening wrap over white satin sheath gown 
decorated with paillette bolero. Gets out of her difficulties in a light 
tailored dress with silver fox scarf and cossack hat, 

‘Impressions’ of the World's Fair 

The Music Hall stages the World's Fair, with a chorus of ‘Grover Wha- 
lens,’ and the ballet posed on the side stairs bearing transparent banners 
in official W. F. colors. Girls dance in short flared black and white satin 
dresses with silver helmets, symbolizing the ‘World of Tomorrow.’ 

‘Song of Steel’ has a blueprint back drop and is accompanied by an 
occasional terrific ‘machine age’ clatter from the orchestra. 

Stewart Morgan dancers have an impressive set of Perisphere and Try- 
lon, and denote architecture. Femme member of the group wears white 
satin leotard as usual, ‘Agriculture’ note being carried out by several 
dancers in flowing robes and bearing sheaves of wheat. 

Rockettes are ‘Amusement,’ in ruffled rhinestone sprinkled short white 
costumes, with bright red vests, red gloves and tall cone hats. 





Stamps for Relief 


Hollywood, May 3. 
Motion Picture’ Relief Fund’: 
stamp committee was raised to five 


No Involuntary Petish 
Against Chesterfield 
Hollywood, May 3. 


Federal court on Monday (2) dis- 
missed the involuntary bankruptcy 


Fox West Coast theatres, and is dition to the foreign department | a the addition of Jean Hersholt and proceedings against Chesterfield Pic- 
| sponsored by Charles Skouras, pres- | 'duties. He succeeds John Hammel, erman Lowe. Other members are ture Corp. Indie outfit, headed by 
lident of the circuit. | who resigned after 17 years with | Adolphe ae Cooper and Gcorge Batchelor petitioned for & 
— the company. - Herrick-Herrick. an , nila a Gio 
| si Committee plans to raise funds washup, after effeciing a 50°@ settle- 
hii eiiaiainsdieiacicm . ; sae “ ment with creditors 
’ through the sale of stamps 1 f: wee ae 
| oland $ Benn oug Sale Of stamps from fan , ; seneares 7 ’ a 
| y Bolster ‘SUEZ’ CREW RETURNS ait. am was thrown into the wringer 
Hollywood, May 3 —_——————_—_——— ee 
PETE Wlaw 

Paramount assigned Mary Boland Di 0 ania wood, May 3. GUV WILL LOOK ON nng ewen 
'to one of the top supporting roles | irector Otto Brower and the 20th- Ww 
in the next Jack Benny starrer, FOX camera caravan returned from James Allr Agron deokacsny ay 2. | FA KEOWS BEST 

, ET | ee Aolenes anak “teann ; James red, governor of Texas, Hollywood, May 3. 

‘Artists and Models Abroad.” Frank | € Arizona desert where they shot! Wil) be a cuest of R b! Almi 
Butler is currently at work on the | 19,000 feet of battle scenes for ‘Suez.’ | the pd o -, baggy al when ; A ma Lloyd will play the second 
screen play. Action required 200 men and a troupe | starts Mav Ge — ears Pa sented = 00 ~ : oe — e 

Arthur Hornblow, Jr., is produec- of came!s and Arabian horses. Die Y i my : aramount, produced and directec 
ie ei Se er = Wore e. Pag genes pp ran teagan : Picture, based on the life of Sam y her father, Frank Lloyd. 

g, with Mitche ¢) as direc- emaining Jecation shots will be | Houston, deals with the history of Ronald Colman will star in the 
tor. made at Lake Elsinore. ; Texas, . . 


i film, slated to start May 9. 
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Studio Unemployment Poll Shows 
Less Than 20% Work Year Round pr [ 


Hollywood, May 3. 
Less than 20% of the members in 
the crafts and guilds in the picture 
industry are steadily employed, it is 
disclosed in a survey made by Jack 
Holen, chairman of the Studio Un- 


emplovment Conference. Figures 
also reveal more than 41% are un- 
employed in what is characterized 
as the most acute situation since 
1935. 


Canvass establishes that the aver- 
age annual earning for craftsmen in 
picture production is around $1,500; 
a small percentage makes over $2,000 
annually. 

Report states average annual 
wage dropped from a high of $2,433 


the 





in 1929 to the present low figure. | 
Holen declared, ‘While wages are } 
steadily declining, producer profits 


are increasing. Five major compa- 


nies reported 25% increase in profits 


from 1936 to 1937.’ 
Problem will be discussed thi: 
month at a mass meeting of the un- 


Reinhardt Started It 
But Metro Finally Got 
‘Danton’ Double for Pix 


Cedar Rapids, May 3. 

Because he resembles the famed 
French patriot Danton, Wade Cros- 
by, former resident of Cedar Rapids 
Ta.. has given up sign painting to 
become an actor. 
hardt’s idea. Passing through a the- 
atre lobby one morning, he saw 
Crosby at work. He halted and 
looked again. Crosby’s resemblance 
to Danton was uncanny. 

As Reinhardt was planning to 
make a picture of the life of Dan- 
ton, he induced Crosby to give up 
his painting job and become an ac- 
tor. Crosby agreed, but only tempo- 
rarily. He emphasized the fact that 
he would return to painting as soon 
as the picture was finished. 


A series of successful tests were 


| late 
' 


| 


It was Max Rein- | 


| 


made of him and though producers | 


admitted they were impressed, none 
was willing to put $1,000,000 into a 
production with an unknown in the 
lead. So no picture was made and 
Crosby went back to his painting 
sooner than he expected. But hav- 
ing had a taste of acting, he wasn’t 
satisfied with painting any more 
Reinhardt, however, left for Europe 


and with him Crosby’s best chances } 


for acting opportunities 

Casting directors had no time for 
him when they heard he lacked ex- 
perience. Join some stock companv 
get experience, they advised 
then maybe we can use you. 
Meantime, Metro had begun work 

‘Marie Antoinette,’ co-starring 
Norma Shearer and Tyrone Power. 
As Danton plays an important part 


some 


on 








S.E.C. STOCK DEALS 


Latest Report on Show Biz Nego- 
tiations 
Washington, May 3 
Transaction in securities of two 


film companies were reported to the 


Securities & Exchange 


last week by 


while holdings of two new directors 


and other members of the industry 
were revealed 

Latest S.E.C. report shows E. V 
Richards of New Orleans, directo! 
of Paramount, swelled his interest 
in the company through Rochelle In- 
vestment Corp., in which he has a 
stake; Loew’s, Inc. picked up more 
paper issued by Loew's Boston thea- 
tre. and John H. Devlin of Boston 


unloaded some of his stock in the 


Hub realty firm 

In six separate transactions during 
March, Richards got 2,500 more 
pieces of 6% convertible second pre- 
ferred, boosting his holdings to 7,500 


shares. Devlin ,eddled 250 shares 
of Loew's Boston common, keeping 
but 25, while the parent company 


picked up 450, increasing its control 
to 99,002 shares. 

Edward A. Golden of Monogram 
was shown to have no stock interest 
in his company but Samuel I. Posen, 


just added to the board, accounts for | 


45 shares of Universal's 9% cumula- 
tive first preferred. 


MINN. SECTOR'S 
EARLY FILM 
SELLING 


Minneapolis, May 3. 

| Most of local film exchanges claim 
; to be doing best business in years. 
best Wednesday Universal! here had 
the biggest shipping the 
| 


branch's history, according to Frank 


day in 


Mantzke, exchange manager. 

Joe Podoloff, 20th-Fox branch 
manager, says his exchange is doing 
| the fastest selling job ever on new 
Branch is four to five 
| months ahead of corresponding pe- 
riod a year ago and expects to have 
largest percentage of its deals com- 


! product. 


|pleted by early or mid-summer at 
latest, he says. 
Metro. Paramount. United Artists. 


Warners 


also report 


a 
Republic and Monogram 


unusually big business. 


A checkup of records at 20th-Fox 


| 
in the story, Hunt Stromberg, who | ; 
is brineing Stefan Zweie’s famou n situations where the company has 
$ inging §& a é g's far s ¢ 
biography to. the screen tested had access to boxofiice statements 
“(ete ign , aire : a | because of percentage deals also re- 
dozens of candidates for the role. ; ee 
Crosby heard of the producer's |veals that ‘picture for picture of 
: 5 ‘ F hy ir «type and quality current 
search and went to the studio for an | mil “yi ' Joba ges 
. year’s releases have outgrossed those 
laterview. Stromberg talked with , ; ; 
eee ie Ae of a year ago,’ according to Podoloff 
him five minutes and was so im- Si 4 ie ‘er 
pressed he signed him for the part Thin Ice,’ for example, played to 
without a test larger percentage returns than “One 
His resemblance to Danton is} !! -. Million.” and “Happy Landing 
amazing.” Stromberg told Director | "#5 %een holding its own with the 
W.S. Van Dvke | first mamed, he says Heidi’ was 
. “ * . ro y 
: ; he soest Shirley Temple grosser 
And so Crosby, although he’s | big ‘ ~ rley J _ ‘y , 
. : i is erritoryvy ly sever: ars 
actually been in pictures for more |!" ‘ om en Ry iene” Gal 
than two years, makes his screen | “” le ‘Life Begins in College me. 
debut in ‘Marie Antoinette.’ | distanced ‘On the Avenue’ and ‘Pig- 
“ ‘ + “a i 4 4 . , tr 7 
: sk arade Jane Withers releases 
He is married and has one daugh- | skin —— Jan - al ae 
¢ e eer ncereasin&iv optiar ana 
ter, Ann, who, though only seven | '™‘ se Raggio ; . pe range yrs 
years old, is a veteran ctress. She poe i ¥ oe a ' athe the ! 
3 de ire lave one Tier tnar 
has appeared in 65 productions. peta in 
lcorresponding releases a year aso, 
T R ti C t lhe declares, 
: Muni’s Big Appl 
Hollywood, May 3. unl $ ig pp e 
Spencer Tracy is back from New - — 
York, having abandoned his pro- a 
‘ " 1OLIVWOO Wla 1 
posed European vacation because ol ‘Story of Willi: Well’ hes been 
ill health, the result of an opeva- way SS Ven ee eee 
” in March ; oD night by Warners as a possibie 
ati ' 
lyarn for Paul Mun 
After a relapse in Manhattan. | *@'" ¢° Paul Muni 
Tracy planed back home, where he | Heinz Herald and Geza Herczeg 
vill take a complete rest. screenplayving 


+ 
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| 
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Commission 
two corporate insiders, | 


| But in 


|with grosses 
highly advantageous to capitalize to | 


| who argue that by 


| then takes 
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Discourse on er- 
Well- 
Known Exploiteer Is Kept 
Impersonal for 
Reasons — Dangers of 
High-Pressure—Also 
False Economy 


GOOD-WILL ELEMENT 


There is a difference of opinion 


as to the value of exploitation for 
motion pictures in most executives’ 
minds. In some instances they be- 


lieve it is good showmanship to give 
a high pressure campaign to a pic- 
ture that has exploitation value. 
Others deem it a waste of money to 
| go out and get free space from news- 
papers, department stores and other 
avenues of publicity. 

these days when the in- 
'dustry’s resourcefulness for mer- 
chandising of its product must needs 
be called upon to the fullest, 
value of exploitation seems more 
acute than ever. And, in midseason, 
riding high, it still is 


the utmost. That extra push can 
mean plenty of extra gravy. 

There are several execs in the 
larger distributing companies and 


on occasion among the independents, 
sending 
haphazard array of so-called public- 
ity and exploitation men, they may 
in the long run do more harm to the 


Obvious Semi-Annual Data Discloses $172,014 


the | 


out a} 


company they represent, and the 
pictures they are exploiting, than 
can be imagined. 


| Exploitation men are ‘ambassadors 
| of good 


will,’ they contend. They 
should act and deport themselves 
as the direct representatives of the 
company and. as such, in contacting 
the public through the newspapers 


and department stores throughout 
the country, reflect credit on the 
picture business. How important all | 
this is cannot be underestimated. 
Exploiteers in the field . contact} 
the editors of the newspapers, and 
all departments of the papers— 


Sunday features, city desk, fashions, 
sports and society, advertising man- 
agers and at times the owners and 
publishers. If their approach is 
mediocre it immediately reacts 


F EXPLOITATION 








' ‘Ask Special Exams for Labor 
crt) Hearings on 65 H'wood Petitions: 


Actors Retrieve 


FOX THEATRES REPORT 





Deficit 
Fox Theatres Corp. had a deficit 
yf $12,014 for the six months period 


from June 31, 1937, to Dec. 31, ac- 
cording to the semi-annual report 
filed last week by Milt n Weisman 
trustee, in the New York federal 
court. The report repeated that 
ltotal deficit of the orporation 
amounts to $40,333,209 and book 


value of current asseis total $4,400,- 


000. The trustee’s book valuation of 
the assets are 98,207,000, including 
the claim of William “ox, which 
lamounts to $7,500,000. The loss of 
the corporation under receivership 


since 1932 is placed at $513,209. 

Claims amounting to $29,957,578 
have been settled for $6,988,294. Un- 
| settled claims, exclusive of the Wil- 
liam Fox claim, amorint to $1,414,427. 
'Investments in subsidiaries held 
| worthless amount to $28,693,671. 





BIWAY ASSN NIX 


ON ‘SON OF A 
WITCH BALLY 


License Commissioner Paul 
and Broadway Association 
change in marquee billing of ‘Wajan’ 
at the Brandts’ Gaiety, N.Y., this 
week, 
labeled it 
scarers as 
etc., was altered somewhat . with 
signs now reading ‘Witch's Son,’ etc. 

Billing is credited to late Al Fried- 
lander who created catch lines when 
he first saw the film about a year 
ago. Brandts’ appropriated’ the 


‘nudists,’ 


' posthumous tagging. 


against them. Exploitation men pri- |, 


marily want free space in the 
papers, which is always a difficult 
task. For years the newspaper 
men’s trade papers have campaigned 
against free press matter. 

Now look at it when an exploita- 
tion man, representing one of the 
large companies enters a newspaper 


office, seeking to get pre matter 
in. and starts off by telling the 


editor that he is doing him a favor 
in giving him material, and ends 
up by saying that he is spending 
extra money advertising and he 
is entitled the columns. 
He’s immediately behind the eight 
ball. All one mention to any 
editor that there 
volved, and up 
As far as this 
cerned he is 
torial room 


mon 


on 
to news 
has to 
is advertising in- 
red flag 


special man 1s con- 


goes the 


outlawed 11 
Yet it's a rather com- 
approach——and the wrongest 
kind 

Plenty to Overcome 
the next 
exploit another 


same company in the 


happens to man 
up to 


the 


What 
WU“ } Oo show 


picture for 


ame city? This man is a former 
newspaperman, knows his business 
thoroughly, and speaks the news- 


paperman’s language. After listen- 
ing to a string of vituperation about 


the company he represents, and hi 
ilk in general, he’s told nothing will 
get into the paper’s columns re- 
garding his company’s picture It 


all the major salesman- 


ship and persuasive power of the 


man to set things right and estab- 
lish the entente cordiale 
In the nast few years voung men 
have haurted the exploitation di- 
(Continued on page 19) 


‘GROUCH CLUB’ FOR 
WB SHORTS SERIES 


Hollywood, May 3. 





Warners will make a series of 
shoris based on Jack Lescoulie’s 
‘Grouch Club,’ a radio feature over 
KFWB for the past six weeks. Pro- 


duction will be at the WB Brooklyn 
studio. 
Transamerican 
a radio deal for 
Accompanying Le 


‘forking on 
comedy turn. 


will be 


] also v 
the 
scoulie east 


Nat Hiken, his scripter, and Arthu1 
Q. Bryan, producer-comic, 

Deal calls for first cluster of seven 
with two sets of 13 on option pick- 
up 


McCormick Sues Lyons 


Hollywood, May 3 


John McCormick filed suit against 
his former agency partners, A. & S. 
Lyons. Inc., asking specific damage 
f $6,328.72 and an accounting to de- 
termine what commissions might 
have accrued to him ince Feb. 4 
when he left the organization 


Now a member of the Leland Hay- 
ward-John McCormick Mc- 
Cormick alleges his former partner 
repudiated a three-year contract. 

’ 
John Clark’s Op 

Under the doctor’s care for several 
weeks, John D. Clark, 20th-Fox v.p. 
in charge of distribution, underwent 
an operation for gall bladder trouble 
Thursday (28) at 
hospital, Montclair, N. J. 
in Montclair. 


e , 
agency, 


Clark live 
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Moss | 
forced | 


Lurid billing, part of which | 
‘Son of a Witch,’ plus such | 
‘passion,’ ‘naked,’ | 


the Mountainside | 


Bd 


Coin in 2,500 Claims 


Hollywood, May 3 
onal Labor Relations Board 
will be asked to assign special trial 
examiners here to conduct hearings 


on 65 petitions involving the film in- 
dustry as soon as a decision ‘s handed 
down in the Screen Writers Guild 
Dr. Towne Nylander, regional 
NLRB, said date for first 


Case, 


director for 





hearing will be set immediately if 
writers’ decision establishes author- 
1LY of NLRB unde! Wagne! labor 
act 

William Walsh, special NLRB at- 
torney sent here from Washington 
te conduct writers ca will be as- 
| signed to represent board at various 
| hearing Because of his familiarity 
| With work, Walsh has been perma- 
|nently assigned to Los Angeles dis- 

rict. 
| Most important cases awaiting 


hearing are those of Screen Direc- 
tors Guild and the Riders, Character 
and Extra Players. Directors peti- 
tion probably will be first heard un- 
less Guild reaches an agreement with 
| the producers before their case is 
called for hearing. Negotiations be- 
tween major studios and SDG were 


| renewed recently, and _ indications 
are that a working pact will be 
agreed upon and that complaint 


| pending before NLRB will be with- 
| drawn, 

In the event that the petition of the 
Riders, Character and Extra Players 
is taken seriously, it is likely the 
Screen Actors Guild will intervene, 
| since latter now has a 10-year closed 
| shop agreement with the producers 
| Should recognition be given the 
tiders, Character and Extra Players 
it might jeopardize agreement of 
| SAG. 

Other crafts with petitions for rec- 
ognition as bargaining representative 
for their members now pending be- 
fore board are Society of Motion Pic- 
ture Set Designers, Society of Motion 
Picture Artists and_ Illustrators, 
Screen Cartoon Guild, Society of Mo- 
tion Picture Art Directors, Screen 
Publicists Guild, and Screen Set De- 
signers Guild. Another important 
| petition is that of James Shaw for 
; reinstatement as a technician at 
| Metro. Latter claims he was dis- 
| charged because of union activities in 
1933 strike of International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employes. Lat- 
ter recently was offered reinstate- 
ment, but nixed offer because it did 
not include back pay for time he has 
been idle. 





Recognition in Balance 
No appeal is planned by majority 
of producers if NLRB grants petition 
of SWG for an election of writers to 


bargaining representative 


picture companies are en- 
aged in a busine where a labor 
lispute would affect or obstruct in- 
terstate commerce, Granting of pe- 


ition, Which is considered highly 
probabie, is expected to definitely 
end fight of legitimate film crafts and 
unions for producer recognition. 

A favorable decision for writers is 
xpected to result in opening of ne- 
‘oliations with scribblers, as well as 
other independent organizations that 
lave been clamoring for recognition. 

| Majority of producers are said to feel 
an appeal would be useless in view 
of fact that U. S. Supreme Court has 


| already passed on most of phases in- 


volved in writers hearing 

Vriters’ case was reopened by 
NLRB on petition of SWG to include 
j certain new evidence im record, 
; Guild was anxious to show that ore 


fanization has now been incorporated 


inder California law in the name of 
the Screen Writers Guild, Ine It 
was formerly known as the Screen 


Writers Guild of t Aut! 
of America. Leonard S 
vill represent SWG. 


rs League 


Janofsky 


| A total of 2,500 claims were ad- 
justed for actors during the first 11 
months unde; Guild shop contracts, 


43 
r 


1 only two 


wa announced th 
| ot } 


going to arbitration, 


week by Fre *- 


Twentieth-Fox sales head is re- ‘k W. Beetson, secretary-treasurer 
ported rallying satisfactorily from e Association of Motion Picture 
the op (Continued on page 46) 
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Pilot’s 
Can Muster; Fools’ Weak 126, Slim 
$13,300 for ‘Woman, 4-Star Dualing 


’‘ 





a ae t— 
Los Angeles, May 3. Fair $1,500. Last week ‘Mad pea, 
Nothing very hot in the first runs} Music’ (U) (2d week (3d run) and | 
currently but ideal weather over the |‘It Happened Out West’ (20th) nice | 
weekend turned a bad start into a|$2,300. Last week ‘Old Chicago’ 
fairly strong finish, with most houses | (20th), close to record, $17,500. 
showing better than average returns. Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) | 
Best biz » town continues to be}|—‘Joy of Living’ (RKO) and ‘Law of 
Test Pilot. which on second week ]|the Underworld’ (RKO). Nice $9,000. 
at the day-date State and Chinese is| Last week ‘Golden West’ (M-G) (2d 
holding to bette than average and] week), okay $7,500. 
should come close to $27,500 on the Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
stanza after garnering nearly $38.000 |‘Women Are Like That’ (WB) and 
On initial week ‘Ma king the Headlines’ (Col). .Tasty 
Estimates for This Week $3,800 Last week ‘Goodby Broad- 
Chinese (Grauman-Fox) (2.024; 30- way” (U) and ‘Midnight Intruder’ 
40-55-75)—'Test Pilot’ (MG) and] ‘U). nice $4,000. 
‘Trip to Paris’ (20th) dual (2nd laa 
weck) 





veek). First holdover in more than 
a year fully justified with “we $12,- 
500 the count for second tanza. | 
First week came through for smé ash | 


$16,200. | 


Downtown-(WB) (17800; 30-40-55- | ‘ . 

65)—Fools for Scandal’ (WB) and | 
“Accidents Will Happen’ (WB) dual. 
Very little in sight for this nair on 
basis of first few days so will prot 

ablv have to be satisfied with slim 
$5.500 Last week, ‘Marco Polo’ 
(UA) and ‘Dare Devil Drivers’ (FN) 


second week, very good $8,300 


Four Star (Fox) (900; 40-55)—‘To ee 
the Vicior’ (GB) and ‘Pimpernel’ 
(UA) cual. Brace of foreign-mades Buffalo. Mav 3 
heading for slim returns, with $2,000 . , pie 
likely. First dual program for house Tommy Dorsey staged a whirlwind 


opening at the Buffalo this week and 
had the cats and bugs jamming the 
aisles over the weekend. Dorsey is 
getting the most vociferous 


day second stanza of 
solo bill $1,400. 
(2.756: 30-40-55- 


Last week. five 
*“Lady X’ (UA). 
Heliywood (WB) 


"2d Week $77 500 Best L. A. | F 


PICTURE GROSSES 


Wednesday, May 4, —_ 




















First Runs on Broadway 


Week of May 5 
Subject to Change 


Capitel—Test Pilot’ (MG) 
(4th wk.). 

Criterion—‘Call of the Yukon’ 
(Rep) (6). 


(Reviewed in Variety, April 27) 
Glebe—‘Lady in the Morgue’ 
(WB) (7). 


Music Hall—‘Joy of Living’ 
(RKO). 
(Reviewed in Variety, March 23) 

Paramount — ‘College Swing’ 
(Par) (2d wk). 

Rialto — ‘Who Killed Gail 


Preston’ (Col). 
(Reviewed in Variety, March 9) 
Rivoli ‘Count of Monte 
Cristo’ (revival) (UA) (4). 
(Reviewed in Variery, Oct. 2, 1934) 
Roxy — ‘Four Men and a 
Praver’ (20th) (6). 
(Reviewed in VARIETY, 
Strand—‘Beloved Brat’ 
on Probation’) (WB). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Jan. 12) 
Week of May 12 
Subject to Change 
Capitol — ‘First 100 
(MG). 
(Reviewed in Variety, March 16) 
Criterion—‘Arson Gang Bust- 
ers’ (Kep). 
Music Hall—‘Adventures of 
Robin Hood’ (CWB). 
in VARIETY, 
‘Stolen 


April 17) 
(‘Girls 


Years’ 


(Reviewed 
Paramount — 
(Par) (11). 
(Reviewed in VARIETY, 
Rialto —-‘Nurse from 
lyn’ (U). 


(Reviewed in VARIETY, 


April 27) 
Heaven’ 


April 27) 
Brook- 


April 13) 











65)—‘Fools for Scardal’ (WB) and| &: recep- 

“Accidents Will Happen’ (WB) dual. tion here of any stage band in years. 

Weak: lucky to hit $7,000 on stanza. Aside from this, takings are very 

Last week. ‘Marco Polo’ (UA) and | Quiet, “Test Pilot’ at the Lakes in its 

‘Dare devil ‘Drivers’ (FN) (2d wk.),| Second week being the only other 
standout. 


excell 8,000. ; : 
ae et (Bdwv Week is also featured by a drop in 


.) (2,280; 25-30-35- CCK 
admission scales at all 


40)—‘Arson Gang Busters’ (Rep) and downtown 
‘Condemned Women’ (RKO) dual | houses. 
and vaudeville. Slipped below nor- Estimates fer This Week 
mal trade for around $7,000. : Last Buffale (Shea) (3.500: 30-35-50)— 
week. ‘Old Barn Dance’ (Rep) and ‘Fools for Scandal’ (WB) and Tommy 
‘Danverous to Know’ (Par). with | Dorsey. Blew up a box office gale 
B!eckstone unit on stage, okav $9.000. | on the strength of Dorsey's appear- 
Pantages = (2,812: 30-40-55)— | ance and looks headed for probably | 
*T’:ere’s Always Woman’ (Col) and | at jeast $16,000. Last week, ‘Marco | 
“Miss Reughneck’ (Col) dual. Close | polo’ (UA) weak at $9,000 
to $7,000. so-so. Last week. second x resin | 
a i ie mei , ; Century (Shea) (3,000; 25-35)—~— 
week, ‘Joy of Living’ (RKO) and!, Reger 4 
‘Nicht Spot? (PKO). finished with Tip-Off Girls’ (Par) and ‘Marriage | 
satisfactory $6.200. Business’ (RKO). Has been slip- | 
Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-40-55) | Ping, looks like only fair $5,500. Last | 
—Dr, Rhythm’ (Par) and ‘Marriage | Week, ‘Snow White’ (RKO) (2d run). | 
Business’ (RKO) dual. Second week plummeted after nice start ana got | 
of straight sound, dual bill got under down to low $6,200. 
wav nicely with the answer likely Great Lakes (Shea) (3.000: 30-50) | 
$15.000, fine. with films going another —‘Test Pilot’ (MG) (2d. week). 
six days. Last week g days) ‘Col- | Should get around $9,000, okay. | 
lege Swine’ (Par) and ‘Maid’s Night | Last week, best of the month at over 
Ou’ (RKO) profitable $12 500. $18,000. 
RKO (2.872; 30-40-55)—‘Always a Hi ( a) ¢ - 25-40)—‘Ladyv 
Woman’ (Col) and ‘Miss Roughneck’ | x AOA “os Let ag tggt Ata ca 1 
(Col) dual. Running about on par | (wR), Limping along to around poor | 
with its day-dater, Pantages, for $4990, Last week, ‘Tom Sawyer’ 
likely $6.300 which will leave some | (yA) (2d week). about bottom 
profit. Last week ‘Joy of vias $4.100 ‘ ‘ 
(RKO) and ‘Night Snot’ (RKO) (2c ins >. 4 
wk.), held above danger line with! Lafayette (Ind.) (3,300; 25-35 )— | 
okev $6,000. Little Miss Roughneck’ (Col) and 


‘Lone Wolf in Paris’ (Col). Also feel- 
ing weakness, fair $5,500. Last week, 
‘Goodbye Broadway’ (U) and ‘City 
Girl’ (20th), slow $5,400. 


State (Loew-Fox) (2,414: 30-40-55- 
7\)\—Test Pilot’ (MG) and ‘Trip to 
Paris’ (20th) dual. Holdover holding 
to better than average biz with $15.,- 





000 the answer. First week ended | 

with terrific $21.553. tons aside from e > 

a holiday week. in three vears. ‘Pilot’ 2d Wk., Omaha, | 
United Artists (Fox-UA) (2.100: oP 

30-40-55)—Jndse Hardy’ (MG) and $6,500; ‘Jezebel’ Dual 9G 


‘Tadv X* (UA) dual. Forced to Omaha, May 3 
eliminate its continued first-run nol- ; er el ‘ ; pend 
icv because of holdover of ‘Test oie ee ee ee “—— 
Pilot’ at State-Chinese. house, along ee on 


with ‘Jezebel’ as the reason. 


with its dav-dater, Wilshire. on its Hol 
oe : oldover at the Omaha and an or- 
own this week. Looks like fair , Ho dover at the Omaha and an ot 
94 es : prt at 78 dianary program at the Brandeis give 
$2.200. Last week. ‘Rebecca’ (20th) only middlin’ competition. “Test Pilot’ 
and ‘Moto’s Gamble’ (20th). nretty : ' oe £80 


in its second week at the Omaha is 
making history. 
Estimates for This Week 
Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1.250: 10- 


werk with $9.500 on eight davs. 
Wilshire (Fox) (2.996: 39-40-55-65) 

—Trdee Harev’ (MG) and ‘Ladv X’ 

(UA) dual. Hitting better nace than 


previors week for *ood $4.200. Last | 25-35-40)—‘Fools for Scandal’ (WB) 
week ‘Rehecea’ (20th) and ‘Moto’s and ‘Beloved Brat’ (WB). 2ouble. No 
Gamble’ (20th). on moaveover, noth- robe strength here, $4,200, | 
ing to cheer about at $3,700. lightly over average. Last week. 
‘There’ s Always a Woman’ (Col) and 

‘ ? ‘Sti art Cc heering’ (Col), double, satis- 
COL LEGE SWING $6, 000, © factory $4,200, | 
dee - Avenue - Military (Gold- 

‘LIVING 9,060, DENVER e< ry (650; 810; 950: 10-25)—‘Dead 
End’ (UA), ‘Lives of a Bengal Lancer’ 

| (Par) and ‘Change of Heart’ (20th), 

triple, first half week. ‘Big Broad- 

id id : Denver, May 3 cast’ (Par), ‘Daughter of Shanghai’ 
‘Old Chicago’ packed the Aladdin | (Par), dual, second half. Light $1.900. | 
with standouts on repeated days and | Lact week, ‘Radio City Revels’ 
goes back downtown. Other busi- | (RKO) and ‘High Flyers’ (RKO). 
ness in town is fair enough. doubled, and ‘Hurricane’ (UA), and 
Estimates for This Week ‘Baroness and the Butler’ (20th), | 


Aladdin (Fox) (1.400: 25-40) — 
Chicaco’ (20th) (2d run). 


Fine $5.- 


split week, with last bill accounting 
for most of biz. Very good $2,300 « 


500. Last week ‘Divorce of Lady X’ combo. 

(UA), only fair $2,500. Omaha (Blank) (2,100; 10-25-40)— | 
Broadway (Fox) (1.100; 25-40)— ‘Test Pilot’ (M-G) continues for a 

“Golden West’ (M-G) (2d run). Sat- | second week. Broke in last week as 

isfactory $2.500. Last week ‘Non- single feature in radical departure 

Stoo New York’ (GB), poor $1,009. from a practically unbroken policy 
Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-55- of double bills. In the last two years 

40)—College Swing’ (Par). Nifty this one is the only film to play a 


$6,000. Last week ‘Tipoff Girls’ (Par) | Blank house in Omeha as a single 


and ‘Back Siage’ (GB), only fair | bill for a full week. Week will come 
$4.100. in around $6,500, average. Last week 
Denver (Fox) (2.525: 25-35-50)— the picture ran to $12,000, topping 
Jezebel (WB). Fair $7.500. expeciations. 
Rialto (Fox) (878: 25-40)—‘Zam- Orpheum ¢+Blank) (2.976: 10-25-40) 
Boanga’ (GN) and ‘State Police «U). ‘Jezebel’ (WB) and ‘Romance in 


| ‘Test Pilot,’ 
i excellent $12,000 at the State. Open- 


dual 


| ‘San 


| first 


| raved, 





| near average is 
|} at the Golden Gate, 
draw is due to the p. a. 


Rivoli — ‘Count of Monte 
Cristo’ (UA) (2d wk). 
Roxy — ‘Four Men and a 
Prayer’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Strand—‘Crime School’ (WB) 
(12). 
(Reviewed in current issue) 
the Dark’ (Par) dualed. Strong bill 
and is leading the pack. Picture | 
dressed up with special pit sym- 
phony, first here in years. Very well | 


received, $9.000. Last week, 
Jungle Love’ (Par) and ‘Checkers’ 
(20th-Fox), dual. Drawing about 
evenly divided, but summed up to 
$7,300, satisfactory y. 





Mpls, Continues 


Slide: ‘Chi H. 0. 
Down to $5,500 


May 3. 
despite 


Minneapolis, 
Biz here grows’ worse, 
strong films. 


Matinee trade particularly shot. 


Even ‘Test Pilot’ and ‘In Old Chi- 
cago,’ not to mention “Tom Sawyer.’ 


| ‘Judge Hardy’s Children’ and ‘Mayer- 


are off during the afternoons. 
however, will go to an 


ling,’ 


ing of American Assn. baseball sea- 
son here, warmer weather 
other counter attractions are 
gravating the film situation. 
current films are holdovers— 
‘Mayerling.’ 


ag- 
Two 
‘In Old 


Chicago’ and 


Estimates for This Week 
Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 14-25)— 
‘Arsene Lupin Returns’ (M-G) and 
‘Walking Down Broadway’ (20th), 
first runs. split with ‘Penrod 
and Twin Brother’ (WB) and ‘He 
Couldn't Say No’ (WB), also dual 
first runs. Mild $900 seen Last 
week, ‘Love Is a Headache’ (M-G) 
and ‘Swing Your Lady’ (WB), dual 
first runs, $800. Light. 
Century (Par-Singer) (1,600: 25-35- 
40)—‘Judge Hardy's Children’ «(M-G). 
Lots of praise for this one but box 
office lacking just the same. Light 
$3,200 looks about tops. Last week, 
‘Dangerous to Know’ 
five bad davs, $1,500. 
Minnesota (Par-Singer) (4.200; 25- 
35-55)—‘Old Chicago’ (20th) (2d 
week). Only two other pictures, 
Francisco’ (M-G) and ‘Good 
(WB), ever have remained a 
week here, the other 


Earth’ 


second 


‘Her | 


| 


for $3,500 with this pair. 





and | 


| week ). 


| House is 
} and 


(Par) out after | 


hold- | 


overs always being moved to smaller } 


Did a smashing trade the | 
but second canto off to 
weak start. House will be lucky to 
garner mild $5,500 for final seven 
days. First week, $14,000, big. 
Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,890; 25- 
35-40 )—'Tom Sawyer’ (Par). Crities 
but still no good. Mild $5,200. 
Last week. ‘Her Jungle Love’ (Par), 
yanked after six days, poor $3,500. 


houses. 
week, 


ably lift to fine $12.000 which, how- 


State (Par-Singer) (2.300; 25-35- 
| 55)—"Test Pilot’ (M-G). One of sea- 
son's best box office bets. Will prob- | 


Philly Shuifling Downtown Policy: 
‘Nurse -Band 236, ‘Four Men’ $14,600 





4 


(2d week), $4,000, light after good 

7,200 first week. 

Time (Berger) (290; 15-25)-—Pris- 
on Nurse’ (Rep). Action pictures 
such as this is what they apparently 
want here. Pretty good $900 indi- 
cated. ‘Manhattan Merry-Go-Round’ 
Nv pulled after five bad days, 


Uptown (Par) 
‘Goldwyn Follies’ 


(1,200: 
(M-G). 


25-35 )— 
First nabe 


showing. Light $2.000 indicated. Last 
week, ‘Yank at Oxford’ (M-G), $2,- 
300, light. 

World (Steffes) (350: 25-35-40-55- 


75 )—‘Mayerling’ (French) (2d week). 
Critics’ praise and word-of-mouth 
boosting helping this one. Okay $1,- 


7 


Philadelphia, May 
Coupla fair to middlin’ weeks a 
Philly biz is again on the skids. 
They’re picking ’em out, though, and 
some houses are hitting fairly smooth 
grosses, nevertheless. Notable among 
this class is ‘Test Pilot’ in its 

ond stanza at the Stanley. 
Warner Brothers changing some 
policy in mid-towners in an effort to 
pull out of the doldrums. Unusua) ic 
‘Marco Polo,’ which last week com- 
pleted two sessions at the Aldine. 
coming into the vaudfilm Earle on 
Friday. House has experimented 
with second runs occasionally before 
without notable success Another 
unusual one is first-run, and an indie 


S€C.- 





700 indicated. _ hast v week, $1, 800, fine. 


Schnickelfritz 
Aids ‘Women To | 
$15,000 in S. F. 


‘Four Men 


| Lombardo on 
like floparoo sesh may come out with 


San Francisco, May 3. 

Only new attraction on the street 
this week which will reach a figure | 
‘Condemned Women’ 
and most of the 
on the stage 
|of the Schnickelfritz Band. ‘College 
| Swing’ at the big Fox is a big dis- | 
| appointment. Another bill not up to | 
expectations is ‘Four Men and a 
| Prayer’ and ‘Battle of Broadway’ at | 
(the Par. ‘Of Human Hearts.’ a good 
enough picture but a bad draw be- 
cause of 20 marquee names, is a 
weakie at the Embassy. 

Estimates for This Week 


Embassy (Cohen) (1,512: 35-55)— 
‘Human Hearts’ (MG) and ‘Rose of | 
Rio Grande’ (Mono) (lst week ). 


Last week 
(10 days) ‘Met My Love Again’ (UA) 
and ‘Gaiety Girls’ (UA) got around 
$800 on the three extra days. 


Fox (F-WC) (5.000;. 35-55-75)— 
‘College Swing’ (Par) and ‘Tipoff 
Girls’ (Par) (first week). No better 


than $11,500, way below expectations. | 


Last week (2d) ‘Girl of Golden West’ 
| (MG) 


and ‘Moto Gambles’ 
mild $9,000. 
Golden Gate 


(20th), 


(RKO) (2,850: 35-55) 


—‘Condemned Women’ (RKO) and | 
| vaudeville. Freddie Fisher and his | 
Schnickelfritz Band given credit for 
$15,000 pace. Last week, ‘Jov of 
Living?’ (RKO) (2d week) okay 
$12,000. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2.440: 35-55)— 


‘Always a Woman’ (Co!) and ‘Reck- 
less Living’ (Col) (2d week). Forced 
holdover, $4.000. No product in| 
sight so revival of ‘Man's Castle.’ 
with Spencer Tracy, next. Last week 
(ist) n.s.h. $7,500. | 

Paramount (F-WC) (2.740: 35-55- | 
75)—Four Men and Prayer’ (20th) | 
and ‘Battle of Broadway’ (20th) (1st 
week). Crix and audience reaction 
mixed on ‘Praver’: weak $12.000. Last 
week, ‘Jungle Love’ (Par) and ‘Pen- 
rod’s Twin Brother’ (WB) tottering | 
$11.000. 


St. Francis (F-WC) (1.470: 35-55- 


75)—Jungle Love’ (Par) and ‘Pen- 
rod’ (WB) (2d week). Verv slim 
$3,500 in sight for Paramount color 
picture which should have’ been 
fairly good mugg fodder. Last week 
(2d) ‘Fools for Scandal’ (WB) and 


‘Dangerous to Know’ 
worse at $3,000. 

United Artists 
55-65 )—‘Tom 


(Par) did even 


(Cohen) (1,200; 35- | 
Sawver’ (UA) (3d 
With everything very much 
below par can’t complain too much 
at $4.500 in sicht on the third stanza. 
Last week (2d) managed to get $7,500. | 

Warfield (F-WC) (2.680: 35-55-75) 
—‘Test Pilot’ (MG) (2d week). Con- 
tinuing to do exceptional business. 
second week of this Gable-Lov-Tracy 
sky opera in the clouds at $15.000. 
plaving the picture alone | 
getting plentv of salvos from 
customers on the dropping of a sec- 
ond feature. Last week a heavy coin 
nabber at $22.500. a figure which is 
almost unheard of these days. 


WB Pair Away | 


Hollywood, May 3. | 
Two pictures got under way at 


Warners last = 
“Racket Buster 


beginning with 
* Llovd Bacon direct- 
ing and George Brent in 


the top 
role. 
Second to go was ‘Girls on Proba- 
tion,’ directed by William McGann. 


LOVERING RENEWS 
Hollywood, Mav 8. 


Director contract of Otho Lover- 


ing has been renewed for another 
year by Walter Wanger. 
Another vehicle is being sought 


ever, is less than film warrants, Will) fT the director who begged off ‘Per- | 


weeks. Last 
West’ ‘M-G) 


remain at least two 
week, ‘Girl ot Golden 


sonal History,’ 
' Suthe: lana. 


which goes to Eddie 


| ‘Monastery’ 
{ 
an experiment here and 


Hope | * 


| Musie’ (U) 


| Carlton 


| ing 


|} Over 


| feature, 


! actor, 


at that, in the Karlton. Pic is ‘Mon- 
astery.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Aldine (WB) (1,303: 42-57-75)— 
‘Beloved Brat’ (WB). Oke treatment 
by the crix, but kid’s appeal appar- 
) ently limited and doing punko $10.- 
| 200. Last week, ‘Marco Polo’ (UA) 
(2d week), soggy $8,700. 
Boyd (WB) (2,350: 42-57 
and a Prayer’ (20th). 
Slim $14,600. Last week. ‘Jovy of 
Living’ (RKO) about par $15.100 
Earle (WB) (2,758; 25-37-42-57-68) 
—‘Nurse From Brooklyn’ (U). Guy 
stage. What looked 


68-75 )— 


handy $23,000. Last week. 
Broadway’ (20th) and Cab 


‘Battle of 


Calloway 


| on boards, neat $21,600. 


Europa (Indie) (350: 37-42-57-68) 
—Storm in a Teacup’ (U A ). Scotch 
burr in this one made WB afraid to 


handle; crix raves, however, push- 
ing it to hefty gross at $2,800: at 
least one more lap. 

Fox (WB) (2,423: 42-57-68-75)— 
‘Her Jungle Love’ (Par). Weak 
$14,000. Last week, ‘Old Chicago’ 
(20th) (2d week), satisfactory at 


$12.800. 
Karlton (WB) (1,066: 42-57-68)— 
(Thom). First run 
pecially of indie product, completely 
looks very 
$4,500. Last week, 
(2d run) (2d week), 


esS- 


satisfactory with 
Jezebel’ (WB) 
powerful $4,100. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,870: 42-57-68 )— 
‘Old Chicago’ (20th) (2d run). Still 
doing well after eight weeks of road- 
showing and two on regular first- 
run; $5.600. Last week. ‘Mad About 
(2d run) so-so at $5,100. 

Stanley (WB) (2.916: 42-57-68-75) 
—Test Pilot’ (M-G) (2d week). 
Continues niftilvy to $15,500 level: 
‘Robin Hood’ (WB) arrives Fricay 
a week (13). Last week, socko $22.- 
800. 

Stanton (WB) (1.457: 37-42-57)— 
‘Women Are Like That’ (WB). No 
loss, but not much profit at $5 400, 
Last week, ‘King of the Newsb« vs’ 
(Rep) likewise with $5,300. 


PROV. H.0.’S; ‘PILOT’ 
$9,000, ‘CHI’ DUAL 86 


Siena May 3. 
Holdovers at Loew's State and Ma- 
jestic for first time since Fay-Loew’'s 
partnership forced Carlton 
revivals this week. Not hurt- 
Carlton, for ‘Maytime’ and 
‘Treasure Island’ going big. Other 


into 


| stands looking rosier with exception 


of Albee, which started slow. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2.200: 25-35-50)— 
‘Divorce of Lady X’ (UA) and ‘Go 
Chase Yourself’ (RKO). Not so hot 
$5,000 in offing. Last week, hold- 
‘Hawaii Calls’ (RKO) and ‘Joy 
of Living’ (RKO), neat $7.000. 
Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1.400: 25-35- 
50)—‘Maytime’ (M-G) and ‘Treasure 
Island’ (M-G). Looking for hand- 
some $4,000. Last week, ‘Marco 
Polo’ (UA) (2d run), okay $3.000. 
Fay’s (2,000; 25-35-50)—'That’s My 


Story’ (U) and French Folies of 1938 
on stage. So-so picture. but stage 
show helping for big $7,500, Last 
week, ‘Reckless Living’ (U) «nd 


|Uncle Ezra Stebbins on stage drew 


only fair $6,000. 


Leew’s State (3,200: 25-35-50)— 
‘Test Pilot’ (M-G) (2d week). Ex- 
pect drop but heading for neat $9.- 
000. Last week rang bell for zowie 
$17.500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2.300: 25-35-50)— 
‘Old Chicago’ (20th) (2d week) and 


‘Romance of Louisiana’ (WB) round- 


| 'ng§ up snappy $8,000. Last week had 


knockout $13,000. 
Strand (Indie) 

‘College Swing’ 

the West’ (Par). 


(2.200: 25-35-50)— 
(Par) and ‘Born to 

Biz picking up to 
healthy $7,000. Last week. ‘King of 
Newsboys’ (Rep) and ‘Hollywood 
Stadium Mystery’ (Rep) disappoint- 
ed and fell to miserable $2.500 for 
four days. 


Goodwins’ Leadoff 


May 3 
promoted from 
is directing his first RKO 
‘Cheating .-he Stars.” which 
rolled last week. 
Morgan Conway, 


Hollywood, 
Leslie Goodwins, 
the shorts, 


Broedwa 
was signed for a role 


lepit 
just be- 


fore production staried. 
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finish in the money, $3.000 Last | 














Strong Product Helps London Biz; | esha s, o i: Fair Preview a New Bway Alibi; 
' Orpheum (Cooper) (1,350; 10-15- 

Yank’ $27500, Bluebeard’ OK 5G. (cen) Dearth of Pictures: Kav Kyser Band 
a UU, Dilledear y | seem, mates ove terete Dearth of Pictures; Kay Ayser ban 
will be lucky to get $1,000. Last 

‘Swing 396, Woman’ $70,000 
5 onl ye the a tee Helps Swing ’ oman ’ 
ouble. idnt do so well, $1,400. 
a of the Golden West” (M-G ), Not eS a ae 
‘Torn Sawyer sated a oa presieay Greteee ites Pree ot etre, 


$3,500. 
‘ ° e e week, ‘Love Is a Headache’ (M-G) 
and ‘Wise Girl’ (RKO), dual, split 
now ] é 9 in In ee with ‘Arsene Lupin Returns’ (M-G) 
+ Stuart (Cooper) (1,900: 10-25-40)— ing after that if not getting a picture. 
London, April 26 
obtained from the Roxy when lattet 


West End picture theatres seem to Key City Grosses 


be inundated with exceptionally good 





asite tan thle ¢ lop and got $4, $4,500, excellent. cnnememne decided to hold ‘Chicago,” was any- 
product, a rarity for this time of the ations ; : Se ae sa ; ; thing but a gift, only around $8,000 
year ‘stimated Total Gross | Estimated Total Gross 


on 11 days 


Outstanders are ‘A Yank at Ox- This Week ........ $1,278,000 This Week ..... . $226,200 Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75)—‘Chi- 
ford’ (Empire); be ts bane aoe (Based on 22 cities, 156 thea- | (Based on 11 theatres) cago’ (20th) and stage show (4th-final 
Gallery); ‘Jezebel’ (Carlton); ‘Blue- tres, chiefly first runs, includin Total Gross Same Week week ) Nightcap will mean about 
beard’s Eighth Wife’ (Plaz: va Se FF 

















or taza). , Ww. ¥.) Last Year ... $314,600 $31,000, good, after a third week’s 
Disappointment is ‘In Old Chicago a Week gross of $41,000, second stanza’s take 
(Tivoli), which was figured to be in a ? (Based on 11 theatres) of $53,500 and $58,000 the initial 
the big coin for its 10 weeks’ session. SS | re $1,545,700 e even days 
Fn ep » 7 -e > amin . : —_— —— ‘ 
Estimates; $5 to the £ (Based on 24 cities, 181 theatres) °) Strand (2,767; 25-55-75)—‘Beloved 





Perhap the summer weather, Mceaas uR c tai er 
Carlton — ‘Jezebel’ (WB) (2d Brat’ (WB). Slow-goer, under $10.- 


| perhaps baseball and racing, then |¢ ‘c] | | 
bow re te 7 Ad Peg _ I | baba 5 C00 probable poor. Last week, 
hon rasa .d gg oe gating Oy pa $10,000 last week, should gross $7,000 mavbe it was the World’s Fair pa- | ‘Accident Will Happen’ (WB). un- 
ae a ry - FF “ee currently, good rade and show over the week-end— | der $6.000. which i retting all the 
stanza; should have no difficulty in Loew’s (M.T.Co.) (3.200: 50)—‘Sail- 9 . t’ ? 


or Ossibly it’s that the pictures nants he ie 
picking up $12,500 in second week; I : I teeth knocked out 











ing Along’ (G-B) and ‘Dr lal- aren’t so ducky—but whatever it State (3,450: 35-55-75) —Big Broad 

( cS ms Vv yr Sl s >. “ ~ = . = . : ; . d : . . : - . : ~, . ~ ee ade ‘ < - 

a Ramey org A ae runs | lett (Emp). Will do well enough on was or is, all’s quiet on the Broad- | cast’ (Par) (2d run) and Buddy Rog- 

OE sient Tanke at Oxford’ (M-G) $4,500 this week. Last week, good Detroit. May 3 way front this semester. The week- | ers orchestra. A lull has set in here 

seu tea Chalked up a cdeeiiainihs $5,000 on ‘All Quiet on Western ssealaiah: ay 9% end, probably hurt by the crowds | after the stampede raised by Mae 

pine hy Pee ye acer dregping ci Front’ (U) and ‘She’s Got Every- Downtown spots continue’ sad,!Grover Whalen’s Fair preview got, | West last week. best that house can 
4 pte ,+ . mblclslLa, 4 j 


. ast ars R RON. ‘th a thing’ (RKO). with weak product and outdoor at-| was away off. However, throughout 
re ae 500 yr pot ged = Princess (CT) (2,300; 50)—'Fools | tTactions coming up, Holdovers not| the country the week-end was also 
t 3 ‘, : Ss . . ’ ry ‘ ’ 2 oa ty ¢ Ke 

$27 $00 this week; seems assured of | fOr Scandal’ (WB) and ‘Adventure 's See Ps Serer Sone Gown. 

Sty . , ae 


do appearing to be only $17,000, away 
under average. Last week Miss West 
j}and ‘Merrily We Live’ (MG) (2d), 





fifth week, and may even stay longer: End’ (WB). _Looks like nice $6,000. Estimates for This Week Two holdovers, ‘Test Pilot,’ on it with stage show cut from scheduled 
transferring to the Ritz. Metro’s 400- Last week ‘Farewell Again (Regal- Adams (Balaban) (1.700: 33-40)—|third week at the Capitol, and ‘Old 1x to five on final three dny ended 
seater, which adjoins the Empire. Brit) and ‘When Knights Were Bold | ‘Wide Open Faces’ (Col) plus ‘Dr.| Chicago’ on its fourth heat at the | at under $40,000 below ori cinal cal- 
with ‘Girl of the Golden West’ (M-G) | ‘Resal-Brit) down, $3,900. ‘ | Hallet’ (U), dual Under normal | Roxy, are the best, followed by ‘Col- | culations but still very mighty 
revlacing. Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 50)—‘Gold- | $3500. Last week around $4,300,| lege Swing’ and Kay Kyser at the 


Gaumont—‘Sailing Along’ (GB) | “5” Follies’ (UA) (3d week). Still | fair, for ‘Boys of Streets’ (Mono) | Paramount, newcomer. Arthur Mayer 








(2d week). Staying forced. Barely | olding up_and should gross $4,000 | plus ‘Old Kentucky Home’ (Mono). | is getting a much better play at his ? 
touched $8,000 jin its first stanza; was | @!ter fine sar ag vee Pagiyoe .e-Film) | Fox (Indie) (5,000; 30-40-65 )—‘Bat- | bandbox Rialto with ‘Law of the Un- : 1 
intended to replace with ‘Rebecca’ < —“—. > de —— Cc + nina . 4 \tle of Broadway’ (20th), with Ben | derworld’ than of late, probably $7,- 
(20th) but picture being held up for (600; 30) aoe ; gh een F ne $2. |{Blue, Virginia Verrill on_ stage. (00, but elsewhere it S the weeps. - 
Whitsuntide, with ‘Music for Madam’ | Ligne Maginot. Hope for good $4- | Lucky to hit $13,000, brutal. Under rhere’s Always a Woman,’ in spite ‘ ] 
\i (RKO) replacing. 000. Last week, repeat of Les Men- $17,000 last week for ‘There’s Always | Of notices that would suggest better + 
Leicester Square Theatre—‘Mad | S0"S€S de Nina Petrovne,’ poorish | woman’ (Col) plus Wayne King business, will probably be short of . 
About Music’ (U) (5th week). Some- | $1,500. : , 9 band. $70,000, which ain’t no fun for the 
what erratic, opening slowly at $15,- St. Denis rape en) Cr Madison (United Detroit) (2.000: | Music Hall, while other theatres that | 
000, but jumped next week to $17,000; |—"La Tour de I este and Le (UD | 30-40-65)—‘Marco Polo’ (UA) (2d | 2re soothing wounds are the Strand, | 
averaging around $13,000; looks easy des Aristocrats. Will be down ~~ week). Under $4,500 following very Criterion, Rivoli, Globe and State. 
for eight weeks; nothing set to fol- but still okay at gee a mild $6,500 first stanza Will prob- Strand’s ‘Beloved Brat’ is poor and | * * 5) 
Vv 7 S © "j >’ ‘Li ir ; -% gees a te = W;wWiuse is sti o > ‘ > > | 
a . —— a“ seks Fg ety ood $5, 500. a iffe ably pull out this Thursday (5). h , e is oe agra yf vl cing 
or avi niet bu » date set as yet. ¥ >, ‘ 
Paris’ (Col) repent, gag SD se acne Michigan (United Deiroit) (4,000; inlay groceries goes to the 
gap; not likely to gross above $8 000, | 30-40-65)—‘Dr, Rhythm’ (Par), with Musie Hall in the shape of ‘Robin | s0ston, May 3 
- a ae “1, ene ennis 2d week) topping ’ sale se i histo —s oS . : 
and no holdover: ‘The Challenge’ | 1G Den , (2d é k t PP'NS | Hood,’ which Warners sold away | Mae West, in person, at the Bost yn, 
(Korda) scheduled to replace. — he SEW will Vian wae from its own Strand, picture being | is topping the town, and ‘Test Pilot,’ 
Marble Arch Pavilion— Bini ro — Weds fog, geo . — penciled for the Hall Thursday (12), | after smash week at the Orpheum 
S ‘red’ (Us bs WM “ric rs as IU GA, @ ’ =e ‘Test rile : } a Joes ¢ F < i Si te s whi I y int >X- 
dd ll re g Ry | film’s been pulled here in years. lee . il ga ing third at —s or Rin ‘Nakita teaaee eee 
ture at this second run house ‘in ‘Rhythm’ looks no better than mild- $27,000 excellent " while the final | Otherwise trad » is t ne tl reek 
years: topped $10 000 in first week, | ish $17,000 on the 10 days, “Women’ ‘fot rth) ohn . f ‘Old Chicago’ at | due to a coml es y heer > . 
th : el a -- : rst C could muster only brutal $6,000 in fourth course oO cas -. ) z ombDinalion o weak prod- 
and not likely to go below that fig- Ave days . the Roxy means rare spices at $31,- | uct and stiff competition. Ringling 
ure in second stanza; good for three : ys. — oi ‘ 000. On the 28-day run, house makes | circus opened yesterday (2), Suffolk 
weeks 5 a . = Palms-State ‘United Detroit) (3.-) the best profit it has shown on any | Downs horse track opened Saturday 
New Gallery—Snow White porns, ’ -e May 3 000: 30-40-50 )— Condemned Women individual picture since 1929. Four | (30) and Sonne Goodman packed 
(9th week). Smashed all-time house Baltimore, May 3. (RKO), plus “Bulldog Drummond's; weeks gross totals to around $183,-|Symphony Halil Sunday night at 
records on opening week for $3C,000, Ureventful doings in this town of | Peril’ (Par), dual. Fair $6,000 com- . ' ” 


000. ‘Four Men and a Prayer’ takes | $3.85 top. 
control Friday (6). : Estimates for This Week 
The State last week, with Mae | Boston (RKO) (3,212; 35-55-65)— 
West and ‘Merrily We Live,’ finished | ‘Ryerybody’s Doing It’ (RKO) and 
- at under $40,000, final two days | Mae West on stage. Rolling up big 
(2,000; 30-40-65)—‘Test Pilot’ (MG) | weakening a little, but now that a | ¢35 900 at tilted prices and $ix | how 
, - 9 ; : 4 6 « ‘5 \ a> ‘rv 
(2d week). About $6,200, fair, fol : daily schedule. Midnight show Fri- 
lowing okay $8,000 first session, but) ing around. ‘Big Broadcast’ on 2d | gay’ (29) at $1.10 top helping. Last 
nothing ll write home about. run, after milking at the Par,|week ‘Law of the Underw rid’ 


maintaining that figure for first four | holdovers, with only two new entries | i198 up. Tepid $6.500 last stanza for 
weeks, then dropping to around gti ie fr . - ‘Dr. Rhyth.n’ at Lupin Returns (MG) plus ‘Danger- 
$25,000; still averaging $22,500 and |" the de luxe front: Dr. Rnytt na! ous to Know’ (Par). 
reaping biggest kids’ trade in town: | Keith’s and ‘There’s Always a Wom- United Artists (United Detroit) 
looks cinch for its 20 weeks’ run, and | an.’ plus p.a. of Rufe Davis at the 
obits Plone exceed its tontractual | Hipp. Former off to a fairish start. 
Odeon—‘The Drum’ (Korda) (4th Biz here generally off compared to 
week). Averaged $25,000 weekly on | similar period last year. Local ex- 


+new show is in, nobody at all is com- 


its first fortnight, then dropped to | hibs planning ambitious drives for b pha or be cule eee 000. Promega cael a 
ott $17,500; will stay two more | summer. Praver er’ 16 Ted Is. When ready, ‘Marie Antoinette’ |~ p ote iM &, > (1.332: 25-35-40- 
weeks, with ‘Adventure of Tom Saw- Estimates for This Week y p | will reopen the $2 Astor for Metro. |55)—-ools for Scandal’ ( WB) a aad 
sg eit ee tare ” Gar” (1st Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- | That may be around June 1. |‘Prison Nurse’ (Rep), dual Faw. 
week). Biggest thing since “The | 25-35-40-55)—'Test Pilot’ (M-G) (2d nelteensiie May 3. | Estimates for This Week |fairish, about $5,500. Last week, 


ai ’ ays : | week ing i ~ si ‘Tes ’ which is ‘api 52 - -$1.25)— | « $6,000 for. ‘Jezebel’ (WB) and 
Plainsman’ (Par): looks certain to | Week). Holding up steadily to $9 Outside of ‘Test Pilot,’ which is Capitol (4,520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25) kay $6,0 ) eb v an 
exceed the $25,000 mark: seems set | 900 after zooming opener to $18,300. | holding up well in its second week | ‘Test Pilot’ (MG) (3d week). Coun- | ‘Love on a Budget’ (20th) (both 2d 





for at least four weeks and maybe | First h.o. here in year. ; at Loew's, the first run film houses | try’s current best grosser is no ex- | run), dual. 
longer: will then transfer to ae | Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205;/ are showing nothing that’s strong | ception in New York; this week (3d) Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 35- 


} ariton for a second West End run. | 15-25-35-40-55-66 )—‘There’s Always enough to check the downward slide | will add to around $27,000, fine, after 50-60) ‘Joy of Living’ (RKO) and 
Regal—‘Damsel in Distress’ (RKO) | 2 Woman’ (Col) plus vaude. Getting | here. Showmen here say that their ja second canto of $42,000. temains | stage show, topped by Lee Sims and 
(2d week). Did fairly good holiday | fair $11,000. Last week, second of grosses always dip in May, but cur-|/ a fourth week. First 100 Years | Ilomay Bailey. Drawing okay night 
week at $15,000, but not likely to ex- | ‘Joy of Living’ (RKO), dipped to|rent figures portend an even worse | (MG) to follow. - : _ |trade- very pale matinees. Looks 
ceed $10060 in its second and last | $9.100 after okay initial $13,700 ses- drop. than usual. One alibi among| Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—‘Invis- | Jike $16,000. Last week, ‘Battle of 








week; ‘We Are Going to Be Rich,’ | sion. ; the downtown exhine is that the col- | ible Enemy’ (Rep). Weak business | Broadway’ (20th) and Jackie Cooper, 
first Gracie Fields picture made by |__Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 15- lections from the audience s of con- getter, probably around $6,500. Last | Dixie Dunbar and Bert Wheeler on 
20th Century-Fox, replacing. | 25-35-40-55)—‘Dr.. Rhythm’ (Par). | tributions for the Will Rogers me-| week, ‘Sailing Along’ (GB) (2d | stage, good $22,000 

Tivoli—In Old Chicago’ (20th) | Possible $7,000, nice. Last week| morial fund this week has frightened week), around $5,500, poor. | Metropolitan (M&P) (4,267; 25-35- 
(7th week). Picture never really | ‘Good-bye Broadway’ (U), not much show-goers away from his house. Globe (1,274; 25-40-55) Flight Into | 40-55 )—‘College Swing’ (Par) and 
started, averaging weekly intake in | at $3,100. The Indiana, town’s biggest de- Nowhere (Col). Probably under |‘four Men and a Prayer’ (20th). 
its first four weeks, three times daily, New (Mechanic) (1,558; 15-25-35- | luxer, is slated to fold at the end of | $6,000, below average. Last eis k, ‘dual. Very seedy $13,000 indicated 
at around $12.500; now switched to | 55)—‘Old Chicago’ (20th) (3d — 7H current program on Thursday ‘Rawhide (20th) a good one-weeker, |; act week. five-day holdover of 
continuous policy and sti ot ex- Continued steady play to possible | \9/. : "hed ’ #000. “ ar cone Chicago’ (20th) and ‘Tip-Off Girls’ 
ceeding $1000 ‘per pty — not $3,500 after previous two sessions Estimates for This Weck Palace (1.700; 25-35 “55) Women (Par), dual, pleasing $11, 00 
low enough to be yanked; will last | okay $11,800 Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-30- Are Like That (WB) (2d run) and Orpheum (Loew) (2.900; 25-35-40- 
its 10 weeks’ stay, but that’s all:| Stanley (WB) (3,250; 15-25-35-40- | 40)—Rebecca’ (20th). Brought back | “Hawaii Call (20th) st run), )55)—"Test Pilot’ (M-G). Held over 


nothing set to replace it but likely |55)—Bluebeard’ (Par) (2d week). | for a second week's try after a lapse dualed. Untike ly gli bg - ”, for second stanza and maintaining 
to be one of Gainsborough Films, of , Not clicking, with $5,500 possible | of seven days following its initial | disappointing. Last week, $8,100 was | goog 





: > erhalten speed, about $16,500 for this 

which there are three available. lafter mild opener, $9,200. Mostly | stanza at this spot's sister house, the | scored by the twain of ‘Re becca week. Opening frame smash $22,500. 
Rialto—Extase’ (Czecho-Slovak- | night play. Indiana. Results at the Indiana dis- | (20th) (2d run) and ‘Patient in Room Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 25-25- 
ian’ (9th week). Has been a profit- —_———_———- appointing in view of usual excellent 18 (WB) (ist run). | 99) | 49-55)—‘Fools for Scandal’ (WB) 
able investment to this small-capac- biz on Temple films, and gross _on A sna ~ har ala 55-30-00-50- , and ‘Prison Nurse’ (Rep), dual. 
ity house at around $4,000 weekly: ‘Sawyer’ H O $1 000 return run likewise moderate, $3.500. | —"t ‘olege Swing vi ar) and Kay Tepid $7.000 at best. “ast week 
now slinning = oak ’ —" ’ ’ Last week. ‘In Old Chicago’ (20th),) Kyser chestra (2d-final week). | .7 8 es RS gt: : 
hi met - "till i gg Tee i ] M ‘B b . D l 3G f th session, did $3,400, fair for the | Starts oaaan lap today (Wed.) after Jez bel’ (WB) and “Lov piles Bu ! ~ 
pan gait it can still linger for a Linco Nn; aby ua ees ng nn eee Renan ee first seven days of $35,000, under po Baas (both 2d run), dual, okay 

pla more weeks. : Lincoln, May 3. “oa , ons hopes but an okay profit. Kyser, get- |* 8,600. 

Ritz—Bad Man of Brimstone’ towe of tl eek ic the holdover Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,800: 25-30- | ys > rep around the Par as a real| Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 25-35-40-55) 
(M-G) (2d week). House is small ee ee oe 40)—‘Go Chase Yourself’ (RKO) and je © eB most shows | —~ Jezebel’ (WB) (3d run) and ‘He 


; 2 ‘ ~ ° ~ ‘wer’ <¢ oO > rea- 
capacity deluxer . : " | of ‘Tom Sawyer,’ although the 

; ; eluxer which specializes son is vague because biz wasn’t that 
forte close of the first stretch. 


; trouper after going on most ‘ i. a ‘er 
| Penner bille R img ae a = th: fever from grippe, is credited |Couvldn’t Say No’ (WB) (Ist run), 
enner billed big, but the take won 


in a Metr ” j "eS ale $6.01 ast week ‘Junvle 
\! Metro second-run pictures, Igo above a terrible $2,700 Last With majority of business drawn. dual. Pale $6.000. Last week ‘Jur 


after initial run at their more spa- 





" . vith the sec ) y pi . eee ;' La veek, wl » On second stanza | Love’ (Par) (3d run) and ‘Over the 
cious Empire; touched $3,500 in first |, Lincoln, with the a nutty Pi | Week, ‘Fools for Sei andal’ (WB) and f gh omy Mo — DC par) and | Wall’ (WB) (2d run), drew husky 
week and looks an easy $3,000 this | '" 4 i rj te a om There’s | ‘Battle of Broadway’ (20th) was also >”! eens Das a $97 5) a 4 ee” | $7100 : 
Vee 7 y } c "iz é ‘a as se > ,OTAMY Orsen ver ‘ » Foor ¥ . ‘ . te - 
Wek. after which “Yank at Oxford’ | Ait 2). 'a Woman’ for an indef stay, |" the red at $3. 500, Radio City Musie Hall (5.980; 40- |, State (Loew) (3.600; 25-35-40-55 )— 
i -G) moves over from the Empire — s a geen . sti | Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3.100: 25-20-  ¢9-4-99-81 65)_Alwa a Woman’, ‘Test Pilot’ (M-G). | Flirting with 

x” extended run. pie weeee oS , 40)—‘Collese Swing’ (Par) and ‘Law Sak ae Beerud be teacte landy $13.800 for second week. First 
‘stim: - This Week " ) be « ae od ese salle (Col) and tage how Probably | G¢ ty 915,09 ro . 4 yEen 
7 Kiva Noble ‘a 140: 10-15-25)— lof Underworld’ (RKO). Cast of won't cee $70.000 here th es: ion week sock $18,600 
- > Sa ,. , . former picture stressed, but take 1 Te TP? + r ‘ ¢ 
" . . ‘re’s Always a Woman’ (Col). “ ‘ auite disappointing, but a bit of 
at: on Skids; 0K. os ten dat Pi con <a light at en Last 2 eck, ‘J Dy — profit Last weck, third for ‘Marco q r41 in 
own 9 Vide “ ‘aces’ (Col), no hit, aiving (ik <O) an ( rit e of ! Polo’ (UA) vell mone vemaker on { D 
Golden West $10,000 © ay ev : by Faces , Halleit’ (U), poor at $4,200 engavement though not smash v0 ey { e . t 
Montreal, May 3. Liberty (Cooper) (1,200: 10-15)— | Loew's (Loe v’s) (2,400; 25 30-40 ) elsewhere around the country. $72 . ; r 
B z generally dislocated every- ‘Cheyenne Rides Again’ (Rel), ‘Ac- |—'‘Test Pilot’ ¢ M-G ) Second week | 000. Joy of Living’ (RKO) tomor- Hol vood, May 3 
Where. Palace, however, may hit ation for Slander’ (UA), dual, andj|of run very good at $6509. Last) row (Thurs.) George Bi issigned to write 
high on ‘Girl of the Golden West.’ ‘Kid Comes Back’ (WB), Pe e Men | week, same picture garnered smash- | Rialto (750: 25-40-55)—‘Law of Un- f Edward ill’s initial 

Estimates for This Week on a Horse’ (WB), du Not so | .- $13,200. ; o lerworld’ (RKO). More action around | production for United Artists. is back 

Palace (CT) (2.700: 50)—‘Girl of | fancy. $1,000. Lest we ~y alana at | Lyric (Olson) (2,099; | 25-31 kd here with this one than in some time after 10 day nent at the U. S. Mili- 
the Golden West’ (M-G). Excellent} Work’ (WB). ‘Frisco Kid ’ (WB), | ‘Four Men and a Prayer’ (20th) and | + robably $7 799. good Last week, |»... aradems nt Waat Point ¢ ar her 
319,000. Last week repeat of ‘Mad | twin, split with ‘Rebellion’ (Rel), and | vaude Film billed heavily with lack $6,000) ri p with ‘Condemned hia eer ie : , 

Ab rut Musie’ (U) picked up good | ‘State Patrol’ «U). $900. | of stage names, but r ilts rn nor at we men’ (RK O) not : rh D sha : ni , i 5 ieee aaa 
$7.000 | = Linealn (Cooper) (1,600; 10-20-25) | $7 000. Last week, ‘Women Are Like Rivoli (2. 09° 25-55-75-85-90 ) Lan ie wages y 
Capitol (CT) (2.700: 50)—‘Old Chi- | Bringing Un Baby’ (RKO) and ‘Of | | That’ (WB) and Major Bow unit Vionte ( to’ (UA) Cre Hed, Oner for UA 1956-59 program, will 


Cago’ (20th) (2d week). After bis | Human Hearts’ (M-G), double. Will'on stage, also lean, $7,250. ‘today (Wed.), with house facing clos- | star Jack Dunn. 
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10 VARIETY 


Lack of Top Product Embarrasses 


B&K Deluxers in 


‘Joy of Living’ 156, Disney 86, 9th Wk. 

oy of Living’ 15G, Disney 86, 9th Wk. 

tough, but ‘Test Pilot’ and ‘Mad 

_ + r4 9 week. a oO gion calaienss.” Mlabienacact 

nae i ; yy mount justified its single shot bill- | About Music = crashing through 

'Express’ (Col) and ‘Brilliant ing ing of ‘Old Chicago,’ which held for |i" mid-season style. | Tracy-Gable- 
| 


Chicago, May 3 

Sharp decrease in the amount of 
available ‘A’ pictures has the loop in 
a sweat, especially the Balaban & | 
While there is enough 
double feature product around to} 
take care of the nabes, the big loop | 
houses are having considerable diffi- 


Katzers. 


culty weeding out a sufficient num- | 
ber of top nictures to operate on 
their individual ability. 

Result is that B. & K. is shifting 
the Garrick to a newsreel policy this 
week, and is readying to close down 
the Oriental entirely on May 26. | 
Latter house has become a headache, 
due to the fact that it has been 
forced on a ration of second-choice | 
pictures while the ace Chicago and | 
oiher houses get the cream of the | 
flix. This militates against the Ori- 
ental, which has been trying to get 
75c. top, equal to the take of the 
Chicago. 

Business currently is choppy, with 
‘Test Pilot,’ ‘Old Chicago,’ ‘Mad 
About Music’ and ‘Snow White,’ all | 
holdovers, exhibiting the best gen- 
eral pace. 

Oriental has brought back ‘Blue- | 
beard’s Eighth Wife,’ following its | 
previous two-week date in the Chi- 
cago earlier last month. Doesn't ap- | 
pear to be helping the situation, how- | 
ever, with the house indicating a 
need for b. o. dynamite to bring it 
out of its current slump. ‘Dr. 
Rhythm’ is very disappointing for | 
Crosby at the Chi currently. ‘Joy | 
of Living’ got a couple of pan- 
nings and word-of-mouth is just fair, 
all of which is adding to so-so trade | 
for the Palace. 

Estimates for This Week | 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65)— 
Mad About Music’ (U). In third | 
week in loop and still okav at $6,000. | 
Last week, ‘Jezebel’ (WB) finished 
its third session in the downtown 
sector to fair $5,100. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Dr. Rhythm’ (Par) and stage show. 
Pace is lagging badly currently, and 
looks for only $18,000, away under 
usual strength for Crosby. Last week. 
‘Fools for Scandal’ (WB) fell away | 
to $21,000, weak. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) | 
— Snow White’ (RKO). This is a re- 
markable picture, particularly for its 
ability to sustain strength through | 
many holdovers. Now in its ninth | 
week in the loop and running con- | 
currently with openings in the key | 
nabe houses, yet doing a sensational | 
$8 060 this week after a mighty $10.- | 
600 last week. House figures to go | 
newsreel Friday (6), first policy of | 
this kind in Chi or midwest. | 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 35-55-75)— | 
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| 
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| 
| 
| 
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| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
] 
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“Blucbeard’ (Par) and vaude. Return | ctyst 


engagement for picture to loop but 
not getting anywhere; maybe $10,000 
currently, very sad. Last week hit| 
a new bottom for current policy with | 
brutal $7,000. House has posted no-| 
tice to close as of May 26, unless | 
sharp upturn occurs. 

Palace (RKO) (2.500: 35-55-65-75) 
—Joy of Living’ (RKO) and vaude. 
Around $15,000 in the offing, fair 
takings. Last week, ‘Mad About 
Music’ (U) finished fine two-weeker 
to sood $16,800. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1.500: 35-55-65- 
75)—Old Chicago’ (20th) (3d week). 
Holding to good $9.000 currently fol- 
lowing a strong $13,700 last week. 
"Robin Hood’ (WB) due to follow. 





| 
| 
| 


State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 25-35- | ‘Crashing Hollywood’ (RKO) and | 


45-55)—Walking Down Broadway’ | ‘Gold Where You Find It’ (WB), | thon matinee programs in theatres 


(20th) and vaude. Average session 
with $11,000 sighted. Last week. 
‘Condemned Women’ (RKO) okay 
$19.400. 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700: 
35-55-65-75)—‘Test Pilot’ (MG) (2d 
week). Big b. o. winner. heading 
for $15.000, fine, currently, after 
swash $24,000 last week. 


HEAT WARMS ‘PILOT’ 
TO 726 H. 0., SEATTLE 


Seattle, May 3. 

‘Test Pilot? at Paramount prov- 
ing money-getter, despite summery 
weather. ‘In Old Chicago’ gets third 
week move-over to Music Box. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse ‘(Hamrick-Ever¢reen) 
(850; 32-37-42)—‘Jezebel’ (WB) and 
‘First 100 Years’ (M-G) (dual). In- 
dicated slow $2,509. Last week Tom 
Sawyer’ (UA) and ‘Moto’s Gamble’ 
(20th) (dual) (3d week), nice $3,109. 

Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1.950: 21-32)—‘Goldwvn Follies’ 
(UA) and ‘Checkers’ (20th) (dual). 
Goernering poor $2.100. 
*Yank et Oxford’ (M-G) and ‘Para- 
dise for Three’ (M-G) (dual), big 
$3.90. 

Cantal (Sterline) (800; 10-21)— 
*Cn Such a Night’ (Par) and ‘Angel’ 
@Par) (dual), split with ‘Overland 








|Please’ (Par) and ‘Big Town Girl’ 


{Cowvoy’ (20th) and ‘Squadron of 


\‘Hitting New High’ (RKO) (dual), 
$2,600, big. 


Last week | 


_PICTURE GROSSES 








| 





In Our Diggin’s 
Hollywood, May 3. 
Warners is weighing a plan to 
Chi nd preview ‘Gold Diggers of Paris’ 
}° i in all the American Parises just 
3 3 ? before the world preem in Min- 
neapolis June 5. 
There are 18 Parises in as 
many states. 


|PORTLAND, ORE., HAPPY 





j Portland, Ore., May 3. 
| ‘Fools for Scandal’ at 
|Broadway and ‘Sally, Irene and 


pheum are the only two new films. 














riage’ (Mono) (dual). Gathering 
slow $1,700. Last week ‘This Way, 


(20th) (dual), split with ‘Roll Along 


Honor’ (Col) (dual), mild $1,900. 
Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Ever- | - — 

green) (2,366; 32-37-42)—‘Golden | Pittsburgh, May 3. 

West’ (M-G). Okay campaign, looks | It’s all ‘Test Pilot’ this week. Metro 

to reach big $9,200. Last week ‘Old |sock bulging Penn, pushing into 

Chicago’ (20th) (2d week), $5,800, | house’s record-breaking brackets 


~ IN PITT, $22,00 


good, and topping practically everything 


Liberty (Jensen-Von Herberg) (1,- that’s ever played this spot, with the 
800: 21-32-42)—'There’s Always a possible exception of ‘Snow White. 
Woman’ (Col) (2d week). Hitting | Only other ray of light is at Alvin 
mild $3.500. Last week, same film, where ‘In Old Chicago’ continues to 
$5.600, fair /remain healthy in third week. 
ee ae : Strike of parking lot attendants all 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) over town precipitating grave traf- 
(800; 32-37-42)—'Old Chicago (20th) | fe crisis that has knocked bottom 
(2d run), Anticipated $3,200, good. lout of business generally. Impend- 
Last week ‘Snow White’ (RKO) (7th | ing threat of trolley and bus strike 
and final), $2,900, big. also making everybody jittery and if 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) | that comes about itll be murder 


| (2,600; 32-37-42)—‘Her Jungle Love’ right down the line. 


(Par) and ‘Double Danger’ (RKO) Estimates for This Week 
(dual). Likely $5,000, moderate. Alvin (Harris) (1.850; 25-35-50)— 
Last week ‘Jezebel’ (WB) and ‘First ; ‘In Old Chicago’ (20th). In 3d week 
100 Years’ (M-G) (dual) (2d week), |/and still going strong, with indica- 
$4,100, okay. tions for 4th stanza, which would 
hattine 50) _91. | break all records here. Chances 
PP ae lea Jo i a —— | bright for $6,500, biggest third ses- 
‘Couldn't Say No’ (WB) (dual) and | Sion any flicker has ever turned in 
‘aude. See $4,000, okay. Last week | 4t this spot. Last week big $11,500. 
Sli Barn Dance’ (Rep) and ‘No| Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,700; 25-40) 
“ OW wine tag Col P dual) and -— ‘Goodbye Broadway’ (U) = and 
Time to. Aye t (Col) (cus at ‘Island in the Sky’ (20th). Twinner 
vaude, big $4,700. . just a filler and management’s hope 
Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) | of making something of screen debut 
(3,049; 32-37-42)—‘Test Pilot’ (M-G) | of Tommy Riggs, who got his radio 
(2d week). Flying strong for $7,500. | start in Pittsburgh and is featured 
Last week, same film, ceiling $13,000.|in ‘Goodbye,’ apparently _fizzling. 
Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-32)— | Will be lucky to get $2,500, bad. Last 
‘Radio City Revels’ (RKO) and | week, Rebecca of Sunnybrook 
‘Penitentiary’ (Col) (dual). Indi- | Farm’ (20th) got four days on h.o. 
cated $2,000, fair. Last week ‘Gold Po eed ee $3,000 on abbreviated 
Is Where You Find It (WB) i Penn (Loew's-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
tr — ‘Test Pilot?’ (M-G). Headed 





good chance of going even beyond 
that. Although clicks at this spot 
usually move to the Warner for sec- 
ond week, looks as if ‘Pilot’ will 


Gee Gees Hike L’ville 
C’s; ‘Pilot’ $6,800 RB ay 8g ogety E ee 


‘ A ; tion, Last week, ‘Bluebeard’s Eighth 
Id Wk ° Swin OK Wife’ (Par) all right at $15,000. 

*9 g Stanley (WB) (3,700; 25-40-60)— 
wae-ees |‘First 100 Years’ (M-G) and Cab 
Calloway’s band. Bottom seems to 
have fallen out of things here after 
biggest fall and winter season in 
years. House rolling beautifully for 
day (30) to begin the 19-day spring | six months, but for last few weeks 
meet, meaning the town takes on/|it’s been brutal. Calloway’s usually 
holiday attire, and gives impetus to| pretty good for WB deluxer, too, 
many lines of biz. Picture houses|and with little help from picture 
look sét, too. porgeeeed -, for miserable $13,000. 

F ame P - sast week, ‘Women Are Like That’ 
College Swing at the Rialto gar- (WB) and George Jessel-Norma 
nering the bulk with comparatively Talmadge a. unit alsc the dog 
little opposish, as most of the prod- a oe ee 


uct on the main stem is holdover vars’ (Wh) (1.800; 25-40)— 


, . . ‘ ‘Hawaii Calls’ (RKO) and ‘Con- 
Estimates for This Week demned Women’ (RKO). A bill 
Brown (Fourth Ave.-Loew’s) (1,- | that’s giving the ushers time to play. 

500; 15-30-40)—‘Rebecca’ (20th) and |No action at all, Bobby Breen film 

‘Trip to Paris’ (20th). Had fine week | being a last-minute substitution for 

at the Rialto, then skipped seven | ‘Kid Comes Back’ (WB), which was 

days and came to the Brown. Set | pulled day before opening. Not much 

for fair $2,500. Last week, ‘Old Chi- | hope for more than $2,700, out on 

cago’ (26th), on fourth downtown |a_limb. Last week, ‘Tip-Off Girls’ 

week, held up at $2,200. (Par) and ‘Invisible Menace’ (WB) 
Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-20) | 2°t bad at $4,200. 

—‘Slight Case of Murder’ (WB) and 

‘Romance in Dark’ (Par}, dual, split | 9 

with ‘Legong’ (DuWorld) and ‘Dan- | Parent-Teachers Ass’n to 


gerous to Know’ (Par), dual. Nice . >: 
$10), indicated, ‘Last’ week “Bg| Condemn Marathon Pix 
Salt Lake City, May 3. 


Broadcast’ (Par) and ‘Love on a | 
Considering double bills and mara- 


Louisville, May 3. 
Nags began chasing each other 
around Churchill Downs oval Satur- 








Budget’ (20th), dual, split with 


dual, okay $2,200. | throughout the nation a severe phy- 

Loew's State (3,000; 15-30-40)— | Sical strain on eyes and nervous 
‘Test Pilot? (M-G). Holding up sat-|systems of youngsters, delegates 
isfactorily, pointing to good $6,800 |from 48 states, Hawaii and Alaska 
on second stanza. First time in sev- | to the national convention of Na- 
eral weeks that house has had solo |tional Parent-Teachers Association, 
picture. Last week same film re-/| will attempt to remedy situation 


turned sweet $12,000. when group convenes here May 15- 
Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; | 19, 


pay bel west ag ol yh Mrs. Arch J. West, of Salt Lake 
sacks potency as single feature, and! q; sas cee . 
b.0. take aeoe nak look too promising. | a gr = convention chairmen, 
About $3,100, fair. Last week ‘Wom- pees t at ” number of state P.-T. 
|en Are Like That’ (WB) sub-average | 4Ssociations already | have begun 
| $2,900. Pondehdy demanding shorter picture 
Ohio (Settos) (900: 15)—‘Slave | fare for kids, and that unit motion 
Ship’ (20th) and ‘Another Dawn’ | picture chairwomen will voice opin- 
(WB), dual, split with ‘Ever Since | ions, and outline possible channels 
Eve’ (WB) and ‘Wings of Morning’ |°f cooperation with theatre opera- 
(20th), dual. Okay $1,400. Last week | tors. 
‘Siar Is Born’ (UA) and ‘Slim’ ¢WB), 





straight for good $22,000 and has | 


Chief protagonist of the idea of | 
| dual, split with ‘Wee Willie Winkie’ | capsule-form film entertainment are 


both doing well. ‘Test Pilot’ at 
Parker’s UA is a wow in its second 
Hamrick-Evergreen  Para- 


a second good week. House suffered 
no loss from absence of the usual 
double feature policy. 


Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (2.000; 3C-55) 
—‘Fools for Scandal’ (WB) and ‘Re- 
|} turn of the Scarlet Pimpernel’ (UA) 
| Winning week at $5,500. La 
|‘Marco Polo’ (UA) (2d week), tell 

off to $4,500; first week terrific $9,000. 
| Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1.- 
|-500; 30-55)—‘Marco Polo’ (UA) (2d 
lrun), good enough $2.000, following 
| two big weeks at the Breacwav. Last 
| week, ‘Sunnybrook Farm’ (20th) ‘2d 
week) fair $1,800. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,000; 30-55)—‘Sally. Irene and 
Mary’ (20th) and ‘Lone Wolf. in 
Paris’ (Col). Okay $5,009. Last 





‘Walking Down Broadway’ 
Average 91,800. 

Paramount. (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,000; 30-55)—Old Chicago’ (20th) 
(2d week). Nice $4.500. First week, 
around strong $6,000. 

Rivoli (Indie) (1,200; 25-35)—‘Lost 
Horizon’ (Col) and ‘Broadway Bill’ 
(Col). Okay $2,000. Last week, 
‘Sailing Along’ (GB) flopped first 
half and house put in revival of 
‘Good Earth’ (M-G) and ‘Captains 
Courageous’ (M-G), mild $1,500. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000: 30- 


(20th). 


Going strong, $6,000. First week, ter- 
rific $8,500. 





‘Chi’ $18,000, Ciney; 
‘Lady’ 5G, ‘Pilot? OK 


Cincinnati, Mav 3. 
cago’ at the Palace. 


vorce of Lady X’ is the only one 
that’s doing fair at the Shubert, 
which dropped vaude for the season. 


Estimates for This Weck 


Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)--‘Test 
Pilot’ (M-G) (2d week). Okay. $11,- 
000. Last week, $18,000, very good. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42 
‘Stolen Heaven’ (Par). Season's law. 
$2,000. Last week, ‘Joy of Living’ 
(RKO) (2d run), $3,000, so-so. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)—- 
‘When G-Men Step In’ (Col), ‘Bull- 


Average, $2,200. Last week, ‘Raw- 
hide’ (20ih), ‘Making the Headl-nes3’ 
(Col), ‘He Couldn’t Say Nw’ (WB), 
singly, same. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40) 
‘Judge Hardy’s Children’ (M-G) (3d 
week). Fair, $2,400. Last week, $5,- 
000, ditto. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500: 25-40)— 
‘Women Are Like That’ (WB). Very 
poor, $3.000. Last week, ‘Romance in 
Dark’ (Par), $2,500, a cellar scraper. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)— Bat- 
tle of Broadway’ (20th). Awful, 


| 
(2d run), $4.000, fair. 
Palace (RKO) (2,600: 35-42)—‘Old 





hold over. Last week, ‘Fools for 
Scandal’ (WB), six days. $5,000, 
basement mark for the season. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 35-42)— 
‘Divorce of Lady X’ (UA). Fair. $5.- 
| 000. Last week, finale for veudfilm 
| at 42-60c. scale, ‘This Marriage Busi- 
} ness’ (RKO) and Fred Waring’s orch, 
$12,000, pleasing. 


| 


Writer Sued for 206 


Hollywood, May 3. 


sued for $20,000 by the Berg-Allen- 
berg agency, charging breach of con- 
tract. 

Complaint states Miss Griffin 
walked out on a five year pact with 
more than three years to run. Agency 
alleges she will earn approximately 
$200,000 during the balance of the 
contract period and asks judgment 
for 10% of that amount. 


| (20th) and ‘Midnight Court’ (WB), | state P.-T.A. groups in California. ———__—_--— = 


dual, light $1,100. 
Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3.000; 15- | Massachusetts. 
30-40)—College Swing’ (Par) and | 
i*‘Dr. Hallet’ (U). Night biz should 
maintain profitable pace; set for tine 
$8.500. Last week ‘Jungle Love’ 
(Par) and ‘Island in the Sky’ (20th), 
dual, very good $7,000. 
Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,400; 15- | way contract at 20th-Fox. 
30-40)\—"Four Men and 
20th) and ‘Moio’s Gi le’ (20th). !; : «os 
wile a atteteriee ania ‘ +. ‘ ing, acting and supervising. 
| CO} sé STACTOrY Dpd,dUYU, SU | 
week ‘Joy of Living’ (RKO) and} 





Ratoff’s 4-Wayer 


Hollywood, May 3. 


|New York, Illinois, Nebraska and 


Gregory Ratoff got a new four- | Comedy newspaper series to be pro- 
Year’s | duced by Sol M. Wurtzel. 

Ienvar’ . ° sa: . 

Prayer ‘pact commits him to writing, direct- | 


In Pursuit of Laffs 











Lollywood, May 3. 
Michael Whalen and Chick Chand- 
ler will team for 20th-Fox in ¢ 


a 


First of the new group is ‘Mc 


| dan 7-1212,’ for which Jerry Cady is 
He draws the direction on the ‘By | doing the 


screenplay. Second 


‘Condemned Women’ (RKO), dual, | the Dawn’s Early Light’ as his next | ‘While New York Sleeps,’ scripted by 


on second week, so-so $2,900, | assignment, 


} Frances Hyland and Albert Ray. 


“FOOLS SCANDAL’ $5,500 


Parker's | 


Mary’ at the Hamrick-Evergreen Or- | 
! 


t week, | 


week, ‘Her Jungle Love’ Par) and | 


55)—Test Pilot’ (M-G) (2a week). | 


Looming big currently is ‘Old Chi- | 


Of the other fresh releases, ‘Di- | 


dog Drummond’s Revenge’ (Par), | 
‘Exiled to Shanghai’ (Rep), separate. | 


¢f..800. Last week, ‘Marco Polo’ (UA) | 


Chicago’ (20th). Big $18,000. Will | 


Eleanore Griffin, writer, is being 
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a 


. WASH. CHEERY: 
PILOT’ $24,000 


Washington, Mav 2 
Beautiful weather 1s making jt 





Loy opus is given credit for cui:s der- 
able of the biz at two vande spots 
whose last shows are swelled by 
}overflow from aviation piece. Fuict 
ithat mats are somewhat off oaniv 
thing keeping ‘Test Pilot’ from bust- 
ing the record. 
Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,424; 25-35-40-66) 
—‘Her Jungle Love’ (Par) and vaude 
Jessel-Talmadge unit some help but 
won’t better light $17,000. Last week 
‘Battle of Broadway’ (20th) can 
thank Allan Jones p. a. for most of 
what fell off to light $16,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,583: 25-40)-—~ 
| ‘Tom Sawyer’ (UA) (2d run). Repeat 
after good week at Capitol should 
see average $4,500. Last week, 
‘Golden West’ (M-G) (2d run). same 
| figure for third downtown week 


Earle (WB) (2.244: 25-35-40-66)— 
| ‘College Swing’ (Par) and vaude. Al 
Pearce and gang drawing radio fans 
and word-of-mouth should up combo 
to good $18,000. Last week, ‘Alwavs 
a Woman’ (Col), dropped with rest 
of town to $16.500, accentable. 
Keith’s (RKO) (1.830: 35-55)—~ 
‘Mad About Music’ (U). Looking at 
big §'3.500. Last week, ‘Joy of Liv- 
ine’ (RKO) (2d week) good $8.500 
Met (WB) (1,853; 25-40)—'Trail of 
Lonesome Pine’ (Par) (revival). 
Brutal and yanked today (Tuesday) 
with $1.000 for four days. Last week, 
| ‘Jezebel’ (WB) (2d run) for third 


| week on mainstem collected oke 
$4.200. 

| Palace (Loew) (2,363; 35-55)-—‘Test 
| Pilot? (M-G). Leading town with 
| S.R.O. up every night, although mats 
| not packing jn the shoppers. Should 
see sock $24,000. Last week. ‘Old 
Chicago’ (20th) (2d week). Slipped 
| slichtly to oke $10,000. 
| Belasco (Indie) (1,100: 35-55)—'To 
the Victor’ (GB). Rave reviews 
should build it to good $3.500. Last 
week, ‘Lucrezia Borgia’ (Gallic) cke 
$3,000. 


RKO Would Take Over 
| Van Beuren Stock; 


$75,000 Consideratien 


Petition to take over a large bicck 
of stock in the Van Beuren Corp. 
for a total consideration of $75,000 
was made yesterday (Tuesday) in 
the New York federal court by the 
Irving Trust Co., as trustee for Ra- 
dio-Keith-Orpheum Corp, The trus- 
|tee at present holds the remaining 
‘shares and its present request is to 
consolidate its position in the 
liquidation of the Van Beuren Corp, 
| which began in 1937. 
| According to the petition an 
|}agreement had been made with 
/Condor Pictures, Inc., also undergo- 
|ing reorganization in California, 
| which holds the outstanding shares 
in the Van Beuren Corp., by which 
ithe RKO trustee can obtain this 
| block of stock with the court's ap- 
proval. The petition also claims that 
an appreciable profit will be gained 
for RKO through the purchase. 


Wurtzel Rests His Unit 


Hollywood, May 2. 

Sol Wurtzel production wnit at 
| 20th-Fox is enjoying its first siesta 
in seven years. Following the come 
| pletion of ‘Hello Hollywood’ last Fri- 
|day (29), the unit washed up its 
| seasonal commitment. 

Activities will be resumed a week 
hence when ‘Passport Husbund’ gets 
under way. 














Watch Your Shins 

Hollywood, May 2 

Sam Zimbalist is set to produce 

| Robert Taylor’s next starrer, ‘Hands 

Across the Border,’ to be filmed in 
, Technicolor by Metro. 

| Story, suggested by Louis B. Maver, 

deals with the 15-year competition 

| between hoc.ey teams representing 

| West Point and the Royal Military 

| College of Ontario, 





| 
| 
ANNA Q. RETURNS 
| Hollywood, May 2 
Anna Q. Nilsson resumed her film 
career last week after cn absence cf 
10 years, spent chiefly in Europe ind 
the Orient. 
First role wit be featured role in 
; Paramount’s ‘Prison Farm.’ 
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Film Mob Takes Over Last Fight 
Card at Legion Shack: New One Rises 





Hollywood, May 3. 


Screen colony’s favorite sports 
hangout went out of existence Fri- 
day night (29) in a gale of merri- 
ment. Hollywood Legion stadium, 
the tumbledown shack where film 
folk had enjoyed knuckle bouts for 
15 years, put on its final show with 
an all-star cast. 

Technically it was a boxing show, 
but the leather pushers were over- 
shadowed by the actors who took 
possession of the ring and put on an 
impromptu frolic to speed the an- 
cient building on its journey to the 
scrap heap. It was a good old fash- 


ioned wake, with all the mourners in|! 


jovial mood. 

Since its beginning, Hollywood 
Legion stadium was_ inseparably 
linked with the film world. Screen 
actors not only raised money to 
build it, but contributed generously 
to its support all during its existence. 

Hollywood Post No. 43, American 
Legion, conceived the idea of a club 
for benefit bouts back in 1921. Fo 
two years the fights were held on a 
vacant lot surrounded by a canvas 
fence, with soap boxes and barrels 
for seats. During that time the film 
players, headed by Theodore Rob- 
erts, decided that Hollywood de- 
served something better. 

Roberts staged a benefit play, ‘Old 
Arizona,’ and raised enough money 
to buy the lot. A boxing show, in 
which all the knucklers worked 
gratis, brought in sufficient coin to 
build a roof. Since 1923, when the 
roofing ceremony was celebrated, 
the stadium enjoyed a continuous 
run of prosperity. 

With a seating capacity of only 
4,700, the club could not afford high- 
priced fighters, but week after week 
there were high-priced picture stars 


clustered around the ring. Prac- 
tically every notable figure in the| 
screen industry at some time or 


other passed through the weather- 
beaten doors, 
‘We Have With Us’ 

Dan Tobey, the stadium’s first and 
only announcer, introduced a shin- 
ing array of personalities in his 15 
years of voice throwing. Among 
them were the Prince of Wales, King 
Albert of Belgium, Marshal Foch, 


Marshal Petain, General Byng and 
Admiral Byrd. 

Harry Lauder was one of the 
early introductions. Weber and 


Fields, Charley Chaplin, Fatty Ar- 
buckle, Theda Bara, Ben 
Maurice Costello, Lew Cody, Mabel 
Normand and a host of other stage 
and screen luminaries were pre- 
sented to the boxing fans in the days 
of the silent screen. 

Actors not only swarmed around 
the ring but actually poured into it 
Friday night. It was probably the 
greatest all-star cast ever gathered 
in a 24-foot roped arena. Their 
combined salaries ran into astronom- 
ical figures. 

Deluge began when Joe E. Brown 
was called into the ring and pre- 
sented with a bronze plaque for his 
generosity to the Legion. Charley 
Murray, the veteran comic, clam- 
bered through the ropes and planted 
a kiss on  Brown’s_ brow. Joe 
dropped to the canvas and took the 
count, 


That started a stampede. Bill 
Robinson leaped in from one side 
and Al Jolson from the other, and 


before they knew it they were en- 
gaged in a sociable game of craps. 
Robinson won the decision. Mickey 
Rooney and Slapsie Maxie Rosen- 
loom started a wrestling match 
interrupted by an onrush of actors. 
In three minutes there was standing 
room only, each celebrity trying to 
crowd into the spotlight. 

Even Alan Hale, the most constant 
fight fan of them all, tore himself 
loose from his old ringside seat and 
Climbed through the ropes. For 
nearly 15 years he had occupied the 
Same spot with his elbows in the 
resin dust every Friday night. When 
Hale left the arena at the close of 
the show he was seen toting some- 
thing bulky under his raincoat. Some 
said it was his old seat 

There were so many actors in the 
ring that many had to stay in their 
Seats. Even though they were wit- 
nessing the final rites for the old 
Stadium there was no sign of mourn 


ing among the customers who filled 
the seats, crowded the aisles and 
hung from rafters. Nor did they 
break up the furniture for sous 

a3 they were leaving, but they had 
plenty of laughs, particularly w! 
Bill Robinson and Benny Rubin 
Closed the actors’ frolic with a Rus- 
Slan dance. There were half a dozen 


4 








Acad Begs Off 


Hollywood, May 3. 
The Academy has served no- 
tice on the industry it no long- 
er will attempt arbitration of 
or participation in controver- 
sies involving picture groups or 
crafts. Decision is contained in 
to complaints of five 
scrapping over screen 
in Metro’s ‘Lord Jeff.’ 
Move dumps all writer con- 
troversial matter ino lap of the 
Screen Playwrights’ Guild. 


a reply 
writers 


credits 











Turpin, | 


| approved 


Milt Gross Heads 
MG Cartoon Dept., 
Hershfield Scrams 


Hollywood, May 3. 

Milt Gross took charge of the car- 
toon shorts department at Metro, fill- 
ing the vacancy left by Harry Hersh- 
field, back to his news- 
paper strip job in New York. 

Hershfield came to Hollywood to 
head the cartoon dept. but ran into 
differences of opinion with the studio 
execs and was switched to the gen- 
eral writing staff. After waiting sev- 
eral days for an assignment he took 
full pay on his contract, which had 
two months to run, and pulled stakes. 


who went 


SINO-JAP WAR DEEMED 
T00 DULL BY REELERS 


Newsreels are beginning to call in 
their ace cameramen from covering 
the Sino-Japanese struggle, with in- 





dications that only the regular pho- 


tographer correspondents will be left 
in the area within the next two 
weeks. Attitude of newsreel editors 
is that the Japanese side of armed 
forces is well organized for handling 
any newsreel work and the rule of 
having a Chinese do the lens grind- 
ing on the other side leaves repre- 
sentatives of American companies 
fairly well holed up in Shanghai. 
George Krainukov, one remaining 
camera vet for Universal in the war- 
fare area, wants to be transferred to 
a more active front. He has asked 
to be brought to the U. S. Arthur 
Menken, who grabbed crack material 
at the fall of Nanking, now is in Ine 
dia and reported headed for America 
via European lands. Newsreel Wong, 
who works for Metro and Fox Movie- 
tone, was last active at Singapore, 
while Bonnie Powell, Movietone len- 
ser, is expected to leave Shanghai 


shortly. All five newsreels will con- | 


tinue to be represented in the 
Chinese-Japanese war zone but not 
by the A-l crews. 

Newsreel offices in N. Y. report 
that there has not been a newsy 
reel story out of the Sino-Jap con- 
flict in the last 45 days. Open fight- 
ing and extension of the battle front 
is held responsible for this situation. 


- 


Vienna, April 23. 

Julius Jonak, cameraman for Uni- 

versal newsreel in Vienna who was 
uppressed from taking shots before, 
has notified the New York office he 
is being prevented from taking news- 
reel pictures again. 

Home office expects to have him 
back on camera job as soon as he is 
for membership in the 
Berlin cameramen’s association which 
controls newsreel photographing now 
that Germany has taken over Austria. 


SUCHA LIFE 
Hollywood, May 3. 
David Butler, directing ‘Kentucky’ 
for 20th-Fox, is in Louisville with a 





crew of 10 to film the Kentucky 
Derby and backgrounds at Churchill 
Dow for sequences in the picture. 
Kentucky’ will be made in Tech- 
nicoio 
boxing bouts on the program, but no- 
becdv paid much attention to them 
Wreckers are tearing down the 
creal ld st ture to make room 
for a $170,000 co ‘te stadium with 
all t yaern yrovements and 
" x capacity of 7,000. It is due 
. er Sent yer Meanwhile 
the Legion b | be held out- 
100 n % Gilmore stadium 


Ops Sue Six N. Y. Houses 
To Force Reinstatements 


First court action to be started in 
New York, resulting from the de- 
cision of the State Labor Relations 
Board on the fight between indie 
motion picture theatre of 
Long Island and the Pic- 





mwners 


Motion 


| taken yesterday (Tuesday) 
the SLRB filed suit in N. 
preme court to compel the 
| owners to live up to the 


when 
Y. su- 


board's 


decision. The board had decided last | 
October in favor of six machine op- | 


erators who had been discharged for 
| alleged union activities and held that 


| representatives of Local 306 were 
| privileged to unionize all operators 
and aiso to negotiate wage and hour 
differences. 

Since the board’s decision, SLRB 
| charges the owners refused to carry 
it out and have not reinstated the 
operators who were discharged al- 
| legedly for their activities. 

The action is directed against the | 
United Long Island Theatre Corp:; | 


Cross-Island Amus. Corp.; 
Amus. Corp.; Laurelton Amus. Co. 
Inc.; Linden Operating Corp., 
the Merrick Gables Amus. Corp. 

In its answer to the suit, 
United Long Island Corp. contends 
none of the six individuals men- 
tioned were ever employed in its 
theatres and besides, on behalf of 
itself and the other corporations, dis- 
putes jurisdiction of the court. 


LOCAL 306 NOW 
IN SHERMAN’S 
ORNER 


The several years of attack against 
Harry Sherman in the conduct of 
his presidency of the Moving Pic- 
ture Machine Operators of New 
York, Local 306, may come to an 
end with an appeal “rom a judgment 
of $150,961 entered against him, 
favor of the union, which, through 
a turn in events, being brought 
for him by 306 itself. The appeal to 
the Appellate Division, N. Y., will 
probably be argued this week and 
may bring vindication for Sherman 


iS 


him numerous court battles already. 
Aside from the appeal itself, and 
whether the Appellate Division will 


Local 306 itself held a meeting at 
which it was unanimously voted by 
the membership that 306 appeal from 
the Sherman judgment and pay for 
the entire printing bill, reportedly a 
large one. The record itself totals 
668 pages, not including stipulations 
that are referred to. 

Sherman’s initial victory against 
forces attacking him came last year 
when the district attorney’s office 
recommended the quashing of an in- 
dictment against Sherman charging 
grand larceny. A later move, insti- 


jtuted by three embers of 306, 











sought the return to 306 of funds | 
which had been spent during Sher- | 


|man’s administration as president. 


of $150,961, which, with ir 


|runs about $180,000, was entered; but 
in the latest move, instead of what 
| amounts to a desire on the part of 
1306 to make Sherman pay this judg- 
|ment, the union is in his corner on 
the appeal from it, 

The three 306 members who 
|brought the civil action § against 
Sherman were Irving Schleifer, Wil- 


| liam Greene and Harry Scherl, 
| 


Greene is a brother of Max Fein- 
berg, former treasurer of 306, wh 
'was convicted of coercion with Sam 
Kaplan during latter's regime. 
| Samuel M. Birnbaur. and Copal 
| Mintz are attorneys for Sherman on 
| the appeal to the Appellate Division 
Birnbaum will argue the case there 
in behalf of the former 306 p i- 
| dent. Sherman is now engaged 
lother business enterpi and for 
some time aiter re from 306 
luring turbulent tin W h befell 
the union, he was operat atre 
for Paramount in the northwest. He 
is at present ‘ y 
| us iilahaaietiling saataiaie . 
’ 
Jeff Lynn’s Break 
H lvwood, M 1% 3 
| Jeffrey Lynn stepped into the top 
| role of the cast for Warne! ‘Sis- 
ter Act,’ replacing Errol Flynn 
whose return from his vacation i 
the Bahamas has been delaved by 
illness. Lynn wa lya ‘di fror 
t} econd male lead 
Mi 1 Curt . 

picture, based on F { 

' al 





ture Operators Union, Local 306, was | 


theatre | 


on oe. Themselves Stymied 
| oe 
| 


and ; 


the | 


In} 


against enemy forces that have cost | 


uphold the judgment, is the fact that | 


| Brought before a referee, judgment | 
iterest, now | 


) 





Those Summer Hats 


New style big hats for femme 
patrons has caused so much in- 
convenience in theatres recently 
that several circuits have made 
trailers suggesting sombrero re- 
moval. 

Became such a nuisance in 
Loew's circuit that a 
special ‘Hats Off’ reel was made 
which various managers could 
wuen wanted 


houses 


ordel 











‘Sexer Ires Pennsy 
Censors but Feel 


Philadelphia, May 3. 


Unable to find any ground for 
|having its own agents interfere, 
Pennsy censor board is preparing to 
; ask the Better Business Bureau here 
|to take action against presentation 
|called ‘Sex Madness’ at the Metro- 


| politan opera house. 

| Show actually consists of mild pics 
|tagged ‘False Shame’ and ‘Tomor- 
|row’s Children,’ made up of clips 
| which have passed the censors, and 
a lecture by ‘Radio’s Friendly Ad- 


viser. When Board complained of 
‘Sex Madness’ tag, Sam Cummins, 
of New York, who has leased the 


Met for the showing, 
that did not apply to the pic, but to 
the lecture. Which left 


on 

Lurid newspaper ads 
sheets hook the peasants. 
separate showings for 


and one- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


men and 
which all helps to make the entirely 
tame affair take on a wild tinge. 

Exhibs in town are just as in- 
censed as the Censor Board. They 
feel it creates an improper reflection 
on the entire industry for an out- 
sider to come into Philly and grab 
| shekels by what they term ‘palpably 
false pretenses.’ 

Sex film here is only tail-end of a 
wave that has taken over South 
Jersey. It is estimated that the pic 
‘Forbidden,’ plus a medical lecture 
and a couple medical reels, 
played to 95,000 customers in nine 


——=+ 





replied that | 


the State | 
0.0.ers without a legal leg to stand | 


There are | 





ack of Product and Stage Names 
May Shutter Oriental, Chi, May 26 


Chicago, May 3. 
Balaban & Katz readying to 
close down the Oriental. Has handed 
notices to all union help for a fold- 
ing as of May 26, 
At first it was considered only to 
cut away stage shows and continue 


is 


with a straight picture policy, but 
business and the lack of product in 
the past two weeks decided the 
B. & K. execs to fold the house un- 
less there is a sharp upturn in the 
interim, 

House has been in the red cons 
istently for the past few months, 
with only occasional surefire pic- 
tures or stage names coming through 
it the box-office. With available ‘A’ 
pictures necessary for the Chicago, 
Roosevelt and United Artist the 
Chicago also is getting first call on 


the vaude talent. 


There is a likelihood that the 
house, on reopening, will return to 
its former lower-price policy at a 


40 or 50c. top, instead of the present 
isc, top scale, which puts it on an 
admission par with the Chicago, 
B. & K. flagship. 

Will cost omewhat more than 
$4,500 weekly to keep the house 
shuttered, with the rental running 
around $200,000 annually, which is, 
in itself, a reduction from the origi- 
nal rental price of $312,000 a year. 


On its new deal on the house, B. & 
K. pays a flat rental in addition to a 
percentage over stipulated gross 
igures, 


RESERVE DECISION 
IN SUIT VS. COLUMBIA 


A minority stockholder’s suit for 


| the inspection of the records of Co- 


women, and children aren’t admitted, | 
| ganization 


has | 


i weeks at the Broadway in Camden. | 


iIt’s all gravy to the house, too, be- 


well as the sex stuff. ‘Forbidden’ is 
{shown mornings for women only 
and after the final show at night for 
'men only, with regular biz in be- 
tween. 

with what it 


snaring crowds 


is not the film which has caused so 
much discussion recently, “The Birth 
yf a Baby.’ 


H’wood Stunter Again 
In Indpls. Motor Classic 


Indianapolis, May 3. 
Cliff Bergere, Hollywood | stunt 
man and crash expert, is here get- 
ting his gasoline mount ready fo} the 


on Memorial Day 
specializes in cracking 
for the film 
crash on the 

mile brick 


race 
Bergere, who 
and rolling automobile 
has never had a seriou 
local two and one-half 
OV il, 

While he has never copped the first 
prize money, amounting to about 
$30,000, Bergere has finished in the 
dough several times. 


900-mile 





Lynch Back to Fla. 


S. A. Lynch has returned to Mian 


~ 


si 
ifter spending a week in New York 
jiscussing matters in connection 
with his building of a race track 
neal Miami 3each und conferring 
with Paramount home office execu- 
Also in New York during the past 
week to contact the Par h.o. wa 
|Ed Rowley of the Robb & Rowley 
chain in Texas. 


SHINE IT UP 
Holl; wood, 
Huso Butler and David 


May 3. 


Hertz wil 


1 


write the creen play for Metro 
The Shining Hour.’ 

Produced by Joseph Mankiewicz 
the picture will star Joan Crawford 


cause it runs its regular shows as | 


North Camden theatre, Camden, is | 
ad- | 
vertises as ‘A Birth of a Baby.’ This|In other words, they got the profits 


| 


lumbia Pictures Corp., since its or- 
in 1924, was filed Mon- 
day (2) in N. Y. supreme court by 
Betty Davis (not to be confused 
with Bette Davis, the film star) who 
claims Harry and Jack Cohn and 
Joe Brandt have in the past manip- 
ulated the stock in such a way as to 
benefit themselves but against the 
interests of the corporation and its 
stockholders. Justice Samuel I. 
tosenman yesterday (Tues.) re- 
served decision on the motion for an 
inspection, 

Miss Davis claims to have bought 
162 shares of voting stock certificates 
in August, 1935. She alleges in her 
complaint that the Cohns_ and 
Brandt, holders of the original 2,500 
shares of stock and the sole voting 
trustees originally, had contracted in 
1929 to manipulate the stock issue of 
the corporation sande: a ‘purchase 
warrant agreement’ by which they 
were alone benefited and which re- 
sulted in a loss to the corporation, 


instead of the corpora‘ion 
The plaintiff also alleges that the 


| Cohns agreed to pay over to the cor- 


| action. 


poration a total of $124,000 in in- 
stallments ending in May, 1937. She 
{wants to inspect the books to find 
‘out whether these payments were 
ever made. The “ohns and Brandt 
also voted themselves other credits 
and grants which wr? not so okay 
with the corporation, or its stock- 
holde1 and these, she cl: ims, were 
put through on the ?.T. 

In answer and opposition to the 
inspection, attorneys for the indi- 
vidual defendants assert that Miss 
Davis is not a bona ide stockholder 


and that she is a third party to the 
They also oppose the grant- 
ing of the application on the ground 
that the plaintiff is s-eking inspec- 
tion of records covering a period of 
nine years before she is alleged to 
have obtained interest in the cor- 
poration. Outside of that, the an- 
swer points cut, a complete record 


of the corporation and the actions of 
its officials was filed wi-h the Se- 
curities Exchange Commission in 
1935 and okayed by the latter body. 
STOTHART’S SCORE 
H llywood May 3 
Herbert Stothart is busy on the 
core for Hunt Stromberg’s forthe 
coming Metro production, ‘Sweete 
heat 
Musical to star Nelson Ed ind 
Jeanette MacDonald 
‘Thinking Reed’ Readying 
Hollyw i, Ma 3 
Rebecca West he o 
ng Reed,’ 1 l be treated f the 
D Hi I i 
RKO recent bo ht t ) K for 
» Ge Haight production, 
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U. S. Distribs Combine to Nix Prod. 
Under New NSW Quota; Lying Low 





—— - 


No More State Aid for Quickies; 
~ Italian Grants to Be Based on B. 0. 


; Rome, April 18. "why legit circles feel that the — |the streamline trail to the Coast, | 
Finding that state aid was being | prospects of the film industry are lgray-bearded gnomes of the two-a- 
used by shoestring producers to| mostly a black eye to the stage. [day period and midget moppets of 
make quickie films, the Ministry of | Another dismal note from ‘the modern era, tiny tenors and 





MidgetstoH wood 











(Continued from page 1) 





ever imagined, even in his wildest 
hangovers, 


West on the Narrow Gauge 














Pix Waste 


(Continued from page 3) 


Sydney, April 16, 
| Major American distributors here 
have agreed to stick together to pre- 
vent being forced into production by 





the 


Popular Culture has decided in fu- 
dure to support only those studios | 
that mean business and have some! 
chance of producing worthwhile pic- 
tures, 


Gist of the new regulations which 


stage point of view has been added | bobbed b 
lall 


by the announcement that Kiki 
Palmer, one of the ranking actresses, 
and Ruggero Ruggeri, Italy’s number 
one actor, are taking time out for 
rest next season. 





j 
} 
| 
| 


asses and stubby sopranos, 
itching to sign man’s size con- 
tracts. 

Aside from the stature of the ac- 
tors there is nothing small about a 
miniature film opera. It requires 
full-size cameras, box offices, pay- 
rolls and scripts. The who 
write ‘The Lord’s Prayer’ on a pin- 


guys 





the fact that consultation with them 
would be quite advantageous. Cur- 
rently the studios are listening to 
both distribution and theatre oper- 


ation executives in lining up their 


| future 


At 


as 


programs. Metro, Al 
Lichtman functions the liaison, 
pointing out to the studio executives 


the New South Wales government 
because of pressure from those with 
studios in Sydney territory. These 
interests still have empty studios, 
despite the powerful political influ. 
ence they exert. 

Producers in New South Wales 
hoped the quota act, with its 3% 
clause for distributors, would bolster 
local film making. Quota 











will be submitted to the Conncil of | _ 

Ministers is this: Italian govern- ° ° ° 

ment does not mean to take part Venice Exhib Entries 
cirecitly in film industry, but | ° 

realizes that if there is to be an} To Be Picked by Own 
Jialian film industry it must receive 

some state aid. Smallness of the 


lialian market makes it almost im- | 
possible for any Italian-made pic- | 
ture, no matter how good, to meet | 
costs of production. State aid is} 
henceforth to be given only to the! 
best pictures. And in judging which 
pictures are ‘best’ only one thing | 


Countries in Future 





Rome, April 25. 
to be presented at the 
annual international exhibish at 
Venice will no longer have to be 
passed upon by the executive com- 


Films 


will be taken into consideration— | mittee of the exhibition. Committee 
boxoffice returns. | was subjected to so much pressure 

This is a sharp departure from to present this and that film that it 
previous regulations, under which | ysually found it hard to stick to the 
producers seemed to strive mostly | only criterion that was ‘supposed to 
to please the Ministry of Popular | qetermine its choice—high artistic 
Culture by turning out a lot of| quality. Instead of being a show of 
propaganda and flag-waving films. | 


outstandingly artistic films, the inter- 
national exhibish was found to be 
turning into a general film fair. 
Henceforth each country will be 
alloted a certain number of films in 
proportion to the size of its national 
production. That means that nu- 
merically Hollywood will have the 
lion’s share of the Venice exhibish 
this season, as in the seasons before. 


Henceforth the public will have to 
be pleased and producers will have 
to see that they turn out entertain- | 
ing pictures, 

Actual subsidies to Italian studios 
will then take these forms: (1) sub- | 
sidies furnished by the dubbing 
taxes levied on foreign films; these 
are already in effect and ‘lave given 


lhead are out of luck if they think | the reactions that prevail, as well as | still re- 
they can muscle in as screen drama- | suggesting the thoughts of distribu- | mains status quo because U.S. dis 


| 
| 





‘ s fr i yiew oO ? 
elgg ll tog geet pol What the executive committee hopes 
ons 0 “bo. returns figured | '§ that by leaving the picking up to 
pene of three years “from | individual national industries, they 
the first showing of a pic; (3) special eed prod eat? bsgrigs ng seh 
prizes for top grade films whose b.o. | i aie —oe , oe el enice 0 
returns pass a certain figure, these ty ea ClASS COP CS PiCvurTs. 
special rewards to be calculated on | Phig- prec ree ert of = 
er ae : .; that are not so totalitarian-minde 
er Datta eg — _ — las Italy will be called upon to con- 
cial returns of the pic, the bigger | 4 soe MB te oe 
the percentage of the government's | sider their choice of films for the 
prizes; (4) specialize? prizes 
those pictures which best interpret honor. ' 
the spirit of our times. | not remains to be seen. 


With the establisnment of these 
Goldwyn—Korda | 


gbsidies, the bounties already in 
(Continued from page 3) 





existence will automativally be abol- 








ished. At the same time, while the | 
Banea Nazionale del Lavoro will 





still facilitate credits for film pro- 
duction and an even larger fund ‘company contributin 
than that at present available will | accictance whatever. 
be put at the bank's disposal for this | And so an accord was achieved 
purpose, automatic state anticipa- ‘with Korda and Goldwyn under 
tions of credit for film productions | which Silverstone becomes business 
will be abolished, boss of the company, the partners 
Nixing the Indies additionally having agreed to see it 
All this, it is hoped, will drive out | through and not to interfere with 
of field of motion picture production | Silverstone’s authority and powers. 
small producers who have no idea | Charles Chaplin stood on the side- 
of establishing fixed companies, but | lines throughout. 
speculate on .tate aid being able to| At the board meeting held April 26 
help them clear a tidy sum on one | Chaplin was represented by his at- 
or two films, and then get out of the | torney, who took no sides. At this 
market. Henceforth no state aid at | meeting also the directors declared a 
#)l will be given to companies whose | $250,000 dividend, or $50,000 each to 
capital is less thar $25,000. Thereby | the five partners. The new control 
the state does not want to favor only | was voted by 80°. of the directorate 
the big companies, or help create | and four of the five partners. 
eny kind of monopoly, but hopes to| Perhaps some executive changes in 
weed out fly-by-night organizations | the operating setup of UA may fol- 
that have harmed the industry. | low, but these are conjectural. These 
All this, the Ministry of Pop Cul- | will not be known until Silverstone 


g no financial 





ture says, will be done to create an | returns from Hollywood, where he}! a 


for | Venice show a matter of national | ) rt ‘ ; 
Whether they will do so or | Of the pending negotiations, fearing | same time, though they might not| firm, suggested that much of the 








tributors claim it is unconstitutional 
Until it is proved otherwise, they 
apparently will do nothing about 
carrying out requirements under the 


tion and exhibition in types of story 
that are to be made. At 20th Cen- 
|tury-Fox, this coordination is car- 
seen whether |ried on through Joseph M. Schenck, 
‘chairman of the company board, | WOta statute. Current indications 
with Darryl Zanuck: Warners have | #7 that foreign distribs will lie low, 
very close coordination between the | #S they did on the previous quota 
studio and Gradwell Sears, WB sales | **- 

Former quota was more or less 


chieftain. admittedl f bl 
mittedly unenforceable because 
a n e other hand, | es sinthai’ 
Paramount, on th ther hand, | pictures needed were not availakie 


gets its contact from Y. Frank Free-/anq the distribs held that it was 
man, theatre head, and its various | physically impossible to carry out 
circuit partners, who are not hes-/the terms of the statute : 
itant at all in declaring their likes| Arthur Loew Metro forei in sal 
and dislikes of material that is pro-|}eaq came into Svdnev vl “the 
posed. This contact with the part- |weekend but would not talk about 
ners is maintained by Eugene Zukor |production under the quota. He 


in the studio. 7” | will make a complete survey of the 
Values | Australian situation. However, it is 
| understood that Metro will not pro- 


tists. Everything is robust, includ- 
ing the fountain pens used to sign 
the dotted line. 

It remains to be 
peewee plays will be a fleeting fad 
like Tom Thumb golf links, but the 
little guys are picking up the mar- 
bles while the big guys quarrel. 


FEAR JAP FILM 
BAN MAY STICK: 


Tokyo, April 18. Misappraisal of values, the stu- 
Negotiations between American dios feel, can and will be easily cor-|duce locally under any considera- 
ra ar |rected. They have been shown by | tion. 
distribs here and Hisaji Kubo, Jap |the home office groups that their| Reelection of the Stevens govern- 
attorney, for a deal to lift the ban | values are strictly Hollywood, and|ment for three years is taken to 


on foreign flickers seems to have | not predicated on box office values. | mean that the quota will be strictly 











| struck a snag. Numerous sessions | This is largely so in the case of | enforced. If the law for New South 
| have been held; but so far no con- 


talent. The home office asserts that | Wales is found unconstitutional, a 
the studios have been going outside | campaign may be launched in earn- 
to buy players for large sums of | est for an imperial quota to take in 
money, claiming they have b.o./all of Australia. 
value, where, on the other hand, for Cinesound, which has made pic- 
|20% of the expenditure within their tures all along without benefit of the 
that ‘the whole thing looks headed |own ranks, they could have found | quota, apparently will devote its en- 
for the ashcan.’ players who could give equally as|ergies entirely to making features 
Jap distribs of foreign flickers are | good a performance, and who could | suitable for the home market. Ken 
becoming fidgity over the slowness be developed for the company at the/G. Hall, producer-director for the 


crete results are evident. Reported 
in some quarters that Kubo is hold- 
ing out for terms and conditions un- 
acceptable to the Americans. An- 
other distrib was heard to remark 





that a cold turndown by the Ameri- | have the Hollywood stamp of ap-j| quota difficulties might have been 
cans will mean the dropping of all} proval, due to fact their monetary |averted if Americans had occasion- 
efforts by the government to effect a | importance is not potent. | ally purchased an Aussie-made film. 
means of lifting the ban, at least for| ‘The home offices have also stressed | With the home market entirely in 
some time to come, On the other! the big money paid writers. They | View, the company soon will start a 
hand, if the outcome of the Kubo ne- | ¢jaim that the current hits, and those | bUsh comedy with Bert Bailey, simi- 
gotiations is successful, the Japs fig- | of past season in most instances were |/ar to ‘One Our Selection,’ which 
ure the deal will form a basis for a| turneq out by writers who seldom | ™ade $150,000 some years back and 
similar arrangement on European | garnered over $1,750 a week, instead | Still is making coin in the sticks. 
films. of the scribblers who have been paid | If approval can be secured from the 

If the general idea behind the Kubo | ¢3 999 and $3,500 a week. In the past |authorities, Cinesound will follow 


proposition is to be extended to 
European flickers, an entirely dif- 
ferent basis for their representation 
here will have to be worked out. At 
present, Jap distribs buy the Japan 
rights outright and pocket all losses 
or profit. Under the Kubo plan, the 
European distiibs would have to 
work out some arrangement whereby 
royalties would be paid with notes 
signed by a Jap bank. Print costs, 
advertising material and_ similar 
charges could be remitted in advance. 
In view of the past practice by Eu- 
ropean producers; of demanding cash 
over the counter for all costs, includ- 





ing royalties, it’s doubtful if they 
would surrender prints with royal- 
ties tied up for a long period. 

Regardless of what happens to the 
merican, French and British picts, 


Italian industry that can in some |and Goldwyn are now conferring | everyone here feels that Jap officials 


measure meet the demands of the | With Dr. A. H. Giannini. 
Jialian market. But there is no pos- 
sibility and no intention of keeping 
foreign pictures off the Italian mar- 
ket. 





Hollywood, May 3. 


| will find some way of permitting 
German and Italian flickers to come 
in. It is rumored that this will be 


No comment on United Artists’) accomplished by a 50-50 exchange of 
On the other hand, Italians | problems was offered Monday by) subjects, thus calling for no remit- 


hope eventually to get some showing | Samuel Goldwyn or Murray Silver-| tances by either side. If others kick, 


'stone upon their arrival from New 


in the international market, and, as | 
a siep toward that goal, welcome ! York. Goldwyn ordered preparations 
the development of two-language | started for ‘Graustark.’ 
productions made by Italian com-| On the return today (Tuesday) of 
panies in cooperation with foreign Dr. A. H, Giannini, UA prexy, from 
companies. | Frisco conferences with Silverstone 
Regulations favoring Italian film | will be initiated at which time the 
production by offering government | latter's appointment as executive 
bonuses to successful films and | committee head will be made official. 
promising other state financial aid, | George J. Schaefer, UA sales chief 
pre viewed with dismay by legit | and Monroe Greenthal advertising 
circles. Showmen believe that it is | and publicity head, are due in for 
just another case of robbing Peter to discussions on future releases, 
pay Paul, and fear that the improved 
aimosphere in the film industry will 
jnduce more legit actors to leave the 
stage for the screen. As the Italian 
stage is built up on the star system. 
the loss of famous actors and /' 


| 





Noel’s New Role 


, Cairo, April 23. 
Noel Coward here for three 
weeks as part of a tour on behalf of 
actresses proves a severe blow. | the British Gov ernment’s ‘Admiralty 
Sergio Tofano, Eva Maltagliati,| Film Committee’ to discover what 
Emma and Irma Gramatica have all | sort of films the men of the British 
been signed for film contracts that | Navy prefer. Work also includes a 
will keep them away from the stage | careful probe into the effect—good, 
ell next year. These are big shots of bad or indifferent—of the American 
the Italian stage. And when it is|filn on the ‘Eastern mind.’ 
considered that other big shots such Guest has been staying with the 
es Vittorio De Sica, Rissone, Melnati pany Ambassador, Sir Miles Lamp- 
for the screen, it can be understood | around the various niteries, etc. 


is 


end Viarisio had already deserted |son, who pilots the playwright 


they’li no doubt be offered the same 
privilege. 


NAZI SKULL PRACTISE 
IN THE CINEMA ART 


Washington, May 3. 
German film academy, divided into 
| three sectors and expected to turn 
| out sheepskin-holders for the Nazi 
; picture industry, has been opened in 
Berlin, U. S. Commerce Department 
reports. 

Institution will train promising 
| youngsters in artistic, technical and 
| economic phases of the film business. 
| Actors, dancers, singers, composers, 
| stage managers, fashion artists and 
| other craftsmen will be coached dur- 
ing two-year courses. Roster will 
embrace about 100 students. 

Camera and sound technique, trick 











few months the salaries of writers at 
some of the studios have been re- 
graded. Many of the boys have taken 
20 and 50% cuts, studios avering that 
the type of work turned out by them 
showed no signs of deterioration, 


High Priced Freelancers 


Another element studios feel they 
will be able to handle in the future 
will be the high priced freelance 
stars, who get picture commitments 
at coin running up to $5,000 a week. 
or around $100,000 a picture, and 
who, through lack of suitable story 
material, are not given sufficient 
working assignments to justify the 
compensation they are given. In 





many instances, on term contracts, 
stars have been paid for one to two 
pictures that were never made. This 
situation, the studio 

be able to rectify, either by not going 
overboard on commitment, or by 
farming these stars for whom they 
have no material to other companies, 
so that the carrying charges on them 
can be minimized. Next season, there 
will be a greater interchange of 
studio material, particularly stars, on 
loanouts, 

Likewise they plan in the future 
to utilize their contract players of 
| the featured and stock group. Execu- 
| tives at all studios will not permit 
| their producers or directors to go 
| wild in bringing in outside people 
|for parts which they feel can be 
| capably portrayed by talent drawing 
weekly salary from the company. In 
this way the studios are positive that 
general overhead accumulations, 
|which have brought about their 
‘financial’ headaches, can be cured, 
and that their setup will be worked 
out in such a manner that the ma- 
jority of charges on a picture will be 
| after camera start, instead of before. 
With a picture grinding the studios 
feel that there is no waste. Retakes 
; are a necessary element in picture 
making, to straighten out kinks in a 


§ insist, they will 


tics will be expounded in the tech- | may be spent on retakes, that is an 


nical classes, while students of film| investment towards 


economics will be grounded in legal 
matters, as well as financial phases. 


insuring box- 


| 


office values. 
Another move in the economy 


yarn, or to build up selling phases, | 
photography and other operating tac- | and regardless of the amount that 


| this with ‘Robbery Under Arms.’ 

American distributors here claim 
that of the 12 to 15 features made in 
Australia in the past season only one 
or possibly two were held to be 
strong enough for distribution in 
the U.S. 


= 
ond 





wave is the consolidation of depart- 
ments in the studios. In pioneering 
the talking picture the studios nat- 
uarlly expanded heavily in adding 
departments they felt were essential 
to the making of the pictures. Cur- 
rently it has been pointed out that 
many of these departments can be 
absorbed, thus eliminating a lot of 
unnecessary manpower, Universal is 
working on a plan to reduce its 40 
departments to 25, which would of 
course eliminate the difference in 
heads. Other studios have been tak- 
ing similar steps, and it is felt by this 
move a large savings will be made 
in the general budget expense. 

Then, too, during the past season, 
several of the major companies from 
time to time have been missing re- 
lease dates. This is an important and 
costly item to distribution, and with 
the closer cooperation that is being 
conducted by the distribution and 
home office forces—now virtually 
dominating production at present— 
the situation is expected to be 
remedied, 

Studios and home office executives 
know that labor costs cannot be 
played around with to bring down 
this phase of production and opera- 
lion, but it is being watched very 
closely, with labor only remaining on 
payroll now while it is actually con- 
tributing to production, either in 
preparation or actual shooting. 


Buchanan’s Studio 


London, May 3. 

Company has been formed headed 

by Jack Buchanan with City backing 

to purchase Amalgamated Studios, 

built by the Soskins at a cost of 
$2,500,000. 

Understood purchasing price 














is 


| $1,350,000, 
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ondon Theatres Stay Open Despite 


Projectionist Strike; B.0.’s Unhurt 
\Siecaill Due May 14[n 


London, April 28. 
After a week in which theatres 
appear not to have suffered direct! 
from the withdrawal of projection- 
the strike situation remains 
the same. Exhibitors declare 


, 


we 


ists, 


about 


the stoppage has proved a flop, but | 


unions contend they are just starting 


and will be able to mobilize further 
labor support and will have cinemas 
on the run. 


On the evidence, there is a gradual 
dribble back to work in the London 
Eft 


ply conducted by the Cinematograph 


area. icient system of relief sup- 


Exhibitors Assn, is ensuring no 


shortage of staff at affected theatres. 
Elect 


body, 


ical Trades Union, the striking 


has won support of the su- 


perior London Trades Council, which 


may mean pressure will be brought 


to bear on other labor units, particu- 


larly on the National Assn. of Thea- 
tre and Kinema Employees, whose 
members so far have largely con- 


tributed to making up the deficiency 
in houses where staffs walked out. 


N.A.T.&K.E, : has, in fact, effec- 
tively scabbed on its fellow workers 
of E.T.U., so the failure of the strike 


must be laid to labor’s own account 
rather than to measures taken by 
C.E.A. United labor front would 
have left theatres helpless and on 
the workers’ side optimism is still 
expressed that this effect may yet 


This is difficult to an- 
ticipate, however, as the quarrel be- 


be achieved, 


tween N.A.T.&K.E. and E.T.U. is 
fundamental and cannot easily be 


resolved, 
Employees continue to make plenty 
of noise, and today organized a mass 


demonstration in Hyde Park. Picket- 
ing is in force at most theatres, 
though the public is ignoring the 


strikers. 


Dispute is being conducted 


in an orderly manner. 

In the sticks a similar situation 
applies and at Manchester, where 
300 workers are out, other unions 
have demonstrated sympathy by 
passing resolutions favoring a boy- 
cott of theatres. At this writing 
there is no indication of the box- 
office suffering. In fact, publicity 


appears to have attracted bigger at- 
tendances. many attending possibly 
in hopes of seeing some fun. 

At the Gainsborough studios, the 
staff walked out, bringing to a stand- 
still work on current Hitchcock pro- 
duction, ‘Lost Lady.’ At Elstree, em- 
ployees voted against strike action, 
but again a decision by an executive 
of the Assn. of Cine-Technicians, 
representing studio labor, to support 
trade union principles, may swing 
sympathy. At the moment there is 
little active production in any Brit- 
ish studio and a strong body of 
Opinion considers to endanger 
chances of employment after produc- 
tion hands have been idle for many 


months would be foolish and danger- 
ous 


Even were production moving the 
chances are a strike action at the 
centres would be unsupported, the 
Gainsborough stoppage being an 


isolated case, which, it is construed, 
represents a dead set against Gau- 
mont-British. That unions moved in 
this direction was evidenced in early 
days of stoppage, out of 45 halls 
shutting the first night the majority 
being G.-B. circuit spots. 

This does not suggest G.-B. con- 


ditions are worse than elsewhere, 
but arises from an idea among 
E.T.U. officials that. by paralyzing 


One major circuit, they might win a 
Victory, 


Mex Show Biz Helps 
Pay Off Oil Claims 


Mexico City, May 3 

Cinema operators are generally dis- 
posed to accept the proposition that 
they donate the gross of one Sunday 
a month for the rest of this year to 
he fund the government is raising 
to indemnify the expropriated 
Other branches of 
show biz, including bull fight, boxing 
ind wrestling arenas, have agreed to 
divvy up gross of one Thursday pei 
month to the fund until Dec. 31. 


t oil 


companies the 


As cinemas are by far Mexico's 
Inost popular entertainment, it 
izured that their donation will fai 
exceed that of the rest of the show 12 





Hong Kong; To U. S. July 4 


Hongkong, May 3. 

J. S. Hummel, foreign sales mana- 
ger for Warner Bros., currently on 
Australia, 


an inspect 


On tour in Is 
jue in here May 14 for a lcoksee of 
Orient key spots. Goes to Singapore 


from here and probably will retrace 
nis steps through this city 
way to Italy. 

Hummel! is scheduled to 
Naples, June 13 He 


to the U. S. 


on his 


arrive a 
probably will 
ret until July 4 


not inn 


Word has been received here that 
production has begun at Teddington, 
England, the first Warner Bros. 
feature the new British quota 
act. No plans made outside of this 
initial film 


on 
under 


WILCOX-HOWARD DEAL; 
JILT ‘LADY HAMILTON’ 


London, April 26. 
Herbert Wilcox’s ‘Lady Hamilton’ 
picture, with Anna Neagle set to star 
s Lord Nelson's light o’ is a 
dead pigeon. Official reason that 
the announcement by Leslie Howard 


love, 


Is 


and Gabriel Pascal of a production 
of ‘Nelson,’ with the actor in the 
title role. would mean clash of sub- 
jects, which Herbert is anxious to 


dodge. 
overtured 
role in his 
if two 
There 
‘Lady 
with 
the 


‘on 


As Howard was 
by Wilcox for the 
picture, it looks, 
parties have made a 
may be an added 
Hamilton’ would 
the Office, 
treating of a 
the 


being 
Nelson 
however, as 
deal. 

reason that 
not find favor 
on account of 
historic romance 


Toy 
iaVs 


“a 
siae., 


Instead, Wilcox has set ‘Queen of 
the Halls.’ based on the life of for- 
mer vaude trouper Marie Lloyd, to 
follow the new Victoria picture, and 
Miss Neagle will step into the title 
role, with a British star likely to be 
pulled from Hollywood to play op- 
posite. Picture will be all in color, 
with Wilcox personally directing. 

Howard-Pascal production will be 
shot at Pinewood, with one quick 
program subject thrown into work 
between it and ‘Pygmalion,’ now due 
off the floor there. Nelson picture 
will absorb a budget of $1,000,000 
and the highlight will be a spectacu- 


lar reproduction of the battle of 
Trafalgar, 
Wilcox’s decision to sidetrack 


‘Lady Hamilton’ puts Aubrey Smith 
out of commission after he finishes 
as the Duke of Wellington in ‘Sixty 
Glorious Years.’ 

Other production news has Tom 
Walls, former G.-B. star, now work- 
ing independently with a unit called 
T. W. Productions. Personnel will 
work on co-op basis, Alec Saville, 
production supervisor, and Ben 
Travers. story writer, stringing along 
with Walls. First picture, ‘Old Iron.’ 
has gone into production at Sound 
City, with Walis topping the 
but later subjects on the schedule 
may not have him as star—just as 
director. 


cast. 


Hoyts’ New Spot 
Melbourne, May 3. 
Hoyts circuit is reported to have 
obtained a further grip on the the- 


atre situation here through a deal 
for 50’, interest in the Athenaeum 
theatre in this city. Supplies the 
chain with further domination over 
| Greater Union in this area. 
Charles Munro, managing director 
for Hoyts, set the deal via parleys 
with British Dominion Films, which 


operated the house for many years. 
Ernest Turnbull, who was in charge 
tor British Dominion, now 
here for 20th-Fox, replac- 
ing Arthur Gregory. Understood 
that American features will be 
spotted the Athenaeum, as a 
result of the new control. when Brit- 


is sales 


manacel 


into 


ish films are not available, First un- 
der new policy will be ‘Scarlet 
Pimpernel’ «(UA). 

Deal between Munro and Para- 
mount for taking over! of the Capito! 
still is hot. but dickering continues 
with price element 21d to be main 
Poul if 1 ) ‘ iznt 1OW If pe 

cted,. t ould give Hoyts still 


| Dave Blum to Paris 

| Dave Blum, secretary of M-G-M 
|international department, is headed 
fo. France after spending a week in 
Rome, according to worl received at 
his New York office. He left there 
April 29, motoring to Paris and other 


key cities. 

Blum will visit London and pos- 
sibly Holland before back 
the U. S. month. He 
,studying srethods of superimposing 
| titles and dubbing in European coun- 
; tries for Metro. 


starting 


to next 


is 


FRENCH TRADE 
HIT BY SLUMP 


Production of pictures in F) 
becoming more difficult with 
passing week, according to 
film people recently returned from 
that country. Though alert producers 
have been spurred to renewed effort 
of late because of more favorable re- 
ception accorded numerous French- 
made films, they have run into 
on finance 

Thi 


ance is 
each 
word of 


snags 


ee factors have worked against 


increasing or even maintaining the 
rate of production set in the last 12 
months. These are (1) continued 
and abrupt slump in the franc, (2) 
difficulty in getting coin either from 
English financiers or French bankers, 
and (3) spread of Nazism in coun 
tries closest to France. 

Value of French money in terms of 


the dollar is about half what it w 
in 1936. These declines in the franc’s 
monetary value in relation to British 
and American coin not only means 
that the francs grossed at the box- 
office on a picture mean a lesser 
amount taken in by the distributor 
when stacked up against the more 
expensive franc with which the film 
was turned out, but it also means the 
distributor often is shy of expecta- 
tions when he makes repayments of 
money loaned him for production. 

Understanding is that Lloyds and 
bankers in England who only six or 
eight months ago agreed to advance 
more money for additional produc- 
tion are becoming increasingly wary 
pouring more funds into French 
This is largely because 
of disappointment over failure of the 
franc to halt its downward plunge 
Instead of obtaining more money as 
a result of improvement in the 1 
of exchange, these interests are con- 
fronted with the problem of having 
to obtain an increasingly larger 
number of francs from each com- 
pleted picture if they are to break 
even, 

Bankers say that the intake on 
films has not made up this slack re- 
sulting from the franc’s weakness. 
They point out that a French pro- 
duction costing 575,000 francs in 1937 
would force the French producer to 
glean an additional 200,000 francs in 
distribution before paying off to 
financial backers at the prevailing 
rate of exchange. 

Even bankers in France are re- 
luctant to advance heavy amounts 
for production. Their doubt to 
the future is perhaps best attested by 
the number of francs recently ship- 
the U. S 


as 


of 


production, 


ate 


as 


ped to 


Manner in which Nazj rule has 
spread around France has hurt also. 
It presents the spectacle of pro- 
ducers turning out democratic films 
though nearly surrounded by Fas- 


cist nations. Instance in point is the 
way French companies fare with 
product in Germany. After months 
of negotiating, a picture may be set 


for distribution in Hitler’s country. 
Then the distributor finds that he is 
able to get only a portion of the 
rental money collected back to 
France. Such a situation, while not 
applicable solely to French picture 
distribs, does not help a company 


striving to show a profit 
Probably the sole encouraging 
3 that American distributors may 
devote more attention to France’s 
market offer more co-operation 
a result of slashes made at foreign 
by Fascism spreading, 1 
strictions and quotas (including 
one recently installed in England) 


ig 
sign 


and 
as 
Pe 


he 


market 


SI BELL’S DIVISION 


Further alignment of Columbia's 
foreign staff took place last week 
with naming of Simon Z. Bell, form 
erlv of the home office, as head of 
latest foreign branch at Port of 
Spain. Trinidad. New foreign wing 
will include British and Dutch Gi 
ana as well as Trinidad 

Supervision will be nd N 


i York office, 


Ma 





=. 


Cable Address: VARIFTY, LONDON 
Telephone Temple Bar 5011-5012 





jors to Set British Quota Prod. 


Skeds This Week; to Move Slowly 





+ 


Par Sales Meet in Paris; 


Ditto London Next Week 


Paris, May 3. 


John W. Hicks, Jr., Paramount’s 
foreign sales chief who arrived here 
1 at a general sales 


last week, presidec 


the weekend It was 


called 


to start last Friday (29), with 
all principal foreign managers from 
Europe attendance. Smaller con- 
fab of sales reps probably will be 
held in London when Hicks goes 
over there in about a week 


Session here, w 
Eur 


I 
? y t 
tne nat 


hich brought all big 


pean sales bosses together, w 


as 


itl 


ure of Par’s annual foreign 


sales convention. All exchange men 
from key cities on Continent, how- 
ever, did not attend. 


BRITISH EXHIBS CALL 
FOR FILM BLACK LIST 


London, April 26. 
the exhibitor campaign 
grading of product is definite 
to blacklist selected product. | 
Cinematograph Exhibitors Assn., in 
a ‘secret circular’ to every membe: 
announces members will be ad- 
vised shortly of certain A pictures 
which they should not book on any 
account. Circuits, it says, will co- 
operate with indies in making the 
boycott effective. 

‘Do all 


Mov e 
against 


threat 


in 


all 


to avoid 
document urge 


difficult, 


you can 
A pictures,’ the 
We know it’s sometimes 
but in many cases it’s easy.’ Circu- 
lar on to name various major 
release films and concludes, ‘Do you 
regard such pictures as A product, 
to be paid for on percentage?’ 
C.E.A, that the 
system adopted by the 
graph Renters Society 
designed to get more money out ol 
theatres by compelling all A_ pic- 
tures to be booked only on percent- 
age, Distribs, they claim, will put 
the A mark on as much product as 
sible, many having declared they 
eliminate B’s completely, which 
mean eventually that exhibs 
get no second feature at flat 
. Will pay percentage for Sun- 
day bookings, second and third runs 
and children’s matinee programs, 
and hire will increase every- 


} 


booking 


o 
goes 


case is grading 
Kinemato- 


(distribs) is 


rate 


film 


iwhere, 


Association is accordingly cam- 
paigning for unity among exhibs to 


challenge unity among the K.R:S. 
members. Circuits have sided with 
indies, under the leadership of Ar- 


thur Jarratt (G.-B.) and Arthur 
Moss (‘Associated British). C.E.A. 
officers and leading executive mem- 
bers are visiting every branch 
throughout Great Britain to state the 


case and_= stiffen exhib resistance, 
using all the scare tactics at their | 
command. 


Meantime, exhibs are recommend- 
ed to place business as far as possi- 
ble with § five’ distribs—20th-Fox, 
General Films, Associated British, 
Pathe and Butcher’s—who are out- 
side the grading setup imposed by 
K.R.S. 


Universal Overtures 
To Ace British Reps 


London, May 3. 


Joe Seideiman has been feeling 
out local ace salesmen for appoint- 
ment in the newly organized Uni- 
versal Pictures exchanges which he 
intends establishing some time in 
July, when he is due here. 

Universal will not sever connec- 
tions with Charles Woolf, who re- 


mains director, but no longer will it 
release product through his ex- 
changes. Frank Ditcham, present 
rep here, is expected to be out under 


the new setup. 
Hollywood, May 3. 
Rafael Ramos Cobian, president of 
United Theatres, Puerto Rico, ha 
arrived to supervise production of 


Paramount's 


all-Spanish feature 


tarring Tito Guizar. Pieture will 
set under way as soon as Cobian 
puts |} »k. on the script 
Cobian bankrolling the = fil 
h John Reinhardt will divect 


Though few major companies have 
set any definite budget or even the 
exact number of features they will 
make for quota credit in the initial 


year of Great Britain’s quota act, 
more of the larger distributors ex- 
| pect to have a better idea this week 
of first year plans. 

Despite the fact that features made 
or purchased in England for U. S. 
distribution under quota = stipula- 
tions can be figured into the do- 
mestic budget, American picture 
executives appreciate the void such 


productions will leave in the profit- 
making 
boxoffice 


scheme if many of these 
duds. 

with Briti 
costing $400,000 to 
either turned out 
supervision and with Hollywood 
boxoffice names, purchased direct 
from British companies, there always 


prove 
h-made 


nearly 


Even pictures 


$1,000,000, 
under American 


OL 


is the danger of failing to recoup 
negative costs. They know that from 
previous experience 

Consequently, the rank and file of 
film companies here plan to move 
slowly on laying out coin for Brit- 
ish quota credit features. Most of 
the majors will set one or two com- 
paratively expensive features on this 
lineup. This means one or more 
costing $400,000 upwards to fill three 
quota credit requirements under the 


three-for-one clause. 


$75,000 Stop 
For the remainder, whether bought 


from English turned 
out under American supervision like 


companies or 


westerns, few are exnected to go 
past the $75,000 minimum. Hard 
facts are that whether these minor 
features cost $75,000 or $200,000, 


chances are that they will do negligi- 


ble business in this country. At- 
titude of some U. S. officials is 
against pouring more money into 
production when there is litile 
chance of netting $60,000 from the 
feature in film rentals from the 
world market. This, of course, ap- 
plies only to minor, inexpensive 
films. 

Besides, U. S. producers see no 
reason for putting more money into 
a minor British quota subject than 
they spend on a moderately bud- 
geted western feature made in 


Hollywood. 


Because of that 15 requirement 
and the minimum of $75,000 per 
British feature, many of the com- 
panies may cut down the number 
of American pictures shipped to 
Great Britain for distribution. Thus 
a company which distributed 52 


features in 1937-38 (with all of them 
going into England), may distribute 
only 40 in Great Britain under the 
new quota. 

This would mean the American 
firm would have to supply only six 
quota credit features instead of 
eight, necessary under the 52-pic- 
ture setup. With the company that 
distributed 60 in the past 12 months 
and supplied nine quota credit fea- 
tures, by shipping in only 45, quota 


requirements would be trimined to 
even, 
Some announcement of Pora- 
mount’s quota picture plans probe 
'ably will be revealed this week 
from London by John W. Hicks, Jr., 
foreign sales chief. He is due in 
England this week and will confer 
on the quota situation until about 
the middle of this month. Hicks 
is due to sail for the U. S. May 15 
or 18 He has been on a swing 


through Central and South America, 
Italy and France and will wind up 
his foreign visits in England, 


Anzac Angel 


London, April 28 
Claim that the new British films 
quota law has killed the Australian 


picture industry, 
and 


involving six come- 


$1,500,000 


panies nearly an- 
nually, is made by local Australian 
reps. With the English government 
no Jonger allowing Australian pic- 
tures to rank as renters’ quotas, 
40°, of the production cost has been 

taken away from the producers 
But it maintanied such action 
ll cause the sale of British pic- 
ture to d ip b it least 50’ Rea- 
ming is that yst of the British 
pictures sold i Australia only by 
being tagged tu ho product, force 
ng the exhibitor to take the Brite 
f othe he could not get 
ye produc And trange as 
na em, Australians enjoy their 

’ 1 p Al > 
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There’s 


Always a Woman 


release of William Perlberg 





puoedeetion, Lars Joan Blondell ind 
Melvvn Woueglas: features Mary Astor, 
; rances Drake, Jerome Cowan, Dire “d 
\iexander Hal Story by Wilson Col- 
son idapted by Gladys Lehman: camera, 
jdeu Freulich; editor, Viola Lauren 
pit Morris Stolofl, At Radio City 
Mus Hall week April 28, 193s hunning 
ivi SL itins. - 
Sally Heardon....ccceoes j4'se nee Joan Blondel 
William Reardon..........3 Melvin Wouclas 
Vata PERSO. ccc ceeds Peer ee Meas Astut 
Anne Calhoun,.ccceee eccoee Krancesy Drake 
Nick Shane...... eccccee eee JOvOMe Cowan 
rs BEMTIOWE .. ccecesacseesce Robert Paige 
pi tatet ALIOEMEY sc civissees Thurstun diall 
Mi ORL OT SHE «35 646 cheese ee Pierre Watkin 
CRE, 64 ki Pe 8 054 8 he RHE Walter Kingsford 
Wiaitee braset ---ee-Lesler Maithe 





This one will provide general sat- 


isiacuion as entertainment and as a 


gras or. It’s a briskly-paced, battle- 
O1-.ne-sexes comedy against a back- 
ground of a murder mystery. Smart 


direc- 
mbued 


mduction and, notably, the 
Alexander Hall have 
a basically incredible plot with the 

’npo and animation necessary to 
make people either believe or forget 
to disbelieve. 

Melvyn Douglas and Joan Blon- 
dell are man and wife. He pro/es- 
sionally a detective; she an amateur 
jitto who gums up the works re- 
peacedly. Plenty of slapstick in the 
‘Thin Man’ tradition. Laughs come 
pretty steadily. Many of these have 
been cleverly planted as surprise 
twists. 

Two leads have the only roles of 
consequence. Everything else and 
everybody else is a passing pano- 


pi 
tion ol 


rama for their antics and clashes as 
they crazily progress toward the 
solution of a not-very-obtuse mys- 
tery situation. 


Good roles for both starred play- 
ers and they carry through in hand- 
some style. All the elements of 
first-rate cinema entertainment are 
present. Only the snooty quibble at 
such plot licenses as the picture 
takes, but artfully covers up. It is 
perhaps worth writing into the rec- 
ord that opening night in the $1.65 
loges at the Music Hall several re- 
marks were overheard about the ele- 
gance of the apartment in which the 
couple live. On an emphasized sal- 
ary of $75 a week. That technical 
direction may not seem so incongru- 
yus to non-New Yorkers, however. 


Land, 


Kentucky Moonshine 
(WITH SONGS) 

Hollywood, May 3. 

Kenneth Macgowan 


Sh h-lMox release of 


production Sturs Ritz HBros., features 
fouy Martin, Marjorie Weaver, Slims Sum- 
merville, John Carradine, Wally Vernon, 
Becton Churchill, Eddie Collins. Directed 
Iss David Butler, Screenplay by Art Arthur 
sad M, Af. Musselman, from story by Mus- 
sefian and Jack Lait, Jr.: songs, Lew Pol- 
leek and Sidney DBD. Mitchell; additional 
dislog and comedy songs by Sid Kuller and 
Ray Golden: camera, Robert Planck; edi- 


Louis Silvers. Pre- 
Glendale, April 29, 


tor, Irene Morra; music, 
Viewed at Alexander 


"ss Running time, S87 mins, 
Rites Brothers... .ccccceccere Themselves 
SOUTe WEG. «60 664566646008% Tony Martin 
Caroline... ccccccccoce Marjorie Weuver 
Hiank Hattleld. .cccceees Blin Summerville 
Reef Hathield..ccccocscecees dunn Curradine 
Cue BryC6. .ccvecsee eer r Tet Wally Vernon 
S. Weer o00geseeess  OtIOR. Crurhit 
‘Spots Swanson... eceees ....Mddie Collins 
DOO «x 4'u0 000aebeie Cecil Cunningham 
Bearttimee. BUG 6 oc ckceccesee Paul Stanton 
‘Sugar’ Huifield.......+ee.00-,Mary Treen 
Cirandpa Hatitbeld..... cee eens Francis Ford 
a Pee ee YT TT TTT Brian Sisters 
Alterney.. Clarence Hummel Wilson 
Lerd Boffingwell.........00+. Claude Allister 
Clem Hattleld......... Frank McGlynn, Jr. 
Nurse Teer Tee ee eee Jan Duggan 
Buckboard Driver..... Ore, eT 
eee oo 8 a0 66060800600 Joe Twerp 
tel Clerk... .-cccscccececces- Ieving Bacen 
Tom Black......ccccecccoss. On Howleng 
{John Heistand 
Radios Announcers. ......6.. Carroll Nye 
Tom Hanton 


Those Ritz Bros. are in again, this 
time hitting a new high in burlesque 
hilarity and nonsense which will es- 


tablish ‘Kentucky Moonshine’ among | 


the top filmusical grossers for sum- 
mer bookings. It’s crazy and it’s 
wild, but it’s funny and grand enter- 
tainment. 

First time the trio has had the star 
billing. With equally fresh material, 
plus the Zanuck formula for this 
type of film, they are off on a new 
lease of life at the box office. It is 
exclusively their show, although the 
Original story by M. M. Musselman 
and Jack Lait, Jr., is first rate, the 
interpolated comedy skits and songs 
by Sid Kuller and Ray Golden are 
timely and fresh, the production 
numbers by Lew Pollock and Sidney 
D. Mitchell excellent. and David 
Butler's direction is fast. well paced 
toc both comedy and a touch of ro- 
mance 

Much of the fun develops naturally 
from the farcical story, which pur- 
ports to tell the adventures of the 
Riiz freres in their efforts to win 
broadcasting recognition. Marjorie 
Weaver brings them word in their 
Manhattan boarding house that a 
searching for some real 
from the Blue Ridve 
They scamper to the 
rent a mountain cabin 
the talent scouts Fact 
that the boys and Miss Weaver are 
Mistaken for distant relatives of a 
feuding familv brings the straicht- 

1g Hatfields to disturb thei 

me In thev are ‘discov- 
red’ and returned to New York fo. 
4 henlthv radio contract 
; Meanwhile. the Ritz 
rized Snow White as 
the dust they I 
mot? broadeast trom the villave with 
local talent harmonizing the Pollo 
Mitchell number, ‘Moonshine Oy 


sHonso is 
hillbillies, r 
mountains. 
back woods. 
ind wait for 


ioht 


shrootin 


sch time 


} 
trio Nas il- 
1 

thes 


clean up 
put on a re 


shack: 





Kentucky,’ and they have eluded 
massacre at the hands of the Hai- 
fields. Tony Martin wins Miss 
Weaver, who masquerades as the 
trio’s sister, and the new program 
climbs upwards in the ether ratings. 

Two other songs by Pollock and 
Mitchell are lively—'Reuben, Reu- 


ben, I've Been Swingin’, and ‘Sing 
a Song of Harvest.’ 

Film strives for nothing more sub- 
stantial than audience laughs and, 
on that count, it completely accom- 
plishes its purpose. Flin. 


Sinners in Paradise 
Hollywood, May 3. 


raal relea ) ‘ Ismith pro- 
letion Features Midge Evans John 
Bruce (Cxbot MM 1 Martin, ¢ i 
lin Dire Jam la 
sina stor H 1 > 
| ( 1 i nd 
! » \ { T 
li Mat Wi i 4/hhat 
i’re n : ved 4 ler (il 
il 2% te I nin n ~~ thin 
Anne W Oi Ma a in 
Jim Tavlo John | 
! M | ( 
I ’ \ M 
er ‘ ‘ i 
rh i (has ‘ if \\ I 
| I ' » & N isi int 
fon ian | mn & 
| sup Donald ba 
Wiarrison Brand M ear mm ‘ 
ling Will Fung 


Theme of the shipwrecked passen- 
gers, strangers to each other, who 


| are faced with a common peril, has 


intrigued writers for many centur- 
ies, from Shakespeare to Barrie. 
Harold Buckley, of the Universal 


writing staff, is the latest to tackle a 
much used, and abused, plot. ‘Sin- 
ners in Paradise’ tells what happens 
to nine passengers when a Pacific- 
air-clipper cracks up in a storm and 
tosses them unharmed on the shores 
of a South sea island. The film pos- 
enough entertainment for B 
rating at dual showings. John Boles 
and Madge Evans play the leads. 

It is melodrama sufficiently lurid 
to be cut into several parts and re- 


sesses 


leased as a serial. In his effort for 
realism James Whale has overdone 
some of his scenes, and the task of 
introducing so many characters by 
telling the life history of each in- 
volves too much footage. By the 


time all the actors and the audience 
get acquainted, the newsreel begins, 

What the author apparently is try- 
ing to prove is that life is something 
which must be lived, and past mis- 
takes and felonies some day musi be 
faced and rectified. At least that 
seems to be tho idea. and at the final 


fadeout a trim sloop, having on 
board such of the original airship’s 
company as have not cut. each 
other's throats, sails towards the 


setting sun and the grand jury. Au- 
dience imagination, already well ex- 
ercised by some very incredible 
events, takes care of the finish. 

Each of the players has an un- 
sympathetic part. Miss Evans is a 
voung wife who is running away from 


her husband for reasons unknown: 
John Boles is resident of the island 
who escaped from a Shanghai jail 
just before his trial for murder: 


Bruce Cabot is a fugitive gunman: 
Marion Martin a blonde huzzy tyne; 
Gene Lockhart a crooked politician, 
and Charlotte Wynters a_ Detroit 
heiress who has walked out on a 
sitdown strike in her factories. Also 
Donald Barry and Morgan Conway, 
munitions salesmen, whose nefarious 
business keeps nations at war. 


was a Chinese cook, just like his 
father and grandfather before him. 
Some of the dialog is a bit peppy, 
reminiscent of films five years ago. 
Ditto the plot. Flin. 


VIVACIOUS LADY 


(WITH SONG) 
Hollywood, May 3. 





RKO-Kadio release ool (leorge SBievens 
production Keatures (Gdinwer ‘, 
Jumes Stewart Jumes Ellixon sh 
Bondi (‘harles (oburn J vir by 
(ieorge Bleveus Story by I A kn. Writ 
screenplay wv «©P J Wolfson and Krnest 
Vavane imera. Robert de Cirasse; musical 
score Rus Webb: arrangements KRuseell 
Hennett sone by Clearge Jessel, Jack M» 
kill and Ved Shavire; vocal arrangements, 
Heeger Edens: edito Hierry Berman aanvl 
director Arusie Nelson Previewed at 
Pantages, Holly wood April 20, ‘Ss, liun- 
piimng titre, ) tits 
Frances iinget Rogers 
Peter sae TEL TT TTT . Jotutes Stewart 
Reith 92 00s0e0eeeecces > Jantes bitison 
eee BOOPOGM: ssecctecicns Beulah Bondi 
Mr eee rrr se ‘ Charles Colburn 
Hielen TreTT TTL Tre ran Meroe 
Jens $s6e00 Vhivtlis Kennedy 
Apr Masnias I nidin Tan mn 
Culpeper i i Setion 
Wa ("” J ~ f , 
J \ ( 
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An excellent comedy, splendidly 
icted by a fine cast, headed by 
G er Rogers James Stewart, 
James Ellison, Beulah Bondi and 
( irles Coburn | s a strong first 

1 release justifying extra booking 
la id wil ind up the box- 
office behind live! i] advance adver- 

The versatile Miss Roge J spl y 
to the full he ability to play a 
traigl yart { SUCK eaual to 
the best of the fil leading women 
The picture » UNCON George 
Steve: is a front .ank director and 
yroducer who know tne howman- 
} »’ Vaile of en | yi i Ine- 
what rio then h the cloak 
of ¢ eds E pro tio re- 
Hect € F ' i ordination 
rf yiLaye 1 i il *part- 

‘Vv us La rit 
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oa mppeal 
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Wil- | 
|lie Fung is a Chinese cook, always 


Warner Bros, release of Fit ial 
producthon Mentures the ‘Dead Mod kid 
Humphrey Bogart, Gale Page Directed by 

| |.ewis Sejler Btory, Crane Willus ene 
play by Wilbur and Vincent Sherman: 
; cammerd Arthur Todd; film editor Terns 
Morne musi Max Fieiner. Previeweu 
WR, Holly wood, May 2, "3s. Kunting 
fome, DO minutes 
| Frankie Warren Hilly Halop 
Squirt bobby Jordan 
ROGGE . cccccccscoscveceeeses Hluntz HMall 
el a LEEPER TEETER TETTiTTT T Leo Gorery 
be, OUP E RTT Tre to ober acs Bernard Punsley 
Bugs Jjabriel Delt 
Mayr ee HWumpQirey Bowart 
WG WOITOR.. cctccice ; fiale Pace 
Phin fieorge Offerman, Jr, 
CO é 64644050 6 00bR OS Weldon bleyburn 
Morsan oeteee . i Kendall 
Judge Clinton Charles Trowbridge 
Joe Delaney Milburn Stone 
tjuard Harry tording 
Old Deete wTrrTrr rT. Spencer Charters 
New Doote loomnld Briges 
(onium mer ‘ Kran Jaquet 
Mis burke a . Helen Machkellar 
M Burke ‘ . Al Bridg 
Mra. Hawkin a ‘ Sviil Plarris 
Nict Papadopolo ‘ Pieetsl Peer eas 
John Brower ! k Mower 
Junkie ran te 
(oi tiee Hlesun id thervan 
schwartz Jaiiies Bo Carson 
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Miniature Reviews 
‘There’s Always a Woman’ 
(Col). Fast and breezy com- 
edv against murder mystery 
background. 

‘Kentucky Moonshine’ (20th). 


Excellent comedy entertain- 
ment with songs, starring the 
Ritz Bros. 

‘Sinners in Paradise’ (LU). 
Madge Evans and John Boles 


in a South Sea island meller for 

the lower bracket duals. 
‘Vivacious Lady’ (RKO). Top- 

flight comedy featuring Ginger 


to7ers, James Stewart, James 
Ellison, Beulah Bondi and 
Charles Coburn 

‘Crime School’ (WB) Well 


acted story of life in ju 


institutions. 
‘Extortion’ | 


e penal 


or? Colleve 


background for a B whodunit. 
Weak dualer wih Scott Colton 
and Mary Russell 

‘Clipped Wings’ (Nat.). 
Third-rate air story, only for 
the minor duals 

‘Flight Into Nowhere’ (Col). 


Jack Holt starrer. Hybrid avia- 
tion-jungle theme should get by 
in duals. 
‘Law 
(RKO). 


the Underworld’ 
Lacking in punch, this 


of 











mobster anecdote is fair duals 
foader 
— 
romantic adventures and tribulations 


of a New York cabaret singer and 
a youthful college professor. It is a 
case of love at first sight, a speedy 
wooing and hasty marriage Then 
the young man takes his bride to the 
small town and introduces her to his 
family and associates. 
stern respectability resist the inva- 
sion. Manner in which approval of 
the marriage is won from the boy’s 
parents is amusingly accomplished. 
In their predicament of living 
apart until the conventional ameni- 
ties of proper introduction into 
ciety are observed, M's Rogers and 
Stewart undergo a series of con- 
nubial disappointments,  interrup- 
tions and interierences. Most fun in 
the film is derived trom this angle. 
Clever and fresh twists have been 
supplied in the screenscript by P. J 
Wolfson and Ernest Pagano. 
Performances throughout are 
above par. Miss Bondi is the under- 
standing mother-in-law and Charles 
Coburn is excellent as the father of 
the bridegroom. James Ellison, sans 
western makeup, and Frances 


SO- 


Mercer have supporting parts. 
‘Vivacious Lady’ is one of the best 
of this studio’s releases in many 
monihs, and theatres with courage to 
exninit it with enthusiasm wil! get 
handsome returns, Flin. 


CRIME SCHOOL 


Hollywood. May 3 
t Na 


When Sidney Kingsley finished 


with the ‘Dead End’ boys, only one 
of them was on his way to the state 
reformatory. The others stood on 
the waterfront waiting for the day 
when the gang leader would come 
out and tell them al! about it. The 
mt have to wait that long Crat 
Wilbur puts the whole crew in re- 
form school In ! mripgil il Cl ° 
play. ‘Crime & 0] which a 
tense, melodramat filrn na - 
ige of modern penology. It is rough 
ntertainn ent mmetim brutal 
ostly inter ng and e; , and 
ould do good bu Y rie gud: 
we Ir¢ ‘en touch 
The G j » Dp 
F 12 \ i! ) 
) r ‘ ( 
ird and gettin { ) thie 
i of it ) rn { ! 0 
lon’t like They are p ed around 
and ba treated I 0d is bad 
i th \ ynment ) Spe- 
cial te r ! ) 
TO! ) ne iJ ta 
ma I it and a t 
cape are andled ) p 
So t kid ’ 
I } it i , 
> i it ) 
Th Hi vivr Bova 
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trip. He fires the grafting warden, 


introduces humane methods of deal- | 


ing with the boys who, at the ftin- 


lish, save him from a political dou- 


| ble-cross. 


Boys are paroled for good 


| behavior and the reformatory, which 


| Was a 


crime school, is transformed 
into a constructive institution. 


Yarn is raw and not for timid 


j}eves, but it’s the kind of film which 


Prejudice and | 


completely justifies itself Lewis 
Seilers has done a first-class job of 
melodramatic direction. Wilbur and 
Vincent Sherman collaborated on 
the screen scr‘pt, which is fast and 
logical. 


Some individual performances 
stand out like a welt on a 15-year- 
old back. Billy Halop anc Leo Gor- 
cey are the toughest muggs in the 


the othe ‘Dead 
Huntz Hall, Ber- 
Gabriel Dell. give 
impersonation Bogart, who 
killer in the Goldwyn film 
if ‘Dead End,’ is on the side 
in ‘Crime School,’ 


bunch. They and 
enders,.” intlvding 
nard Punsley and 
real tic 
was the 
version 
f law and decency 


and turns in a convincing job. Wel- 
don Heyburn and Cy Kendall are 
good. Only femme part played by 


Gale Page, a lesser bit. 


‘Crime School’ is a virile, hard- 
hitting film Filia 
Columbia production and releuse eae 
tui eatt Colton, Marv Russell Directed 
bby toambert Tiilly ser ryla yy Karl 
Kelton camera, njamin Kline litur, 
Cene Havlick AL Strand Bikiyn dual, 
" * April 2), °38 Running time mins 
Lari Caniy lton 
I Visd Moat l i} 
Pro Tae | Vinun la 
Ir tor Cort in Arthu Lott 
Ila ht ‘ \l 
Craig) bBannin in ‘ \ ! 
fare Bilal 4 ! mn 
Coach Venu " J 1 Pdcorncel 
Soup 1" it (eor ’ roan yt 
Ro Jennings \ lou : 
Kong Li hioland Crot 
Jeiftrey Th ipsen Afbert Van ID cer 
Labs Ruth H iard 


Collegiate background for a B 
whodunit which fails to impress. 
Film wavers between mystery and 
farce and is never altogether suc- 
cessful at either, although the 
tery is better than the farce, 

There are a half dozen 
in the campus murder of an unpopu- 
lar proctor, which result in numer- 
ous complications. Investigation is 
aged by gumshoes in one of the 
lassrooms, that of the physics pro- 
sor, Thurston Hall, himself one of 
suspects His daughter, Mary 
Russell, Scott Colton, editor of the 
campus paper, and J. Farrell Mac- 
Donald are among the non-gullty 
hauled in to the classroom 
gation, each of whom is there 
cause of some known grudge 
avainst deceased. Turns out that the 
dead proctor, Albert Van Dekk 
had been blackmailing several on the 
campus, among them k C. Wil- 


mys- 


suspects 


( 
I 


ihe 


nvesti- 


be- 


Frank 


| 


yn, an honor student who has been 
filching exam papers before th 
deadline Editor of the campus rag 
finally solves the mystery, thus win- 


ning the girl and absolving the Prof 
her father 

Execution of the film is below pa! 
though Scott Colton, Mary Russell 
and most of the cast turn in average 
performances. Impression gained at 
one point is that while crime is be- 
ing committed, which is at night, one 


character is simultaneously in the 
middie of the next day. Lambert 
Hillver’s direction provides some 


| hustle bustle and there’s something 
doing every minute. Treatment is 


confusing in snots, however, tending 
to muddle rather than mystify the 
audience. 


CLIPPED WINGS 


\ jeune of Naelionul Piet 


tier Lloyd Hugh 
! I Keith, Wil Destine (ieorse Re 


and G- 

i ! background of 
Clipped Wings, a very shoddily- 
produced item Story is ordinary 
and the condition of the print is 
very bad. It is one of the most 
watery prints the market today. 
Represents exceedingly poor support 
as the No. 2 feature on minor duals 

Poor! t Yarn ¢ 


Arm\ 4 mon, intrigue 


ot 


written 
man who d 
World Was 


ars iate M 


mcerns a 
appears during the 
and h half-brothe 


10 training to be 
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Flight Into Nowhere 


Columma production and release Siure 
Jack Hoult; teatures Jacque! Wells, Dick 
turcell, Directed by Lewis DD. Collins, 

| screenplay by Jefferson Parker and Gordoca 
| Rigby from story by William Bloom and 
Clarence Jay Schneider: camera, Jam a 
Brown, At Globe, N. Y dual, week April 
ju, “3S Running time, 63 mins. 
SIM TROFRC. coca ‘s ‘ jack ti 
Joan Hammond...........Jacquell 4 
Bill Kellogg.....+. arenes Dick | il 
ike Matthews......c.c. ! as u 4 
FS EVER ere eee siren Sorvell 
! na... rrrT ritz 1 To 
Howard Hammar nee foward # nen 
Ly Huller, .. Rober Miske 
Vincen tie nt sarcno 
Fair action meller, which should 


do all right in the duals on what fol- 
lowing Jack Holt has. 


Atter a very brisk start, the story 
falters about midway, getting too 
near the swamps of contusion. First 
halt of the tilm centers around com- 
mercial aviation and packs the be- 
ginning of a suspensetul story, fast, 
interesting action and much fine 


camera work. Then the locale settles 
down in the jungles of South Amer- 
ica and the story gets out of hand, 
By the time the windup come a 
denl of the interest has fled 

Jack Holt plays a pilot boss of an 
American airline, which plans to run 
1 service down through the western 
coast of South America Hi; senior 
pilot (Dick Purcell) is a carefree, 


‘soistic flyer given to disobeying 
orders. Holt believes in him and 
keeps him with the firm because he 


knows the boy is secre‘ly wed to the 
niece 


' ’ 
O88 


Afier several rulces-infraction epi- 
odes, Holt decides to punish the boy 
by not sending him on an explora- 

yn flight across S. A Boy red, 
Steals the plane ar.d tries to make a 
‘randstand stunt of it He is forced 
down through fuel shortage in a jun- 
ole 

Everyone gives the flyer up for 
lost, but Holt organizes an expedi- 
tion to penetrate the interior of the 
country. After brushes with hostile 


tribesmen and suffering, the expedi- 
tion finds the flyer. He has fallen in 
with friendly Indians, painted to be 
the last descendants of the Peruvian 


Incas. There he has married a na- 
tive and given himself up to drink. 

Why Holt decides to bring him 
back to civilization and why the fly- 
er never gets back could have fure- 
nished more climactic punch than 
thev did. 

Siar turns in his standard per- 
formance of the tough. straight-for- 
ward. able he-man Purcell, as the 
weakling pilot, gets away to a good 
tart, but doesn’t act out the final 


cenes very impressively. Jacqueline 


Wells. as the girl, has little to do but 
hand-wringing scenes with Holt 
James Burke occasionally gets a 
laugh in a comedy role of. pilot- 
stoove for the star. Ixaren Sorrell ts 
innealing as the native girl. and the 
Shakespearean actor, Fritz Let- 
he) excellent as the chief of the 
Indian tribe. 
Direction did what it could for the 
tor) Camera aces all the was 
Bert. 
("re ent release of EK. BKB. Der production 
stut Dom Keene leirected by ] ‘a 
shores Story and screenplay, Joho te 
Nevill camera, Arthur Martinelli; nied, 
J ba! Westmoreland; editor Donald Hare 
it \ Liberty, Lancoln, dual. Running 
tine 1) reeitem. 
‘ roll Tom heeve 
Pee 1448008 608 Kita Can-ine 
' ANID crevccececcceses Duncan KMenuvlde 
FUUITIR soceceens PYTTTCrTint William Kogsle 
Pullen sc cccoscvecccvescceses Gino Cut lo 
Halsing ..rccecsecsecceecis -Roger ¢ iy 
Tastor . TTT TT rrr Trier tobert MoWwonsvie 
With. TrrrvrTr r,t Allen (Cavin 
Hislde THT TETTTiTy geoee Jack Co I 
Lolita Litu Con o 


Setting is the California period 
right after the signing of the ticaty 
with the U. S. which guaranteed the 
rights of Mexican citizen in the state, 


and ‘Rebellion’ goes into the mattet 
of outcropping brigandage ch 
arose immediately while ‘’ashingion 

iS Napping 

President ends Tom Keene, his 
pe! onal aide and a cavalry {] H 
into the disputed territo trying to 
find what's going on Mission t 
the request of Rita Cansino a 
Spanish looker, who had lost her 
father to the murdering land jJump- 
ers. Keene finds the matter one of 


business and pjcasure 
Film has enough of the tried and 


true western ingredients to get it by 
in the overall trade. and it just 
Barn 


long enough not to tire 


Law of the 


Underworld 


of Hot 
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A new-slant love- 

story made to or- 

der for red-headed 

Ginger’s blue fire 

and wishful Jimmie’s 

winning charm..A 
revelation in rich ro- 

mance and heart-lined 
laughs ...Pricelessly 
produced with a sparkfle, 

a verve, a magnetism sel- 

dom caught on the screen 

--- therefore endowed with 

a box-office pull bound to 
carry it to financial success 
far beyond your rosiest pre- 
release expectations.. A pic- 
ture for preferred time and 
EXTRA TIME! 















SMGER ROGERS 
INES STNAR 


[*\ VIVACIOUS LADY 
Pa: JAMES ELLISON: BEULAH BONDI-CHARLES COBURK 


: f 
PSone, VANDRO S BERMAN IN CHARGE OF PRODUCTION 
in, is A GEORGE STEVENS PRODUCTION 
SCREEM PLAY BY P. J. WOLFSON AND ERNEST PAGANE 
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FILM BOOKING CHART | 


‘(For information of theatre 
covtimnalad toe the see Be png 1 bookers, VARIETY presents a complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing 
yp . Date of the reviews as given in Variety and the running time of prints are included.) . 
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WEEK whee eae -—— a nner = 
OF TITLE 
RELEASE PRODUCER DISTRIB. TYPE TALENT DIRECTOR TIME REVIEWED 
2/11/38 LITTLE MISS ROUGHNECK 'W. MacDonald —_— ee ae 
CATTLE RAIDERS H | tt Col Com-Rom E. Fellows-L. Carrillo Aubrey Scotto 64 3/9 
OF HUMAN HEARTS Rcat a’ or Col Western C. Starrett-D. Grayson Sam Nelso 5 
J. Considine, Jr MG : 1 Nelson 61 5/4 
MY OLD KENTUCKY HOME . & eee GM rama W. Huston-B. Bondi ‘larence Brown 100 2/9 
SCANDAL STREET "Par Mono Com-Dr E. Venable-G. Richards L. Hillyer 72 2/y 
an CHECKERS John iii Far Comedy L. Ayers-L. Campbell James Hogan 63 2 9 
ADVENTURES OF TOM SAWYER D. O. Selznick 20th Rom-Com J. Withers-S. Erwin-U. Merkel — {.3.Humberstone 719 12/8 
FORBIDDEN VALLEY H “we “ene 7 U A Com-D1 T. Kellv-M. Robson Norman Taurog 93 9 16 
KID COMES BACK Srcan acrae U Outdoor N. Beery, Jr.-R. Barrat W. Gittens 68 4/30 
- eleiateesianhaamaiiaiatbi __ DAREDEVIL DRIVERS a Bos Seed ba Drama W. Morris-J. Travis B. R. Eason 61 12/29 
2/18/38 WIDE OPEN FACES David re ee Action ____—D.« Purcell-B, Roberts B. R. Eason 60 3/2 , 
THE GIRL WAS YOUNG ae ele on canes Joe E. Brown-J. Wyman Kurt Newman — ite 
A YANK AT OXFORD Michael 7 GB C ym-Dr N. Pilbeam-D. DeMarney Alf Hitchcock Ri 12/8 
PAINTED TRAIL R retin an mn MGM Comedy R. Taylor-L. Barrymore Jack Conway 100 2/2 
BIG BROADCAST °38 . — t Mono Western Tom Keene Robert Hill 50 2/2 
BRINGING UP BABY Cliff R — Par Musical W. C. Fields-Raye-Lamour Mitch Leisen 88 2/9 
BARONESS AND BUTLER R os Grifath RKO Rom-Com K. Hepburn-C, Grant Howard Hawks 102 9 18 
_ CG OLD IS WHERE YOU FIND IT Sam Bischoff WE sare ed Annabella-Wm. Powell Walter Lang 15 2/18 
2/25/38 WHO KILLED GAIL PRESTON? — o.oo Outdoor __G. Brew’-C. Baine-J. ie | M. Curtiz 99 2/16 
ARSENE LUPIN RETURNS J shn W. Con id . .. ol My stery W. Cahoon-D. Terry Leon Barsha _ 60 39. 
PORT OF MISSING GIRLS a Bird sceeoaamaae IGM Meller M. Douglas-W. William G. Fitzmaurice > 2/9 
CASE Lon Young M ; aeuiatniy 82 2/23 
CASSIDY OF BAR 20 seocae aaa ono Drama J. Allen-M. Stone Karl Brown 60 4/6 
NIGHT SPOT " A - a Par Weste1 n W. Boyd-N. Lane Les Selander 60 3/30 
HOLLYWOOD STADIUM MYSTERY A. Schaefer ‘hep ae hay Parkyakarkus-A, Lane Christy Cabanne 60 3/30 

LOVE ON A BUDGET Max Golden pes Meller N. Hamilton-E. Venable David Howard 66 3/2 

STORM IN A TEACUP A. pene sy Cc ym “dy J. Prouty-S. Byington Rert Lenny 60 1/12 
i : ___PENROD AND TWIN BROTHER Server Sed om CG ymeay Vv. Leigh-R. Harrison Victor Saville 88 9/9 
3/4/38 ROLLING CARAVANS ...”~~” = eens ——— ee ____Maunch Twins ne Wm. McGann 62 1/12 

START CHEERING ins Tete Col Western J. Luden-E, Stewart Jos. Levering =, a 
TO THE VICTOR M in a ol Musical Ww. onnolly-Durante-J. Perry A. S. Rogell 78 2/9 
MERRILY WE LIVE ' Hal ANewigerty satne R ym -Dr Ww. Fyffe-J. Loder-M. Lockwood 2obt. Stevenson 78 2/2 
ROMANCE IN DARK Harlan Thomp on "he — aay C. Bennett-B. Burke-P. Kelly N. Z. McLeot 96 3/2 
MAID’S NIGHT OUT ” Siebert Sisk RKO Musical G. Swarthout-J. Boles H. C. Potter 711 2/18 
PRISON NURSE oe ae “ tom-Dr A, Lane-J. Fontaine B Holmes 60 } 
SALLY, IRENE AND MARY phe rs: oi oe Meller H. Wilecoxon-M. Marsh James Cruze 67 3/9 : 

MAD ABOUT MUSIC + Ceuta u Musical A. Faye-F. Allen-J. Lang Wm. Seiter 86 3/2 ; 
oan SLIGHT CASE OF MURDER Sam Bischoff WB pp D. Durbin-H. Marshall Norman Taurog 98 3/2 
3/11/38 MAKING THE HEADLINES apres ccm: samme — eee e tobinson-J. Bryan Lloyd Bacon 85 2/9 ' 

THE FIRST HUNDRED YEARS a,” ae i tom-Dr J. Holt-B. Roberts Lewis D. Collins 66 ss ‘ 
ROSE OF RIO GRANDE 9 tg ey —— Com-Dr R. Montgomery-V. Bruce Dick Thorpe — 15 3/18 : 
DANGEROUS TO KNOW ee a zone nom-De a Net nar Carroll Wm. Nigh 60 f 

HAWAII CALLS i a a eller i. Patrick-A. M. Wong Robert Florey 68 3/16 ‘ 
CALL THE MESQUITEERS wm were = rt ciao B. Breen-I. S. Cobb Edward Cline 12 3/2 “ 

WALKING DOWN BROADWAY Sol Wurtzel sooth a stern ; 3 Mesquiteers John English 55 3/2 

CRIME OF DR. HALLET ii tathene v a C. Trevor-P. Brooks N. Foster 75 2/2 
: : LOVE, HONOR AND BEHAVE ¥ ou Béalmen WB Co ; gtd R. Bellamy-B. Read Sylvan Simon 65 3/+6 
3 18 38 SAILING ALONG | : ~ GB ee Omer SS W. Morris-P. Lane ae Stanley Logan 68 2/16 ; 

GIRL OF GOLDEN WEST Wm. A “MeGuire ole eter J. Matthews-J. Whiting Sonnie Hale 94 ma ieee " 
BULLDOG DRUMMOND’S PERIL : ince ‘ - M usical J. MacDonald-N. Eddy R. Z. Leonard 120 3/16 i 
: KING OF NEWSBOYS V. Morehouse Re R, wi J. Barrymore-L. Campbell Jas. Hogan 66 3/23 fb 
REBECCA OF SUNNYBROOK FARM Ray Griffith Hav Doce” r L. Ayres-H. Mack V. Morehouse 68 3/30 : 
THE GAIETY GIRLS A. Korda UA M ig na S. Temple-R. Scott Norman Foster 80 3/9 Ht 
ADVENTURES OF MARCO POLO Sam Goldwvn UA ae, : J. Hulbert-P. Ellis T. Freeland "2 3/9 : 
NIGHT CLUB HOSTESS W. Mycrect 4. a. be a ay ~ ge Norman Taurog 100 2/16 
STATE POLICE ren, te rend . OZErIS-J. ilyde Graham Cutts 
a - HE COULDN’T SAY NO Fea de a — - . os Moore John Rawlins 61 4/20 
3/25/38 ONE WOLF UN PARA 7 are niore 5 Col = ee re I cHugh-J. Wyman _ Lew Seiler 57 4/6 ‘ 
HE LOVED AN ACTRESS Wm. Rowland GN Musical oe Soe Al S| Rozell > ie 
JUDGE HARDY’S CHILDREN MGM MGM Cone ee ae Geol ae 
ARSON GANGBUSTERS Herman Schlom Ret —  tumhines. Fe panty — 4/6 
MR. MOTO TAKES CHANCE Sol Wurtzel 20th Biystery lane. noe a 
‘ZEBEL send yste » Lorre-R. Hudson ‘Os 
sisiselccamnaiial ; - a = denrv Blanke wB Drama B. Davis-H. Fonda-G. Brent mee ed = 
4/1/38 WHEN G-MEN STEP IN W. MacDonald : — ——"*- 7 aie ss m. Wvier 100 3/16 
FLOATING CITY Gade taeanae pe oe D. Terry-R. Paige-J. Wells Cc. C. Colemen,Jr. 60 ®&=»}53=©6 33/18 ' 
LAND OF FIGHTING MEN Maurice Conn Mono Western 1. ‘Randall... Stanle a ee 
TIP-OFF GIRLS Pat tle " all-L. Stanley Alan James } 
CONDEY NED WOMEN eataet iste Rs ¥m — c L. Nolan-M. Carlisle-R. Karns Louis King 60 3/23 S 
OUTLAWS OF SONORA = " rama S. Eilers-L. Hayward Lew landers rw | 3 9 k 
JOSETTE Wm, Berke Rep Western 3 Mesquiteers-J. Joyce Gen Sherman 58 ‘ 17 
sus. avin te Ge One Gene Markey 20th Musical 8. Simon-D. Ameche-B. Lahr Allan Dwan —_ 
a GOODBYE, RRCADWAY by P be re . Meller G. Stuart-M. Whalen Herbert Leeds 62 3/16 f 
acectint ee .d Grainger Com-Rom_ ©. Winninger-A. Bradv-T. Brown Rav McCar ; i i 
4 3/38 FEMALE FUGITIVE FE. B. Derr Mono Meller —“E: Vouabie-c, nee . ae Z 
THIS MARRIAGE BUSINESS Cliff Reid RKO frratn . Venable-C, Reynolds Wim. Nigh 60 4/13 ; 
CAPITAL PUNISHMENT Soha M. Aue Rep Fc Dr a tee —— Christy Cabanne 70 , 
~~ . 2 ° ~i. re : 
aachi nas Liwine Pg sper —_ Western S. Ballew-E. Knapp ooo ht ora 60 4/4 ' 
WOMEN ARE LIKE THAT Rant. Lard we fone N. Grey-R. Wilcox-J. Save ¥F. MacDonald 
4/15/38 FLIGHY INTO NOWHERE Col Col aaa _ _K. Franeie-¥. O'Rrice Stanlev Lovan 78 4/13 i 
THE SHOW GOES ON st Wiles pan Bag A ‘ J. Holt-J. Wells Louis D. Collins 62 5/4 : 
ZAMBOANGA Sais ele GN ree a . a — mm. Wilcox : Y 
TEST PILOT Louis Light : as ait & Harris 65 4/27 
HER JUNGLE LOVE Gee. Arthur. oy Rom-Dr ey ge Bg oe aa 4/20 
JOY OF LIVING Felix Young RKO Comedy 1 . samour-R. Milland G. Archainbaud 81 3/23 ; 
UNDER WESTERN STARS Sol C. Siegel Rep Western . Ng od gg na Tay Garnett 9e 3/23 ’ 
iN OLD CHICAGO < MaclUiow: et : -S. Burnette Joe Kane 65 2 
DIVORCE OF LADY X “Alen Mares. vA Rom-D oe Henry King 110 vs 
NURSE FROM BROOKLYN ie tacxaeane 4 a M. Oberon-L. Olivier Tim Wielan 98 1/19 
a ee a FOOLS FOR SCANDAL Mervyn LeRoy WB Remon Cc Fine an raed — Sylvan Simon 67 4/13 
4/22/38 THERE’S ALWAYS A WOMAN | Wm. Perlberg _ “Cc _—C. ~ Lombard-F, Gravet— Mervyn LeRoy 8 3/30 

INTERNATIONAL CRIME m inp bp aden! I ae Ps og J. Blondell-M. Douglas Alex Hall 22 — 

HEART OF ARIZONA eal + opment Par R erssgm R. LaRoque-A. Allwyna (. Lamont 65 ) 

GO CHASE YOURSELF Bob Si nc a is Eaee-e. Saves Les Selander 65 

THE FEUD MAKER A wy ee , RKO Comedy J. Penner-L. Ball Edw. C 70 420 
4 wh Wie 4 aC} lf actarn vo ‘ a . ne ) 
LADY IN THE MORGUE Irving Starr vw oe 7. en, eee Sam Newfeld 
ACCIDENTS WILL HAPPEN Bryan Foy WB pc a oe hee Otis Garret 
BATTLE OF BROADWAY Sol Wurtzel 20th Comedy. . ite ee tae Fag Pace 60 4/27 
4/29/38 pa aL. HLL. Decker Cool Western | c ee 1 Moreaiii : All a _— a <(eT 
HIRWIND HORSEMAN oA. Alexander GN West ae —. ut-T, i Allen James 
tRWI a ‘ xanc ste K. Maynard-J. Barclay Chas. Lamont 
pit gt ony proving Conn ae Western J. Randall-L. Stanley Sam Newfield 
4u6r, Dé z zewis Gensier g VInicical ave- 
ROMANCE ON THE RUN seed ee vel Rep — M. Cores Oe eee Raoul Wal: h 82 4/27 
FOUR MEN AND A PRAYER K. MacGowan 20th Rom-Dr I sae R Gh is . Gus ° ns ¥ 
RETURN OF SCARLET PIMPERNEL Alex. Korda UA eae S meee Se. " John Ford 85 4/27 
BELOVED BRAT Bryan Foy WB Com-Dr S. Graavi er ia Hans Schwarts 86 11/3 
= dl o - a b — e Granville-D. Costello Arthur Lubin 
5/6/38 THE MAIN EVENT Zalph Cohn Col itstane i telasi tae alee la ut = 
THREE COMRADES J. Manckiewicz MGM Drama R. Taylor-M yD home 1 Danny Dare 
cam page on RHYTHM Emanuel Cohen Par Musical B. ‘Crosby-M Carlisie on Ft he han 
¥ F . UNDE Sisk elle a” ee rank Tuttle 27 
JONES FAMILY IN PARIS. sien Cabaen 20th Comes , S. hem mot wad Lew Landers 38 ; 

SINNERS IN PARADISE Ken Goldsmith U Drama ‘thei gy ig tn 
£5 Fn _ TORCHY BLANE IN PANAMA Bryan Foy WB Com-Meller L. Lane-P. Kelly. neg vine 65 5/4 : 
5/13/38 LAW OF THE PLAINS h Col Col Western C. Starrett-J. Meredi ha ~.5 : 

HOLD THAT KISS J. Considine, Jr. MGM Comedy D. O'Keefe-M. Ondlives se : 
ES aka GaT Maur p > Conn — he stern T. McCoy-S. Karren Sam f “ ‘ Wd ; 
STOLE? Dd > ar ar tom-Dr G. Raymoi d-O. Brad ' 
VIVACIOUS LADY PS. Berman RKO tom-De . Res Th aceneir Andrew Stone 88 +/27 
GANGS OF NEW YORK "A, Schacter Rep "Mell : ( pA net oo Geo. Steve 90 5/4 
KENTUCKY MOONSHINE K. MacGowan 20th Musical "Ri ape Mg 2 em Jas. Cruze 
a : “hd . EUS ity Bros.-T. Martin Davi utile 

erate “ene Trem Carr U Action B. Wallace-B. Blake ioke Maatios ai wits 

ADVENTURES OF ROBIN HOOD Henry Blank WB Hist-Ro FE. Flynn-O, de Havilland gg Soe eb adlbbi 104 4/97 

“wr Tt a * ees +c M Cu 
SWISS MISS toack MG comet : : 
5/20/38 a, ik , Hal Roach my Cor edy S 5. Laurel-O. Hardy ss John G. Bly tone — 
>LIN ALIB Clif e . 1 > aoe . aa ae ay-th. iiltar AL San 
mIRASCALS John Stone 20th Musics J. Withers-R. Huds ee Tat 
MYSTERY HOUSE Brvan Foy WB Drama ee aa poi 77 
5/27 38 HOLIDAY Everett Riskin Col Rom-D K ‘ = = L. — eiiohaiion 
YELLOW JACK tack Cummings MGM ‘ ' . Hepburn-C. Grant Coen. €" ' <= 
LLON ACK , c 1m ing MG! Dram RK. Montgomery-V. Bruce 
HUNTED MEN . Harold Hurley Par Mell .. Nolan-M. Carli mo 
FIGHTING DEVIL DOGS Sobt. Beche Rep tae - Notan-M. Carlisie I 
KIDNAPPED K MacGowan °Oth - ving ~ - _ a so pe W Ww 
CRIME SCHOOL ‘ Oy ’ - hah - Baxter-F. Bartholomew 1I WwW 
Bryan Fo; WB Drama H. Bogart-Gale Page [ > 90 2/4 ’ 
; 
; 
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VARIETY 





Advance Production Chart 





Hollywood, May 3. 


Of the features in work, four are being readied for 1938-39 schedules, 


Studios currently have 32 pictures facing the cameras as of April 27, four | Paramount having three and Walt Disney preparing one feature-length car- 


more than two weeks ago, with still 123 pictures needed to complete com- | toon. 


mitments, totaling 983. 


Pictures in the cutting rooms total 61, with 371 having been pre- 


| viewed as completed. 





Columbia 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
fg ree ee 40 25 3 4 9 2 
WHOSEGTES 5. cccesse 22 il 0 3 7 4 
David Loew....... 2 | s] & 1 1 
WOE avis Renee 64 37 3 7 17 7 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘LAW OF THE PLAINS,’ formerly titled HIDDEN TRAILS,’ produced 
by Harry L. Decker; directed by Sam Nelson; screen play by Maurice 
Geraghty. Cast: Charles Starrett, Iris Meredith, Art Mix, Bob Nolan, 
Ed Le Saint, Jack Rockwell, George Chesebro, Dick Curtis, Ed Cobb. 


‘THE SECRET OF TREASURE ISLAND’ (serial), produced by Lou 
Weiss; directed by Elmer Clifton; no writing credits as yet. Cast: Don 
Terry, Gwen Gaze, Grant Withers, Hobart Bosworth, William Farnum, 


Walter Miller, Charles Rosener, Stanley Blystone, P. J. Kelly, Colin Camp- 
bell, Warner Richmond. 

‘CRIME TAKES A HOLIDAY,’ produced by Larry Darmour: directed 
by Lewis D. Collins; screen play by Henry Altimus, Jefferson Parker and 
Charles Logue; original story by Henry Altimus; photographed by James 
S. Brown, Jr. Cast: Jack Holt, Marcia Ralston, Russell Hopton, Douglas 
Dumbrille, Wiliam Pawley, Arthur Hohl, Thomas Jackson, Paul Fix, 
Harry Woods,.John Wray, George Anderson. 

‘WEST OF CHEYENNE,’ formerly titled ‘SWINGTIME IN THE SAD- 
DLE,’ produced by Harry L. Decker for the Irving Briskin unit; directed 
by Sam Nelson; original screen play by Ed Earl Repp; photographed by 
Benjamin Kline. Cast: Charles Starrett, Iris Meredith, Bob Nolan, Dick 


Curtis, Pat Brady, Ed Le Saint, Edmund Cobb, Art Mix, Ernie Adams, | 


John Tyrrell, Jack Rockwell, George Chesebro, The Sons of the Pioneers. 

‘HIGHWAY PATROL,’ formerly titled ‘STATE PATROL,’ produced by 
Wallace MacDonald for the Irving Briskin unit; directed by C. C. Coleman, 
Jv.; screen play by Robert Kent and Stuart Anthony; story by Lambert 
Hillyer; photographed by Lucien Ballard, Cast: Robert Paige, Jacqueline 


| 
| 
| 


|ert Young, H. B. Warner, Clarence Muse 


man, Guy Kibbee, Charles Grapewin, Esther Muir, Priscilla Lawson, Har- 
vey Clark, Herta Lind, Dorothy Vernon, Naomi Childers, Monty Wooley, 
William Haade, Norman Willis, Freddie Graham, Gordon Cravath, Mar- 
jorie Main, Claire MacDowell. 

‘THE TOY WIFE,’ tormerly titled ‘MLLE, FROUFROU,’ produced by 
Merian C. Cooper; directed by Richard Thorpe; screen play by Zoe Atkins 
from adaptation of a French drama by Henri Meilhoe and Ludovic Helevy; 
nhotogravhed by Oliver Marsh. Cast: Luise Rainer, Melvyn Douglas, Rob- 
Libby Taylor. Barbara O'Neill, 
Lillian Yarbo, Alma Kruger, Walter Kingsford, Leonard Penn, Margaret 
Irving, Clinton Rosemond, Esther Muir, Lew Payton, Alan Pearl, Mme. 
Sul-ten-wan,. Myrtle Anderson, Gertrude Saunders, Cora Lang, [rene Allen, 


| Violet McDonnell, Willa Pearl Curtis, Cornelius Bullard, Ted Collins, Jes- 


| sie Clark, 


| Sargent, 


Wells, Robert Middlemass, Arthur Loft, Al Bridges, Eddie Foster, Ann | 


Doran, George McKay, Eddie Laughton. 

‘HOLIDAY,’ produced by Everett Riskin; directed by George Cukor; 
screen play by Sidney Buchman and Donald Ogden Stewart from stage 
play by Philip Barry; photographed by Franz Planer. Cast: 
Hepburn, Cary Grant, Doris Nolan, Lew Ayres, Henry Kohler, Ann Doran, 
Mabel Colcord, Thomas Braidon, George Pauncefort, Maude Hume, Horace 
Murphy, Aileen Carlyle, Hilda Plowright, Bennie Burt. 

‘VALLEY OF VIOLENCE,’ produced by Larry Larmour; directed by 
Joseph Levering; original screen play by Nate Gatzert; photographed by 
James S. Brown, Jr. Cast: Jack Luden, Joan Barclay, 
‘Tulfy’ (canine), Slim Whittaker, Marin Sais, Hal Taliaferro, Leon Beau- 
mon 

Columbia Pix Now in Production 


‘CITY SHADOWS,’ formerly titled ‘NO GREATER LOVE,’ produced by 


Ed Allen, George Reed, Albert Morin, Robert Spindoa, Edwin 
Van Sloan. Hal LeSeuer. Tom Rutherford, Douglas McPhail, George Doug- 
las. Natalie Carson. D’Arcy Corrigan, Jack Gardner, Eric Alexander, Jean 
Barry, Edith Craig, Rafaelo Oitiano 

‘YELLOW JACK,’ 


produced by Jack Cummings; directed by George 


Seitz; scr-en play by Edward Chodorov; photographed by Lester White. 
Cast: Robert Montgomery, Virginia Bruce, Alan Curtis, Lewis Stone, 
Henry Hull, Buddy Ebsen, Sam Levene. Andy Devine, William Henry, 


Janet Beecher. Philip Terry. Stanley Ridges, C. Henry Gordon, Charles 
Coburn, Douglas McPhail, Henry O'Neill, Ben Taggart, Frank O'Connor, 
Harry Strang. 

‘HOLD THAT KISS,’ produced by John W. Considine, Jr.; directed by 
Edwin L. Marin; original screen play by Stanley Rauh; photographed by 


George Folsey. Cast: Dennie O’Keefe, Maureen O'Sullivan, Mickey 
Rooney, Fay Holden, Frank Albertson, Charles Judels, George Barbier, 


Jack Norton, Jessie Ralph, Ruth Hussey, Phil Terry, Ben Taggart, Betty 
Ross Clary. Ray Turner; Eric Wilton, Leonard Carey, Betty Blythe, Brent 
Edward Brophy, Morgan Wallace, Joe E. Marks, Evelyn Beres- 
ford, Tom Rutherford, Forbes Murray, David Horsley 
Metro Pictures Now in Production 
‘MARIE ANTOINETTE,’ produced by Hunt Stromberg; directed by W. 
S. Van Dyke: screen play by Claudine West, Ernest Vajda, Donald Ogden 
Stewart, based in part on book by Stefan Zweig; contributor to dialog, 
Talbot Jennings; photographed by William Daniels. Cast: Norma Shearer, 
Tyrone Power, Robert Morley, Anita Louise, Gladys George, Melvyn Doug- 
las, Joseph Calleia, Cora Witherspoon, Shepherd Strudwicke, Barnett 
Parker. Tom Rutherford, Reginald Gardiner, Henry Stephenson, Ruth 
Hussey, Olaf Hytten, Ramsey Hills, Jack George, Erville Anderson, Duke 
Lee, Greta Granstedt, Ann Evers, Ocean Claypool, Claire Owen, Vernon 
Downing, Phillip Terry, Frank Elliott. Tom Rutherford, Mimi Olvera, 


| Frances Millen, Dorothy Christy, Guy Bates Post, Corbet Morris, Charles 


Katharine | 


Dick Botillier, | 


Wallace MacDonald for tne Irving Briskin unit; directed by Al Rogell; | : . 
| Cast: Margaret Sullavan, James Stewart, Walter Pidgeon, Jack Hutchinson, 


screen play by Fred Niblo, Jr., and Lou Breslow; story by I. Bernstein; 

photographed by Alan Seigler. Cast: Leo Carrillo, Edith Fellows, Frank 

Sheridan, Helen Jerome Eddy, Tommy Bond, Mary Gordon, Arthur Loft, 

“awe King, Grace Goodall, George Humbert, Margaret Fielding, Minerva 
recal. 

‘ORPHANS OF THE LAW,’ produced by Larry Darmour: directed by 
Lewis D. Collins; original story and screen play by Gordon Rigby; photo- 
graphed by James S. Brown, Jr. Cast: Jack Holt. Charlotte Wynters, 
Frankie Darro, Bobby Jordon, Tommy Bupp, Sheila Bromley, Ward Bond, 
Grant Mitchell, Joe Caits, Kent Rogers, Donald Haines, Robert Emmet 
Keane. Vernon Dent, Greta Granstedt, Guy Usher, Hal Bridge, John Wray. 

‘YOU CAN’T TAKE IT WITH YOU,’ produced and directed by Frank 
Capra: no writing credits as yet released. Cast: Jean Arthur, James Stew- 
act, Lionel Barrymore, Edward Arnold. Mischa Auer, Spring Byington, 
Aun Miller. Dub Taylor, Clarence H. Wilson, Mary Forbes, Donald Meek, 
Samuel S. Hinds, Halliwell Hobbes, Eddie Anderson, Lillian Yarbo. 


Grand National 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories In 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
WORMS: 656.06404% 43 14 ” 1 28 3 
WOSCOTMS oss cecee 22 4 0 3 15 2 
Total (ehauwaws 65 18 0 4 43 7 


Pictures now in cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘KING OF THE SIERRAS,’ Condor picture featuring three horses, Rex, 
Sheik and Thunder; Frank Gayass, associate producer; directed by Arthur 
Rosson; original screen play by Scott Dariing: photographed by Tom Gal- 
ligan. Cast: Frank Campeau, Wally Albright, Morgan Brown, Edward 
Peil, Billy Van Every. 

‘WHIRLWIND HORSEMAN,’ formerly titled ‘WHIRLWIND COWBOY,’ 
produced by Max Alexander; directed by Bob Hill; original screen play by 
George Plympton: photographed by Walter Hiers. Cast: 
pe Barclay, Billy Griffith, Joe Girard, Bob Frazier, Bub Osborne, Wally 

est. 

‘SIX-SHOOTING SHERIFF,’ formerly titled ‘TRAILS WEST,’ produced 
by Max Alexander; directed by Harry Fraser; original screen play by 
Harry Fraser; photographed by Walter Hiers. 
Sn md Glenn Strange, Dick Kramer, Ed Piel, Warner Richmond, Earl 

wire, 

‘RENFREW RIDES NORTH,’ by Criterion Pictures: 


being vroduced 


Irwin, Harry Davenport, Hall Cook, Edward Keane, Henry Daniell, Harry 
Semels, Henry Allen, Helene Millard, Dario Piazzo, Eulalie Jay, George 
Smith, Frank Swales, Broderick Farrell, Mae Busch, Walter Walker, Art 
Dupris, Joan Mitchell, John Barrymore, Joseph Schildkraut, Albert Van 


Dekker, Anthony Warde, Lyons Wickland, George Houston, ‘Slats’ Wyrick, | 


E. Mason Hopper, Mary Howard, Brent Sargent, Charles Waldron, Peter 
Bull, Esther Howard, Alma Krueger, George Meeker, Leonard Penn, Victor 
Kilian, John Burton, William Crowell, John Merton, Moroni Olsen, Edward 
Keane, Guy D’Emery, Frank McGlynn, Jr., Inez Palange, Theodore Von 
Eltz, Carl Stockdale, Herbert Rawlinson, Ivan Simpson, Jack Smart. 
‘SHOPWORN ANGEL,’ produced by Joseph Mankiewicz; directed by 
H. C. Potter; screen play by Waldo Salt; photographed by Joe Ruttenberg. 


Roger Moore, King Baggott. Jimmy Butler, Joe La Cava, Bill Baily, Art 
Howard, H. Allen, Priscilla Lawson, Hudson Shotwell, Harry Tyler, George 
Chandler, Jack Hutchinson, Bill Fisher, Frances Stevens, Oscar Feyleur, 


| Dick Paxton, Harry Adams, Eugene Taylor, Hattie McDaniel, Jack Phipps, 
| Harry Warren, Frank McGlynn, Jr., Dorothy Koster, Sam Levene, Charley 


Grapewin, Ambrose Schindler, James Flavin, Edna Mae Jones, Edward 
Keane, Nat Pendleton, Julie Gibson, Robert Davis, Willard Sheldon, Iris 
Lee, Lee Ford, George Ovey, Arthur Mullette, Walter Taylor, George Lee, 
Jack Woodside, Art Howard, Ray Crane, Jack Sterling, Ross Murray. 
‘LORD JEFF,’ produced by Frank Davis; directed by Sam Wood; screen 
play by Val Burton and Bradford Ropes; photographed by John Seitz. 
Cast: Freddie Bartholomew, Mickey Rooney, Herbert Mundin, William 


Austin, Vernon Downing, Emma Dunn, Keith Kenneth, John Burton, Gale 


Sondergaard, Walter Tetley, Terry Kilbourne, Peter Lawford, Charles 
Coburn, Walter Kingsford, Matthew Boulton, Reggie Streeter, Merwin 


Lucas, Billy McGuire, Harry Duff, John O’Day, Richard Lucas, Peter and 


| Fred Ellis, Doris Lloyd, Evan Thomas. 


‘GIVE AND TAKE,’ produced by Sam Zimbalist: directed by Richard 
Thorpe; screen play by George Bruce, Harry Ruskin and George Oppen- 


| heimer; original story by George Bruce; photographed by Oliver Marsh. 


j 
' 


Ken Maynard, | 


Cast: Ken Maynard, Ruth | 


associate producer, Philip N. Kranse; directed by Al Herman; no writer | 


credits as vet released; photographed by [ra Morgan. 
Terry Walker. Silver King (canine), Charles Kinz, Robert Frazer, 
Alexander, Walter McGrail, Juan Duval, Roger Williams, Richard Tucker, 
Robert Terry, Carl Mathews, Bruce Warren. 


Metro 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 

of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before’ Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Features ......... 48 22 3 4 12 19 
Hal Roach........ a 1 t) 1 2 4 
Total ci ‘ 52 23% 3 3 14 14 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are 

‘SWISS MISS’ (Hal Roach), produced by S. S. Van Kauren: directed by 
John G. Blvstone: original by Jean Neguleseo and Charles Rogers: screen 
play by Felix Adler, James G. Parrott and Charley Melson 
by Norbert Brodine and Art Lloyd Cast: Stan Laurel, 
Dalla Lind, Walter Woolf King, Adia Kuznetzoff, Charles 
Meyer 

‘THREE COMRADES,’ produced Sy Herman J. Mankiewicz: directed by 
Frank Borzage: screen play by F. Scott Fitzgerald and FE. E. Paramore, Jr.; 
original story by Erich Maria Remarque: photogranhed by Joseph Rutten- 
berg.. Cast: Robert Taylor, Margaret Sullavan. Franchot Tone, Robert 
Young, Henry Hull, Snencer Charters, Georz? Offerman, Jr. Sarah Padden, 
Roger Converse, Ferdinand Munier, Lionel! Atwill, George Zucco, Matt Gil- 


photographed 
Oliver Hardy, 
Judels, Greta 


Cast: James Newill. | 
Dick | 


| Jack Ingram, Al Bridges, 


Cast: Robert Taylor, Maureen O'Sullivan, Frank Morgan, Guy Kibbee, Nat 
Pendleton, Edward Arnold. 

‘ONE WOMAN'S ANSWER,’ formerly titled ‘ENEMY TERRITORY,’ pro- 
duced by Edward Chodorov; directed by Robert Sinclair; screen play by 
Edward Chodorov; story by Margaret Culkin Banning; photographed by 
Ray June. Cast: Herbert Marshall, Virginia Bruce, Mary Astor, Janet 
Beecher, Juanita Quigley, Marjorie Rambeau, Leonard Penn, Lorraine 
MacLean, Morgan Wallace, George Ovey, Howard Hickman, Betty Ross 
Clarke, Libby Taylor, Jacques Vanaire, Zeffie Tilbury. 


Monogram 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 

of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pieted ing Rooms Camezras tion 
i. Beer ree 26 22 1 2 i 4 
Westerns ....... , 16 12 0 2 4 2 
: ere er 42 3A 1 4 5 7 


Pictures in the cutting room: 

‘THE PHANTOM RANGER,’ formerly titled ‘RIDIN’ GENTS’; associate 
producer, Maurice Conn; directed by Sam Newfield; original screen play 
by Joseph O'Donnell; photographed by Jack Greenhalgh, Cast: Col. Tim 
McCoy, Suzanne Kaaren, Karl Hackett, John St. Polis, Charles King, John 
Merton, Harry Strange, Sherry Tansey, Dick Creamer, Tom London, Bob 
McKenzie, Henry Holcomb, Jack Hendricks. 

‘GUNSMOKE TRAIL,’ associate producer, Maurice Conn; directed by 
Sam Newfield; screen play by Fred Nyton; original story by Robert Em- 
mett; photographed by Jack Greenhalsh. Cast: Jack Randall, Louise 
Stanley, Al St. John, John Merton, Ted Adams, Harry Strange, Kit Guard, 
Hal Price. 
‘PRIVATE NURSE,’ produced by FE. B. Derr: directed by 


Karl 


Brown: 


original screen play by Jack Neville; photographed by Arthur Martinelli. 
Cast: Sally Blane, Lloyd Hughes, John Arledge, J. Farrell MacDonald, 
Howard Hickman, Mayo Methot. Clay Clement. Ralph Dunn. Gordon Hart 
tobert Fiske, Ward Bond, Mary Lou Lender, Morgan Wallace, Oscat 


O’Shea, Kathryn Sheldon, Jack C. Smith, Mary McLaren 

‘THE MARINES ARE HERE,’ no producer credit; directed by Phil 
tosen; original by Franklin Adreon, Jr.; screen play by Scott Darling, 
Jack Knapp and J. Benton Cheney; photographed by Gilbert Warrenton 
Cast: Gordon Olivet June Trav Guinn Williams, Ray Walker. Bills 
Dooley, Ronnie Cosbey, Pat Gleason, Edward Earle, Wade Boteler, Ear! 
Douglas, Carleton Young, Roy Brent, Richard Beach, Wally Walker, Wil- 
liam Gavier, Joe McGuinn, Sy Shindell. Jack Grant, Dutch Hedrian, John 
Pecorri, Harry Semels, James B. Leong 

Monogram Pix Now in Production 

‘ROMANCE OF THE LIMBERLOST,’ front office production: directed 
by William Nigh: screen play by Marion Orth from novel by Gene Strat- 
ton Porter; photographed by Gilbert Warrenton Cast: Jean Parker. Fi 


Linden. Jean O'Neill. Betty Blythe. Edward Pawley Marjorie 
] Jewell, George Cleveland, Sarah Padden, Guy Usher 


Harry Harvey, June Pickrell, R. H. Palm Bileen 


Main, Hol- 
Jack Kenoed 
O'Malley 











Borscht Belt 
(Continued from page 1) 
America calibre have also entered 
the picture. All hope to better con- 

ditions and up the talent antes. 
A Few Hangovers 
Improvement is general but there 


are still some hangovers of the eva 
when a chambermaid had to double 


as singer; acts were on call to mix; 
and even the bus boy got his ro- 
mance off the arm via compulsory 
doubling. There are still those who 
come down from the mountains for 
‘shopping’ among agents: the shoe 
salesman who turns actor or social 
director for the summer: and rela- 
tives as musicians, but this gag is 


growing less prominent Salaries 
(always with room and board thrown 
spots but ma- 
jority have been upped. Takes range 
rom $6 weekly to as high as $300 fox 
ace social directors 

Different types of shows last from 
one day to a week, depending on the 
size of the spot, and include musicals, 
dramatics ‘(sometimes stock com- 
panies), scenic artists, dance direc- 
tors, writers, composers, acts, bands, 
films (frequently first run), girl lines, 


in) remain low at some 


fights and other exhibition sport 
games. This does not include pro 
sport instructors and physical direc- 
tors. Spots usually woo name bands 


to augment visiting weekend celebs 
‘usually cuffed) for prestige and al 
appearances 

Hardly an act around New York 
today has not, at one time or anothe1 


fresco 


during the past two or three years 
appeared somewhere on the resort 
circuit. Many got their start there, 


but more use it as a means to com- 
fortably span the hot weather. The 
biz now employs so many people that 
some have taken to doubling WPA 
acts on their weekends off. There 
is some talk of requesting leaves for 
WPA’ers to help fill annual shortage. 

Among the borscht belt alumni are 
Henny Youngman, Arthur Tracy, Val 
Irving, Moss Hart, Harold J. Rome, 
George Benneit, Shep Fields, Charles 


| Friedman, Oshins and Lessy, Henry 


'on the road for any salary. 


| to effect savings, 


Tobias, Lou Saxon, Pat Mann, Bert 
Frohman, Frank and Milt Britton, 
Paul Mall, Buddy Walker, Jan Peerce, 





Bert Block, Allen Chester, Radio 
Ramblers, Katherine Locke and 
Sylvia Froos, 

Exploitation 





(Continued from page 7) 
rectors of the larger companies for 
road jobs. Many of them have never 
been in a newspaper office in their 
lives, and have never even written 
a line. They are willing to go out 
If the 
in charge of that department, 
hires indiscrimi- 
sends hitn out to rep- 


man 


nately and 


|; resent his company, by so doing he 


| on the good 
| they represent. 


can work to his com- 
pany. 

These misfit exploitation men come 
to a town, check in at the cheapest 
hotels, and go about their duties in 
a manner that can reflect seriously 
name of the comnany 
The ill-will of the 
manager of the theatre in which the 
picture is to open, the newspaper 
office he’s trying to woo, the adver- 


great harm 


tising manager of the department 
stores he wants to tie up, can all 
combine so that he leaves behind 


a very bad reputation for the com- 
came to represent. 

In New York there are at the out- 
side 30-40 men who are schooled in 


ail the arts and the diplomatic wiles 


pany he 


of good publicity men—men who 
have been newspaper men, can 
write and are resourceful in emer- 


gency. They know their business 
and build up that good will for the 


company they represent, which is 
such a valuable asset to the pub- 
licity and exploitation departments. 
Time and again fhese men have 
encountered tremendous oppociticn 
in various cities they have been 
ent to cover, due to the stupidity 
of the tyros who have preecded 
them Immature o-called exoloi- 
tation men leave a trail of ane 
tagonism that require all the 
fine S and t ict yf experienced 
men to smoth out. But the sears are 
left, and i nolde I sentment 
wea tr comy yar till remain 
Exploitation handled by the prover 
ho kno r busine who 
i 1 ad plo tic and i wttul, ls the 
| biood of Dp 1 ‘ame. But 
t explo tat 8) } ads in charge 
of the } ng of these men sacrifice 
ill these inlities to save a fev extra 
lolla rn i to *ntertaining 
en t r buying a local newsmen 
ae dris t ance losing a lot of 
»od ! 
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8 GENE AUTRY 
JUBILEES 


1 PONY BOY 
2 IN OLD MONTEREY 

3 MOUNTAIN RHYTHM 
4 MEXICALI! ROSE 

S WESTERN JAMBOREE 
6 ROVIN’ TUMBLEWEEDS 
7 RIDIN’ THE RANGE 

8 CACTUS CAVALIER 


* 4 ANNIVERSARY SPECIALS * 


DOCTORS DON’T TELL ONE WOMAN’S FAMILY 


By DR. GEORGE RAYMOND —A real life story of a young doctor's personal By MARTIN VAN LAAS—A modern mother gives an answer to the burning question 
experiences... his loves... his triumphs. . his tragedies! From the famous ok chan tis lel es sh alk Anita Se gee angry fal 
Li rty Magazine serial read by millions. rw youth oO oday in @ dynamic, intetigent an orcetul manner 


TWO YEARS BEFORE the MAST 


By RICHARD HENRY DANA— One of the outstanding dramatic and exciting By HENRY WADSWORTH LONGFELLOW— Known to the world as a colorful, 
stories of the sea, unrivalled for production, story and cast possibilities. 


'S 
15 SHOWMEN 
MO NEY-M AKERS 


AN HUNT 
FEDERAL 
; KENTUCKY SWEEPSTAKES @ 4 SM 


3 1 STAND ACCUSED 



















thrilling and mmmortal romance. A girl and a man rise above all obetacles to find their love 


ee 
8 ACTIO 

N 
WESTERNS 


om aad, MESQUITEERS 


VNE, RAY CORRIGAN and MAX TERKUNE 


1 SANTA FE STam 
PEDE 
2 OVERLAND 
RAIDERS» AGE 
3 PALS OF THE s 
ADD 
4 RED RIVER RANGE 














JUBILEE TWELVE 


1 LONE RANGER RETURNS 


The Lone Ranger, Silver and Tonto in a feature-length series of 
adventurous thrills 


























5 LONE STAR B 
2 MYSTERIOUS MISS X 4 PRIDE OF THE wer” 6 HEROES of the DESERT 
am hy ag eget whose motto is “Find the woman !~ FORGED paSSPORT : aa TEXAS STEERS 
3 GIRL FROM GOD'S COUNTRY S a WOMAN Sreens WAN. 
i ceapentie ate gaa of a girl under the dazzling splendor 6 UNDERCOVE 






4 CAPITAL PUNISHMENT 


The warden tells a human story of life inside “The Big House” 
and why crime doesn't pay 


5 CALLING ALL MARINES 


Again the Marines go into action! A story of thrills and suspense 
laid im the Far East 


6 IT’S YOUR WITNESS 


A boy, a girl and ® public defender, enmeshed m a sensational 
story of murder and x andal. 


7 RAFFLES STRIKES BACK 


The great character brought to you agam in a new mystery story, 


packed with high-speed adventure 


8 HILL-BILLY HURRICANE 


An original musical with names and characters familiar to your 
theatre and radio audiences 


7 WHITE FURY 
8 PHANTOM OF 
9 PROBATION NURSE : 
10 FLIGHT AT MIDNIGH 

11 WHITE LIGHTNING 


EXPRESS : 
12 DEVIL'S ISLAND FUGITIV 


13 STAND UP AND wait 


THE CIRCUS 










































































E 
9 WOMEN MAKE NEWS 14 HIGHWAY POLIC 
ty fault eat od pow, shen ape ms on PATROL 

eo f own making oR 
10 GIRLS OF THE ROAD s HELLBENT F 

hair cep lnsoew plop ore oy ~ aaa HEADLINES 


11 HIT PARADE OF 1939 


The “No. 1 radio program brought to the sereen with a cast of 
new Bemes, amuel from every entertainment field. 


12 STREET OF MISSING MEN 


A story of » man who lost himself because of a woman's treachery, 
but fights hie way back when be finds real love and understanding. 
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Paramount 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in | 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 

Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Peer eee ‘ 39 31 4 6 0 6 
Harry Sherman.., 7 7 1 0 0 0 
Emanuel Cohen... 3 3 0 0 0 0 
B. P. Schulberg... 3 3 0 0 Y) 0 
| 57 49 5 6 0 6 





Pictures now in cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘PROFESSOR BEWARE,’ produced by Harold Lloyd; directed by Elliott 
Nugent; screen play by Delmer Daves and Jack Cunningham; original by 
Crampton Harris and Francis M. and Marian B. Cockrell; photographed 
by Archie Stout. Cast: Harold Lloyd, Phyllis Welch, Raymond Walburn, 
Sterling Holloway, Lionel Stander, Mary Lou Lender, Guinn ‘Big Boy’ 
Williams, Ward Bond, Spencer Charters, Clara Blandick, William Frawley, 
Thurston Hall, Cora Witherspoon. 


‘YOU AND ME,’ produced and directed by Fritz Lang; no writing credits 
released as yet; photographed by Charles Lang. Cast: George Raft, Sylvia | 


Sidney, Barton MacLane, Roscoe Karns, Harry Carey, Robert Cummings, 
Warren Hymer, Guinn ‘Big Boy’ Williams, Carol Paige, Vera Gordon, Mait | 
McHugh, Paul New lan, Bernadene Hayes, George E. Stone, Cecil Cunning- | 
ham, Margaret Randall, Jack Mulhall, Julia Faye, Arthur Hoyt, Harlan | 
Briggs, Joyce Compton, Edward Pawley, Fern Emmett, Juanita Quigley, | 
Joe Gray, William B. Davidson, Adrain Morris, Roger Gray, Egon Brecher, | 
Paul Newlan. 

‘TROPIC HOLIDAY,’ produced by Arthur Hornblow, Jr.; 
Theodore Reed; screen play by Don Hartman and Frank Butler, 
Moffitt and Duke Atteberry; 
and Frank Butler; photographed by Ted Tetzlaff. Cast: Dorothy Lamour, 
tay Millard, Martha Raye, Bob Burns, Tito Guizar, Binnie Barnes, Elvira 
Rios, Pepito, Michael Visaroff. Bobbie Moya, Ascension and Del Rio Trio, 
Dominguez Brothers’ San Cristobal Marimba Band, Roberto Soto, Jesus 
Topete, Paula DeCardo, Dolores Casey, Sheila Ivarcy, Marie Burton, Paul 
Lopez, Chris Pin Martin, Fortunio Bona Nova, Duncan Renaldo, Jose Fer- 
nandez, Matt McHugh. 

‘COCOANUT GROVE,’ produced by George Arthur; directed by Alfred 
Santell; original screen play by Sy Bartlett and Olive Cooper; 
graphed by Leo Tover. Cast: Fred MacMurray, Harriett Hilliard, 


John C. 


| Mary Campbell, 


| ard; screen play by Olive 


directed by. | Total 


developed from an original by Don Hartman | 


photo- | 
Yacht | 


Club Boys, Ben Blue, Billy Lee, Rufe Davis, Harry Owens and his Royal | 


Hawaiian orchestra, George Walcott, Dorothy Howe, Red Stanley, Eve 

Arden, Lester Allen, Paul Newlan, Roy Gordon, William B. Davidson. 
‘HUNTED MEN,’ formerly titled ‘CRIME GIVES ORDERS,’ produced 

by Harold Hurley; directed by Louis King; screen play by Horace McCoy 


| Kohler, Sr., 


and William R. Lipman; based on play by Albert Duffy and Marian Grant: 


photographed by Victor Milner. Cast: Lloyd Nolan, Mary Carlisle, Lynne 
Overman, J. Carrol Naish, Larry Crabbe, Anthony Quinn, Johnny Downs, 
tegis Toomey, Delmar Watson, Dorothy Peterson, Fern Emmett, Lu Miller, 
George Davis, Hooper Atchley, Laurie Lane, Mary Parker, Dick Rush, 
Howard Mitchell, Zeffie Tilbury, Phil Warren, Robert E. Homans, Stanley 
Price, Jack Dunn, Richard Denning, Jack Hubbard, 
Taurie Lane, Ruth Rogers, Edwin Brian, Scott Groves, John Hart, 
Waldo, J. P. McGowan, Dick Rich, Tommy Bupp, Sammy McKim, 
Bupp. 

‘THE TEXANS,’ formerly titled ‘MARCHING HERDS’ (for 1958-39 sea- 
son), produced by Lucien Hubbard; directed by James Hogan; original by 
Paul Sloan; screen play by William Wister Haines; photographed by Theo- 
dor Sparkuhl. Cast: Randolph Scott, Joan Bennett, May Robson, Robert 
Cummings, Harvey Stephens, Robert Barrat, Walter Brennan, Raymond 
Hatton, Tito Guizar, Ray Middleton, Walter Abel, Bill Roberts, 
Clarence Wilson, Otis Harlan, Spencer Charters, William Haade, Archie 
Twitchell, Jack Moore, Irving Bacon, Harry Woods, Vera Steadman, 
Wheeler Oakman, Margaret McWade, Richard Tucker, 
Francis Ford, Richard Denning, Frank Cordell, John Eckert, Slim High- 
tower, Scoop Martin, Whitey Severn, Slim Talbot, Jimmie Kilgannon, Oscar 
Smith, Ernie Adams, Virginia Jennings, James Burtis, Jack Perrin, Edward 
Brady, Everette Brown, “Edward Le Saint, James Kelso, J. Manley Head, 
Philip Morris, Carl Harbough, 
son, Harry Holman, Ralph Remley. 

Paramount Pix Now in Production 

‘SPAWN OF THE NORTH,’ produced by Albert Lewin; directed by 
Henry Hathaway; screen play by Jules Furthman; adapted from Barrett 
Willoughby’s novel; photographed by Charles Lang. Cast: George Raft, 
Henry Fonda, replacing Georges Rigaud, John Barrymore, Akim Tamiroff, 
Lynne Overman, Dorothy Lamour, Louise Platt, Fuzzy Knight. Vladimir 
Sokoloff, Duncan Renaldo, Richard Ung, Paul Newlan, Lee Shumway, 
Stanley Andrews, Monte Blue, Irving Bacon, Galen Gough. 

‘PRISON FARM,’ general office production; directed by Louis King; 
sereen play by Horace McCoy and William Lipman; photographed by Harry 
Fischbeck. Cast: Lloyd Nolan, William Frawley, John Howard, J. Carroll 
Naish, Shirley Ross, Porter Hall, Anna Q. Nilsson, May Boley, Esther Dale, 
John Hart, Marjorie Main, Rayemon Robin, Dick Elliott. 

‘SING, YOU SINNERS’ (for 1938-39 season), produced and directed by 
Wesley Ruggles; original screen play by Claude Binyon; photographed by 
Karl Struss. Cast: Bing Crosby, Fred MacMurray, Elizabeth Patterson, 
Donald O’Connor, Ervin Drew, Harlan Briggs, John Gallaudet, Pat West, 
Paul White. 

‘BENEATH WESTERN SKIES’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by Harry 
Sherman; associate producer, Jack Trop; directed by Les Selander; original 
story by Clarence E. Mulford; screen play by Nate Watt; photographed by 
Russell Harlan. Cast: William Boyd, George Haves, Russell Hayden, 
Charlotte Fields, Billy King, Earle Hodgins. Kenneth Harlan, James Craig, 
Glenn Strange, Henry Otho, Earle Askan, Leo McMahon, Bruce Mitchell, 
Villie Fung, Wen Wright. 

‘GIVE ME A SAILOR’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by Jeff Lazarus; 
associate producer, Paul Jones; directed by Elliott Nugent: 
eredits released as yet: photographed by Victor Milner. Cast: Martha 
Raye. Bob Hope, Jack Whiting, Betty Grable. Clarence Kolb, Nana Bryant, 
J. C. Nugent, Emerson Treacy, Bonnie Churchill, Ralph Sanford, Kathleen 


Sonny 





Lockhart. 
RKO-Radio 
Now Balance to 
Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before’ Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Studie ..... reer 3 30 3 5 5 5 
Condor ..... ere 2 2 0 0 0 0 
Sol Lesser. ee 3 2 0 0 1 1 
David Loew...... 2 2 0 0 0 0 
Walt Disney...... 1 1 1 0 0 0 
SEY Svinie assy awa 51 37 4 5 6 6 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘HAVING WONDERFUL TIME,’ produced Ly Pandro S. Berman; directed 
by Al Santell; play and screen play by Arthur Kober; photographed by 
Robert De Grasse. Cast: Ginger Rogers, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Richard 
‘Red’ Skelton, Peggy Conklin, Eve Arden, Lucille Ball. 


‘VIVACIOUS LADY,’ produced by Pandro S. Berman; directed by George 
Stevens: screen play by Anne Morrison Chapin and Kay Van R per from 
novel by I. A. R. Wylie; photographed by Robert De Grasse. Cast: Ginget 


irt, Jarnes Ellison, Jack Carson, Phyllis tenne dy, Spe n- 
Maude Eburne, Floyd Shackleford, Alec Craig, 
Frances Mercer, Grady Sutton, Franklin 


Rogers, James Stew: 
cer Charters. Rav Maver. 
Beulah Bondi, Charles Coburn, 
Pangborn. 


‘MUDDLED DEAL,’ produced by William Sistrom: directed by Joseph 
Santleyv; taken from play by Aladar Laszlow: screen play by Charles Kauf- 
man, Paul Yawitz. Viola Brothers Shore and Harry Segall: photographed 
by Roy Hunt. Cast: Joan Fontaine, Derrick De Marney, Cecil Kellaway, | 


| Terhune, Bob Livington, 


Archie Twitchell, | 
Janet | 


| duced by 


Ed Gargan, | 


Anna Demetrio, | 


James Guinn, Pat West, William B. David- | 





Cecil Cunningham, Lilian Bond, Robert Coote, Claude Allister, 
Coghlan, Rita Page, Charles Coleman. 


Phyllis 


‘BLIND ALIBI,’ produced by Cliff Reid; directed by Lew Landers; origi- | 


nal by William J. Cowan: screen play by Lionel Houser; photographed by 
Nicholas Muscarca. Cast: Richard Dix, Whitney Bourne, Eduardo Cian- 
nelli, Frances Mercer, Paul Guilfoyle, Richard Lane, Jack Arnoid, Walter 
Miller, George Shelley, George Irving. 

‘GUN LAW,’ produced by Bert Gilroy; directed by Dave Howard; screen 
play by Oliver Drake; photographed by Joseph August. Cast: George 
O’Brien, Rita Oehman. Ray Whitley, Paul Everton, Robert Gleckler, Ward 
Bond, Frank O’onnor, Jim Mason, Ethan Laidlaw. 


RKO-Radio Pictures Now in Production 
‘BAMBI,’ being prepared by Walt Disney for release on RKO 1938-39 


' 
schedule; feature-length cartoon based on story by Felix Salten. 


‘MOTHER CAREY’S CHICKENS,’ produced by Pandro Berman; directed by 
Rowland V. Lee; screer. play by Gertrude Purcell from the Kate Douglass 
Wiggin novel; photographed by Roy Hunt. Cast: Ruby Keeler, Anne Shir- 
ley, James Ellison, Fay Bainter, Ralph Morgan, Phyllis Kennedy, Margaret 
Hamilton, Alma Kruger, Donnie Dunagan, Harvey Clarke, Jackie Moran. 

‘CHEATING THE STARS,’ produced by Cliff Reid; directed by Les 
Goodwins; screen play by Gladys Atwater and J. Robert Bren; original b} 


Reginald Taviner; photographed by Jack MacKenzie. Cast: Allan Lane, 
Frances Mercer, Phyllis Kennedy, Paul Guilfoyle, Leona Roberts, Inez 
Courtney, Frank M. Thomas, Jack Arnold, George Irving, Tom Kennedy, 


George Shelley, Jonathan Hale, 
Vivian Oakland, Fern Emmett. 
‘BORDER G-MAN,’ produced by 
Drake 
Cast: George O’Brien, Ray Whitley. 


Republic 


Bradley Page, Paul Fix, 


Bert Gilroy; 


from original by 


directed by Dav id How- 
Bernard McConville 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promisec pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 


eT a er 52 30 1 3 18 24 

Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews: 

‘FIGHTING DEVIL DOGS’ (serial), produced by Robert Beche; directed 
by William Witney and Jack English; original screen play by Barry Ship- 
man, Ronald Davidson, Franklyn Adreon and, Sol Shorr; photographed by 
William Nobles. Cast: Lee Powell, Herman Brix, Eleanor Stewart, Hugh 
Sothern, Montagu Love, Sam Flint, John Davidson, Monte Montague, Henry 
Otho, Forrest Taylor, Billy MacGowan, Edmund Cobb, Perry Ivins, Tom 
London, Alan Gregg, Edward Foster, Al Taylor, Allan Mathews, Reed 
Howes, Dick Thane. 

‘GANGS OF NEW YORK,’ produced by Armand Schaefer; 
James Cruze; screen play by Wellyn Totman, Jack Townley, 
Charles Francis Royal; original by Sam Fuller; 


directed by 
Sam Fuller 
suggested by Herbert As- 


bury’s book, ‘The Gangs of New York’; photographed by Ernest Miller. 
Cast: Charles Bickford, Ann Dvorak, Alan Baxter, Wynne Gibson, John 
Wray, Harold Huber, Maxie Rosenbloom, Charles Trowbridge, Frank 


Elliott Sullivan, Jonathan Hale, Howard Phillips, Eddie Acuff. 

‘FIRST PRIZE,’ produced by Harry Grey; 
play by Dorrell and Stuart McGowan from original idea by Dore Schary; 
photographed by Jack Marta. Cast: Alison Skipworth, Polly Moran, Max 
Virginia Grey, Berton Churchill, Sam Bernard, 
Leonard Penn, Eddie Acuff, Billy Wayne, Tom London, Horace MacMahon, 
Jim Gayle, Allen Vincent, Anthony Hughes, Walter Sande, 

Republic Pix Now in Production 

‘RIDERS OF THE BLACK HILLS’ (Three Mesquiteers features), 
William Berke; directed by George Sherman; 
Betty Burbridge; original story by Betty Burbridge and Bernard McCon- 
ville; photographed by William Nobles. Cast: Bob Livingston, Ray Corri- 
gan, Max Terhune, Ann Evers, Maude Eburne, Frank Melton, Roscoe Ates, 
Tom London, Lang Fitzgerald, 


20th Century-Fox 


Now Balance to 


pro- 
screen play by 





Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
SE) nie Nia a eas 52 37 5 8 2 7 
ee 6 4 0 ca 2 1 
co eee eee 53 41 5 8 4 t 
Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 
‘KIDNAPPED,’ produced by Kenneth Macgowan; directed by Al 
Werker; no writing credits as yet available. Cast: Warner Baxter, 





| Helen Westley, 
| Hurst, Wally Vernon, 


Arleen Whelan, Freddie Bartholomew, John Carradine, Leon Ames, Rob- | 


ert Allen, Miles Mander, E. E. Clive, Donald Haines, Ralph Forbes. Elsa 
Buchanan, Billy Bevan, Moroni Olson, C. Aubrey Smith, Reginald Owen, 
Nigel Bruce, Arthur Hohl, Halliwell Hobbes, H. B. Warner, Eric Wilton, 
York Sherwood, Gordon Hart, Montagu Love, Colin Kenny, 
Spacey, Keith G. Kenneth, John Rogers, Thomas London, Dave Thursby, 
J. P. McGowan, Marty Faust, Evan Thomas, Ivo Henderson. 


‘JOSETTE,’ produced by Gene Markey; directed by Allan Dwan; screen 


Fraser; from story by Ladislaus Vadnai; photographed by John Mescall. 


Cast: Simone Simon, Don Ameche, Robert Young, Bert Lahr, Joan Davis, | 


Tala Birell, Paul Hurst, Jayne Regan, Lillian Porter, Paul McVey, Zeffie 
Tilbury, William Collier. Sr. 


‘ALEXANDER’S RAGTIME BAND,’ produced by Harry Joe Brown; 
directed by Henry King: screen play by Lamar Trotti and Kathryn Scola; 


adaptation by Richard Sherman; music and lyrics by Irving Berlin; photo- | 
| graphed by Peverell 


Marley. 
Ameche, Ethel Merman, 


Cast: Tyrone Power, 
Jack Haley, Marjorie Weaver, Jean Hersholt. 
John Carradine, Douglas Fowley, Chick Chandler, Paul 
Eddie Collins, The King’s Men, Stanley Andrews, 


| Jack Pennick, Robert Gleckler, Donald Kerr, Don Barclay, Ruth Warren. 


| the Cansinos, 
no writing | 





| Shaw, 


| bert Evans, Billy 


talph Dunn, Otto Fries, Harry Tyler, Sid Saylor, Ruth 
Terry, Dixie Dunbar, The Aristocrats, Joe King, Charley Williams, Joseph 
Crehan, Tyler Brooks, Albert Morin, Selmer Jackson, Grady Sutton, and 
drum majorettes: Ruth Gifford, Marjorie Woodworth, Betty Brown, Jetsy 
Posthuma, Betty Garrison, Barbara Finch, Rosalie Wilson, Jeanne Le Boeuf. 

‘LITTLE MISS BROADWAY,’ produced by David Hempstead; directed 
by Irving Cummings; original screenplay by Harry Tugend and Jack 
Yellen; photographed by Arthur Miller. Cast: Shirley Temple, Gloria 
Hurst, Jimmy Durante, Phyllis Brooks, George Murphy, Patricia Wilder, 
Donald Meek, El Brendel, Jane Darwell, Edward Ellis, Brewster Twins. 
Eddie Collins, George and Olive Brasno, the Brian Sisters, Charley Wil- 
liams, Edna Mae Oliver, George Barbier, Claude Gillingwater, C. Montague 
Rube Schaefer troupe, Jack Schaller, Frank Dae, Russell Hicks, 
Joseph De Stefani, Leila McIntyre, Jerry Colonna, Syd Saylor, Harry C. 
Bradley, Tom Ricketts, Roy Dove. 

‘SPEED TO BURN,’ formerly titled ‘LUCKY DAY,’ formerly titled 
‘SPORTING CHANCE,’ formerly titled ‘RACING BLOOD,’ produced by 
Jerry Hoffman; directed py Otto Brower; screen play by Robert Ellis and 
Helen Logan; based on original by Edwin Dial Torgerson; photographed by 
Edward Snyder. Cast: Michael Whalen, Lynn Bari, Marvin Stephens, 
Henry Armetta, Sidney Blackmer, Chick Chandler, Johnnie Pirrone, Inez 
Palange, Eleanor Virzie, Ben Stilphen, Betty Greco, Dennis Moore, Eddie 
Emerson, Charles D. Brown. 

‘MYSTERIOUS MR. MOTO,’ produced by Sol M. Wurtzel; directed by 
Norman Foster; original screen play by Philip MacDonald and Norman 
Foster; nhotographed by Virgil Miller. Cast: Peter Lorre, Mary Maguire. 
Henry Wilcoxon, Harold Huber, Erik Rhodes. Leon Ames, John Rogers 
Fredrik Vogeding, Forrester Harvey, Mitchell Lewis, Barney O’Toole, Her- 
Bevans. Mav Beatty, Adia Kuznetzoff, Nobel Johnson, 


Eugene Borden. Lester Matthews. 
‘THREE BLIND MICE,’ produced by Raymond Griffith: directed bv 
William A. Seiter;: screen play by Brown Holmes and Lynn Starling. based 


on play by Stephen Powys: photographed bv Ernest Palmer. Cast: Loretta 
Young, Joe] McCrea, David Niven, Stuart Erwin, Marjorie Weaver. Pauline 
Moore. Binnie Barnes. Spencer Charters, Iva Stewart, Lloyd Whitlock 
Leonid Kinskey. Jane Darwell. Herbert Heyward. 

‘ONE WILD NIGHT,’ formerly titled ‘TIME OUT FOR MURDFR.”’ fo: 
merly titled ‘HANDLE WITH CARE,’ formerly titled ‘HOME TOWN G- 
MAN,’ produced bs Jol n Stone: directed by Fucene Forde; screen play » 

(Continued on page 23) 


directed by Gus Meins; screen | 


town, was 


Alice Faye, Don | 


WY. {RIETY ors. 


171-30 YEARS FOR DUO 
WHO HELD UP THEATRE 


Detroit. Mav 3 
Jack Sullivan and Sam Sawaya, 
who robbed the Family theatre, Mon- 
roe, Mich., of $1,600 on Dec. 6, were 
sentenced last week to serve 17! 
30 years in the state prison. Thugs 
were convicted by jury last month, 
During the holdup, thugs bound 
up manager, assistant and coupla 
patrons, while they scooped up 
weekend receipts. The sentences 
will run concurrent with a 10-vea 
Federal sentence for violation of 
Mann Act, of which they were con- 
victed recently in Detroit. 
Hamilton, O., May 3 
Bullet fired by Negro, during quar- 
rel with his wife last week in front 
of the Rialto, ricocheted from side- 
walk, striking John H. Schwalm 
manager, in side, inflicting superficial 
flesh wound, He _ was _§s standing 
across street at the time. Less than 
30 days ago, Schwalm’s_ brother, 
Jim, assistant manager, was held up 
in his office at point of gun, and re- 
lieved of $100, alterwards being hit 
over head and rendered unconscious. 
Now the Brothers Schwalm are 
wondering whether the ‘rule of 
three’ will hold good. 


Power Plant’ 5 Daneel 
Puts Cinema Qut of Biz 


St. Louis, May 3 

Natives in Thayer, Mo., a com- 
munity of 2,000 near the Arkansas 
state line, are involuntarily forego- 
ing films for the next three months 
as result of a squabble between the 
Arkansas-Missouri Power Co., which 
furnishes juice to the town, and 
city officials who are determined to 
install a municipal lighting plant. 
The Royal, only pic house in the 
darkened with every 
other class of business on Thurs- 
day (14) when the power company 
turned off the current and an- 
nounced it would dismantle its plant. 

An emergency lighting plant was 
forwarded from St. Louis to Thay- 
er to operate the water works sys- 
tem and, in the meantime, the resi- 
dents are using candles, lanterns 
and oil lamps as a means of illumi- 
nation. It will take three months 
time to install the municipal elec- 
tric light machinery, etc. 


— 


‘Buccaneer’ Piracy Suit 


Adolph Zukor, Cecil B. DeMille 
and Paramount Pictures Corp. are 
named defendants in an_ infringe- 
ment suit in N. Y. Federal court ‘by 
Zelma B. Tilden, who claims her 








‘copyrighted play, ‘Captain What the 


John Graham Devil’ 


was pirated by the defend- 
ants in the making of the picture, 
‘The Buccaneer.’ Miss Tiden avers 


| she submitted her story to the de- 
play by James Edward Grant; based on play by Paul Frank and Georg 


fendants shortly after it had been 
copyrighted in 1935. It was rejected. 
She charges ‘Buccaneer’ is a piracy 


| of her original story and wants au 


injunction and accounting, 





Skouras Sets Conv. 
Los Angeles, May 3 

Charles P. Skouras, Fox-West 
Coast chief, is in San Francisco con- 
with northern California 
managers on plans for the annual 
convention of National Theatres, 
Inc., to be held at Del Monte in July. 

With Skouras on the northern trip 
are W. H. (Bud) Collier, Thornton 
Sargent and Dick Dickson, West 
Coast execs. 


STUDIO CONTRACTS 


Hollywood, May 23 

Metro re-pacted J. Walter Ruben, 
director; Harry Ruskin, scripter 

Jack Carson’s player contract re- 
newed by RKO. 

Frank Butler’s writer option lifted 
by Paramount. 

Lester Scott signed as associste 
producer at Republic. 

RKO picked up player option on 
Peggy Carroll 

Betty Grable’s option taken up by 
20th-Fox, 

Jacques Kapralik’s opti 
up by 20th-Fox. 


ferring 





mn picked 


Paramount hoisted its ontion oa 
Rav Milland for another year. 
Rolf Passer signed writing cone 


tract at Metro. 

Raymond Parker inked an actor 
pact at Universal. 

Venuta- Lopez Par Short 

Benay Venuta, singer now on @ 
WOR §sustainer, and the Vincent 
Lopez orchestra’. start tomorrow 
(Thursday) on a Paramount short at 

» Long Island studios, 


ae 





enti dh. ata 
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“4 waente RK Presented by 
\THE AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON MATERNAL WELFARE, inc. 
consisting of representatives of the following organizations 


U.S. Public Health Service 


New England Obstetrical and Gynecological 


American Association of Obstetricians, Society 
Gynecologists and Abdominal Surgeons Section on Obstetrics and Gynecology of 
U.S. Children’s Bureau The American Medical Association 


American College of Surgeons National Organization for Public Health 
U.S. Bureau of the Census Nursing 
American Gynecological Society American Public Health Association 
Seuthern Medical Association National Medical Association 
American Hospital Association Central Association of Obstetricians and 
Pacific Coast Society of Obstetrics and Gynecologists 

Gynecology Maternity Center Association of New York 
American Protestant Hospital Association Chi¢ago Maternity Center 


CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH “THE BIRTH OF A BABY” MAY BE EXHIBITED 


@ It cannot be double-featured... 
®@ Short subjects must be approved... 


® Only the advertising, publicity. exploitation and lobby displays 


Yow AVAILABLE IN 


MINNESOTA, SOUTH 
DAKOTA, IOWA, OHIO 


AND MICHIGAN Note: "THE BIRTH OF A BABY™ never will be statesrighted 


from the approved press sheet may be used... 
® No commercial tie-ups permitted... 


@ No increase in theatre’s normal admission seale... 


for Bookings write to 
SPECIAL PICTURES CORPORATION 
1775 BROADWAY. NEW YORK CITY 
SOLE AGENTS AND DISTRIBUTORS 
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Advance Production Chart 
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Jerry Cady and Charles Belden, based on an original idea by Edwin Dial 
Torgerson; photographed by Harry Davis. Cast: June Lang, Dick Baldwin, 


Andrew Tombes, Sidney Toler, J. Edward Bromberg, Lyle Talbot, William 


Demarest, Harlan Briggs, Jan Duggan, Frank McGlynn, Jr., Billy Wayne, 
Harry Parry, Harvey Clark, Arthur Hoyt. : 
20th-Fox Pix Now in Production 


‘T'LL GIVE A MILLION,’ produced by Kenneth MacGowan: directed by 
Walter Lang; screen play by Niven Busch; based on play by G. Savattini 
and G. Mondaini; photographed by Lucien Andriot. Cast: Warner Baxter, 
Peter Lorre, John Carradine, J. Edward Bromberg, Sig Rumann, Fritz Feld, 
Marjorie Weaver, Jean Hersholt. Binnie Barnes. Lynn Bari, Gennaro Curci, 
Rolfe Sedan, Christian Rub, George Bookasta, Adrienne D’Ambricourt. 
— Lory, Antonio D’Amore, George Davis, Eddie Conrad, Charles 

1iton. 

‘HELLO, HOLLYWOOD,’ John Stone, associate producer: directed by 
Herbert I. Leeds; screen play by Frances Hyland and Albert Ray from 
original idea by Frank Fenton and Lynn Root: photographed by Edward 
Cronjager. Cast: Jane Withers, Gloria Stuart. Henrv Wilcoxon, Helen 
Westley, Claudia Coleman, Robert Allen. Pedro de Cordoba, Paula Rae 
Wright, the Three Nelsons, Hattie McDaniel. Muriel Kearney, Marjorie 
Plecher, Jed Prouty, Douglas Fowley, Ruth Peterson, Julie Carter, Hal K. 
Dawson, Patsy Mitchell, Sam Ash, Wilfred Lucas, Harry Strang, David 
Newell, Tom O’Grady, Shexry Hall, Sarah Edwards, Sidney Blackmer. 

‘ALWAYS GOOD-BYE,’ produced by Raymond Griffith: directed by 
Sidney Lanfield; screen play by Kathryn Scola; photographed by Robert 
Planck. Cast: Barbara Stanwyck, Cesar Romero, Herbert Marshall, Ian 
Hunter, Binnie Barnes, Lynn Bari, Dorri Bowdon, George Davis, Albert 
Conti, Mary Forbes. 
_‘LUCKY PENNY,’ produced by David Hempstead: directed by Irving 
Cummings; screen play by J. P. McEvoy and Ethel Hill: original story by 


Kenneth Earle and Howard Smith: songs by Walter Bullock and Harold | 
Cast: Shirley Temple, Joan Davis, | 


Spina: photographed by Arthur Miller. 
Bill Robinson, Charles Farrell, Bert Lahr, George Barbier, Franklin Pang- 
born, Bennie Bartlett, Amanda Duff. 


_ PICTURES 
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VARIETY 








Warners 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
| een eee 60 42 4 13 1 18 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 
‘MYSTERY HOUSE,’ formerly titled ‘MYSTERY OF HUNTING’S END,’ 
produced by Bryan Foy; associate, Gordon Hollingshead; directed by Noel 


| Smith; original story by Mignon G. Eberhart; screen play by Sherman 


| Lowe; photographed by L. William O'Connell. 


Cast: Dick Purcell, June 


| Travis, Elspeth Dudgeon, Anthony Averille, Ben Weldon, Mary Maguire, 


William Hopper, Anderson Lawlor, Sheila Bromley, Hugh O'Connell, Trevor 
Bardette, Dennie Moore. 

‘TORCHY BLANE IN PANAMA,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by 
William Clemens; screen play by George Bricker; original story by An- 
thony Coldeway; photographed by Warren Lynch. Cast: Paul Kelly, Lola 
Lane, Hugh O’Connell, James Nolan, Larry Williams, Tom Kennedy, Frank 
Shannon, John Ridgeley, Anthony Averill, Frank Orth, Jack Goodrich, 
Betty Compson, Joe Cunningham, George Guhl, Jimmy Conlon, George 
Lloyd, George Regas, John Harron, Jack Mower. 

‘SECRETS OF AN ACTRESS,’ formerly titled ‘WOMAN HABIT,’ for- 
merly titled ‘LOVELY LADY,’ produced by David Lewis; directed by Wil- 
liam Keighley; original screen play by Rowland Leigh, Milton Krims and 
Julius Epstein; photographed by Sid Hickox. Cast: Kay Francis, George 
Brent, Ian Hunter, Gloria Dickson, Isabel Jeans, Dennie Moore, Gloria 
Blondell, Rosella Towne, John Ridgeley, Penny Singleton, Larry Williams, 
Selmer Jackson, Herbert Rawlinson, Emmet Vogan, James B. Carson, 
Grace Hayle, Marion Alden, Paulette Evans, Eddie Graham, Stuart Holmes, 
Jack Goodrich, Arthur Houseman, Jack Mower, Olaf Hytten, John Harron. 


‘WHEN WERE YOU BORN?’ produced by Bryan Foy: directed by Wil- 


| liam McGann; original screen play by Dr. Manley P. Hall and Anthony 


Coldeway; photographed by L. William O’Connell. Cast: Anna May Wong, 


| Margaret Lindsay, Lola Lane, Anthony Averill, Larry Williams, Charles 


‘MY LUCKY STAR,’ produced by Harry Joe Brown: directed by Roy Del | 


Ruth; no writing credits as yet released; photographed by John Mescall. 
Cast: Sonja Henie, Richard Greene, Cesar Romero, Buddy Ebsen, George 
Barbier, Barnett Parker, the Brewster Twins. Raymond Scott and Quintet, 
Joan Davis, Patricia Wilder, Elisha Cook, Jr. 


United Artists 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Samuel Goldwyn.. 6 6 a 7 . i 
Alexander Korda.. 6 3 0 0 3 # 
Selznick rey eee 5 3 7 e 3 & 
Walter Wanger.... 8 3 1 1 3 5 
COMEEED vk a ese seed 1 + 7 a 1 1 
London Films..... 6 6 0 0 6 8 
SUONE. Aesceavges 32 21 1 1 + 30 


Pictures in the cutting room or awaiting previews are: 

‘THE RISING TIDE,’ formerly titled ‘THE ADVENTURESS,’ formerly 
titled ‘THE RIVER IS BLUE,’ produced by Walter Wanger; directed by 
William Dieterle; original screen play by John Howard Lawson; photo- 
graphed by Rudolph Mate. 
Carrillo, John Halliday, Vladimir Sokoloff, Robert Warwick, Reginald 
Denny, Katharine DeMille, Peter Godfrey, William B. Davidson, Harry 


Wilson, Frank Jaquet, James Stephenson, Zric Stanley, Maurice Cass, 
Leonard Mudie, Olin Howland, Jeffrey Lynn, John Ridgeley, John Harron, 
Ben Hendricks, Gordon Hart, Jack Mower, Sidney Bracey. 

‘GOLD DIGGERS IN PARIS,’ produced by Sam Bischoff; directed by 
Ray Enright; original screen play by Jerry Wald, Richard Macauley and 
Maurice Leo; photographed by Arthur Todd. Cast: Rudy Vallee, Rosemary 
Lane, Hugh Herbert, Allen Jenkins, Melville Cooper, Frank McHugh, 
Johnnie Davis, Mabel Todd, Fritz Feld, Curt Bois, Eddie Anderson, Edward 
Brophy, Murray Alper, Pedro de Cordoba, Alphonse Martel, Rosella Towne, 
Janet Shaw, Carole Landis, Diana Lewis, Peggy Moran, Rafael Corio, 
Gloria Dickson, Jeffrey Sayre, Evelyn Thawl, Charles De Ravenne. | 

‘WHITE BANNERS,’ produced by Henry Blanke; directed by Edmund 
Goulding; screen play by Leonora Coffee from the Lloyd Douglas novel; 
photographed by Charles Rosher. Cast: Claude Rains, Fay Bainter, Bonita 


| Granville, Edward McWade, James Stephenson, Frank Darien, Frank Sulli- 


| van, Cliff Saum, Jackie Cooper, Donald Crisp, Kay Johnson, Sally Anne, | 


| duced by David Lewis; directed by Michael Curtiz: screen play by Casey | 


| 


Cast: Henry Fonda, Madeleine Carroll, Leo | 


Jack Mower, Lola Cheaney, Vera Lewis, Lottie Williams, Tom Wilson, 
Stuart Holmes, Glen Cavender, Jean Benedict. J. Farrell MacDonald, 
Douglas Wood, Al Lloyd, Alice Lynden, Rex Evans, Peggy Stewart, Henry 
O'Neill. 

‘FOUR’S A CROWD,’ formerly titled ‘ALL RIGHTS RESERVED,’ pro- 


Robinson; photographed by Ernest Haller. Cast: Rosalind Russell, Errol 
Flynn, Olivia de Havilland, Walter Connolly, Spec O'Donnell, Dennie 
Moore, Franklin Pangborn, Ward Bond, Joseph Crehan, Joe Cunningham, 
Lawrence Grant, Gloria Blondell, Carole Landis, Frank Coghlan, Jr., Al 
Herman, Edward McWade, Arthur Hoyt, Robert Warwick, Frank Jacquet, 
Stuart Holmes, William Haade, Maurice Cass, Charles Judels, Patric 
Knowles, Pat West, Frank Faylen, Carol Hodgins, Sam McDaniels, Don 
Barclay, Herman Bing. 

‘COWBOY FROM BROOKLYN,’ formerly titled ‘DUDE RANCHER,’ pro- | 


| Baldwin from play by Louis Pelletier, Jr., and Robert Sloane; photographed 


| by Arthur Edeson. 


Semels, Carlos De Valdez, Paul Irving, George Lloyd, John Picorri, George | 


Houston, Nick Thompson, Lupita Tovar, Fred Kohler, Rosina Galli. 
United Artists Pix Now in Production 


‘ALGIERS,’ produced by Walter Wanger: directed by John Cromwell: 
screen play by John Howard Lawson from Detective Ashiebe’s ‘Pepe le 


Moko’; additional dialog by James Cain; photographed by James Wong | 


Howe. Cast: Charles Boyer, Hedy LeMarr, Sigrid Gurie, Alan Hale, Joseph 
Calleia, Gene Lockhart, Stanley Fields, Joan Woodbury, Johnny Downs, 
Bert Roach, Ben Hall, Claudia Dell, Charles D. Brown, Nina Koshetz, Wal- 
ter Kingsford, Paul Harvey, Armand Kaliz, Robert Grieg, Leonid Kinskey. 


Universal 


—— 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
ere ee . 50 34 3 5 8 13 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews: 


‘LADY IN THE MORGUE,’ produced by Irving Starr: directed by Otis | Jpvinge . ] Lewis, Bruce Mitchell. 
Garrett; screen play by Eric Taylor and Robertson White from novel by | eee aeees vane Sew Seen 


Cast: Preston Foster, | 


Jonathan Latimer; photographed by Stanley Cortez. 
Patricia Ellis, Frank Jenks, Joseph Downing, Al Hill, James Robbins, Stan- 
ley Price, Gordon Hart, Tom Jackson, Minerva Urecal, Rolio Lioyd, Morgan 
rng Gordon Elliot, Bryant Burke, Corbet Morris, Ruth Fallows, Donald 
err. 
‘FLAMING FRONTIERS’ (serial), produced by Henry MacRae: directed 
by Ray Taylor and Alan James; screen play by Wyndham Gittens, George 


| Trowbridge, Melville Cooper, Joseph Crehan, Don Turner, Ethan Laidlaw, 


Cast: Dick Powell, Priscilla Lane, Pat O’Brien, Dick 
Foran, Ann Sheridan, Ronald Reagan, Hobart Cavanaugh, Emma Dunn, | 


| 

| 

duced by Lou Edelman; directed by Lloyd Bacon; screen play by Far! | 
Roselle Towne, 


Granville Bates, Grace Hayle, Dennie Moore, James 
Vaughn, Sam Hayes, May Boley, Johnnie Davis. Jimmy Fox, Elizabeth | 
Risdon, Jack Moore, James Nolan, William Davidson, Franklin Farnum, | 


Joe Hiestand, Ben Hendricks, Everett Vogan. 


‘CRIME SCHOOL,’ produced by Bryan Foy: directed by Lew Seiler; 
original screen play by Crane Wilbur; photographed by Arthur Todd. Cast: 
Humphrey Bogart, Gale Page, ‘Dead End’ Boys, Paul Porcasi, Helen McKel- 
ler, Dick Purcell, Weldon Heyburn, James B. Carson, Sybil Harris, Harry 
Cording, Charles Foy, Al Bridge, Cy Kendall, Vera Lewis, Milburn Stone, 
Alan Davis, Cliff Saum, Tom Wilson, Henry Otho, Jack Mower, Charles 


Joe Cunningham, Frank O'Connor, Jack Goodrich, Bobby Jordon. 


THE AMAZING DR. CLITTERHOUSE,’ produced by Robert Lord; di- 
rected by Anatole Litvak; screen play by John Wexley and John Huston; 
from play by Barre Lyndon; photographed by Tony Gaudio. Cast: Edward 
G. Robinson, Claire Trevor, Humphrey Bogart, Allen Jenkins, Gale Page, | 
Donald Crisp, Maxie Rosenbloom, Curt Bois, Bert Hanlon, Ward Bond, 
Vladimir Sokoloff, Robert Homans, Romaine Callender, Winifred Harris, 
Donald Briggs, Libby Taylor, Mike Lally, Frank Anthony, Joyce Williams, | 


William Worthington, Edward Mortimer, Larry Steers, Edward Gargan, | 


Thomas Jackson, Georgie Cane, Loia Chaney, Mary Fields, William Haade, 


‘BOY MEETS GIRL,’ produced by Sam Bischoff; directed by Lloyd Ba- 


' con; screen play by Sam and Bella Spewack from their play; photographed 


H. Plymton, Basil Dickey and Paul Perez, from Peter B. Kvne's ‘The Tie | 


That Binds’; photographed by Jerry Ash. Cast: Johnny Mack Brown, 
Eleanor Hansen, Charles Middleton, Fddy Waller, James Blaine. Horace 
Murphy, Roy Barcroft, Ralph Bowman, John Rutherford, Ed Cassidy, Wil- 
liam Royle, Charles King, Karl Hackeit, Charles Stevens, Chief Thunder 
Cloud, Ralph Bowman, Michael Slade, Jim Farley, Jim Corey, Pat O'Brien, 
Bob Woodward, George Plues, Jack Saunders, Frank Straubringer. 

‘AIR DEVILS,’ formerly titled ‘THE FIGHTING MARINES,’ produced 
by Trem Carr; directed by John Rawlins; screen play by Harold Buckley 
and George Waggner; original by Harold Buckley; photographed by Harry 
Neumann. Cast: Dick Purcell, Beryl Wallace, Larry Blake, Mamo Clark, 
Minerva Urecal, Charles Brokaw, Forbes Murray, Roy Mason, Paul Sutton, 
Al Kikume, Billy Wayne, Michael Visaroff. 

‘THE DEVIL’S PARTY,’ formerly titled ‘HELL’S KITCHEN,’ formerly 
titled ‘RIOT PATROL,’ formerly titled ‘HELL’S KITCHEN HAS A PANTRY,’ 
produced by Edmund Grainger; directed by Ray McCarey: screen play by 
Roy Chanslor from original by Borden Chase: photographed by Milton 
Krasner. Cast: Victor McLaglen, Paul Kelly, William Gargan, John Gal- 
laudet. Beatrice Roberts, Joe Downing, Frank Jenks, Ed Gargan, Scotty 
Beckett, Mickey Rentschler, Dickie Jones, Tommy Bupp, Juanita Quigley. 

‘SUSPICION,’ produced by Edmund Grainger; directed by James Whale; 


screen play by Myles Connolly; photographed by George Robinson. Cast: 
Warren William, Gail Patrick, Constance Moore, William Lundigan, Lillian 


Yarbo, Cecil Cunningham, Milburn Stone, Minerva Urecal, Grace Hayle, 
James Flavin, Edward Stanley. 
Universal Pix Now in Production _ 

‘THE RAGE OF PARIS,’ produced by B. G. De Sylva: directed by 
Henry Koster; original story and screen play by Bruce Manning and Felix 
Jackson Koster photographed by Joseph Valentine. Cast: Danielle Dar- 
rieux, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Mischa Auer, Helen Broderick. Louis Hay- 
ward, Mary Forbes. Joyce Bryant. Howard Hickman, Harry Davenport, 
Ethelreda Leopold, Mitzi Vehlain, Vivian Mason, Leonard Mudie, Charles 
Coleman. 

‘LETTER OF INTRODUCTION,’ produced and directed by John M. 
Stahl; no writing credits as yet released: photographed by Karl Freund. 
Cast: Adolphe Menjou, Edgar Bergen and ‘Charlie McCarthy,’ George 
Murphy, Andrea Leeds. Rita Johnson, Eve Arden, Ann Sheridan. replacing 
Gail Patrick, Donald Barry, Philip Trent, Ernest Cossart, May Boley, 
Natalie Moorhead. 

‘WESTERN TRAILS,’ produced by Trem Carr: directed by George Wagg- 
ner; original screen play by Harry O. Hoyt; photographed by Harry Neu- 
Inann. Cast: Bob Baker. Marjorie Reynolds, Carlyle Moore, Jr., Franko 
Corsaro, John Ridgeley, Don Barclay, Jack Kennedy. 


by Sol Polito. Cast: James Cagney, Ralph Bellamy, Marie Wilson, Pat 
O'Brien, Penny Singleton, Frank McHugh, Dennie Moore, Dick Foran, John 
Ridgeley, Harry Seymour, Bert Hanlon, Otto Fries, Bruce Lester, George 
Hickman, Cliff Saum, William Haade, Clem Bevans, Hal K. Dawson, Peggy 
Moran, Janet Shaw, John Harron. 

‘MR. CHUMP,’ produced by Bryan Foy: directed by William Clemens; 
screen play by George Bricker and N. W. Hanneman; photographed by Ar- 


thur Edeson. Cast: Johnny Davis. Lola Lane, Penny Singleton, Donald 
Briggs, Larry Williams, Chester Clute, Margaret Lindsay, Jane Bryan, 


Spencer Charters. 

‘IN EVERY WOMAN'S LIFE,’ formerly titled ‘MY BILL,’ produced by 
Bryan Foy; directed by John Farrow; screen play by Vincent Sherman 
from play by Tom Barry, ‘Covrage’; photographed by Sid Hickox. Cast: 
Kay Francis. Anita Louise, Dickie Moore, Bonita Granville, Bobby Jordan, 
Elizabeth Risdon, Maurice Murphy, Henry Otho, Pat O'Malley, Bernice 
Pilot. Sidney Bracv. Virginia Brissac. Lottie Williams, Walter Young, Her- 
bert Rawlinson, Jan Holm, Tommy Bupp, Jerry Tucker, Don Hulbert. 

Warners Pix Now in Production 

‘GARDEN OF THE MOON,’ produced by Lou Edelman: directed by 
Busby Berkeley; screen play by Richard Macauley and Jerry Wald from 
the SatEvePost serial by H. Bedford Jones and John Barton; photographed 
by Tony Gaudio. Cast: Pat O’Brien, John Wayne, Margaret Lindsay, 
Jimmy Fidler, Johnnie Davis, Melville Cooper, Isabel Jeans, Curt Bois, 
Granville Bates, Penny Singleton, Rosella Towne, Joe Venuta, Ray Mayer, 
Jerry Colonna, John Hiestand, Jack Mower, John Harron, Mabe! Todd, Den- 
nie Moore, Edward McWade, Edgar Edwards, John Ridgeley, Mira McKin- 
ney. Harry Seymour, Larry Williams, Lew Harvey, Thomas Pogue, Jack 
Richardson, Charles Marsh, Harry Fox, Ralph Dunn, Sarah Edwards. 

‘VALLEY OF THE GIANTS’ (in Technicolor), produced by Lou Edel- 
man: directed by William Keighley; screen play by Seton I. Miller; from 
novel by Peter B. Kyne; photographed by Sol Polito; Alan Davey in charge 
of Technicolor. Cast: Wayne Morris, Claire Trevor, Charles Bickford, Jack 
LaRue, John Litel. Frank McHugh. Donald Crisp, Russell Simpson, Dick 
Purcell, William Haade, Cy Kendall, Nat Carr, Wade Boteler, Helen Mac- 
Kellar, Sol Gross, Don Turner, Tom Wilson, Cliff Saum, William Pawley, 
Frederick Burton, Pierre Watkins, Herbert Rawlinson, Trevor Bardette, 
Paul Panzer, Jack Mower, George Chandler, Frank Darien, Don Barclay, 
Spencer Charters, Ben Hendricks. 

‘RACKET BUSTERS,’ produced by Sam Bischoff; directed by Lloyd Ba- 
con; screen play by Warren Duff and Robert Rossen; original story by Rob- 
ert Rossen and Leonardo Bercovici; photographed by Arthur Edeson 
Cast: Geo. .e Brent, Gloria Dickson, Humphrey Bogart, Allen Jenkins, 
Oscar O’Shea, Robert Strange, Jack Mower, Cliff Saum, Vera Lewis, Penny 
Singleton, Walter Abel, Joseph Downing. 

‘SISTER ACT,’ formerly titled ‘BECAUSE OF A MAN,’ produced by 
Benjamin Glazer; directed by Michael Curtiz: screen play by Julius J 
Epstein from novel by Fannie Hurst: photographed by Ernest Haller. Cast 
Jeffrey Lynn, Lola, Priscilla and Rosemary Lane, May Robson, Claude 
Rains, Gale Page, Jules Garfield, Dick Foran, Frank McHugh. 


RCA’S 


NET AT $1,437,800 


Radio Corp. of America’s first 
quarter net profit ending March 31 
totalled $1,437,800, as compared with 
$2,243,057 in initial quarter last year. 
Gross income from all -sources in 
the first three-month period placed 
at $22,630,568 against $25,109,349 
in first quarter of 1937. Deductions 
for added taxes and operating ex- 
penses accounted for much of the 
dip in net income. 

Keith-Albee-Orpheum 


as 


net profit, 


after charges, excepting on undis- 
tributed profits, dipped about $176,- 
000 in the first quarter of 1938 as 
compared with the first 13 weeks 
last year. Statement issued last 
week showed net profit at $336,594, 
or $5.23 per preferred share for 13 
weeks ended April 2 as compared 
with $512,803, or $7.97 on preferred 
in 1937 K-A-O showed net profit 
$1,136,554 for the 52 weeks ending 
April 2, or $17.67 on 64,304 shares 


of preferred. 

B. F. Keith net 
$190,000 in the first 
April 2 as against 


dropped nearly 
13 weeks ending 
the same period 


last year. The net profit, after all 
charges, excepting surtax on undis- 
tributed profits, totale i $196,646 in 
the April quarter as compared with 
$383,862 in similar period of 1937. 

The net profit for 52 weeks ending 
April 2 amounted to $862,812 afiec 
all charges excepting irtax on une 
| distributed profits. 

Profits of American Seating Co. 


dipped approximately $130,000 in the 
first quarter ended March 31 as com- 
| pared with the initial period last 
year. Company statement last 
week revealed loss of $30,051, after 
tax-s and charges, as against a profit 
of $100,896 in the March quarter of 


| 1937. The loss reported for the first 
three months this year compares 


with profit of 46c. per common share 
in the 1937 quarter. 

Madison Square Garden surprised 
its stockholders last week by cutting 


'a $1 dividend melon, as against con- 


siderably less amounts that have 
been declared in recent quarterly 
periods. Corporation already had 


paid 20c. this year, so that the $1 
divvy makes a total of $1.20 either 


|paid or declared payable already 


this year. In contrast to this, Madi- 


| Stephenson, Harry Barris, Candida, Kay Johnson, Cliff Saum, Dorothy | °°? Square paid only 75c. throughout 


1937. 


Gasoline Sweepstakes 
Denting Theatre Banko 


Cleveland, May 3. 

Banknite and bingo operators are 
ironically yipping about the ‘unfair 
competition” of service _ station 
sweepstakes, which are making a 
definite dent on theatre crowds. Gag 
was launched by Pocahontas gas sta- 
tions which have been awarding 
prizes running up to $400 weekly on 
drawings of auto license numbers. 
| Standard Oil and two other com- 
| panies stepped into battle by hiking 
| prizes to $1,000 weekly and $5,000 
| in the final saw-off. 
| Nabe exhibitors, complaining they 
| couldn't equal such high pots, have 
| noticed that lotta their regular cus- 


tomers are now buying extra gas 
instead of banko theatre tickets. Re- 
ult of pressure was that Better Busi- 


ness Bureau charged oil companies 
with violating the Jaw throuch such 
sales promotion, City’s law directors 
are now checking on legal aspects 


to stop the Good-Will Merchandisers, 
Inc., managed by John M. Kumler of 
Chicago, which has franchise on 
‘Gas Sweepstakes.’ 


GN’s Condor Pic 


Hollywood, May 3. 
Grand 


National plans to take over 
Condor’s unfinished ‘King of the 
Sierras,’ subject to changes and re- 
editing, for $25 900. Amount nee led 
to complete the film is estimated at 
$6,000. 

Picture Wa tied un in C yndor’s 
bankruptcy action after $42,500 had 
been spent on production. It was 
pledged with several negatives as 
security for a loan from the Au- 
tomatic Products Corp 

No Color for ‘Rat’ 
Hollywood, May 3 

Narners picked ‘The Desert Song’ 

instead of ‘Brother Rat’ as the sece 


ond of it two Technicolor features. 
Other tinter is ‘Valley of the Giants.’ 

In addition, four Technicolor shorta 
are being readied under supervision 


; of Gordon Hollingshead, 


OT ERIE LOY 


ae 


eet 





mem — 
SRE 


ee ee 
P , 


A Fa St 








































VARIETY Wednesday, May 4, 1938 


~ 

















Producers 


A PROTEST FROM YOUR BRITISH MARKET 








Your London distributors by playing politics are imposing 


yet another handicap on your product in foreign markets 


At secret meetings in London The Kinematograph Ren- 
ters Society have set up a dictatorship to grade your 
features into two price classes. 


This secret "grading" degrades a large percentage of 
product- your PRODUCT-INTO THE LOWER BRACKETS. 


Were you consulted? Certainly the theatre owners of 
Great Britain were not. 


This “grading applies rigidly to all sections of the 
country regardless of variations in local conditions and 
tastes — as if New York and El Paso, Pittsburgh and Jack- 
sonville could all be treated alike. 


We, The Cinematograph Exhibitors Association, repre- 
senting 4,350 picture theatres (95 per cent of the cine- 
mas in the United Kingdom, your biggest foreign market) 
oppose this unethical selling combine because it de- 


creases your share, decreases our share and decreases 
theatre attendances. 


We, The Cinematograph Exhibitors Association, are 
determined that this thing called "grading" shall not 
happen. 


Issued by the 


CINEMATOGRAPH_ EXHIBITORS ASSOCIATION 
OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND 


2/1 Panton Street 
London, S. W. 
England 
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Film Reviews 





Law of the Underworld 


(Continued from page 15) 


tive, the directiv and the acting. 
Scene follows scene in the hack- 


neyed manner and the fans can’t go 
wrong in guessing what's going to 
happen next. But, despite all these 
elements, the film packs enough in- 


about his treason to her, but 
Elizabeth will die. Orloff takes his 
own men and tries to free her, but 
is caught. Catherine then has pleas- 
ure of sentencing them both to death. 

Annie Vernay is on her way to the 


that 


;about the only piece of action, and | top. She is still too young to handle 


terest to make it a worthy candidate | 


for a twin setup. 

What motivates the recital are a 
couple of enamored kids, Anne Shir- 
levy and Richard Bond, who inno- 
cently get themselves mixed up 
with a holdup mob which is master- 
minded by a guy with upperworld 


connections (Chester Morris). The 
plot is brought to a boil when one 
of the gang (Ciannelli) defies Morris 


and leadershi» and_ shoots 


orders 


down a clerk n a jewelry-store 
stick-up. An inside squeal leads to 
the arrest of the two kid while a 
bank order incriminates Morris. The 
kids are identified as decoys in the 
robbery and when it comes to the 


question of letting them take the rap 
mob 


or confessing his affiliation, 

Morris chooses the latter course. 
Morris makes the most out of his 

conventionalized role, Ciannelli 


exudes plenty menace as the rebel- 
gunmen, Anne Shirley does 
the assignment of registcr- 


IOUS 
okay by 


ing sustained fright. Walter Abel 
projects a special prosecutor of the 
Tom Dewev type with interesting 
results, while Lee Patrick fits in 


cop-tipping moll 
Odec. 


CATTLE RAIDERS 


(WITH SONGS) 


snugliv as the 


’ i ise ‘ Ilenry T D t 
P ' , Sturs Charles Starrett, [eile 
tu s Donald Grayson, Iris Meredith Dick 
du \ n j Dire ] by Sain 
Nelson Story rol r Blangsted adape- 
tation i] h EF Poland and Whd Karl 
Repp 1) Fant pho phy, 
doln » nn } hy Nolan \ ( ntral 
N \ iia ek April 2Y, °38 Kunning 
t >, Ol s 
Vom ] , ia e Starrett 
Slim Grayson sha bee a ee i n 
PIGnce. GAPASEONs «<< ieesdéesase tri Meredith 
Bed MEGRO. 6 oc ci eceaceersoensd Dick Curtis 
$s » n IB. cecccecece Allen Brook 
Jahn Reynolds, .cccccceces Ikkdward LeSaint 
Bu Fingscacdeseaeesedenes Mddie Cobb 
Brand Geo Chescbhro 
1» ("one bice stds auendesess hd Coxen 
ROG. 0 c0sc 0000004000 0085 06445 Steve Clas 
POUS. 6 6.0b64 008560 00's ee aeeus Art Mix 
PASM. ce cccrcaceereceeteveseuss Clem Horton 
BARVGS 2s ces acceteieawsncoecaes Alan Sea 
Sherif Had Peil, Sr 

and the Sons of the VPioncers 


Nothing distinguishes ‘Cattle Raid- 


ers’ from run-of-the-mill cow coun- 
try drama, but, with Charlie Star- 
rett, Donald Grayson, some songs 


and a fair measure of action to help 


it along, the results should be satis- 
factory, in spite of the hackneyed 
story. A little slow at times, the -pic- 


ture also suffers from a tendency to 
@isregard romantic interest. 

Deals with the efforts of Starrett 
fo clear himself from suspicion in 
connection with the murder of a 
eheriff. finally achieved through 
matching of bullets coming from the 
game gun. In between, Grayson and 
a group of cowboys, billed as Sons 
of the Pioneers, do several songs, in- 
eluding ‘Happy Cowboy,’ ‘Welcome 
to the Spring’ and ‘This Ain’t the 
Same Old Range.’ They are typical 
of numbers turned out for westerns, 
but listen agreeably. Grayson has a 
pretty good voice. 

Some carelessness figures as to de- 
tail and action. Near to an 


| divorce. 


that’s handled badly. The girl just 
drives on the wrong side of 
street, although in full possession of 
her faculties. 

Zoltan Gregus is a thoroughly bad 
villain; Imre Raday is 
good hero, and Klari 
veritable Snow White. 


Tolnay is a 
It’s all quite 


literal. Not much to the backgrounds | 


stuff. 


BAR DU SUD 


(‘Southern Bar’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 


or camera Shan, 


Paris, April 18 
( yenie Franea le Distributton das 
t ) ide Ba rp lu 
' s ( i ‘ iu I tur Tania 
I rand Jean ind. Dire di by Henri 
bFescout scree iy by Jacques (ha- 
\guel; mu Henri Ver- 
nv Normand Paris. Running 
' Rt) 
\ 1 Tania 1 Tean 
, ( + | x, Joe 
J a J 1 Ap ane 
‘ mh 


(In French) 
This is Charles Vanel again as a 
tough colonial officer and everybody 


but the villains shouting ‘Viva la 
France.’ It has plenty in it to make | 
the grade, and with the patriotic 
angle calmed down a little it might 
go as anotner arms smuggling pic 
abroad Acting for the most part Is 
,00d and the story moves exception- 
ally well for a French pic. On the 


whole it’s moderate entertainment, 
but possesses nothing of really ex- 
traordinary 

Action place in northern 
Africa, where Vanel is a captain in 
the colonial intelligence = service. 
Jean Galland, as a super-super arms 
smuggler has begun running guns to 
natives. He goes to Africa and 
he sends his wife, Tania Fedor, on 


Lac 
takes 


the 


the trail of Vanel to find out what 
he knows. 

She is unaware of her husband's 
business, believing his cover—that 
he is looking for oil. Vanel, how- 


outsmarts the wife and makes 
her suspicious of her husband’s busi- 
ness. She listen~ in on a conversa- 
tion between Galland and one of his 
lieutenants to confirm her suspicions. 
She then refuses to work for either 


ever, 


side, only biding her time until she | 


back to France and get a 

She does, however, see 
often enough to fall in love 
with him. Ultimately, Vanel gets 
the smuggling evidence, Galland 
commits suicide and his wife re- 
turns to France. 

Vanel is perfectly at home in a 
role like this. He might improve 
his horsemanship, but otherwise he 
is an officer to the brim. Tania 
Fedor is sufficient, but could have 
gotten much more out of her role. 
Jean Galland, with the exception of 
one or two spots, is thoroughly cone 
vincing. Lucien Galas and Lucas- 
Gridoux are both excellent in 


Can go 


Vanel 


| parts of racketeers of long standing. 


| become 


unin- | 


tended laugh is the manner in which | 


Starrett upsets a flock of captors, 
Buns drawn, and escapes unscratched. 
It gets a little absurd, but the mus- 
tanger addicts usually make liberal 
allowances. 

Starrett is a little posey at times, 
but is the he-man type the western 
fans like. In Curtis the picture has 
a very striking heavv. He emanates 
plenty of menace. The girl is Iris 


Meredith. another who suffers the 
commonplace expedient of having | 
horses run away with her. Allen 


Brook plays Starrett’s brother well 
enough. Char. 


Az En Lanyom Nem Olyan 


(My Daughter Is Different’) 
(I"UNGARIAN MADE) 


Danubia release of Ferene P! produce 
tion (Harmonia). Stars Julius Kabos int 
Tiuray Directed by Laszlo Vaida From 


Play by Kalman Csatho; scenarist, Karoly 





N ti; music, Sandor Szlatinas At Mod- 
ern, N. Y., week April 29, ’38. tunning 
time, 78 mins 

Ir, Peter Hubay Gabor Rajnay 
Gizi, hi Witt Ella Gombasszogi 
fiitta, the P ..Klari Tolna 
Tnele Bela... : Julius Kabos 
Aunt Annie Daa what sae Mariska Vizvary 
Sando ebeede Imre 1 lay 
Fe Foltan CG ' 
Katinka Ida ‘uray 


(In Hungarian; No English Titles) 

Minus English titles, this Hun- 
farian-made is strictly for the Mag- 
yar trade. Yarn is about a nice girl, 


innocently involved with a _ rotter. 


She pouts. and her huff causes an 
auto accident that lands her in jail. 
Neighbors talk, but her aunt's favor- 
ite young man knows the girl is 


oKay, so he weds her. That's the 
fadeout. 
Acting is not spontaneous. Direc- 


tion Julius Kabos, Ida Turay 
and others prove that drunks can be 
amusing in any language. The pic- 


ture as a whole is too talky. The 
es 


s0-SO. 


| 


Direction and photography are both 
on the better side. 

French producers are using the 
African theme more and more, 
realizing that it is the only place 
they can situate tough wide-open- 
spaces dramas like this. France 
itself is too thickly populated, and 
there are no natives to fight with. 
More than likely this territory will 
the wild west of French 
films. Hugo. 


Orloff and Tarakanova 


(WITH SONGS) 
(FRENCH MADE) 


Paris, April 25. 


Distributeurs Associes release of Nero- | 


Chronos Films production, Features Pierre- 
Richard Willm, Annie Vernay and Suzy 
Prim. Dire l by Fedor Ozep. Screenplay 
by Companecz and Jacoby; music, Ricardo 
Y.andenat imera (‘urt Courant At the 
Olympia, Paris Khunning time, 95 mins, 
(a Pierre-Richard Willm, Annie 
Vernay, Suzy Wrim, Roger Karl, Abel 
Jacquin, Bergeron, Janine Merrey, Paulais, 


(In French) 

This is headed for big grosses here 
and with a little scissor work it 
should go well in the U. S. As it 
stands, it is one of the best French 
efforts viewed recently, but it’s too 
long and too slow for Yank con- 
sumption. Story is by no means un- 
usual, but the interpretation makes 


the film. Produced by the makers of 


‘Maverling,’ the pic shows the same 


| crafty handling of a similar subject, 


Great of Russia 


ish on a deserted thoroughfare is ' 


because Pierre-Richard 
from being a Charles 


but suffers 
Willm is far 
Bover. 
Annie 
Elizabeth 


Vernay plays the role of 
Tarakanova, who claims 
she is the granddaughter of Peter the 
and heiress to the 
Russian throne. She has her court in 
Venice, supported by the ambitious 
Prince Radziwill (Roger Karl). 
Catherine II of Russia (Suzy Prim) 
‘nd ¢ lover Admiral Count 

ierre-Richard Willm) to 

bring Elizabeth to Russia 
1 dispose of her. Orloff 
meets Elizabeth and they fall in love. 
Orloff’s men take them to Russia. 

Before they reach St. Petersburg, 


however, Orloff is allowed his liberty 


<< 
—— 
> D 
— 


ind returns to Catherine II a hero. | 


rr lenrency 


He begs f for Elizabeth 
but Catherine learns of love 
affair and tells Orloff she will forget 


) their 


the | 


a precisely | 


the | 


adult roles, but in parts like this she 
is first-rate. Her work is consistently 
good throughout the pic and at times 
| it borders on brilliancy. She lacks 
neither looks nor ability. Her big- 
gest drawback in this pic is being co- 
starred with Pierre-Richard Willm. 
Although he tries hard. Willm can- 


not hit the happy medium, either 
under or overacting every scene. 
i usually the latter. He has a good 
draw locally, however, and will do 
his share in helping the pic pull 


Suzy Prim does a magnificent job as 
the cold-blooded Catherine II. 


Film was made in Venice yiving 
plenty of good scenery for the ex- 
teriors. Camera work is generally 
excellent Stirring ait ‘Elizabet 
sung by her supporter helps c1 te 
atmosphere of royalty and pomp 


Hugo. 


Dee Kraft Phun Leben 


(‘The Power of Life’) 
(YIDDISH MADE) 
(WITH SONGS) 


Produced and dir ted vw Henrv Tvn 
Stars Michal Michalesko Play nd ser n- 
cript by Isidor Zolotarefs} (a M 
ms Strassberg, Charlotte Go tein, B ha 
llart, M } ‘ j , Ab x am 
Josephson, So J hse \ \ \ 

N Y \ Ap ae Ss ne 
1) m 


(In Yiddish. with English Titles) 
Cheap, elementary lrama, ama- 
teurishly produced It's all dialog 


and no action Of no contributory 


worth to the Yiddish theatre and 
worthless elsewhere. Weepy and lit- 
eral about the ingratitude of chil- 


dren to parents. Michal Michalesko, 


Yiddish tragedian, might as well 
have been monologing. He sings 
}too, and not so bad. 

! Michalesko is a pappy who steals 
from his employer in order to save 


his intended son-in-law from prison. 
| Pappy goes to jail, his kids forget 
and ignore him, he is freed and they 


|avoid him. so he ups and sells an 
linvention he has been working on 
for years and makes a comeback. | 


Meanwhile the children have 
}come contrite and everything winds 
up okay. 

It’s all over-acted. 
era work very bad. 


Sets and cam- 


Shan, 


AZ ELCSERELT EMBER 


| 

| (‘The Man Who Was Exchanged’) 
| (HUNGARIAN MADE) 
Budapest, April 23. 
| Terra lease 

| 


| production, Hunnia release, made 
at Hunnia Studivs, Budapest Directed by 
Victor Gertler. Adapted from  Adorjan 
Bonyi's play. Producer, Peter Bafusz. Pro 
du m manager, Luszlo Vince 
Peter Benedek } . 
Istvain Pongra ( seececees Fere Kiss 
. areereri re cs Seeccoscc markt Dayka 
Uncle Tamas. .ccecccoseoses ..G4;ero Maly 
Aunt FORM. sccccccocesscacer WOsko Vaataty 
CRO PRICK. cccosiccecscsoes Bela Mihalsffy 
Sbneene kKahizabeth Simor 


BUSA DCtR. cccceces 


(In Hungarian) 

War picture that deviates from the 
usual cliche and is distinctly above 
the average of Hungarian films. 
Very successful as a stage play some 


extraordinary resemblance of two 
men and the resulting 
made credible and interesting by 
Ferene Kiss’ splendid performance 
on the screen. 

Benedek, who doesn’t treat his 
charming young wife any too well 
land fiirts with a merry widow, meets 
jin the front line of trenches a man 
;who is extraordinarily like him in 
|looks. but not in character: Istvan 
Pongracz. They make friends, and 
jare side by side when the shrapnel 
i}bursts, which kills Benedek and 
lleaves Pongracz shell-shocked, 
memory lost. Their name-plates are 
exchanged by a curious coincidence, 
and Pongracz is home to the 
family of his dead friend Benedek to 
take his place, since everyone be- 
lieves that it is Pongracz who is dead 
and Benedek who lives. 

Even Anna, the wife, is 
by the likeness 
‘her convalescent husband is so much 
i'more gentle and tender than he used 
lto be. When the exchanged man 
gradually recovers his memory, he 
realizes mistake, but lacks the 
strength and cruelty to tell the truth 
to Benedek's wife. whom he _ ha 





sent 


taken in 


the 


igrown to love He confides in the 
parish priest. who manages to per- 
form the marriage ritual without 
igiving away the show, and even 


Pongracz’ mother, happy to know 


that her son lives, agrees to mourn 
him all her life and to meet him 
}only as her son’s friend. 

Comedy relief of this reversed ver- 
sion of the Enoch Arden story af- 


as a funny uncle and au 
plays the difficult doub'e fF 
mirably. he i imvle and sincere. 
Margit Davka is tl fe A bit 


“in place Who Was Ex- 


forded by Maly and Piroska Vaszary, 
t 
) 


~ 


e 


| ta 
SiIOW 1n 
change’ is, on the whole, a very 


creditable productior Jacobi 


Jack Flauige~’s Polities 


Tulsa, May 3 
Jack Flanigan, minagver f the 
Majestic here, has filed for Tul 
county legislative post No. 7 
Flanigan is a forme lent f 
| Notre Dame. ha tudied Te ] 
and is making h first political ver 
} ture, 


be- | 


years ago, the curious story of the, 


exchange is | 





VARIETY 


Incorporations 


NEW YORK 


Albany 
Victory Enterprises, Ine., Manhattan; 
amusement resorts of all kinds; capital 
Kk, YOO shares, no par value Direc- 
tor Beniamin E, Jackson, 1205 Col- 
leg venue, Bronx; Henr I Kessler 
711 W 106th street: Teon Heller, 67 W. 
44th street New Yor] 
Sterling Amusement Corp... Yonkers; 
realt theatrical business; capital stock, 
oO shares, no par value Directors 
Paul Milst n, Nathan Dechter, Norman 
Lyons, 11 W 42nd street, New York, 
Pannoramic Radio Corp., N Yor) 
radio business capital ton 7.900 
har 000 preferred $100 par value 
} : 
iward | rb ‘ ) 
( Riehter, 1 HI 


Y 


Vivadou Vending Machine Corp., 


| YT) 
’ alt I> \ \ i 
14 \ 1 | 
( 4 I 
ine Vet Kepertory Company Ine 
\1 tat : the tr bh i 
) I p } I 
ye 
\ Herbert I lman y W. 40th 
t N Yor! 
Network Features, Ine... Mar ttar 
theatrical business capital Str ran 
par v i” Director Ila 
I, n (filin 1 ’ ’ Avn I, 
tn h M é 70 Seventh avenue New 
Yor 
Neoustle Consullants, Tae., Ny Yor) 
t mad f minds, tal ne mact 
‘ ’ sv HON Bin l ilue 
’ 1. = \\ ] ) x 
I> ar | 4 W } 
] = i ) i I 
Yor 
livpar Kealty Corp... M u7 t 
‘ il busine capital » ‘ig 000 
1009 par value 1 ' 
tubin 725 K 18th t KB 
nja t R Raphae 1490 : lohn 
Jos K Abruz a) Ss dam 
*! , > mn 
Ltivases Kaye Corp., Manhattan the 
il busines capital stock nn 
no par valu Directo David 
l } ’ Wed n Dorotl W 
| \\ th stre New York ( lin I 
Sol ! Satie address filin it 
tornevs.) 
Enamel Terrazo, Ine., Manhattan: art 
lass for theatres et« Capital stock, 
00 shares no par value Directors: 
Louis Scher 1510 Ocean Parkway: H 
dney Landau D2 Kt ie) treet 
Rrookivn ‘vivia Brody, 883 Fairmont 
Place Bronx 
Malcolm Browne Pictures Corp., New 
York: theatrical enterprises and motion 
pieture business capital  stoek, 100 
shares, no par value Directors Pearl 
Portnoy, Henrietta Schwart Marwell 
‘tettner, 1450 Broadway New York 
(Godfrev J Jaffe, same address, filing 


attorney.) 
Robott! Accordion Academy, Inc., New 





York; manufacture and deal in musical 
Instruments; capital stock, $20,000 $100 
par value Directors: Anna Robottl, | 
m2 Oakley street Bronx Joseph 
Robotti 1578 Broadway, New York; 
Mary Carretta,. 31-78 36th street, Astoria, 

Triboro Amusement Corp., Manhattan: 
theatrical business: capital stoc] $20,000: 
$100 par value Directors Kdwin W. 
Rowland 47 W fh5th street Gertrude 
Cohn and Harry Rosenberg, 1501 Broad 
wav, New York 

George W. Clarke, Ine., Manhattan 
t -atrical business: capital atoch 190 
shares, no par value Directors: George 
W. Clarke, Hotel Astor Jerry Finkel 
atelin 935 Park avenne Harold L, 
Cowin, 1 Cedar street, New York 

Greece Amusement, Ine., Rochester; 
theatrical business, et: capital atock, 


‘00 shares, no par value Directors: 
Raymond Fetzner, 2365 Lidge Road; 
Harley Clarke, 25°71 Ridge Road: Thomas 
Ransom, R2 Alerton street, West 
tochester, N. Y. 

Amp Recording Studios, Ine., Manhat- 


tan; recording of sounds, etc.; capital 
stock, 190 shares, no par value. Direc- 
tors: Louis 8S. Aldrich, Ann Levy, 
Margaret Havemann, 321 W. 44th street, 
Naw Yor} (Warner Bros, Pictures, 
filed papers.) 

Wax Museum, JIne., Manhattan; ex- 
| hibition In war figures, ete.; capital 


his | 


and happy because | 


stock, 5.990 shares; 2.990 preferred, no 


value, and 3.000 common, $10 par value. 
Directors John M, Murtagh, 762 River- 
side drive New York; Francis D. | 
Laverett, 269 Dwight street, Jersey City, | 
N. J.; John D. Kernan, Jr., Nyack, N. Y. 

Iou-Bril, Ine., Manhattan; theatrical 
business; capital stock, 200 shares, no 
par Value Joirectors Eirniiv Stein- 
hardt, Irving S Rosenblum Josef HH. 
Singer, O21 Fifth avenue, New York. 


(Bernard J Gardner, same address, 


filing attorney 

Facape This Night Productions, Ine., 
Manhattan; theatr il business; capital 
stock, 190 shares, no par value Direc- 
tors Martha Litman K79 Lenox road; 
Kita Zwilling, 1497 Carroll street, Frrosk 
Ivn Casasrell Greenberg, 5 Met ellan 
street, Bronx. (Fitelson & Mayers, 608 
Fifth avenue, New Yor ) 

Kandall Ave. Theatre Corp., Prong: 
‘apital stock, 290 shares, no par value 
Directors Ruth Weinberg, Eva Schlos- 


berg, Ethel Kesselman, 220 Fifth ave 
nue Ney Yor! 
Prank FT. Dyer, 


rding mac 


Ine., New Yor) 
hines, e capital 
00 shares, no. par sine 
rank J. Dyer, 4 Kalph 
Evelyn Abrains, 195 FE. 41st 
Y 


sound 
stock, 
Directors 
Steinberg, 
sireet, New 
Duplicate Co 
Aur ate f f 


lor Corp., Manhattan; 


t 4 of llrns, @ Capital stock 
1’) shares no pur value Directors 
kirnanuel Brooks, Sara tevin, Loretta V 
Rrvan, 17 KE 42nd ' t New York 
fixendell & Herzog, same address, filing 
attorney.) 

Filok Amusement Corp., Kings: capital 
atock, "OO shares no Oar value Dbiree- 
tors Win. LL. Kelle, Klizabeth R. Kelle, 
411 I rhith Avenue Broo! ' Nathan 


hoenberg 1450 HBrondwa vw York 


Casa Manana Productions, Ine. New 
rk; thents business ipital atock 
) 4 res no par va e I ‘ a 
1 tai I 127 biret ave M 
’ l vi , str . Ne York 
i" 4 riir l Sohenect 1 ave 1* 
Brook (ifs t. John, Abramaon 
& x“ " ! . .* } , Bi sad Yo k 
Aling attorneys.) 
5 Boro Theatre Clreult, Ine } un 
' wt ‘ al sth aD alia . 
mm par clus Dire a ett. 
hnelder William = Per ; Harry 
{,e les) 16 Court atree ltr ‘Klvn 
M trausberg, same dress, filing 
rney.) 
G@. N.S. Productlons, Ine... Manhattoar 
atrical enterpr mbital miock, 100 
shares ) 7 ! 1» " Ros 
lad { {3 8. Eotl I> . 5 
44th air x Vo (Jt. J ‘56 
add 4, filling attorne ) 


Change of Capital 
(itarcet Theatres Corp... 
) par 


,eiue, 


and GU,UOU , » o19 


A eee 
par value to 8.0900 share 000 pree 
ed $100 oar value and 12,900 yrike 


non, no par value 


Change of Name 
Slumstein’s 


Fordham, Ine., Bronk, to 


Fayv'’s Fordham, Tne. Clachman & Gold- 
smith #1 Broadway, Ne York lling 
afttorn 5) 
Dissolutions 

Aricinema Vilm Exehange, tae. New 
Yor (1 Ison & \Iu rs, Hus tifth 
avenue afttornes ) 

_ F Film Corp... N Yor) 3 
Spring, 444 Madison avenue, attorney.) 

Translucent) Displays, Ine. N York 
cw KB Ds ner ho ; 1 . ‘ 


Statement and Designation 


Musle Corp. of Amerlea, 100 W orm 
+ t VA ' > ’ " a 
ness wpitu sn ” sien ar 
rlue l Rn I. president 
Y i I ’ ie 
Surrender of Authority 
Missle Corp of America a a 
Toaept advir n atree 
ako, tf kK s4ee) 
CALIFORNIA 
SH mmento 
Studio Amusements, Tne.: shatir rinks 
i ta ato 100) shin no par per- 
i to j ' sf res Directors: 
! t;rau ul Ru 1 DD tia t I tf 
Hawle I A rofner Alfred Painter 
at 1 t rater 1 sunt 
Slerra Broadcasting Co.; ipital atock, 
AD) hare ! 1 iD 11S p> re’ 
fe a Hhart ny irate ta ttogers and 
Hlomer HH. Roo 
Phit Selynick’s Club Inc.; niterys; 
cal al ( 0 ' hie SU USC TIED 
I) ’ | lillian 
si r } y 1 ’ , \ ‘ ’ 


tert f l 


Fiuterprises, Ine. 


Minute “Newsettes, Ine.; apital ’ 

0 hu ) , 4 i> ve" 

Ryan, Irving Cohen, J. Kin mn, Los 
Ay 

Rayfilm Corp.: apital ata 109 
ha ibscriptions. §$ Dire - | 
ya ] ng Cohen i Kir mn Low 
Ang es 

Travelecolor, Ine.; capital sto $1,000; 
) subscriptio 1) \ i 

impin W or @.:. t 4 Ra lox 
San rane o 

Jewish Community Press Di wes 
M KB Silberberg Julian Nl ieroty. 
A Tl. Wittenberg, Leon | Tewis. M. H 
Lew I BRB. Benjamin, ( Goldinan, Los 


Angeles county 


Cinematone Corp.; to manufacture 
amusemer dey cap al sto sO000 
$19 sharee Dire ? (iordon K 


Woodward, 

Marshall, 

Johnson 

Cinegraphie Corp.; motion picture dis- 
| il 


Ww . Falkenbere lohn Hf 
Lei 


la ki Whitehorn 


fributors bon ood hares no 
par Director Hlenry \ Hoagland, 
\ B lloagland Shirl Kt M *! 

20th Century Sports, Ine.; asuto re a 

ip il stocl ? 500 " no ' [>i 
rectors David J Koetz (jerald rm 
IKntidsor nd Clyde Eb [paute ’ 

Fine Arts Pictures; capital sto 190.- 
hoo i? ee th we ie }>i etorss: 
Leland & Davis Mae Labonge, Coral 


Magic Pietures Corp.: 5 


tion mital stocl 105 no-par shares 
Directors \ I, Armstrong, hi 4 
A rh trone A S M 1! 
San Diego Brondenasts, Tne.: ipital 
tor $ Hon Sam J t in i 4a) 
Solana Beach Novelty Corp.; amuse- 
ment device manufacturing: apital 
siock, 6.000 no par shares: permitted to 
ssine 4.000 Director 7 4 lank, FE. Vas 
Priber, FI G Larrick, J Coulombe, 
Maurica M. M 4 
Slerra Broadcasting Co. Directora: 
FE. B. Harrison, Mmima S fogers, Homer 
Root, all of Los Angeles 
Coy Poe, Tne.; talent agency: eapital 
stock, 27,500 no par shares; permitted te 
|} issue 650 shares Directors Coy Poa, 
| Vernon Brumbaugh, John ¢ Rade 
cliff, R. Cish, Perry Burch, Leon Berger, 
| William Berger, Joseph Dubin 


Association of Kadio Transeriptiona 


Producers of Hollywood, Ine.: no copital 
stock Director Charles c I’ylea, 
Krank W. Purkett, R. UU. Metntosh, Cc. P. 


MacGregor and Gerald King 


Dale Productions, Ine.; picture produce. 
tlon; capital stock, $100,000 1) lore: 
| Leonard Dale, Murray Pale, Ida Etich- 
; ards, all of L. A. county 


Certificates of dissolution by Bipley’s 
Odditorium, Ine., and Odditles, fac., boih 
of Los Angeles county 





] - 
| 
| MISSOURI 
lafferson Clty 
i Florissant Alrdome Corp.; to awn, 
lease, build and acquire b other means, 
eatres, moving picture houses, musta 
halls and any other kinds of ? llings 
for pr ate i } ment and entertain 
ent purpo 4and to j ’ ra ond 
naintain t i“ te operate « is 
of ins Tr m in regard to a us it 
en rp ‘ to deal n ana fiw 4 a4 
such real ¢ ‘ mid os ‘ * are 
eCceSm@ar to th cond f «ald husl- 
ness 600 wl 4 pa ilu Siu B5.000 
authorized Th ir mrporitora a Ht y 
‘ Arthur SP. St L.onuia Cleorge Ty 
Wiegand Richmond Heights, Mo hoy 
Fivane and K. Sh lila 
TEXAS 
Austin 
Radio Enterprises, Ine.. Sin Antonio: 
radio broadeasting: capital ato k, $25 00, 
Incorporators & ‘ Shea, Ww , 
Martin, Fred W. Bowen 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, May 3 


‘Vavabond Kid replaced Sassy 


Street’ as title on next Bobby Breen 
for Principal 
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nside Stuli—Frictures 
Paramount's heavy and unexpected dip in earnings for the first quar- 


ler this year was because of heavy write-offs on producer and player coa- 
” ' 


tracts, according to Wall Street reports. Company is said to have in- 
cluded close to $1,000,000 in deductions deemed necessary to settle old 
pects with Emanuel Cohen, B. P. Schulberg, Marlene Dietrich and others. 
Far showed only about $830,000 in the first quarter when more had been 
anticipated. Figures include more than $800,000 in undistributed earnings 
of non-consolidated, partly owned companies. 


Reason for company’s decision to make the deductions in the initial 


quarter was because it was not thought logical to carry over to another 
period since stocks had been depressed so late that a dip in earnings was 
ot figured to have any material effect. Such proved the case. Par also 
is understood to believe that business will be on the upbeat by the time 
second quarter report rolls around. Hefty increase in earnings probably 
will be reported in at that time. 

Studio flacks have found a new form of grief in the recent order re- 
quiring a written o.k. from their casting offices before exposing contract 
players to newspaper and magazine interviews. New red tape is due to 


‘encom fe hea nante arin yiilAe Inder 
clauses in the pacts of various guilds. Under the new system a contract 


player called to the studio by the flack department to chin with a scribe 
for publication is entitled to a week’s pay, 
the interview is. 

Another pet peeve of the press agents is the cameraman sent to Hollv- 
wood by eastern mags to shoot special art subjects. The visiting sharp- 
shooter must be accompanied by a union cameraman at a cost of more 
than $20 per day. 

International Photographers local did not attempt to call anv 
cameramen off the job of filming the N. Y. World’s Fait preview showings 
over the weekend. Union at first claimed that motion pictures were being 
taken on the exposition grounds at Flushing Meadows for the fair asso- 
ciation by non-union photographers, but later developments indicated that 
only still camera boys were involved. 


of its 


Each of the five newsreels had four to five men working overtime Sat- | 


urday (30) to film all the preview activities. Claude Collins, new World’s 
Fair contact man for newsreels, probably will work out an arrangement 
shortly to have one cameraman on almost constant duty at the exposition 
grounds for protection of all five reels for any unexpected news story. All 
newsreels will converge on the fair for any outstanding story. ; 

Newsreel crews which covered the mine disaster near Grundy, Va., about 
10 days ago squawked to their home offices about the pushing around 
handed them by state police on guard at scene, 
pictures’ when bodies were brought from mine. Diligence of Virginia 
state officers was so great that photographers had difficulty threading 
DeVry cameras for other ‘shooting.’ Cameramen argued that they had a 
right to take pictures on a public road but all claims as to authority were 
pushed aside by the officious gendarmes. Home offices burned because 
interference ruined some scenes and because they believe their camera 
crews were operating within their jurisdiction. 





advanced $15,000 to Maurice Gebber on a takeover of the old Talisman 
studio. Shortly after, Clifton made a hurried trip back to his native Eng- 


land and passed from the scene, Gebber meanwhile turning back the studio 


no matter how long or short | 


to its original owners. Before coming to Hollywood, Clifton was identi- 


fied with several picture ventures, none of which scored. 





Announcement at the meeting of newspaper publishers last week in 
New York that the film industry had promised, via Will Hays, to repro- 
duce newspaper offices and newsmen in screen vehicles only as they ac- 
tually exist, brought a snappy retort from one producer-distributor of- 
ficial. He said: ‘Yes, and I suppose in return all newspapers will print 
only pollyanna items about picture stars.’ 

Paulette Goddard. slated for a part in Selznick-International’s ‘The 
Young in Heart,’ probably will not be seen in that film. Charles Chaplin 
has persuaded S-I to give him a week’s option on her services. It is un- 
intends to give her a top spot in his next film, which will see 
Margaret Tallichet is being 
‘he Young in Heart.’ 


derstood he 

the silent comedian in his first talking role. 

held in readiness for Miss Goddard’s part in 

The Roxvettes, who have done unicycle, bicycle, acrobatic a1 d circus 

Roxy theatre, N. Y. stage, were taught to play piano in a few 

r to participate Friday (6) in a 24-piano routine. The Wur- 
bal 


ploiting a new by grand (or ‘butterfly’ mode!) will instal 
uments, which 18 girls will perform on, as part of a siage 
sequence. 


‘Alcatraz’ click has resulted in more buying of prison stories by War- 
ners. Picture dealing with life on “The Rock’ was produced by Bryan Foy 


for $134,000. including the actual filming and general overhead. It was | 


the lowest production bill ever stamped with Hearst’s Cosmopolitan seal, 


State cops ordered ‘no |} 


| 
| 


‘Beloved Brat,’ with Bonita Granville in name role at Broadway Strand, | 


Was produced and previewed under the title of ‘Girls on Probation.’ 


No stranger to Hollywood is Henry T. Clifton, principal in the now 
notorious Lew Brice poker suit for $150,000. Over a year ago Clifton 


| and it brought home more coin than many of Warners super-supers. 


Studio, 
because a condition in Nazi Germany today parallels the story which 
actually is of Belgium during the World War. Studio for a while thought 
of shooting the thing anyway, figuring that its banning in Germany 
wouldn't make much difference since no money comes out of there now. 


It might be called a post-preview that Republic pulled at Orpheum, 
Los Angeles, last week. 


No release date had been obtained in the Los Angeles district at the time, 
so the film was put on as a studio preview, half a year after its release. 


On Friday (6) Grad Sears, Warner sales chieftain, is calling in the trade 
press and possibly some others for an informal discussion of sales plans, 
policies, etc., for the 1938-39 season, somewhat of a departure for distribu- 
tion bosses. The thought is to indulge in an off-the-record gabfest with 
the boys. 





In order to be able to sell the remake rights on ‘Show Boat’ to Metro, 
Universal had to buy up for $30,000, from the authors, a continuing 15% 
profit-sharing interest wich they had in the title. Edna Ferber, Jerome 
Kern and Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, share in this windfall. 

Long pending deal whereby Alexander.Korda was to make “Lawrence 
of Arabia’ for Paramount release now appears to be further distant in 
consummation than ever before as a result of the new United Artists setup 
the picture; probably going to UA. 


which had a war story all set to make, has called the thing off | 


Picture was ‘Youth on Parole,’ produced by | 
Republic last fall and exhibited all over the east, south and midwest. | 


'PAR MERGES CLEVE. 
COLUMBUS EXCHANGES 


Columbus, May 3. 





| Paramount will merge its Cleve- 
land and Columbus exchanges effece- 
tive May 7. All shipments to this 
area will come from Cleveland after 
that date except West Virginia ac- 
counts, which will be handled through 
Pittsburgh. 

Marmaduke R. (Duke) Clark, ex- 
change manager here since 1928. goes 
to Cleveland as branch manager 
under Harry Goldstein. T. Lester 
Irwin, chief booker, and Lloyd Hen- 
rich, chief auditor, also transfer to 
Cleveland office. John B. Gardner 
becomes zone manager for Columbus 
and central Ohio, and Guy S. Peter- 
son will take the West Virginia zone 
assignment. 

Move has been talked for some 
time with idea of closer correlation 
with New York office. West Virginia 
accounts reverting to Pittsburgh 
solves problem in that section as 
most other companies serve the stale 
from their Pitt offices. 


Flacks’ IA Threat 


Hollywood, May 3 

Screen Pubicists Guild may seek 
affiliation with the International Al- 
liance of Theatrical Stage Employees 
|if producers continue to spurn their 
application for recognition as bar- 
gaining representatives for studio 
flacks. 

While the proposed alliance has not 
| yet been placed before the member- 
ship, several leaders declared such 
an affiliation would enable them to 
negotiate a working pact. 








| NACE EXPANDING 


Hollywood, May §8. 

Harry Nace will increase his 
Arizona theatre properties to 25 with 
the acquisition of the Sultana in 
Williams on June 1 and the com- 
pletion of two new houses in Wil- 

|liams and Tempe. 

Sultana will be turned over 1t6 
Nace by Charles Proctor, who ¢op- 
erated it for years. New house in 
Nilliams gives the town two the- 

' atres. 
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MUSIC BY 


ARTHUR JOHNSTON 





Starring JESSIE MATTHEWS 


‘SAILING ALONG’ 


(GAUMONT-BRITISH) 


LYRICS—MAURICE SIGLER 





‘ASKING FOR TROUBLE’ 


(GAUMONT-BRITISH) 


Starring JESSIE MATTHEWS 


LYRICS—EDDIE POLA 





‘ST. MARTINS LANE’ 


(MAYFLOWER PICTURE CORPORATION) 


Starring CHARLES LAUGHTON 


LYRICS—EDDIE POLA 





‘HAPPY RETURNS’ 


(C. B. COCHRAN REVUE) 


FLANAGAN AND ALLEN, BEA LILLIE, JACK HYLTON ORCHESTRA 


LYRICS—IAN GRANT 
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PICTURES | 











| EXPLOITATION 


-: By Epes W. Sargent 








Ye Sherwood Gazette 
Hollywood. 

Warners novel program for the 
Hollywood preview of ‘The Adven- 
tures of Robin Hood’ was so apt to 
¢he occasion that it created consid- 
erable comment. Titled the Sher- 
wood Forest Gazette, it was printed 
jin old English type on brown paper 
and written in the quaint idiom of 
Robin Hood’s day. Breezy bits of 
folderol were contributed by mem- 


bers of Bob Taplinger’s publicity 
staff. 

One of the best advertising bet 
Warner Bros. has turned out in a 
Jong time is a pictorial story of ‘The 
Adventures of Robin Hood’ told in 
175 captioned cuts in a neatly pre- 
pared booklet of 32 pages and cover 


Titled ‘The Movie Book,’ the volume 
js the independent venture 
Conklin Pub. Co., which sells to the 
10c. stores. Exhibitors planning 
to book the picture should see to it 


of the 


that their local dimery stocks the 
volume. It should prove a powerful 
seller. 

Warners’ only participation is the 


supplying of the cuts and captions, 
hut someone did a very good job on 
that end. 


Paramount Encores 


Paramount publicity has produced 
another issue of Snoop, its own can- 
did camera picture magazine, which 
js designed for distribution through 
the theatres. Carries a price tag of 
a dime and a blank space on the 
back cover for the theatre imprint. 

It is smartly assembled, with just 
enough leg art, some smashing stills 
and candid camera shots of real in- 
terest. It bears comparison with the 
news stand product except that it, 
of course, is tied exclusively to Para- 
mount pictures. It forms a 
of a general exploitation aide 


Plug for ‘Pilot’ 


Omaha, 

Figuring ‘Test Pilot’ to have a 
little extra on the ball, Eddie For- 
ester of the Omaha theatre backed 
it with a sturdy campaign. Most of 
his attention was directed to the 
marquee, which was’ completely 
made over. Atop the V-shaped 
canopy two cut-out figures of air- 
planes dived groundward; these 
were almost large enough to be 
taken for genuine planes. Wing- 
spread of zooming planes carried 


film title in large letters. 

Star names were used exclusively 
on reading lines 9f marquee. Some 
unusual effects were obtained by 
placing new wood panels with the 
names cut out over the regular 
illuminated channels. Names of 
Gable, Loy, Tracy and Barrymore, 
including first monickers, were sold 
in this way. 

In addition, theatre sponsored a 
contest for model airplanes. Ten 
bucks in prize money was awarded 
for longest sustained flights for 
models with gasoline motors. An 
11%4-minute flight was first award. 
This netted some newspaper space 
along with other notices. 

Film was first to be single-featured 
in the Omaha theatre in two years, 
and heavy returns showed it 
well sold. 


Merchants’ Mats 
Cherokee, Okla. 
New plan worked out by Capt. 
Tom Lewis, manager of the Max the- 
atre here, has merchants of the city 


in direct sponsorship of Wednesday’s 


shows, 


Under the plan, special Mer- 
chants 


Matinee coupons will 


placed in all business houses of the 


city and will be given, without cost 
or requirement, to men, women and 
children wishing to attend the show: 
coupon admits patron for 10-cent 
matinee and 15-cent night, while pa- 
trons without coupons must pay reg- 
ular fee. 

Oklahoma theatre management, in- 
dividually and collectively, are at- 
tempting to work out methods to 


outlawing of bank nighi. 


Cooperative Selling 





With most merchants making 
strenuous efforts to move their 
wares in order to obtain the cash 


with which to pay their bills, this 
would appear to be a good time to 
revive the co-operative selling idea 
which became popular, particularly 
in the middle west, during the early 
years of the depression. 

In case the outline has been for- 
gotten, the stunt is to enlist the lead- 
ing merchants in a town in a drive, 
with coupons given with each pur- 
chase and substantial prizes to the 
persons turning in the largest num- 
ber of coupons within a given time: 
8enerally from four to eight we 
according to the value of the capital 


“ks, 


prize. As the awards are made to 
those turning in the greatest num- 
ber of coupons, the elements of 
ehance is avoided and no legal yU- 
ble will present itself. 

__Merchants are sold the idea, and 
If possible the newspapers are in- 
duced to get behind the stunt with 


Publicity in consideration of the 
amount of extra advertis 
Chants presumably will take. Each 
merchant agrees to 
cost proportionate to the intake de- 


+h —— 
ing tne Tr ° 


pay a part of the 


whale | 


Was | 


| as 


be 


,rived, as estimated from the number 


of coupons used. A merchant using 
coupons representing a $10,000 turn- 
over pays double what his feliow 
with a $5,000 intake will contribute. 
First prize should be an automo- 
bile, a trip to th nearby metropoli- 
tan center or to New York, Chicago, 
or Hollywood, according to the vol- 
ume of business expected. Automo- 
biles can be promoted from a local 
dealer below list price, and out-of- 
town trips can usually be arranged 
with a bus line, the air lines or even 
the railroads, though latter are 
tougher. 
After a preliminary neriod of 
eek or 10 d 


the 


1vS in which to adver- 
tise the stunt, merchant five cou- 
pons with all purchases, generally 
based on one coupon for each five 
cents in value At the end of the 
period the persons turning the 
largest number ¥f “oupON receive 
he awards Coupons are transfer- 
ible, and not limited to the original 
holder 
Special drives should be made on 
feeder towns, to draw in the rural 


trade, with special bargains on coun- 
try trading days, and perhaps some 
sort of free show, either in th: the- 
atre or on the public square. Spe- 
cial small awards can be made on 
country trading days for the persons 
who have come the greatest distance 


and whose coupons show that they | 
have done some trading ; 
With proper newspaper coopera- 
tion, supplemented by mail adver- 
tising on the rart of the cooperating 


stores, a large turnover can be prac- 
tically assured, and business jazzed 
considerably. 

It worked before. There is no rea- 
son why it cannot be made to repeat, 
with proper exploitative drive be- 


VV it 


thind it 


Crazy Copy 


Elk City, Okla 
Promoting screwy angle of ‘Mer- 
jrily We Live,’ Johnny Wisdom ran 
following blurbs in advertisement | 
for his Elk, 
‘How to keep from growing old; 
always race with locomotives to 


crossings, engineers like it; it breaks 


the monotony of their jobs; always | 
pass the car ahead on curves or | 
turns. Don’t use your horn, it may 


unnerve the fellow and cause him to 
turn out too far; demand half the 
road, the middle half, insist on your 
rights; always lock your brakes 
when skidding, it makes the job 
more artistic: always speed, it shows 
everyone that you are a person with 


pep, even though an amateur driver; 
never stop, look or listen at rail- 
roads, it takes time; in sloppy weath- 


er drive close to pedestrians, dry 
cleaners appreciate this; never look 


round when you bac!: up, there’s 
never anything back of you; drive 
confidently, just as though there 


were not eighteen milli-n other cars 
in service. 


Frisco’s Golden Girl 


San Francisco. 


New high in local film exploitation | 


was scored by Ernest Van Pelt, of 
Metro-Goldawyn-Mayer, for ‘Girl 
the Golden West’ which closed a 


successful two weeks’ engagement at, 
the Fox theatre last week. Van Pelt | 
| promoted contest to select a modern 


‘girl of the goldest west,’ tieing up 
co-sponsors Fox theatre, Call- 
Bulletin newspaper, and 1939 Golden 
Gate Exposition. After scads of pic- 
tures and blurbs had been printed in 
Call-Bulletin, committee of promi- 
nent artists and photographers chose 


18-vear-old Bettena Norberg, of 
Burlingame, the winner After rTre- 
ceiving a contract as ‘theme girl’ 


from Exposition Director Harris 
Connick, Miss Norberg headed a 
parade to Fox theatre. where she 


made a speech. Six units of Native 
Sons and Daughters in uniform took 
part in procession, which was city’s 
first night parade in some time. Gold- 
en-haired winner was then shipped 


to Hollywood by plane and made 
a guest appearance on the nation- 
wide Good News broadcast over) 


| NBC and also was presented at Sir 


Francis Drake hotel and 
KPO. 


ver station 


Sure-Fire Stuff 
Hartford. 
Palace here reaped quite a bit of 
free publicity in the form of a news 
story when it dug up a local woman 


who had witnessed the burning of 
Chicago and arranged for her to see 
the picture Times ran a lengthy 
varn on her recollections, tying in 
with ‘the opening of the picture at 
that house Interview arranged 
through manager Lew Cohen 

Cohen also arranged to put on dis- 
play in the window of a local market 
2 trunk salva i by her fol! fron 
the fire. Attracting quite a bit of at- 
tention Picture is a holdo from 
the Capitol. 

Brushing Up 

Francis Lang, edit yf the Mor 
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What, No Dishes? 


New high in quantity of film 


entertainment for 10c recently 
in Sunset theatre, uptown New 
York. 

Besides the three features, 


‘Boy of Streets,’ ‘West of Rain- 
bow’s End,’ and ‘Paid to Dance.’ 
house offers ‘Sweepstakes,’ 
chance game, in afternoon for 
the dime fee. 











| Minneapolis 


of | 


| promoted himself 


MONTGOMERY WON'T 


RUN AGAIN AS SAG PREZ 


Holly od VI 3 
Robert Montgomery will not e A 
candidate for reelection as p lent 
of Screen Actors Guild in the ballot 
ing next fall Urged to iain 


he told friends he preferred to see 
somebody else take the job 

Edward Arnold is j 
for the presidency when Montgon 
ery retires. Election was 
postponed until September 


beings groomed 


recently 


Equity Reinstatement 
For Lionel Barrymore 


Lionel Barrymore, who has been 
under suspension from Equity fo! 
more than a year, can secure rein- 


statement by the payment of a 
fine. Council so ruled yeste 
(Tuesday) on the suggestion ‘of 
Screen Actors Guild 

Barrymore was. suspended for 
holding out on Equity’s order to join 
SAG. Actor various excuses, 
but evidently decided that member- 
ship in SAG organization was nec 
sary for future screen 


gave 


es- 


eng igzgements 


Life Term for the Slayer 


Of Crosby, Minn., Exhib 


St. Paul, May 3 
Bruno Sydow is now checked in 
at Stillwater, state pen, for life, fol- 


|lowing confession of murder of a 
| pagpreed ; 
|Crosby (Minn.) theatre operato1 
Sydow’s trial lasted less than an 


hour, Pleaded guilty to second de-| 
gree murder and was sentenced im- 
mediately by District Judge D. H 
Fullerton. 

Sydow admitted killing Ceorg 
Thorpe, prominent Crosby showman, 
during struggle for possession of a 
gun, last May. He was captured by 


police when caught 
prowling, after he had led 
ties a merry chase through haif 


states in the Union. 


1 


aurnaori- 


the 


Cantor’s Ditty Dishers 


Hollywood, May 3 
Lew Brown and Lew Pollock are 
assigned to the musical score for the 
next Eddie Cantor film. 


Picture, still untitled, will be made 


by 20th-Fox. 





shoot scenes from _ the 
Serves to keep tite interest 

For the Canadian holiday 
Day, he will increase 
by 25,000 to be presented all visit- 
ors crossing the bridge 
agara. To contain specia 
and given official standing 
local committee. Cost of t! 
tion is carried by 
of these, for a fn 


up. 
Victoria 


his 


ver tne Ni- 


| features 


the 


ids 
iik concern 


wna 


been running weekly for two and 
a half years. In the latest issue he 
got a shoe store to come in to 39 
vertise ‘shag and jeep oxfords’ tie- 
ing in to the visit of Tommy Dor- 
sey. Takes thought and hustle, but 


M.N. gives evidence of both 
Got 23 Planes 

R chester 
Pollock, L 
an air armada to 
bally ‘Test Pilot’ that included just 
about every crate in and near the 
city that could get off the ground 
Twenty-three planes flew over city 


Manager Lester 


IEW S 


day before opening with one drag-| 
sing a banner winging lo and fol-| 
lowed by an autogvyro that helped 
attract pedestrian ey juring ti 
noon rush. 

Riding Robins 

Taking advantage of the yppening 
Di the new D toffice } fed i 
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|} exhibitor with a 


feature. 


edition 
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Theatres-Exchanges 





Fort Smith, Ark. 
Adele Kirkpatrick, ‘teen’ age 
laughter of veteran theatre operator 


Hoyt Kirkpatrick, has charge of the 
Hoyt theatre here, even to booking 
f films and handling of publicity. 
Lincoln 
G. W. Baughman closed his theatre 
frenton, Neb., this week and 
to Indianola, Neb., where he 
ypened the Rex, May 1, It’s a 250- 
seater 
W. F. McCarty closed the 
Lebanon, Neb. Holbrook, 


are making a di! 


in 


Mac, in 
Neb., citi- 


ve to ge 2? 





purchased the Proctor St 
1abe) in Tacoma, from Fred Ger- 
tane1 


Oklahoma City 


Grove & Adams purchased site at 
Northwest 23rd and Villa streets for 
new $50,000 house. 

Albuquerque, N. M 

New $25,000 house under construc- 
tion by Latif and Selin Hyder, will 
be leased to Texa Consolidated 
Theatres, Inc., and Joseph Barnett, 
Hyders announce. 

Jacksonville 

E. J. Sparks’ new San Marco in 
South Jacksonville. 


Pine Bluff, Ark 

Er. os, 
announced that he had purchased a 
building near the business center of 


| the city which he will convert into a 


motion picture theatre for Negroes. 
All of the four theatres here have 
accommodations for Negroes but it 


has been a long time since the city | 
has had one for them exclusively. 


Pat McGee, formerly with the J. H. | 


Cooper-Paramount interests in the 
southwest, has turned independent 
theatre of his own 
in Marlboro, Mass., which he opened 
recently. For years McGee was 
in Oklahoma City in charge of the 
Cooper-Par-Warner theatres in that 
city 
weeks ago. 
London, Ont. 

The Grand (F. P.) closed for sum- 
ner snonths April 30 after season of 
pictures und two legit shows. Mana- 
ger Jim McDonagh being transferred 
to Palace, also F. P. manager George 





Allen of Palace likely to be placed | 
on circuit. | 
trans- | 
| ferred to Capitol and Palace thea- 


in one of other houses 


Part of Grand staff being 


tres 





a Enid, Okia. 
Griffith Amusement Co., announces 


Miller, Negro capitalist, has 


He resigned that post about six | 


tentatively 
| Locksley.’ 


nae 
in Enid several months ago to ba 
converted into a theatre. 
Denver 
Milton Overman moved from the 


city managership at Colorado Springs 
tu the same job at Pueblo. Job dis- 


pensed with in the Springs. Don 
Cottral has been moved from the 
Pueblo, Pueblo, to the Chief, Colo- 
rado Springs, all Westland theatre 
spots, 

Bernie Hynes, manager of the 
Denver. now has the Paramount, 
across the street, also under his 
upervision, with Jack Copeland re- 


maining aS manager 


Don R. Stevenson, operator of the 


Hollywood, now dark, has leased the 
Lyri Williamson. The Lyric, taken 
ove ist year by Slot | % Gandel 
} clo | nce Fr ) l A i 
nb 1 ref ed to pe S 1a 
h x 
Oklahoma City 
Consolidated Theatres, Inc. af- 
filiate of the Griffith Amusement 
Company, acquired the Fred Pick- 
erel houses at Ponca City effective 
last Sunday (1). They are Mur- 


rav, Ponean and Ritz. 
30b Browning will be transferred 


from the Shawnee Consolidated 
managership to Poca City with Adam 
Hornbeck to succeed him Shaw- 
30ston 

Fred A. Rush, press department 
assistant at local RKO theatres press 
department, joins Graphic Theatres 
May 4, to manage the Brandon, 
Brandon, Vt 


Denver 
and Joe Dekker, 
Civie Theatre »eads, have added the 
Feceral and Rex theatres here to 
their string, giving them nine oper- 


A. P. Archer 


ating theatres in Denver. 


Oklahoma City 


Shifts in Standard theatre person- 
nel include: Todd Ferguson, from 
manager of Midwest to manager 


Warner; David Goodman to manager 
Midwest. Melv'n Kamp, assistant 
manager Midwest, resigned and 
by Wiliard Dumont, former 
treasurer at Criterion. 


placed 


London, Ont 
The Grand (F.P.) closed for the 
summer, April 30. Manzger Jim 
McDonagh goes to Palece, also F.P., 
along with several of staff. The 
Capitol, Woodstock (F.P.), closes for 
summer middle of May, manager 


Harry Neun likely to be given re- 
hieving assignment in other Ontariv 
houses until fall. 


WB’s ‘Hood’ Sequel 
Hollywood, May 3. 
‘The Adventures of 

is planned by Warners, 

titled ‘Sir Robin of 


Sequca to 
Robin Hood’ 


Same cast will be used as far as 
po: sible. 











purchase of the Aztec theatre. 
Griffith purchased another building 
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Loew’s STATE 


BROADWAY & 45th STREET 


TODAY 
ONLY 


“BIG BROADCAST” 
Buddy ROGERS and Swing Band 
ts Thursda 
“GIRL of the GOLDEN WEST” 
and Big Stage Show 











(KD RECORD WEEK 


(LAKK MYRNA SPENCER 
GABLE hoy TRACY 
“TEST PILOT” 
; wroaDwat 
Sie STREET 


ae 


| PARAMOUN 


| | “College 
at Swing” 


Tth Av. & 50th Bt. 


ROXY 


TIMES | 
SQUARE 





HELD OVER 
IN PERSON 


KAY | 
KYSER | 
| 


Burns and Allen 
| Martha Raye 
Bob Hope 


And His College | 
of Musical 
Knowledge 
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For He 
and a Prayer’ 


—On the Stage 





ALL 
BEATS 


25° TO 


1PM, 





New Stage Show 
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“Joy of Living” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 























|e ARE TT EF 











eR OS a ae ee eee 





om “ “- 
en ce ene 


ahaha 


Pd a 


aa k 





a VARIE TY 





Wednesday, May 4, 


1938 














20th Century Fund 


Records in Hope of Web Interest: 


+ 





Twentieth Century Fund, Inc., has 
spent around $300 making two tran- 
scriptions with which it is trying to 


interest one of the networks in 
carrying a sustaining series. Now 
arranging auditions. 

Fund was founded in 1919 by the 
late Edward Filene, Boston mer- 
chant, for philan.hropic endown- 
ments. Lately that phase has cease 
and the organization conducts sur- 
veys and research into economic 


problems and taxation in the U. S. 
Programs would present the find- 

ings of the surveys, which the Fund 

declares are neither anti- nor pro- 





New Deal. On the trustee list of the 


Fund are such New Dealers as A. A. | 


‘VISITING RADIO EDS 


Berle, Jr. and Robert H. Jackson; 
also such conservatives as Henry S. 
Denzison and Charles P. Taft. 

Transcriptions have been made in 
semi-dramatization form, using pro- | 
fessional acting talent, with scripts | 
worked up in form of debater. Im- | 
personations of w.k. figures are also | 
included in part of the e.t.’s. 

It, is understood if the Fund is not 
successful in spotting its series for 
hearing in live form over one of the 
networks, it may aim at a national 
wax campaign set directly with the 
stations which will carry it. 


TRANSRADIO 
STOCK BASE 
WIDENED 


—___—— 


Albany, May 3. 


| tional 


Bulletin 





Transradio Press Service, Inc., has 
increased its capitalization from 
$50,000 to $150,000, according to 
papers filed with the Secretary of 
State. 


inception in 1934, 


Isaac W. Digges, 
was the filing attorney. 





Herbert Moore, Transradio prez, 
said Monday (2) that the move in| 


Albany merely reflected the financial lot National Broadcasting Co., 
growth of the enterprise and that it | nominated last week by President 


had nothing to do with the recent 
purchase of Transradio stock by I. D. 
and Leon Lev,, of WCAU, Phila- 
delphia. 


GENE MORGAN COPS 
FILM ASSIGNMENT 


Gene Morgan, radio actor who 
has play ed on most of the web script 
shov s around New York in last few 
wants, has been signed for films by 
Republic. 


Left for Coast over weekend, and | 
is carded to report on the Republic | 
lot on May 9. Sef for a six months’ 
iermer by Fanchon & Marco agency. 











WINCHELL’S PINCH - HITTER. 


Either Morton Downey or Cissie| 
Lofius Due for Booking 








It will be either Morton Downey | 
or Cissie Loftus in the Jergen’s Sun- | 
day aight spot on the NBC-blue | 


when Walter Winchell goes on his | 
Win- | 


four-week vacation in July. 
chell had tabooed columnists as 
pinch-hitters, these including Han- 
nen Swaffer and a couple of other 
Englishmen. 

Same agency, Lennen & Mitchell. 
is also trying to decide on the dra- 


matic show that will replace the} 
Tyrone Power series for the sum- 
mer. Several such programs are 


under consideration. 


Charles Stuart Dies 


Lincoln, May 3 

Charles Stuart, 53, a director 
executive committee and one 
principal stockholders 








a2). 
Survived by widow, 
Gaughter, two sisters. 


two 


It's the first change in the | 
organization’s capital setup since its | 


of New York, | 





| wide experience and contacts in the 
| business world,’ Roper declared. 





| Earl Smith Quits WDSU | 
| 


\e his program duties, Smith was also | Radio Events, 


of | names 
of | 
in Central, 
States Broadcasting System (KFAB- | 
KFOR, Lincoln; KOIL, Omaha), died | 
of heart attack Monday afternoon | | tinentally over Columbia if a favor- 


sons, 











——=2 





Prepares Audition 





Waring Takes Off 


Coca Cola’s dickering with Fred 
Waring is at an end and the beverage 
bottler’s present show on CBS stays 
as is through May and June. 

Scouting around for a new pro- 
gram is reported to have sidetracked 
after an official of the company 
visited the broadcast in person and 
inquired why the outfit couldn't go 
!on with what it had. 








Prize Radio Gag 





Radio insiders regard a re- 
cent quip on the Fibber McGee 
and Molly program as the No. 1 
gag thus far this year as stem- 
ming from the radio. It has to 
do with an incessant ‘My friends 
background, whereupon 





| 


5,000 Payees at 40-50c 
To View Station Acts 


Myrtle exclaims: | 

‘Oh Frank, get another sta- 
tion!’ | 

To which he_ responds, || Cedar Rapids, May 3. 
‘Myrtle, when you hear ‘my WMT Radio Roundup, exhibiting 
friends’ on the air. you can’t local programs, was held in Munici- 
get any other station.’ pal Coliseum, Sundcy (24) afternoon 








and evening and played to over 5,000 
| people. Big percentage of the house 
was from out on the acres. Paid 40- 
; 90c to see the two-hour show. 

Uncle Ezra and the Hoosier Hot 





ACT IN EXPO STUNT 





Shots, headlined the show, with 

| Doug Grant, WMT program director 

San Francisco. May 3, | at the mike. All the entertainers 

Visiting New York radio scribes, | 2" heard over station. Cedar Val- 
ger a yy ~ | ley Hillbillies, Tor vens and his 
who will spend a day in San Fran- : A rccenigge wo — Pty Pier y 
cisco after a jaunt to Hollywood for | *°™" ">; “v6 am eee . 
the Columbia Broadcasting System | ™€?: Neighbor Bob and Babe, Tillie 
: and Millie, the Rosebud Dancers, Al- 


building opening, will participate in | 
a special CBS-Golden Gate Interna- j lan McKee, and Frank Voelker, blind 
Exposition broadcast this | °F ganist, appeared on the bill. 

morning. In a United Airlines plane, | Most of the advance plugging was 
lying over Treasure Island, the Expo | done on the air over a period of 
|site in San Francisco Bay, will be | three weeks. A few window and 
| J. E. ‘Dinty’ Doyle, of the New York | bumper cards were used. It was the 


Journal-American and Jo Ranson of | first venture of its kind for WMT 
the Brooklyn Eagle, with two local | and netted a nice balance on the 
radio editors, Bob Hall of the Call- | Profit side of the ledger. 





and Herb Caen 


of the 


Chronicle, 

On Treasure Island, in the Admin- 
istration Building, will be Nick 
Kenny, New York Mirror, E. L. 
Bragdon, New York Sun, and Aaron 


WGN MARRIAGE BUREAU 
SHOW GOES MUTUAL 





Stein, New York Post, with localites ; . 
Emilia Hodel, San Francisco News, ‘Marriage License Romances,’ 
Jack Burroughs, Oakland Tribune,| which Borden sponsors locally on 


Don Logan, Oakland Post-Enquirer. | WGN, Chicago, staris sustaining over 
Joe Sanders’ dance band, in the| other Mutual stations next Monday 
plane, will accompany warbler Jane| (9). Buchanan agency, which has 
Kaye, on the Island. Emcees will be | the account, has o.k.’d the move in 
Darrell Donnell of the San Francisco|a test to stir up interest in other 
|Examiner and Tom Breneman of | towns in the program. Check will 
|KSFO. Latter will be in the plane, | be made of results and, if deemed 

inact | favorable, Borden may spread its 


P |'bankroll over some of the other 
Patterson Joins Govt. 


br oadcasters. 
Washington, May 3. 
Richard Cunningham Patterson, | 
former executive vice president | 
was 











mike into the Chicago marriage bu- 
reau and interviews couples. Com-| 
mercial copy will be cut outside Chi- 
cago. Angle on the Windy City bu- 
reau is that it is the busiest in the 


IP. 


world. ther big burgs have 
Roosevelt to the post of Assistant| branches, but only one serves Chi- 
Secretary of Commerce. cago, 


Sustained by numerous pats on the 
back delivered by Secretary of Com- 
merce Daniel G. Roper, Patterson’s 
nomination was received by the 
Senate. Government is ‘highly 
fortunate in obtaining the services 
of Col. Patterson on account of his 





Personal-Professional 
Trek of Miss Backus 


Georgia Backus, writer-directress 
of network shows around New York 
for past decade, left for Coast over 
weekend to join her husbund, Hy 
Alexander. Latter is in Hollywood, 
i where he does material for Ken Mur- 

New Orleans, May 3. ray. 

Earl Smith, program director of| While there Miss Backus hopes to 
WDSU for the past eight years, re-| hook up with CBS’ Coast office, net- 
| signed his post Friday (29). He will| work with which she has done most 
take a brief vacation before seeking | of her work in New York. She re- 
a new connection here. In addition) cently gave up active interest in 
Inc., job-lotting script 
special events announcer. | outfit, which her former partner, Joe 

At WWL an announcer, Clark! Koehler, is now carrying on alone, 
| Alexander, is no longer connected | although Miss Backus still retains 
| with station. |her financial interest. 


Paramount Studios Radio Comm’ 

















+ 


‘Protests Air Drama 


Hollywood, May 3. 
A deal expected to be closed today 
(Tuesday) for Paramount studio to 
| tie up with California Industries for 
an hour radio show initialing in 
| September, with Fred Ibbett produc- 
jing. Tentative arrangement is for 
| 52 weeks with each of state’s 14 in- 

dustries given four shots annually. 


Program would use Paramount 
|talent exclusively with an arrange- 
| ment providing for. studio’s air 

participating in show. 

Austin Sutter of a pioneer Frisco 
industrial family is conducting nego- 
| tiations for the group sponsorship. 

Variety show will air transcon- 





Wichita, Kan., May 3. 
William A. Karhs, attorney, sent 
|protest against broadcast by Skelly 
|Court of Missing Heirs of infor- 





Margaret Schindler. His law firm 
represents Ethel Wentworth, 
lant to estate. 


claim- 


will be aired over 
| able Tuesday night time is available. 

National newspaper campaign will 
;run concurrently, 


and invite fictitious law suits. 





broadcaster Liabl for damages. 


‘WMT, Cedar Rapids, Draws | 








Quin Ryan thrice weekly lugs a| 


| and ‘Kitty Keene’ shows to NBC on 
| May 30 after a considerable sojourn 
|on Columbia. This follows the move 











Tied In with California Industries 


Of Mixed-Up Estate 





CBS Evaluates Sales Strategy 


Columbia will use the slack business season which radio faces for 
the next three months to engage in some self-scrutiny and possible 
policy overhauling. Probing and revamping will have nothing to do 
with public relations but will concern itself strictly with finding out 
wherein CBS policies may have caused the diversion of advertiser 
appropriations to other sources. Also whether the time isn’t ripe to 
do a little re-evaluating of such policies, 


Nothing drastic will come out of this sifting. Network merely 
wants to make sure that in enforcing a number of policies it hasn't 
unnecessarily overlooked or squashed some worthwhile business, 

Columbia's official family realizes that the strides the network had 
taken during the past three years have been both broad and hectic. 
Taboos in matters of offensive advertising and programs have been 
of a hard and sweeping nature. Now that the pace has slowed some- 
what for radio business in general, it has occurred to the web’s board 
of strategy that it might be profitable to retrace some of the steps, 
if only in an analytical way. It might come up against some policy 
that because of its too literal interpretation had prevented the snag- 
ging of an important account. 

With ample time now on its hands, this board can devote a more 
thorough study of a particular policy’s implications and so redocu- 
ment it that certain types of accounts could be accepted without 
sidetracking the broad purposes of the policy, as originally intended. 

This assignment of policy inspection will extend beyond network 
operations. It will also concern the stations owned and managed by 
CBS. 


Walter O'Keefe Challenges Packard's 
Right to Cancel on ‘Conditions Clause 


+ 

















| Walter O’Keefe has started suit in 
N. Y. Supreme Court challenging the 


Seek Croshy Renewal 





‘right of Packard Motors and the 
Although the present contract has | agency, Young & Rubicam, to go off 
eight months t» go J. Walter Thomp- | the air. He is asking for the amount 


son would like to have Bing Crosby | °f his salary for the program which 


commit himself now to a new termer| W@aS to have run until June, an 
° . |< . rR 

for the Kraft Music Hall show, |@mount over $50,000. 

Agency would prefer making ic an Clause in the contract permits 


| agreement for 10 years, predicated | |agency to suspend the program pro- 


lon the usual year ’o year options. | viding ‘conditions beyond control’ 
Crosby went on the Thompson | @rise, requiring abandoning of the 
payroll in 1935 show. O'Keefe is questioning 


| whether or not the depression in the 





j}automobile industry comes within 
SHIFT P & G SERIALS | the meaning of this clause, and is 
‘suing to collect his uncollected 
| weekly earnings. 
T0 NATIONAL MAY "| Bacay E. Reinheimer is repre- 


nting O'Keefe. 








Chicago, May 3. 
Procter & Gamble, through a 


net fedetSamol enn BERT LY TELL 
REFUSES CUT 
FOR ‘ALIAS 


*Alias Jimmy Valentine,” waxed 
dramatic series which recently went 
off the air, is being readied to re- 
turn for a new sponsor. Jt was for- 
merly bankrolled by Edgeworth to- 
| bacco and starred Bert Lytell. Actor 
| will not be on the new stanza, how- 
;ever, since the Blackett-Sample- 
|Hummert agency cut the salaries for 
the cast. Lytell bowed out rather 
| than take slice and now has a couple 
of other shows in the works. 

Understood that Edgeworth wanted 
to drop ‘Alias’ for the summer, but 
| that B-S-H refused to aliow the title 
{to chill by staying away from the 
kilocycles. Reported, however, that 
a factor in Edgeworth’s dropping of 
the show was dissatisfaction at ‘not 
getting enough personal attention’ 
from the agency. Also reported that 
the sponsor was anxious to spread 
part of its ad budget into the maga- 
zine, newspaper and billboard fields 
and that B-S-H sought to discourage 
the move. 

‘Alias’ was scripted for the final 
weeks of its old run by Ernest Shen- 
kin, with Lytell lending a writing 
assist. Not known who will author 
the revived version. 


of P. & G. to full hour on Columbia, 
taking over the 60-minute slot oc- 
cupied by General Mills which shifts 
to NBC. | 

Neither show will be a coast-to- 
coaster, but will divide the country 
east and west. ‘Keene,” for Dreft, 
will be on an eight-station hook-up 
west out of Chicago at 10:45 a.m. 
CDST. ‘Perkins,’ continuing for 
Oxydol will be on the NBC blue 
with a 10-station arrangement at 
9:45 a.m. CDST, taking the territory 
eastward from Chicago. 

Contracts were routed through the 
office of Jack Laemarr, B-S-H radio 
time buyer here, lat. Jast week. 


Philco’s Labor Trouble 


Philadelphia, May 3. 

Philto’s huge manufacturing plant 
here was closed yesterday by a labor 
dispute. Firm called it a strike, but 
United Electrical, Radio and Machine 
Workers Union said it was a lockout. 
There was no picketing although a 
smali group of unioners watched the 
plant during the day. 

Agreement between the firm and 
union, a CIO affiliate, expired Sun- 
day. Negotiations, carried on over 
a 60-day period, were at a standstill 
yesterday. Union execs declared the 
company demanded wage reductions 
of about 18%, with an increase from 
36 to 40 hours weekly. James M. 
Skinner, Philco prez, said old agree- 
ment was 34% above industry's aver- 
age and company asked 15% cut 
with no change in hours. 

















John Wiggin Winds Up 5 
Yrs. with Pedlar & Ryan 


; | John Wiggin has quit Pedlar & 
Mrs. Gene O’Fallon Dies | Ryan's radio writing and production 
Denver, May 3. | Staff after being with the agency for 

Kathryn O'Fallon, 41, wife of the | five years. 

















Protest saic tl at broadcast, which d 
station KFH 
locally, will foster needless litigation 
Tele- 
gram also said law firm would hold | rick, singer at WIP, Philly, appearing 


|manager of KFEL, and a director in Wiggin may repair to his farm in 
| National Association of Broadcasters | Maine for an authoring spree during 


mation concerning estate of late | died at her Denver home April 29 | the summer siretch. 








‘after an eight months’ illness. 
Funeral and burial in Denver Mon- 
. rom « Mon- Zeke Manners on WNEW 


Surviving besides husband are a; Zeke Manners 
aughter and four sons. | commercial 


Started another 
for Madison Loan on 





piers New York, Monday (2). His 
stint for the same sponsor on 
Pat Henry, formerly Henry Pat-| WMCA. N. Y., remains. 


Hillbilly does a solo on WNEW be- 
on ‘King Arthur's Court’ over WNEW. | ing accompanied only by am organ. 
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VARIETY 








AUTHORS’ SECRECY OATH 





+ 


Lever Bros. Consider Quebec Linguals; 


P & G Patois Shows Gain Popularity’ (\F FP] 


+ 


Montreal, May 3 
Lever Bros, are mulling plans for 
production of a French-language pro- 
gram to go over a network of five 
stations in the Province of Quebec, 
but find production costs somewhat 
high when considering the limited 
number of transmitters available. 
cost for a 15-minute 
program would run to approximately 
$60 per station where a similar ad- 
vertising plan, transcription or live 
talent, if sent over 50 stations as in 
the U. S. A., would bring the cost 
down to about $10 per station. 
Suggestions have been submitted to 


Production 


Lever Bros. for a French Theatre of 
the Air, with mention of five prod- 
ucts, Lux Flakes, Lux Soap, Rinso, 


Lifebuoy Soap and Lifebuoy Shaving 
Cream to be included in the script- 
ing, so as to split the cost on five 
products. Reported that this idea 
may be given favorable considera- 
tion, 

Lever Bros 
Canada with two English 
tions, “Lux Theatre of the Air’ and 
“Big Sister.” 





| 
j 
| 


are now on the air in| 
produc- 


Click of the two Procter & Gam- | 


ble French-language 
be the prompter 
Rue Principale’ (‘Main Street’), 15- 
minute show sponsored by Oxydol 
has become very strong here. Chipso 
and Ivory Soap are splitting another 
half-hour sketch, ‘Bon Jour, 
dame,’ also a draw. 


KATE SMITH 10 
HAVE 3 SHOWS 


programs may 


Kate Smith will probably appeai 
in three different programs on CBS 
next season, This will include her 
Swansdown - Calumet hour 
days at 8 p.m., which resumes Sept. 
24 after a summer lay-off. Another 
commercial for another night is in 
negotiation by Ted Collins. She wil! 
also continue her afternoon series, 
currently sustaining, in which she is 
developing a commentator formula. 


General Foods has ticketed the star | 


for two years. Summer layoffs are 
provided for both 1938 and 1939, but 
there is some possibility that the 
sponsor may decide to originate pro- 
grams from the N. Y. World's Fair 
next summer. That’s way off. 

Following the present season sign- 
oft star will, as usual, summer in the 
Adirondacks. 


CRAMPTON RESIGNS 


FROM ESTY AGENCY 


J. Savington Crampton 


resigned 
last week as radio director for the 
William Esty agency. Crampton 


joined Esty about a year ago and 
had been concerned mainly with the 
production of the Jack Oakie show 
in Hollywood for Camel. His resig- 


Thurs- | 


for Lever Bros, ‘La | 


Ma- | 
| of its 


| 
i 
| 





Moth at Lunch 


McCann-Erickson agency has 
made a transcription of a moth 
munching wool to graphically 
it listeners the } 
of the insect in plug- 
ging Larvex (product of Zonite). 
Sound-amplify the chewing of 
the moth worm 10,000,000 times, 

Waxed result of the experi- 
ment is now being used to point 
up the copy for Larvex on the } 
WMCA, N. Y., 
upon which Mae Murray dishes 
out ‘lovelorn advice.’ 


LOG CABIN SET 
f1/, MONTHS 
AHEAD 


CBS’ sales department has accept- 
ed an Foods 
advance 


point out to 


ravages 


commerciai on 











order from General 


four and a half months in 
of starting date. Incident is the first 
kind for 


since the 


either Columbia or 
NBC resumed 
their upward trend in 1934, Prod-| 
uct involved, Log Cabin Syrup, was 
on the NBC-red Saturday nights 
during the past season. It starts with 
CBS Sept. 15, taking the Friday 7.30 
to 8 p.m. spot. 

Program will again be headed by 
Jack Haley and emanate from Holly- 
wood. Benton & Bowles is the 


networks 


| agency. 








| 
j 
| 
' 
| 
} 


nation came within a few weeks of | 


the Oakie program’s foldup. 

Crampton had been for years 
with J. Walter Thompson as the ac- 
count contact on Lux (Lever Bros.) 
and was credited with contributing 
much toward the click development 
of the Lux Theatre (CBS). 


Renfro Barn Dance May 
Draw Brown-Williamson 


Chicago, May 3. 
Brown-Williamson Tobacco is con- 
Sidering underwriting the Saturday 


night edition of the Renfro Valley 
Barn Dance out of WLW, Cincin- 
nati. Program would be fed to 


WGN, Chicago, 
agenting the idea. 

Same barn dance series has Allis 
Chalmers as the current backer over 
Mutual, 


Freeman Keyes is 


Lem and Martha, WHO, De 


Moines, comedy team, are making 
Personal appearances in Iowa _ fol 
Oshkosh B’Gosh overalls. 


| 


+ 


PLEDGE NO WORD 





New York End of Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert Agency 
Asks Writers to Waive 
Everything for $25 a 


Script Average 


N. Y. VS. CHI 


Radio 


an oath of secrecy, to 


authors are asked to take 


disown their 


own brain children, and to remain 


perpetually unknown and uncredited 


] 


1 a new contract clause they are 


being asked to sign by the New York 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert. 
several steps further the 
traditional policy of the New York 
office where the only authors of- 
ficially acknowledged are Frank and 
Anne Hummert, heads of the 


office of 
It carries 


agency. 

Advertising agencies in many 
cases have been against author 
credits over the air, but have not 
customarily objected to the author’s 
identity being read into the trade 
record, 

Clause in the new 
submitted for signature by air 
scripters reads, ‘I hereby agree not to 
publicize any of the facts relating to 
my association with this 

Secondary Rights 

While the clause depriving the 
writer of his credit is a new move 
by B-S-H, the agency has for some 
time asked 


contracts being 


program, 


scripters to sign away 
all subsidiary rights to their work. 
Material includes title, plot, dialog, 
characters and situations, while the 
subsidiary rights cover any future 
radio broadcasts, television, motion 
picture .(both silent and sound), 


dramatic, magazine, book, newspaper 


|or any other publication or use. All 


Allen Sub for Sal Hepatica — 
Only; Vitalis in 2nd Half 
Via Pedlar & Ryan 


Bristol-Myers will reorganize its 
hour period on the NBC-red (WEAF) | 
link Wednesday nights when Fred 
Allen retires for his summer 13-week 
vacation at the end of June. Substi- 
tute summer stanza, when picked by 
Young & Rubicam, will be fer a half 
hour only and confine itself to plug- 
Subsequent half 
hour, 9:30 to 10 p.m., will be taken 
over by the same manufacturers’ ‘For 
Men Only’ (Vitalis) but handled by 
the Pedlar & Ryan agency. 

It is intended to return the Allen 
session toa a full hour in the fall and 
again include Ipana toothpaste in the 
commercial copy. ‘For Men Only’ is 
currently on the red network Mon- 
day nights from 10 to 10:30. 


STOKOWSKI-DURBIN 
STRICTLY A PERHAPS 


cing 
ging 


Sal Hepatica. 


That Leopold Stokowski-Deanna 


Durbin program which Bill Bacher 
is promoting is ‘under considera- 
tion along with many other pro- 
grams’ at Texaco. Latter firm has 
| heard in all over 50 program ideas, 
| it's understood. 

Stokowski-Durbin deal has been 


} 


the fountainhead of a lot of rumors 
n last few weeks. 


Circulation Note 


*hiladelphia, May 3 
WFIL_ thinks radio man 
ym New York to Hollywood wants 
to be a program director. Last week 
VARIETY that John 
Clark, present program director, had 


every 


fy 
carried story 


resigned 
Since then station has had 57 ap- 
ob, although it has 


’ 
no intention of hiring an outsider at 


title and possible royalties become 
the permanent and outright proper- 
ty of the employer. 

Writers are not 
‘ghosting’ as such 
radio as in other forms of modern 
pot-boiling the professional writer 
recognizes realistically that the man 
or woman who writes in another’s 
name may accept this for the money 
involved and without necessary loss 
of standing as a writer. In publish- 
ing circles the ghost is usually 
known and if he does a creditable 
job he gets the credit privately if 
not publicly. 

Writers complain that Humm 
script prices are the lowest paid 
($25) for network programs and that 
in addition they must forego the ad- 


adverse to 
on occasion. In 


vantages of official and unofficial 
publicity. 
Hummerts’ $25—and no credit 


arrangement compares with $50 
from the average high-ranking 
agency. Writers are also strongly 
impressed that the Chicago office of 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert pays bet- 
ter than the New York end. This 
is a reverse, they deciare, .n the 
cost equation in all other 
of radio production. 


branche 


Chicago Scale 

Writers are reportedly paid any- 
where from $200 to $400 for network 
shows by the Chicago office, while 
the regular fee for network shows 
(five-a-week) is $125 at the New 
York end. In a similar way, Hum- 
mert program directors get $75 a 
week in New York, as compared 
with $100 a week (plus the fact that 
they are always given at least two 
different programs, for a minimum 
of $200 a week) in Chicago. 

The Hummerts contend that 
above can hide de- 


smart 
production from 


fiiciencies in 


Zac Freedman Joins CBS 


H lly Wo J 
La Freedman, N.Y. radio pro- 
ducer, joining CBS staff this week. 
Will do series of Zane Grey west- 
erns and ‘Golden Gloves’ as network 
summer fillers, 


scripting 


YMENT 





Actors Union Wants Nation-Wide 
Scale: Webs Seek Differential: 


Some Progress Toward Pact 





It’s a Secret 


(Ghost writers for B-S-H 
shows are 


clude the 


understood to in- 
following:) 


‘Lorenzo Jones’ — Theodore 
Ferro 

‘Second Husband’—Carl Bix- 
DY 

‘David Harum’—John DeWitt 

‘Just Plain Bill—Robert An- 
drews 

Mrs. Wiggs of the Cabbage 
Patcl Robert Andrews 

W ry Down East E. R. Ma- 
gill 

‘Our Gal Sunday’—Doris Hal- 
man, Cornelia Gillham (former- 


ly by Lawrence Hammond and 
later John DeWitt). 

‘John’s Other Wife’—Law- 
rence Hammond 

‘Young Widder Jones’—Lloyd 
Rosenmunde, with occasional 
collaborators (formerly by 


Lawrence Hammond). 

‘Alias Jimmy Valentine’ — 
(currently off the air) Ernest 
Shenkin., 


‘Wife vs. Secretary’—Marie 
Baumer, 

‘Stella Dallas’—Stuart Ayres 
(lives in Bermuda and sends 
scripts by mail). 

‘Backstage Wife’ — Lawrence 


Hammond, 
‘Popeye the 

Johnson. 
‘Romance of Helen 

Richard Salisbury. 


Sailor’ — Carl 


Trent’— 











PLOT FACTORY 
~ UNDER WXYZ'S 
STRIKER 


| 

Detroit, May 3. 

| WXYZ has added two scripters to 
| aid Fran Striker in penning of ‘Lone 
| Ranger’ and ‘Green Hornet,’ localty- 
produced serials which have cross- 
country networks. Idea is not only 
to relieve pressure on Striker, who’s 
been carrying 15-minute daily pro- 
grams for past several years, but also 
to have men available in any eventu- 
ality. 


Two added men under Striker’s 
direction were taken from other job 


at station. They are Tom Dougall 
who penned the ‘Ann Worth, House 
wife’ serial, and Gibson Fox, from 
the dramatic department, 

Plan is eventually to involve trans- | 
fer of all actual scripting from | 
Striker’s shoulders to others, with 
Striker coordinator and super- 

sor over two present serials and 


any others that may develop. Under- | 


tood also that writing staff may be 
eventually enlarged to include a 
pecialist in various phases of 
ing, 1.¢., romance, mystery, 
spectacular, ete. 

Under that setup, it would be pos- 
sible to delegate various episodes of 
erials to could 


element 


writ- 


love, 


whomevel! handle 
wanted or 
Staff would also serve to 
levelop ideas, plots, et al for the 


the particular 


uggested 


@liais 


Claude LaBelle Off Desk 
San Francisco, May 3. 

Emilia Hodel is now radio editor of 

the San Francisco News, local Scripps- 

ucceeding Claude La 

confining 


Belle, who j himself en- 


rely to the drama desk, Mi Hode} 
yreviously handled the News’ radio 
og 

Recently signed contract v th | 
the Northern California Newspeper 
Guild, which limits working ho 
to 40 a week for editorial employee 
Vas responsible for the shift 


‘chapter of 


{to New York 


4 ions : t Ameri- 
in Federation of Radio Artists and 
the National and Columbia networks 
gradually approaching 
Factions have agreed on 
most issues, but have been unable as 
yet to come to terms on one or two 
sticklers 
Principal 
present 1s 


difference at 
tood to be the ques- 


wagze minimum for 


item of 
unde: 


tion of a untform 





the entire country AFRA favors a 
blanket minimum while the net- 
rks are insisting on separate scales 
for N Yor} fe azo)CUand «lth 
Coast 
Network argument ; Said to be 
that production costs vary in differ- 


making separate wage 


Also claimed that 


the cost of living is 


ent localities, 
} scales necessary, 
different in vari- 
ous sections of the country, 
a blanket wage scale inequitable. 
Against those arguments, AFRA is 
reported to be taking the stand that 
any difference in production costs 
and the standard of living in variou 


| 
making 


5 | > 
areas is a comparatively trifling mat- 
ter, Main reason AFRA is holding 


out for a uniform scale, however, is 
understood to be a fear that if differ- 
ent levels are established for vari- 
ous localities the networks may late: 
idopt a policy of shows 
around the country to meet cost con- 
ditions. Such a 
figured, might 
performer 
control, 
Negotiating 
union and the 


bouncing 


development, it is 
make 
wages 


supervision of 
much harder to 


committees for the 
skedded to 


nets are 


hold another of their frequent ses- 
sions today (Wednesday). No final 
agreement is foreseen, but some 


g ; anticipated. 
being held on an average of abcut 
l|two a although no 
schedule is maintained 
AFRA’s negotiations with the com- 
mittee representing the American 
Assn. of Advertising Agencies have 
been in abeyance for several weeks. 
Four A’s have been busy with con- 
vention activities, so the matter has 
been let slide. Dickerings are ex- 
pected to be resumed in a couple of 
days. Stated that no solution is im- 
minent, although considerable prog- 
| ress has been made, . 


Actors Union 
Organizational 
Drive in Detroit 


Meetings at 


progress 


week, regulat 





i 


Detroit, May 3 
With three of the ‘Big Four’ sta- 
tions here 80 organized, local 


American Federation of 
Radio Artists is biding time on de- 
mands to ether execs until AFL has 
reached agreement with NBC and 
CBS. 

Local now pondering results of a 
questionnaire among announcers, ac- 
soloists and sound 


| tors, technicians, 


hoping to get a complete picture of 


situash here for groundwork on de- 


mands to be made later. Chief 
{among the complaints so far re- 
ceived, beside the usual money 
angle, are too-long rehearsals for 
nort programs and ufficient no- 
tice on when talent will be needed, 
Union claims between 80 and 90% 

of talent is organized at WXYZ, 
WWJ and WJR, while lesser per- 
centage are under the banner it 


CKLW WMBC and WJBK. Al 
Hodge, WXYZ, is chairman of local, 
which has opened an 


Franc Palms bu 


office in the 
lding and now has 


who went to the Coast 
‘veral months ago to join the Estey 
tion staff, has returned 
ince the Eddie Cantor 


es for Texaco wound up. 


Ira Ashley, 


agency produc 
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avis Jones’ Waxed Off NBC For 





Broadcast ing 


Blackeit-Sample-Hummert within 
dhe next couple of weeks will begin 
broadcasting a platter edition of the 
‘Lorenzo Jones’ dramatic series over 
the Luxembourg high-powered sta- 
tion for British listener consumption. 
Will be a waxed repeat of the daily 





show over NBC red for Phillips 
Magnesia, and the same sponsor will 
vankrolL Patrick Cruikshank, Eng- 
jish radio exec now huddling with 
Frank and Mrs. Hummert in New 
York, will have charge of the se- 
ries. Three or four other programs 
will also be aired over the Luxem- 


bourg transmitter. 

earlier reports, the 
an to place pro- | 
French or Irish | 
London 
however 


Contrary to 
Hummerts do not p! 
grams on British, 
stations. They will go to 
in June to open an office, 


ESSAY VOTE AS 
LISTENER BAIT 





Benton & Bowles agency this week 
commenced an unusual contest ask- | 
ing listeners to name which of two | 
they think 
‘Hilltop House,’ 
both are script shows, 
airing for Colgate- 
Palmolive-Peet. Former plugs Palm- 
olive soap, latter Super-suds. 


is the beiter program. 


One is other ‘Myrt 


and Marge’; 


same sponsor, 


‘Myrt’ airs over CBS, 10:15-10:30 
am., with ‘Hilltop’ niched in the 
following quarter-hour. On_ both 


shows the contest is ballyhooed, ask- 
ing listeners to participate in the | 
$1,000 contest for the best letter on | 
which program is better and why. 
Naturally the stunt is to get lis- 
fteners extra tune-ins to both show s. | 
—--- 
| 
| 





RUSHING RUSH HUGHES 
TALKS, EATS AND RUNS 


Washington, May 3. 


Quite a to-do over the arrival of 
Rush Hughes, NBC’s star broadcaster, 
from the West Coast. In addition to 
sharing the ether with Congress- 
woman Edith Nourse Rogers, of 
Massachusetts, Hughes established a 
recérd in dinner-gulping as guest 
of local NBC transmitters, WRC- 
WMAL. Startled Washington radio 
editors by wolfing a quickie at a 
local hostelry and allowing himself 
15 minutes to catch a train for Bos- 
ton, when Capital taxicabs require 
at least 20 minutes for the trip. 








Author of ‘Hughes-News’ was 
touring with representatives of 
Young & Rubicam advertising 
agency, but was swamped _ with 


Washington and Baltimore distrib- 
utors of Borden’s milk—his sponsor. 
Distribs, incidentally, call them- | 
selves ‘milk brokers,’ in this neck 
of the woods. 





Spud Using Spots | 


Spud cigarettes, after a year’s lay- 
off from the ether, is nosing back on | 
the air again. Icebreaker is spread 
of spots in major markets only. Gum- 
binner agency now has account. Max 
Geller, formerly with Compton agen- 
cy, is account execing for the ciggie. 

Last ozone splurge for Spud was 
when Ed Wynn topped a_ variety 
program on NBC-blue. At that time 
Young & Rubicam had the account 


Hawaiian Mer to U S.A. 


Honolulu, May 3. 
Wesley Edwards, newlv elected v.p. 





of KGMB here and KHBC, Hilo, is 
now on a biz trip to the Siates, which 
will include New York, Chicago, 
Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, San Francisco 
and Los Angeles. 

First visit in two years of anyone 
from the Hawaiian stations to the 
American mainland on a jaunt afier 


New York, Edward: 
Alliance office. 


accounts. In 
will use Conquest 


| cutting off of 


Hub Show Extended 


| Crosiey 


—— enn 





Agency-Sponsors 


M. Mathes, Inc., Janded & 
$2 = 000 contract for milk advertis- 
ing by New York Siate. This is the} 
fourth year the agency has directed | 
the campaign. The 1938-39 appro- 
| priation is $10,000 Jarger than that | 


from Luxembourg 





ments by film stars of milk as a 
beautifier will again be a feature of 


tion is needed for invitations to 
cocktails in radio circles can he 











gleaned from why WHN, N. Y., the drive. Nine agencies submitted | 
publicity department poured bids for the contract. 
for the press last week. —_—— 
Al Simon moved his quarters Mitchell - Faust agency, Chicago, 
from one room to another. has new account in Albert Miller Co., 
potato wholesaler Ozone will be 
used. 
MUTUAL A S K } Lustig agency, Cleveland, has two 
new accoun in Urman-Burger hats 
nd Lubeck beer Both may use 


radio, 
WSAZ, Huntington, W. Va., will air | 
the annual state-wide high school | 


band festival from local stadium, 

with United Fue] Gas sponsoring. 
Gulden‘’s mustard will continue its 

WJZ, N. Y., »rogram through May. 


Peg LaCenira the top talent. Ac- 
Regina, Sask., May 3. Cc unt had first ented to fold pro- 
Stations connected with the Ca-| pram end of April. 
nadian Broadcasting Co. are under da 7 
instruction to refrain from using the ‘Energine Newsreel’ has renewed 
words ‘Mutual Broadcasting System’ | gor gyve more weeks ove! its Sunday 
in any spot but the end of an ex- | NBC-red hookup. Had been some 


change program. CBC had acted on 
the request of the Mutual manage- | 
ment after the latter became wor- | Bull Durham, an American Tobac- | 
ried that the indiscriminate use of | ¢9 Co, product, will use a transcrip- | 
the tag might cause the premature | tion campaign in 16 markets this 


consideration of offing the show. 





a program. summer. It will be 39 quarier-hours 

American Telephone & Telegraph | of hillbilly music and patter featur- 
Co.’s radio line boardmen recognize | jing Louise Massey, with the series to | 
the announcement of ‘Mutual Broad-| pe run off at the rate of three a 


as a standing cue to 
switch circuits. CBC’s outlets have 
been asked to use the -words ‘Mu- 
tual Network’ for identification pur- 
poses during any point of the pro- 


casting System’ week. 

RCA Victor is doing the record- 
ing and Lord & Thomas is the 
agency. 


gram except the close. | New business at WGY, Schenec- 
a 8 eee tady: 

Similar request was issued by Lucky Strike Cigarets, 17 one- 

| Fred Weber, Mutual gen. mgr., to all | minute transcriptions weekly for one 

affiliated stations in the United year via WGY, Schenectady, through 
| States for like reasons, |Lord & Thomas. 

ee ae We | New York State Bureau of Pub- 

|licity, 12 quarter-hour live talent 


| travelogues, with Conservation Com- 
missioner Lithgow Osborne and Bob 

Wilbur. 

Curtis Brothers (Blue Label Prod- 
ucts) participations in WGY House- 
hold Chats, through N. W. Ayer. 

International Harvester (tractors), 
one minuters, 52 times, through Au- 
brey, Moore & Wallace, Chicago. 

Oneida, Ltd. (silverware), ‘Peggy 
Tudor’ transcriptions until June 9, 
| through BBD&O, 

Albany Diesel Institute, one-min- 
ute live talent announcements, De 
Rouville Agency. 

Gardener Nursery, quarter-hour 
musical clock, daily, WGY, through 
Northwest Advertising, Seattle. 


By Fleischmann’s 


Fleischmann’s - Yeast will extend 
the inspirational program it has been | 
underwriting on the Yankee network 
to the NBC-blue, starting May 30, 
Stanza will consist of Dr. William L. | 
Stidger, Boston clergyman, and a 
couple of hymn singers. 

Hookup will be confined to New 
England, New York State and Penn- 
sylvania, with 11:45-12 noon Monday 
through Friday the schedule, J. 
Walter Thompson is the agency. 








b] . Schaffer Stores (groceries) 15- 
Mark Warnow S Short Rest minute live talent shows daily, De 
Rouville, 





Madonna Tomato Paste, participa- 
tions in WGY Market Basket, twice 
weekly, May 3-July 20, through 
Sternfield Godley, New York, 


Mark Warnow orchestra finishes 
up on the Lucky Strike Hit Parade 
June 4 and after a short vacation | 
comes back on air July 6 on a CBS 
sustainer., | 

Blue Velvet series, which Warnow New business at WBT, Charlotte, 
had all last summer, will again be N. C.: 








used. It will be in a 9 p.m. Wed. spot. Quaker Oats Co., three 15-minute 
programs a week for 13 weeks, for 
Jennings Back to Cincy Quaker Macaroni, studio show, 


placed by Mitchell Faust Advertising 
Agency. 
Pure Oil Coa., three announcements 
a day for a month, placed direct. 
American Tobacce Co. (Roi Tan 
cigars), one 50-word announcement 
a day for 50 days, placed by Lau- 


Cincinnati, May 3. 
Robert G. Jennings, vice president 
and general sales manager of WLW | 
and WSAI, is back at his desk in | 
headquarters, Cincinnati, | 
after a month’s work in the East. 
Bob Dunville, WSAI manager, in 


Chicago Monday (2) and in Minne- | sar C. Gumbinner. . 
apolis Tuesday (3) on trade trek | ) Remedy, seven 50-word an- 


with Wallace K. Hustad, assistant |"OUncements a week for 52 weeks, 
sales manager of Crosley’s WLW | Placed by Harvey-Massengale, 

and WSAI, in charge of the western Cole Mfg. Co. (farm implements) 
division. Dunville put in a two-day | S¢ven 90-word announcements a 
biz session last week in Hot Springs, Week for four weeks, placed direct. 


Va. | Goodrich Tire, one announcement 
fe Ee a day for 26 days, placed direct. 
‘ . , ‘ = 

Peddle Hopalong Cassidy Barbasol will renew contract with | 


(of the past year. Newspapers will| 

Any Excuse | be the principal media used, but | 
peeeies | spot radio, magazines, booklets and | 

Idea of what small provoca- posters also will be used. Endorse- | 


| 
no check as to his whereabouts 





News to Sheriff 


Tulsa, Okla., May 8. 
‘Gang Busters’ show (Palm- 
olive) which CBS aired the 
week before unwittingly caused 
| plenty hubbub around the local 
| sheriff's office. Program dealt 


| with Harry Noble, youthful 
Tulsa bandit, who was in the 
local bastille’ while the show 


was warning listeners to be on 
the lookout for him. Noble had 
been captured between the 
script writing and the air, but 


maintained between 
the 
pro- 


had been 
the local authorities and 
Phillips Lord office, which 
duces ‘Busters.’ 

Hundreds of Oklahomaites 
who had read abcut the capture 
phoned the sheriff's office seek- 
ing details of the ‘escape.’ 











ALLUSIONS 10: 


BERGEN DUMMY 
DEPLORED 


J. Walter Thompson agency has 
asked CBS, NBC and Mutual tc 
lete from the copy on their programs 
any reference to the character of 
Charlie McCarthy, and to request the 


difficult to construct copy for Edgar | 


Bergen on 


the Chase & Sanborn 
show. : 


— eevee ———— 


‘Postal Telegraph 


Buying Air Spots 


Postal Telegraph will use a 
announcement campaign 
Marschalk & Pratt to bolster its 
Father's Day business. Announce- 
ments will concern themselves with 
a soOag lyrics contest, with listeners 
offered a publication contract 
the usual royalties for the best set of 
verses on the theme of Father's Day. 
Contest will close May 15, 

Mrs. Clarence Mackay, nee 
Case, will write the melody 
selected lyric. Mills Music, Inc 
publish, 


Int’] Red Cross Relay 


Washington, May 3. 
U. S. Office of Education plugging 
its international Junior Red Cross 
broadcast—‘Calling All Countries'— | 
as a sure-fire hit. 
Program will be aired tomorrow 
(4), from 5 to 5:30 p.m., EST. over 


spot 
through 


Anna 





W2XAD and W2XAF, Schenectady. 
Six languages will be utilized in mes- 
sages delivered by youngsters 
foreign legations and embassies at 
foreign lands. Junior Red Cross 
World Song will be warbled by a 
New York chorus with an accom- 


chestra in the nation’s capital. 

Broadcast will be switched from 
Washington to New York to Schen- 
ectady to San Francisco, with the 
annual Junior Red Cross Convention 
tuning in at the West Coast talking- 
point. 

U. S. Commissioner of Education 
John W. Studebaker, of the Interior 
Department's education 
give a short spiel. with the American 
Schools Program. through the co- 
| operation of the National Education 
| Association, participating. 


| 





| Baggaley, Horton & Hoyt. Show 


looting by 


Hollywood, May 3 Arthur Godfrey for the Monday and | 
‘Hopalong Cassidy’ will ride the | Friday Columbia network st nt from 
airlanes if Harry Fields is success- | WJSV. Washington. New ceries be- 
ful in landing a sponsor for the, gins in September. curre nt series 
transcription series. having signed off. | 
Fields left for the east last week- ‘i 7 
end to audition ‘Cassidy’ and several) | WCAU, Philly, new biz: 


other script shows, which he woula United Drug, five 15-minute tran- 
produce, scriptions. 
ert = | J. W. Marrow, series of 13 Sunday 
Davidsen Joins Federal 'afternoon shows with Perry Como 
John S. Davidson has left J. M. Set by Baggaleyv, Horton & Hoyt, 
Mathes, Inc., where he was radio’ Inc. and etd by Transamerk, 
director, tc join the Federal Adver- | Chi 
tising Agency. He will work on Libby, McNeil & Libby, quarter- | 
radio and contact accounts. hour airings weekly. Placed by J.| 
Javidson wa previously with | Walter Thompson, Chi. 


Young & Rubicam. ' WVarady of Vienna, placed by 





15-minutes of transcribed 
Isham Jones orch. 

L. N. Renault & Sons, wines. five- 
minute news period daily. Mondav 
through Saturday, for 23 weeks. Set 
by White-Lowell, New York. 

W. M. Whitney & Co., Albany de- 
; partment store, has taken 1 me for 
'a half-hour musical clock Gaily., 2¢ 
| weeks, over WGY. through Leig! ton 
| & Nelson, starting Mav @& First 
time an Albany general store hus 
| sponsored a musical ticker on the 


‘Schenectady station, 


de- | 


NBC Red network and short wavers | 


from | 


Washington to their compatriots in | 


paniment furnished by the NBC or- | 


office. will | 





PHILLIPS LORD 
EXPANDING 
SETUP 


Phillips H. Lord is 
his program producing unit ana 
| widening its scope. Intention is to 
| build all sorts of shows, put toge 
package programs including music 
and sell scripts to stations around 
the country, 

Departure is that Lord wil] not 
sell himself on the programs as he 
has chiefly done in the past when 
producing commercials, but wil] con. 
centrate @1 running the 
tion. 

Aim is chiefly to produce la 
for agencies, but transcription 
ices to stations will be made avail- 
able if a market can be found. 

Staff of outfit is to be enlarged, 
|and for the first time Lord is lamp- 
|ing program ideas submitted by out- 
siders. Formerly all the material 
!was turned out from within his 
organization, which at present totals 
24. 


enlarging 


ther 


OTPZanlzae 


vouts 


SETVe- 


Radio rights to the books of 
Kathleen Norris have been bought, 
and the novels are being whipped 


up into air script series. 


ee nD 


PENNSYLVANIA 
TOURIST SHOW 


same consideration of their affili- 
ated stations. 
Explanation advanced by Thomp- | 
son for this request is that the dum- | 
i|my has been used so frequently of | 
late on network shows as basis for | 
comedy material that it is becoming 


series 
wil] be 


‘Pennsylvania on Parade,’ 
plugging the state of Pennsy, 
revived over the CBS network be- 
ginning the first week in June. Will 
' originate at WCAU, Philly, with Bob 
Golden orch and vocal soloists pro- 
viding the come-on. Keystone state 
sponsored a series last year over the 
same chain. As before, this will bally 
Pennsy as a tourists’ mecca for the 
summer months. Scrams the air in 
September. Will be a 15-minuter. 

Walker-Downey agency, of Pilts- 
burgh, is handling the account #nd 
Manie Sacks, of Music Corp. of 
America, is setting the talent, 


MARINES ASK, GET 
RECRUITING PLUGS 


Philadelphia, May 3. 

To the list of those seeking free 
time on Philly stations was added 
j|the U. S. Marine Corps during the 
past week. Local recruiting office 
requested time to sell advantages of 
joining Marine reserves and getting 
a couple weeks in camp this summer 
in addition to a nice, shiny uniform. 

Philly Army and Navy recruiting 
offices have long been users of ‘for 
free’ air time. Station managers 
agreed to give Marines plugs, same 
as they have done for the other two 
service branches in the past, 


RCA Subsid Shows Net 


Radiomarine Corp. of America, 
subsid of RCA, showed net profit cof 
|nearly $16,000 for the first quarter 
this year as compared with initial 
three-month period in 1937. Net was 
$66,224 for the three months ending 
March 31 as against $50,722 in the 
| first quarter last year. 
| March profit was $22,350 as com- 
pared with $20,399 for same month 
'in 1937, 


ana | 


for the | 
., Will | 











Better as Playwright? 





Freddie Brokaw, the sales rep. has 
virtually given up his aciing career 
with the Summit (N. J.) amateur 


theatrical group. Brokaw, once the 
Barrymore of the sales rep biz. has 
now turned writer. 

His first opus is a burlesque cn 
‘Good-bye Again’ titled ‘So Long. Se 
What?’ which his erstwhile Summit 
colleagues will act out. 


Arrow Shirts on  CFCF 


Montreal. Ma. 
Clueit, Peabody (Arrow S$} ts) 
have taken the 7.15 to 7.30 spot Tues- 
day and Thursday over station CFCF 
for a period of 13 weeks. 
Using ‘Hollywood Spotlighis 
scripuons, 





Webl- 
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BRITISH 


Canadian Sales Rep Franchise 





Montreal, May 3. 
Station sales representatives desirous of recognition must now file appli- 
a franchise with the C Association of Broadcasters and 
are obliged to answer satisfactorily on each of 
follows. 


one year only. 


cations for anadian 
the 15 clauses of the appli- 
cation which 
Franchise is for Renewals must 


Form of application is as follows 


be applied for annually. 


I 

hereby appl for a franchise for a vea > OD it? ag an autho rel adlveriising agancy 
Yhere is submitted with this application 1a yom n i itements specified in 
your Regula n regarding the minimum requ ments of i nm ns @ ACHINng » 
auch franchis a copy of which is @ ached , 1i4 app 

] Vis agree to be bound by the Armas Spe wed int 4e regula ona and I/WE makes 
thia application with the knowledge that any infringem of ® reguilat is wil 
eaxuse the lo of the franchis 

SUINED 

PATI ; A 

Revulations regarding the minimur requirements of and mid ons attaching: to ne 
granting by Canadian Association of Broadeca rs of a franchise as an enfranchised 
ariyvert mz agene, 

Clonem ion of 15°, paid by the operators of radio stations to enfranchised advertising 
ayer is granted: (1) in order te enable advert ng agen “4 30 to serve national 
advertising accounts that such a sunis om niinu nel ines ae: (2) In order that 
their nirunchised advertising agen , ris sxpend money in the procuring of new 
national adver ng a sunts: (3) in ordes » asSuU an nnual net operating profit to 
a m ag ’ 

1-A\ Applica n for ren 1 of a neh sh > " 1 anniially on or before 
Jernuar loth. on the Association's form and must be a sipan { \ i inforr on 
and stutements speciiied in these regul ms ranch la from M nh is if 
each year 

it. New appl itions r ived during 1988 will be considered as received er at the 
Ajrection of the Board of Director of the Canadian Association of Broadcasters Any 
franch » granted to such new applicants will expire on i bruar 28th, 1950 

2 Applicants must furnish with their application a siatement of assets and Habil 
ties, certified by an independent accountant approved by he Canadian Assoviation of 
Broadcasters Which must show a surplus of current Iquid assets o irrent liabil "s 
aa aelor to the Canadian Association of Broad rs Thia condition wv be 
etfective for a period ending February 2sth, 109 hen a defir requirement in doll 
value will be set by the Canadian Association of Broadcasters 

, The principal ‘or principals of the agency shall be men of good business eharacter 
with such experience in the advertising business as in the opinion of the ASS mn 
will isu good service to the agen 's clients No such principal shall be @ paid 
@rnnlo » or principal et an advertising client 

4 With his application, the applicant shall submit proof that he haw contra ted for 
fhreea national advertising accoun of a chara er satiefactorv to the Canadian Agso- 
ciation of Broadcasters, and has definite appropria ns for ad rtixing, the 18° com- 
mission on which is sufficient to adequately maint n his organ tien This condition 
will be effective for a period ending February ZsSth, 1989, when definite requirements in 
dollar vlu will be set by the Canadian Asso ition of Broadcasters 

’ The granting of franchises shall be in the sole 4d retion of the Directors of the 
Asa ‘ mn ind no applicant shall have any absolute right to a fram hise, wheiher o 
mot hh yp with the conditions set forth in the regulations 

; rh wuthorized agency shall maintain in Canada an a yuately equipped office 
for the sole purpose of conducting an arivertising agen h ness, and its pr pals 
ahall not be interested, directly or indirectly, in the publication of newspapers of 
periodical operation of a radio station, or in any blisiness or encerprise which Is 
competitive with radio advertising 

7 In making contracts with radia broadcasting siations, the agency shall use only 
fhe standard form of advertising cantra mroved from time to time by the Associa- 
tion, and shall make no additions or deletions 

s \ franch may be reveked by the Asse tion t anv time, if, In the opinion of 
the Association, there has been a failure on the part of the agency » fubfill the re- 
quirments of these Regulation but no such mn shall be taken, except upon six 
days’ W tten notice to th aweney which shall be afforded l pportunitvy to present 
ita ease > the Dir tora of the Association or to such Committee as the Directors shall 
airmoint Lor that purpose 

” No franchise mav be assigned \v hout the wt en consent of the Assoctation, but 
guoh mysent shall not be unreasonably bh | 

mw Rebating of a commission in a form is prohib 1 Rebating consista of 

(ar (;ivine to the advertiser any part of the agency omission received from radio 
s' ona 

(y) Tavment by the ageney of any part of the salary of an employee of a ellent 

fo) Payment by the agency of any part of the salary of an agency employee atta hed 
to the stall of a client, whether temporarily, or permanently 


billing of ifs expenditures on production, makes lesa than 
(Qliine charges, electrical transecrip- 
any costs connected with pro- 


axgeney in the 
1%’, on the nei—(production expenditures consist of) 
tion costs, talent, writing of script and continuities, or 
duction of radio programs). 

part of the agency 


ab If an 


radio ad- 
miscel- 
leas 


commission to the advertiser on 
vectising, daily newspapers, farm newspapers, weekly newspapers, magazines, 
laneous publications, outdeor and advertizing, If an agency makes 
than 15% en the gross on any expenditures on above classifications (except on posters, 
where 122% only is allowed) this will be considered rebating. 

11 The Canadian Association ef Broadcasters will, from time to time, advise the 
Canadian Association of Advertising Agencies, and the Association of Canadian Adver- 
tisers, the name of any exclusive representative appointed by radio stations, and the 
authorized advertising agencies undertake to deal only with such appointed exclusive 
representatives or with the radio stations direct, for the purchase of time on the radio 


fe) Allowance of any 


Street-car 


Pafttons 
i te _ account executive or member of an ageney staff pald on a commission, or 
salary and commission basis, may be required to make an affidavit that no part of his 
remuneration is rebated to an advertiser 

i Any enfranchised advertising agency paying any part of {ta commission on any 
account to any individual oer firm not enfranchised by the Canadian Association of Broad- 
esters shall lose its franchise 

14 All agencies covered by these regulations may, at any time after the tasuance 
of franchise, be required to employ independent accountants approved by the Canadian 
Aasociation of Broadcasters, Who shall certify whether or not here is evidence of 
Peloating rding to the definition contained in these 1 ‘eutla ons oP ee 
1% \ National account is d¢fined as a company which has Provincial oF National 
distribution of its products 


in a drastic change to the wrong side 
3 


Regina, Sask., May 3. 
‘Hollywood Hotel’ show went oft 


the Canadian air Friday (22) but is 
signed for another 13 weeks from 
| Sept. 30 by Campbells. It is the first 


of four American commercial shows 
skedded to fade for the summer 
CBC will not carry ‘Canada, 1938’ 
for Imperial Tobacco after May 6 
Carnation ends June 27 to start again 


7. Oct. 3. Jack Benny and Jello leave 
oF ‘ »ntiv "Rp i 

Montreal. May 3 June 26 and apparently CBC won't 
get the summer show of U. S. net- 


-eping 


are k 
the 


American sponsors 


works. General Motors 


Canadian radio stations in black of Beverley Baxter, British 


this vear. teported here that Cana- of parliament talks ends June 14 
dian national advertisers have cut ‘One Man’s Family’ for Tenderleaf 
radio appropriations approximately Tea exits June 29 but skedded to 
60 during the past three months, start Oct. 5 again 

and with a correspondingly large - 

humber of shows withdrawn from , S t 
the air Canadian stations would be CKAC S Emergency e up 
in a sorry plight but for programs 7 


piped in from the U. S. A Montreal. May 3 
Due to the greatly increased vol- Station CKAC i ling a nev 
ume of business since last year flow- 250)-watt transm! r in the La Presst 
ing in from American sponsors Cana- building to serve strictly as an emer- 
dian stations are maintaining volume gency outlet in the event of any trou- 
xf time sales as compared with! ble with the large 5.000-watt trans- 
1936-1937, but any decline from this mitt it Ste. Hya the, Quebe 
source corresponding to the drop . ) act ) 


u 
he Canadian business would re ult yperation OD May 15. 


a 





__ INTERNATIONAL RADIO. 


YANK onOWa Nab; 


UTHER FINDINGS 


B.B.C. Shocked to Learn 
That Fans Don’t Like So 
Much Straight Dance 





HASH-OVERS 


London, April 26. 
Shocked was John Watt, B.B.C. 
‘Director of Variety Programs, by 


evidence proving that straight 
grams of dance music are unpopular 


plo- 


with U.K. listeners Same survey 
indicates hook-up relays from the 
States are a flat floppo with British 


audiences. 

Facts come out 
instigated by Wait to determine lis- 
tener reactions to classified types of 
programs, in which 2,000 listeners, 
arbitrarily selected from 47,000 who 
responded to a broadcast appeal, 
conscientiously submitted weekly re- 


as result of probe 


ports on all light items aired over 
period of 12 weeks. 
Included in posers on a set ques- 


tionnaire one aimed at testing 
what proportion of the panel desired 
more of specific items, what desired 
less and what was satisfied with pres- 
ent ratios. While not necessarily con- 
clusive, figures reveal certain 
ing generalizations, principal among 
which is demand for 
more variety. 

Reginald Foort, B.B.C. _ theatre 
organ ace, and straight comedy pres- 
entations appear also in demand, with 
concert party programs, human in- 
terest sequences (Scrap Book’ and 
‘Star Gazing’ series, etc.) and theatre 
organs than Foort) working 
out satisfactory at present ratios, 

Serials nosedive slightly, though 
probe did not include recently con- 
cluded ‘Count of Monte Cristo’ which 
built up to a big audience, and mu- 
sical comedies also take a rap. Watt 


Was 


predominant 


(other 


expressed surprise at this fact, 
though reflection might have con- 


vinced him this was due to repeti- 
tion of too many outworn, old time 
shows which have outlived their 
popularity. Musicals which were 
pre-war hits on their stars and spec- 
tacle are not necessarily hot mike 
material when there is no vision and 


' only stock B.B.C. players in the casts. | 


Dance music sequences, either by 
studio programs or outside broad- 
casts from hotels and restaurants em- 
ploying ace combinations, went into 
a flat spin, to Watt's supreme disgust. 
‘The programs,’ he told VARIETY, ‘are 
good; yet they don’t like ‘em—and 
I don’t know why.’ Maybe it’s be- 
cause the public is overfed on dance 


music, which B.B.C. employs vir- 
tually as sole ‘sustaining’ material, 
as well as dropping slabs into key 
evening positions. Watt is, however, 


making best of bad job by gradual 
merging of straight dance music into 
coherent comedy which 
bands have an important position—a 
policy that is already proving popu- 
‘Band Wagon’ and ‘Monday 


Seven’ 


shows in 


lar in 
ht at 
No Like Yank 


American re! 
of the 
voting for less if these program 
Mant 
Matinee.’ thou ‘h reneral nference 


is British taste in light 


series 
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ays came wors Ou 
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Montreal Musicians Union Finds 
Compromise Basis for Government 


Radio; Actors Union Linked 


+ 





ROYDON HUMEL DUE Montreal 
: Federation of 
El Mundo Visiting New York 10cal 406 of the American 
and London Radio Centres tion Of Musicians, has succeeded in 
establishing closed shop in effect, if 
not in theory, in Montreal radio sta- 
tions through affiliation with the lo- 
cal branch of the American Federa- 
‘ion of Radio Artists following a long 
distance conference Joe 
Weber and local where- 
by the president of the A. F. of M 


May 3 
Montreal, 
Federa- 


Musician 


Exee 


Roydon Humel, managing directo 
of Radio El Mundo, is due in New 
York from Buenos Aires in about 
two weeks, 

Radio exec will 
10 days 


ods. 


between 


union exec: 


remain here about 
Yank radio meth- 


Likely that he will go to Lon- 


studying 


last week sanc 1e( he afi 
don from here and then return again . a <3 netioned the hcg iliation 
there sale tems of the AFRA and the MFM, retro- 
ee —-* ictive to April 4. 
Will headquarter with Melchor : 


Canadian Broadcasting Corp. claim- 
lishers, chain owners, here. ng exeMpveon fromm the closed shop 
because of its civil service status, 

nevertheless conceded the union de- 

mands in principle and granted every 

concession compatible with the law. 

Most important of the issues jin- 

volved, which were settled to the 


satisfaction of union officials. was 
acknowledgement of union authority 
to discipline recalcitrant members 


and strict wage maintenance. CBC 


network and other radio stations will 

ANGHAI now pay regular rates for overtime 
rehearsals, 

With the expiration of the current 

contract in the fall musicians are 


priming up for discussion of terms 
10. for a new contract. Through affilia- 


Guzman, N. Y. rep of Universal Pub- 


while 


—_—__—_. 


Shanghai, April 


Terrific ravage of Sino-Jap con- tion with the AFRA musicians will 
flict aided at least one industry here @@™mand that only entertainers who 
besides munitions—-radio. Despite ®"@ members of the AFRA shall be 
fact that ‘it felt all the horrors of ©™Ployed by local stations, 
the early stages of the war, Philco In the drive for closed shop here 


union men are limited in law by the 
passage of bills 19 and 20 at the last 


sales office, on Bubbling Well road, 
reported purchases of more. re- 


ceivers during past year than in S¢Ssion of the Provincial Legislature 
1936. it Quebec whereby the closed shop 

Phileco execs here point out two W245 declared illegal in this province 
reasons for increased sale first, However, union officials proclaim 
greater interest in radio because ‘hemselves satisfied because they 


both Japs and Chinese have taken to have accomplished in effect the estab- 


the air to present their and, lishment of the closed shop. 
second, thousands of sets Meanwhile, Walter Murdock, presi- 
were destroyed by the terrific bomb- dent of the Toronto Federation of 
ing of Shanghai. Musicians, member of the interna- 
st tional executive of the A. F. of M. 
IS Carrying on negotiations with radio 
stations throughout Canada. includ- 
ing the Canadian Broadcasting Cor- 
poration, for the establishment of a 
uniform wage scale. E. S. Bushnell 
is representing the CBC in the talks. 
As a result of the MFM victory 
here it is reported that Dr. J. J. 
Gagnier, formerly in charge of em- 
ployment of musicians fer the CBC, 


sides, 


receiving 


Spiel Flosser Tours 
Moose Jaw, Sask., May 3. 

W. H. Brodie, chief coach for an- 
nouncers for the Canad@lJan Broad- 
casting Corp., Toronto, traveling 
through the west to give instruction 
to announcers on Canadian stations 
as well as audition embryos who 
| wrote for a hearing. 


Dick Claringbull, senior acting has submitted to disciplinary action 
representative of the CBC, from) taken against him by the Musicians 


Winnipeg, was in town Tuesday (26) Federation and has been reinstated 
on business. He, too, is touring. as a member of the union. Under- 
tood that a fine of $1,200 was levied 
against Dr. Gagnier for infractions 
of union regulations, but officials did 
not reveal details covering 


which the mike will attempt to blend 
all forms of entertainment available 


at each of these spots. Programs settlement 


13 3¢ o t < 
put ovel once a has 


Which are to be 
week for 13 weeks, will 
laved on B.B.C. Empire transmitters 

Basic idea Watt 


is to take radio li the sea- 


also be re- 





Oot series, states 


tlom, 
teners to 
hh} 


English Notes 
proportion of available 


naturally gravitates in London, April 21. 

includ- Robert Donat impersonates Shakes. 
These Peare in first broadcast of Bernord 
every Dhaw’s ‘The Dark Lady of the Son- 





je. Large 
talent 
the summer to coast resorts, 
B.B.C, pertormers 
will be at 8.30 


Variety 


Ing many 


broadcasts 


Tuesday evening, and will run 60 net for which G.BS. personally 
minutes. Certain of the relays. ae- "S ads a new prolog tvying in with 
cording to present plans, will take Current agitation for a National 


Theatre 


place from the Scottish Empire Ex- 
hibition in Glasgow, 

During summer season B.B.C. will Five operas will be broadeast from 
ibandon ‘Music Hall,’ and ‘Palace of Covent Garden during Ison O . 
Variety,’ Sat lay pl I replat ig M 2. including o t " 
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“POPEYE THE SAILOR’ 





Jean Kay 
35 Mins. 
POPSICLE 
M-W-F, 6:15 p.m., EDST 
WABC-CBS, New York 
4 ' (Blackett-Sample-Hummert) 
Afier a year of ethering for 
Wheatena, Popeye now is shot at the 
{ moppeis over a 17-station hookup. 
B-S-H has taken over the assign- 
ment and the budget has obviously 
been given a major shearing. Show 
is billed as written and produced by 
Frank and Anne (Mr. and Mrs.) 
Hummert. of the agency, but is actu- 
ally scripted by Carl Johnson and 
produced by Lloyd K. Rosenmunce. 
Orchestra which provided _ the 
musieal narration, formerly a notable 
port of the stanza, has been dropped. 
Entirely new cast is now giving out 
Change is for the worse. 
Since the demon spinach-guzzler is 





such a fave with the urchins. an} 
Popeye series is probably a natural 
But this has some tough handicap 

a hard problem to translate int 


It’s 

adic Over-use of ‘ain’t nots’ anc 
similar attempts at rough and ready 
sailor lingo. Besides being a poor 
short-cut to characterization, that 
might conceivably stir up the gram- 
matical daddies and mammas. Oncn- 
jng stanza indicated Popeye, Olive 
OQvle. Wimpy, Capt. Dick and his 
Chinese servant, Fooie on Yu, are in 
for some hectic adventures reiriev- 
ine lost pirate treasure. 

Popeve is only mildly similar t 
ihe voice made familiar through the 
animated certoon series, while Olive 
Oyle and Wimpy are noticeably off 
ihe sound track. Hearty quality in 
Capt. Dick’s voice is okay. Produc- 
lion is non-evident. 

Besides two glowing commercials 
for Popsicle, the kiddies are instruct- 
ed how to get ‘free’ prizes by send- 
ing Popsicle bag wrappers. Amusin® 
that the vocal themer aired fore end 
aft is a sapolioed version of the 
bawdy ballad. ‘Who’s That Kro-''ng 
at My Door?’ Hobe. 






































































































i ED THORGERSEN 
Sports Talk 
10 Mins.—Local 


xequirements of the radio medium. 
Where a few moments of stereotype 
reading matter can be acceptably 
machine-gunned while a brief -ports 
reel is unwinding, it becomes deadly 
dull when unleashed over the air. 
; In the latter case there’s no helptu! 
eye distraction and the gab coines 
i ai over as obviously being read. No 

color, no variation, no expression, no 
jJife—no dice. 

On session caught (2) Thorgersen 
list of baseball scores, swung into 
then explained how the fans may 
participate in the show by writing in 
questions of general interest to spcris 
enthusiasts, Then, instead of bowing 
in the commercial, he announced the 
program off the air by saying ‘that’s 
all’ Weather report camé next, then 
the commercial followed. 

As ethered now, this inning is like- 
Jy to be accepted by the rabid sporis 
followers, but it won’t be surefire 





anyone else, Hobe. 
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CINCINNATI BASEBALL 


Hartman, Red Thornburg 
WHEATIES, SOCONY 
Every Day 
WSAI, WCPO, Cincinnati 


coverage of the team’s games. 


days. All contests of the 
j other National League towns, 


ti d gravhic description. 
q 


year. Red Barber, Crosley’s 


on WSAT for his fourth season. 


Es rformance but in different 
sachs has a separate following. 
Koll. 


‘VORTIMER MARLOWFE’ 


and Ethel Hinton 
Drama 
30 min. 
Sustaining 
Fridays, 3 p.m. 
WABC, CBS, New York 
Buffalo Players, in first of a serie 


eae falo. 





rogram at 3 p.m. was intended. 
’ Nicely done loon feed to web. 


With Don Costello, Everett Sloan, 


1% SINCLAIR OIL 

t Daily, 6.05 p.m., EDST 

i] WABC, New York 

} (Federal) 

i 4 Sports spieler for Fox Movietone 

3 News is doubling on this sesh for 

1.4 Sinclair Oil and when heard stum- 

) bling pretty badly. Using the same 

Bi siyle as he dishes out for the films | 
; ¥| and it simply doesn’t fit the altered | 


vaitied off a straight reading of the | 


horse racing, boxing, golf topics and | 


with them and certainly won't draw 


With Red Barber, Dick Bray, Harry 


Local rooters for the Reds are in 
for another season of topflight radio 
Ac- 
counts of home games are aired reg- 
ularly except for Sundays and holi- 
club in} 
SAVE 
New York and Brooklyn, which ban | 
broadcasting, are handled via tele- 


Hoirry Hartman is in his eleventh 


q straight year of baseball blasting for 
: WCPO. His assistant is Red Thorn- 
B burg, who started on the job last 


chief | 
sportscaster, is miking diamond stuff 


Botn combinations turn in an okay 
styles. 


With Clinton Buehlman, Hazel Hill. 


Probably drew plenty of chuckles 
“ from the housewives, for whom the | not 











! 

‘AMERICANS AT WORK’ 

With Frank Gallup, Dean Carleten, 
George Tiplady, Gene Lemand, | 
Ldward Latimer, Carl Franck, 
James McCallion, Hester Sonder- 
gaard, Arnold Moss and Bob Trout 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Thursday, 10:30 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 


First of the weekly series spon- 
sored by the CBS Adult Education : 
Board was a combined dramatiza- Harry Stockwell, young baritone 
tion, narration and interview dealing | who, after a start in films two years 
with sandhogs. Result was entirely | ago sort of simmered, was the male 
on the creditable side, program be-| guest for the show. He dubbed in 
ing intelligently written, and ably | voice for ‘Prince Charming’ char- 
acted and directed. It had a rather | acter in Disney’s ‘fnow White’ and 
compelling quality, and considerable | that brought out some babble from 
excitement Deems Tavlor and Miss Moore about 

Following a the boy. Lasted around four minutes 

before he got around to piping ‘One 


contribution of t 
can progress, Song’ from the cartoon’s score. And 





Follow Up Comment 








Grace Moore-Andre Kostelanetz 
program on CBS for Chesterfield 
ciggies was fair-to-middlin’ last Wed. 
(27). Lacked a sock song from the 
seprano or any orchestral acrobatics 
from Kosty’s orch. Too much gab 
for a musical show. 





15 minutes review of 
sandhogs to Ameri- 
whooping it up for the 


€ 

tunnel diggers listeners were|that was all he was allowed; "twas 
s vitched over to Bob Trout, CBS an- | not gracious to confine him _ to iust 
nouncer. Latter went down into the |one effort after so long a_ buildup. | 
Sixth Avenue, N. Y., tunnel with | Should either have had a pair or less 
Henry B. Talbot, tunnel superinten- | advance talk. He was oke on the 
dent to interview Joe Weaver. Joe | song. 

told something about himself in one Kosiv’s big blast came at start of 
word sentences, but carried off | the show. when he spurted his crew 
pretty well. 


he labeled 
one 


arranvement 
Fever Swing.’ In 


“ throush an 
Scripting by Margaret Lewerth ‘Spring 


was excellent even if along slightly 


Algeresque lines with sandhogs re-|to Get Un in the Morning’ and 
vealed as more or less of a mutual|kindred ‘lazy’ songs. Sprinkled | 


admiration society. Idea of the series | through were the adroit sound ef- 


which is under Lyman Bryson, Edu-| fects of crowing -roosters, alarm 
cation professor at Teachers College | clocks and bird noises. It was 
‘is to develop a new process of |sprichtlv. dissonent, yet lacked the 
learning through modern resources |snark and. startling scoring that 
of radio.’ Next week’s bill is an ‘Oh | characterize most of the batoneer’s 
boy’ for the railroad engineers. work. 


Other arrangement was of ‘Thanks 
for Memory.’ which, from such an 
lorch, was a disappointment. 

Pavl Douslas, on the sponsor's 
sounding-off horn, was in good form 
on good copy. 


SOGGY JONES AND HIS RIDGE- 
RUNNERS 

Hillbilly, Hokum 

30 Mins.—Lecal 

Sustaining 

M.-W., 2:30 p.m. | 

WKY, Oklahoma City 


Before the mike without script | might well have been Mama White- 
these boys spend the days between | man’s greeting to Pappy Whiteman 
each airing thinking up gags to pull | after the siege the dean put in Fri- 
and stump Daryl McAllister, m.c. | day (29) from the N. Y. World’s Fair 
Date caught (27) Soggy Jones (Doc | site. Whiteman played for the Jun- 
Davis) suddenly announced McAllis- | ior League’s Ball of Tomorrow. He 
ter had been taking piano lessons | was on the radio for Chesterfield as 
and would display his handiwork for | usual at 8:30 p.m. (making the ciga- 
| the first time over any radio station. | ret the first commercial from the 
McAllister came through with anjexpo) and again on NBC, Mutual 
| unannounced selection which sound- | and WHN in a salute to the Fair at 
|ed like he may have taken only two | 10:30 p.m. An hour later the jazz 
|of a 10-lesson course; was in line | king repeated the Chesterfield setup 
with general screwiness of show, | for the western stations. 


however, and seemed to get over tements maameans th wae fille 
good with studio aude and ote | Whitemen's prog 








‘Lil man. vou’ve had a busy day,’ 


| ; pedal and open-steam for swingo. | 

Mexican influence is lent by | But in swinging it, he doesn’t suffo- | 
Pancho (Lee Norton), whose imita-| cate melody altogether. What he | 
tion of border-English and rendi-| manages, with his characteristic | 


| tions of Spanish music have brought | artistry in arrangements and style, 
|letters from Mexican listeners who | is to compromise. 


thought him the real McCoy. Crack | , 
from Pancho was: ‘Who's ihe best | On the Chesterfield sesh there was 


| looking guy and why am I?’ 
Orch comes through with top- 


ible in rich postaree of eet 
sie ‘ch: melody, via vibraphone-guitar an 
St a SS |odd combinations generally. Pro- 
Loves My aby’ and Gut Down the | gram was strong all the way. With 
Old Pine Tree’ Signature is ‘Do You | 2racious commercials as a further 


: .. 4 | note of smartness. 

ogg bem Pee h Soggy oe In this, as in the sustaining nod, 
as appeare roug e courtesv ; hj ; , a” 
of Foo Products, Limited—imit-4 the Flushing meadows whoop-de-do 


got the best publicity. 

Lillian Manley, Paramount talent 
scout, sounded breezy and knowing 
in a guester on ‘We the People.’ She 


by Soggy Jones.’ Lewis. 





‘MARCH OF GAMES’ - 
With Arthur Ross, Sybil Trent 
Children’s Program 


15 Mins provoked studio laughter in yarning 
Sustaining about a handsome chap, with a fine 
M-W, 5:30 p.m. voice, who looked like a ‘find’ until 


he was given a script. Man read it 
| badly—a fact which he admitted. 
‘Now I can go back to Chicago to be 
a mounted policeman,’ remarked the 
until then aspiring actor. 


WABC-CBS, New York 
Question-bee dressed up for kids, 
; and using kids. Nila Mack, CBS 
| writer-directress, is doing the sus- 
tainer, which was conceived by 





|Natalie Purvin Prager. It’s a good| Miss Manley’s prescription for 
| show and togged out in good manner | screen success Is: a _little beauty, 
|to appeal to kids, considering its | some brains, acting ability, and what 
/makeup. But as summer fodder the directors call ‘umph. 

likely 


that the child will be rare | Terrell Jacobs, lion trainer with 
who will rush home from the play- | Ringling Brothers, told an interest- 
| ground for so schoolhousey a setup. |ing story of the incident in Peru, 
Arthur Ross, 14-year-young m.c., | Ind., which led him to take up that 
as adult-like authority, patience | job. Also of the cat taming business. 
and clear-enunciation. Sybil Trent, | A third show business representative 
10-vear-voungster who worked on | on ‘We the People’ was the captain 
CBS on ‘Let’s Pretend’ for more than |of the showboat. ‘Golden Rod,’ 
a yeer. assists and well. docked at St. Louis. He had trouble 
Children make up the audience | following the script. Gilbert Patten 
present at the broadcasts and their | (Burt L. Standish) varned in listen- 
contemporaries answer the quizzes. | able fashion about the creation, etc., 
Used are melody memory tests, with | of the character which become a by- 
the tunes either w.k. m-rtial airs or | word in sports, Frank Merriwell. 
nursery jingles. Also they are asked prmtabes 
to rapidly repeat alliterative sen- 
tences three times without garbling. 
and unscramble proverbs purnosely 
obtused., Bert. 


Joe Penner brought his entire en- 
|tourage east for his fortnight’s hol- 
iday in the east, prime change being 
Ruby Newman’s substitution for Ben 
Pollack’s band. Penner had a bright 
script this Sunday, the piano lesson 





THOMAS CONRAD SAWYER 
Topic Talks 





: <1 ice nce JOIN ( o : > 
Trenscription icone (Be ng for fee ts 
9% Mins: Lecal ;Gene Austin, appropriately enough, 


}revived ‘Mv Blue Heaven,’ still his 
| No. 1 click tune, which put him over 
|when he first started around New 
York several years ago. 


SWEETHEART SOAP 
Su-We, 12:15 p. m. 
WOR, New York 


(Milton Weinberg) | 


Sawyer has been a commentator on Penner was in fine fettle, getting 
c: . hel de I whe Ar fo fi > aie Sten ‘a | considerably out of his material, 

‘ PE TTI BLALIO pe St ena |ofttimes plus-evaluating the basic 
built himself a following. C urrent | ceript throush his manner of selling 
sponser, who has him live on KNX, | it. “ Jrene Tayler, with Newman's | 
Los Angeles. has now waxed him for | egmpo. gave our ‘Cry Baby Cry’ as 
rides on ten eastern stations. |her solo interlude The Dutch come- 


T. -or ‘ spect} y * iv } j 
§ Talker was interesting, informative | qian who foils for Penner overdid 


of weekly programs, picked ;% — even witty when caught (27).!1;. rolling r’s. but in toto the show 
] sprightly, amusing yarn about ce His ie bit had all the elements for paced nicely. 
 f mesticity and its trials when a hus- thoughtful listening, in that it con- | 
iti band decides to take over the house- cerned Leni Riefe nstahl., German ac- | — 7 - ——_—— 
i Alby hold duties. Clinton Buehlman.. tress who is now in the discard of the ) 
| Hazel Hill and Ethel Hinton enacted official Nazi biggies after having | Matronly listeners sought. Final sub- 
| : the respective roles of the hubby, been a_ fave of Hitler. Sawyer. | ject started off with a humorous chat | k 
( mate and mother-in-law capably. thouch he revealed nothing that in- |on crazy trends in women’s hats and | jingle 
/ Program originated at WKBW, Buf- formed persons did not already 


know, pointed un his telk well. 
at least the subiect of the actress has 


| 


all the fancy headgear. 





movement. it contained bits of ‘Hate | 


| the Adrian Rollini stokers, who ram- | 


| 
‘FOURS INTO SEVEN WONT GO’ 
With Neami Campbell, Wanda Paul, 
Reginald Bach, Dwight Wiest, 
| George Tiplady, Val Gielgud 
| 30 Mins. 
| Sustaining 
| Saturday, 7:30 p.m. 
| WABC-CBS, New York 
From the British Broadcasting Co. 
| where he is production director, Val 
Gielgud in N. Y. on a visit guest- 
directed the Columbia Workshop 
effort Saturday. He chose a piece 
| written by himself and Stephen 
King-Hall which permitted the spin- 
ning of a fairly engrossing bit of 
| melodrama. 
Gielgud gets into his story proper 
by a rambling course. Opens with a 
radio-within-radio announcement. 


Thence into a British officers’ club 
| where two men scene-set the char- 
acters that follow. Narrative lap- 


dissolves with the cue, ‘I 
what they're feeling right now.’ 

‘They’ are a retired civil 
gentleman, Sir Whoozis, Lady 
Whoozis and Widow X who nurses 
a high-class, non-stoopable yen for 
Sir Whoozis. There are three minor 
kidlets appertaining to the Whoozises, 
one to the widow. In other words 
three adults and four children, or 
seven nersons in all, are the hostages 
of a Chinese brigand. Forced to flee 
ahead of troops out to nab him the 
Chinese has ponies for three, has 
ordered the adults to decide within 
an hour which four of their total 
} seven shall die, that the other three 
may live. 

In the dialog that develops char- 
acter, situation. and the love of 
Widow X for Sir Whoozis there’s a 
nice crescendo of tense 
Authors squeeze out of their 
dilemma by having the Chinese a 
learned experimentor in human souls 
who was merely testing their 
courage. Finding them very noble he 
releases all seven inharmed. Leaving 
only the Widow X in a 
fortunate — but unsolved — predica- 
| ment. 
Ran 


along zippily and on time. 


| This, Gielgud in a curtain speech. | 


|deplored. The on-time idea of 
| America, which he seemed not to 
perceive, wasn’t an eccentric wish 
| for mere haste in itself, but rather 
|a deference to the next scheduled 
program. To start on time, it is 
| necessarv to end ditto. 

A small matter perhaps—but the 
Japanese in the role of law-and 
order unvholders. and the Chinese in 
the unflattering role of banditti. 
would not nlease some listeners at 
this particular moment in history 
and propaganda. Land. 


, BILL BARBER’S MINSTRELS 
15 Mins.—Local 


SEVEN UP 
Sunday, 2:15 p.m. 
| WOKO, Albany 


| _Presented for some time before 
visual audiences in ballroom of Hotel 
Troy, but now from stage of WB’s 
| Troy theatre. As minstrelsy, rates 
|small time. However, it possesses 
appeal in Troy—if not so strongly 
|in other sections reached by WOKO 
| —due to fact local talent holds spot- 
| light. Unit displays more enthusi- 
| asm and confidence than ability. 
| Boys work as though they receive a 
| kick from broadcasting, the spirit 
being a bit contagious. 

Wilbur Hastings, boy soprano, is 
probably the best of soloists. A re- 
cent addition to troupe. he sounded 
smoother on first shot heard with 
‘Ave Maria’ and ‘Ah, Sweet Mystery 
of Life’ than on second with ‘Sylvia.’ 
High range tones in latter were too 
piercing for perfect reception; breath 
control was a little wobbly at one 
;noint. Voice. thougvh rather good, 
jis freakish. The 18-year-old angle 
| was wisely omitted in tabbing him 
;}on second salvo. Jimmv Smith, ‘our 
| Trish tenor,” is passeble bv local 
| standards. Ditto Ray Turner. 
Doherty Bros.’ harmony is only so- 
sO 





Humor by end men, ‘Seven’ and | 
‘Up.’ is elemental. Scrints, in idea 
| and material. are wretty obvious. 


| Rarber is a fair interlocutor. George 

Geiger. who has broadcast from 
| other Warner houses, manipulates 
| the console skilfully. Some piano 
|accompaniments. tno. One of better 
thines, in original act. was banjo 
nlavine. Grenfell Rand spiels satis- 
factorily. Jaco. 








; 

/ANNA CASE MACKAY 

| Talk, Songs 

| 18 Mins.; Lecal 

| Wednesday, 10:30 a. m. EDST 

| WHN, New York 

| Anna Case, one-time Met Opera 
singer and now in retirement as wife 
of Clarence Mackay, chief of Postal 
| Telegraph, was on far too long when 
;guesting last week (27) on Ida 
Bailey Allen’s participation-plugging 


household hints program. She proved | 


an amiable guest, slightly on the stiff 
side, but should have reined in more. 

Started out talking about her hob- 
by, which is music, 


of interview all the way. Windup 
found her duetting with Charles 
| Premmac, standard tenor on the pro- 
gram. Thev twained a love balled 
couched in French, which Mrs. Mac- 
kay wrote, and then did the swing 
‘Hipp-a-Hoo.’ Mrs. Mackay 


had a nice reverse-twist in explana- | also wrote that one, and Postal Tele 
And | tion in Korea it’s the men who wear | had 


its boys sing it commercially 
|over phones as an Easter-greeting 


been in the laws since last| Ruth Jordan, billed a ‘Hollywood | stunt. 
| autumn. |beauty expert,’ puts in the plugs. Mrs. Mackay evinced that she’s 
' Further, it was a natural for the ' They're orderly. Bert. still vocally de luxe. Bert, 


wonder | 


service | 


hokum. | 


rather un- | 


by blurting | 
‘music has always been my very life.’ | 
And it was pretty much of that sort | 


EARL HARPER 

Baseball 

GENERAL MILLS 

Daily, 3 p.m. 

WNEW, New York 
(Knox Reeves) 

Earl Harper did a good job of 
broadcasting the Newark Bears. 
Montreal Royals game on Friday 
(29) but for one snag. His indis- 
criminate insertions of the commer- 
cial plugs several times. skirted 
satire. As, for example, ‘Keller’s 
long drive dropped over the wall for 
a Wheaties home run.’ Also got in 
the plug several times in between 








pitches. 
Voice pleasant. Knowledge of 
baseball seemed evident. Dialers 


could have tuned in at any time and 
| picked up the thread of the game, 


/*‘YOUR FAMILY 
Script Serial 
15 Mins. 
SEALTEST 
| Daily, 5.20 p.m. 
| WEAF-NRC, New York 

(McKee, Albright & Ivey) 
Sealiest nasnt naa muci iuck on 
|the ozone. Tried three consecutive 
| musical shows on NBC-red at night 
| during little over a year and didn’t 
|come even close. Now moving in 
on the five-a-week script serial field. 

Human interest household yarn. 
Pop is an inventor being swindled 
by a crooked patent lawyer, Mom 
is patient with him, and daughter is 
burned up at her father’s lack of 
|business acumen. On the outskirts 
| (at this stage of the serial) there is 
a promising young man in love with 
daughter. 

What the serial pulls in audience 
interest will have to come from the 
telling of the story. When caught 
(29), it was evident that department 
will have to perk. Acting and pro- 
duction only fairish. 

Mary Prestman slips in fore and 
aft the fiction with some comments 
|on the sponsor’s products and tips 
on recipes for summer dishes made 
with milk and ice cream. She’s oke, 
as is also Ford Bond on the direct 
blurbs and adit and exit lines. 

Fiddle and piano gets the pro- 
fram on and off with ‘Look for the 
| Silver Lining.’ Bert. 


AND MINE’ 





‘WOMEN’S WORLD’ 
With Lucy Milligan, Myra Kingsley, 

Mrs. John Nicholas 
30 Mins.—Local 
HEARN’S 
Thursday, 11 a.m. 

WHN, New York 

Hearn’s N. Y. department store is 
back on the air with a women’s pro- 
gram. Last autumn tried a news 
dramatization series over WOR and 
gave up aier 13 weeks. 

This layout corresponds closely 
with many another department em- 
porium’s appeal to the _ listening 
housewife, albeit there is more em- 
broidery than ordinarily found, Each 
week a prominent women’s club 
from somewhere around Greater 
New York is called upon to trot out 
its leading members and_ choral 
group. Aside from the singing (of 
a sort) and the civic crusading cus- 
tomary with such groups, there is 
very little else. It’s selective rather 
than general in listener appeal. 

When caught the Bronx Woman's 
Club had some of its members un- 
load sweetened thoughts on home- 
making, club interests, civic and 
charitable movements, advice on 
marriage life. Distinctly run-of-mill. 

Marion Terry, editor of woman’s 
page in Bronx Home News, read off 
list of weekly civic and social news, 
and Frances Bemis asked listeners 
to send in other news. 

Regular part of program is to give 
$5 for a question. Should a wedded 
woman chuck her job for husband 
and home or continue trying with 
| career? Myra Kjngsley (the astrolo- 
| ger who had a commercial of own 
on Mutual web during winter) sided 
| with a career, and Mrs. John Nicho- 
{las believed in home-confinement. 
| Lucy Milligan m.c.’s o.k. She 
;has nice voice, striking cheery, 
bright tone of well-being and well- 
wishing. She should make more ef- 
fort, however, to pace her show bet- 
ter. It was confusing at times when 
| caught (28). 

Piugs aren't many, but there was an 
exceedingly soapy one when heard. 
Sought a bow for the sponsor on 
tragi-sentimental grounds in explain- 
ing that the store had bought the 
overloaded stock of a furniture fac- 
tory, thereby sending 600 men back 
ito work. Explained they had been 




















jlaid off because of surplus stock 
| which wasn’t moving. That's bow- 
| ing. Bert. 


‘NEW YORK STATE THE BEAUTI- 
FUL’ 


| With Lithgow Osborne, Bob Wilbur 
| 15 Mins.—Local 
STATE BUREAU OF PUBLICITY 
Thursday, 6:45 p.m. 
| WGY., Schenectady 
(Kelly, Nason & Winsten) . 

State Bureau of Puobliciiy series 
calls for an even smiller talent out- 
|lav than the last. in which a group 
of WGY Players broadcast historical 
dramatizations. Bob Wilbur, of sta- 
tion’s news department, dialogues, as 
| ‘the Empire Traveler.’ A section of 
| the state is covered on each shot. 
Through Wilbur’s narration, plus 
| questions and replies by Commis- 
sioner Osborne, the scenic and his- 
torical points of interest in various 
sectors are etched. Formula is not 
notable for originality or subtlety, 
but as handled it suffices. 
| Osborne does pretty well before 
ithe mike, Jaco. 
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CAVALCADE 1900 


A bird in a gilded cage. w., Arthur J. 
Lamb. m., Hatry Von Tilzer, Shapiro, 
Bernstein & Von Tilzer, cop. 1900. 

The blue and the gray, or, A Mether’s 
gift te her country, w., m., Paul Dresser. 
Howley, Haviland & Co., cop. 1900. 

The bridge of sighs. w. m., James 
Thornton. M. Witmark & Sons, cop. 1900. 

Calling to her boy just once again. w., 
m., Paul Dresser. Howley, Haviland & Co.. 
cop. 1900. ; 

Creole belle. w., George Sidney. m 
J. Bodewalt Lampe. Jerome H. Remick & 
Co., cop. 1900 by The Lampe Music Cc 

Every race has a flag but the coon. w.., 
m., Will A. Heelan and J. Fred Helf. Jos 
W. Stern & Co., cop. 1900. 

The fatal rose of red. w., m., J. Fred 
Helf and Ed. Gardenier. F. A. Mills, cop. 
1900. 

For old time’s sake. w. m., Charles K 
Harris. Milwaukee: Chas. K. Harris, cop. 
1900. 

Good-bye, Dolly Gray. w. m., Barnes 
and Cobb. The Morse Music Co., cop. 
1900; recop. 1900 by Howley, Haviland 
& Co. 

I can’t tell why I love you, but I do. 
w., Will D. Cobb. m., Gus Edwards. How- 
ley, Haviland & Co., cop. 1900. 

I'd still believe you true. w., m., Faul 
Dresser, Howley, Haviland & Co., cop. 
1900. 

I've a longing in my heart for you, 
Louise. w., m., Charles K. Harris. Mil- 
waukee: Chas. K. Harris. cop 1900. 

Just because she made dem go00-go0 eyes. 
w., m., John Queen and Hughie Cannon. 
Howley, Haviland & Co., cop. 1900 

Ma blushin’ Rosie. w., Edgar Smith. 
m., John Stromberg. M. Witmark & Sons, 
cop. 1900. 

The shade of the palm (Florodora). w.. 
Owen Hall. m., Leslie Stuart [pseud. of 
Thomas A. Barrett]. T. B. Harms and 
Francis, Day & Hunter, cop. 1900 by 
Francis, Day & Hunter. 

Strike up the band—here comes a sailor. 
w., Andrew B. Sterling. m., Charles B. 
Ward. Harry Von Tilzer Music Pub. Co., 
cop. 1900. 

The tale of the kangaroo (The Burgeo- 
master). w., Frank Pixley. m., Gustav 
Luders. M. Witmark & Sons, cop. 1900. 

Tell me pretty maiden (Florcdera). 
Sextet. w., Owen Hall. m., Leslie Stuart 
[pseud, of Thomas A. Barrett]. T. E. 
Harms and Francis, Day & Hunter, cop. 
1900 by Francis, Day & Hunter. 

Violets. w., Julian Fane. m., Ellen 
Wright. G. Ricordi & Co., cop. 1900 

When de moon comes up behind de hill. 
w., m., Paul Dresser. Howley, Haviland & 
Co., cop. 1900. 

When the harvest days are over, Jessie 
dear. w., Howard Graham. m., Harry 
Von Tilzer. Shapiro, Bernstein & Von 
Tilzer Co., cop. 1900. 

The year’s at the spring. w., Robert 
Browning. m., Mrs. H. H. A. Beach. Op. 
44. no. 1. Boston: Arthur P. Schmidt, cop. 
1900. 





As the twentieth century dawned, the 
average American enjoyed his rocking 
chair, possibly a bath-tub, baseball, poker, 
early ragtime music, the bicycle, the cake- 
walk, and usually worked 10 or more 
hours per day, six full days a week. 

The American League was formed &s ® 
rival baseball organization to the National 
League with B. B. Johnson as president. 

A big department in mail-order houses 
was the one dispensing dream books, for- 
dune telling paraphernalia, palm-reading 
guides, etc. 

Virtually every woman in the land wore 
2 shirt-waist with a high collar (often 
propped up via boned structure), tucked 
in her waist as tightly as possible. had ® 
full, trailing skirt and pointed shoes. 

The American male donned cloth- 
topped, button shoes, high cellars, stiff 
cuffs, stuck a couple of studs inte his 
shirt bosom, and a derby on his head. 
Usually he had a bow tie, and most likely 
fleece-lined underwear. Coats had pacdea 
shoulders. 

A fire at the Hoboken, N. J., docks Gde- 
siroyed $10,000,000 worth of property #nd 
145 lives. In Galveston, Tex., a tornace 
snuffed out 6,000 lives. 

Leslie E. Keeley, propounder of th¢ 
widely advertised “Keeley cure for 
Jiquor addicts, died. 

The automobile now had enough enthu- 
siastic boosters to warrant a total pro- 
duction of 4.192 cars in this year, valued at 
$4.899.443. But the nation had less than 
10 miles of paved highway. 

The total population of the country wes 
75994575, and the center of popiuwation 
was 6 miles southeast of Columbus, Ind 

In China the Boxer rebellion took place 
® curious result of which was that the 
Chow dog became popular in the U s 

Popular plays were “The House That 
Jack Built.? “Quo Vadis,” and “When 
Knighthood Was in Flower.” “Florodora 
opened at the Casino, N. Y., and the Floro- 
dora sextet was a great favorite. 

















Announcing a Scoop! 


In accordance with the increasing use of music in 
radio, Vol. Il of the VARIETY RADIO DIRECTORY will 
present the industry with this unparalleled piece of 
research work: 


A panorama of American music, year by year, from 
Colonial times to the present. 

Together with this musical record—which, by the 
way, is the first compilation of its type—will go a 
cavalcade of Americana, thus making it possible to link 
historical events with music by the flip of a page. 

Compiler of this vast musical storehouse is Julius 
Mattfeld, director of the Music Library for the Colum- 
bia Broadcasting System, author of "Folk Music of the 
Western Hemisphere'’ and "One Hundred Years of 
Grand Opera in New York,'' a contributor to the "'En- 
cyclopedia Britannica," and associate American editor 
of "Hull's Dictionary of Modern Music and Musicians.” 
The compilation runs to upwards of 100 pages of text, 
covers thousands of titles, and is the product of years of 
research and checking. 

When did "Rock of Ages'' first appear? "From 
Greenland's Icy Mountains''? Who added the flush to 
poker? When? When was coal first used in stoves? 
Who started vaudeville? For information of this type 
—all-important in modern programing and produc- 


tion—Vol. Il of the VARIETY RADIO DIRECTORY wil! 


give complete, handy, accurate answers. 


It is suggested that an immediate order will insure an 
immediate delivery after the date of publication. The 
price, as in the past year, is $5 the copy, postage pre- 


paid (but duty not prepeid in foreign nations). 
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Columbia's Coast Unveiling a Colossal 
But NBC Threatens to Out-Super !t 


By JACK HELLMAN 
Hollywood, May 3. 
West Coast's 
along Sunset 
Square, took 
(30) with 
special 
two- 


First unit of the 
radio concentration 
Boulevard, Columbia 
its first bow last Saturday 
unbroken 
Topper 


long series of 


broadcasts. was a 


hour salute to the new plant, which 
represents around $1,750,000 in Co- 
lumbia cash. About every network 
name now performing here took a 
turn in the ceremonial. Eddie Can- 
? 


Joe Penner were the 


pipers-in 


tor and only 


outside 


Remotes were numerous and wide 
in coverage, as worked out by 
Charles Vanda and his KNX pro- 
duction staff. Picture studios con- 


their bit to the weicome 
brief eulogizing of radio’s 
progress. At night the roving micro- 
phones moved from one nitery to 
another for choice helpings of dance 
music. The gala was washed up at 
12:45 a.m. of the next day after go- 
ing full tilt from 6 a.m. of the day 


, tributed 
through 


before. An endurance record. 

Of course there’s the NBC open- 
ing in early September, which may 
top it, if one will bend an ear over 
that way The senior chain has it 
ideas about transcendency but it is 


kept strictly under the 
Slogan at Major Lohr’s plant seems 
to be ‘top Columbia.’ And it might 
be added, ‘at any cost.’ 


Class 


being rose. 


touch was given the noac- 


—. 


turnal celebration in the main studio, lPOEFFEFHEFHE ESE FOF OOS 


100 Leading Advertisers } 


where the two-hour salute origi- 
nated. It was strictly a dress-up 
affair with more than a scattering of 
top hats and tails. More than 1,000 


of the town’s notables took their 
pews after ‘ah’ing’ and ‘oh’ing’ the 
layout. There were enough floral 


pieces around to stock a half dozen 
hothouses. After the show 
vitees were escorted backstage for a 
sip and a snack. 

Only Prexy William S. Paley and 
Luther Reid, publicity director, came 


out of the east for the doin’s. Oth- 
ers stuck to their desks and par- 
lors. Half dozen Gotham radio eds 
and another batch from along the 
West Coast were flown in as CBS 
guests 

Don Gilman’s NBC’ites really have 
something to shoot at. 

Earl Gammons in N.Y. 
Earl Gammons, g.m. of WCCO 


Minneapolis, in New York Monday 


On to Washington 
Due home 


back in fort Thursday 
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gram, the users of 


for the benefit of the 


it was supposed 


into their homes. 





... given a sufficiently attractive pro- 


greatest opportunity to attract a maxi- 
mum audience.” This was not written 





of Dubuque or a table-wag at Lindy’s. 


America’s smartest time-buyers upset 
and excited. And maybe the American 
Tobacco Company was one of them. 
If it wasn’t, it got the idea some place 
that the people at WOR got around 
occasionally and were alive—and were 


stealing listeners who weren't pikers 


the evening but maybe not always to 
WOR until “Melody Puzzles” hap- 
pened to pop up on the dial Tuesdays 
from 8:00 to 8:30 p.m. Because right 
from the siart this program stole 23% 
of the metropolitan New York evening 


audience, which was a greater audience 


Lhiet! 


ERHAPS you remember that one 
P..: ago, when WOR published a 
book called “You Can Have It!’, it 
announced in its own stuffy way that, 


WOR have the 


maybe a couple on the island of Guam. 


Castanet. League 


to get some of 


by pushing extra-good entertainment 
of 


ome | 
; < <<” 
So, they mushed over with a pro- a er =e 
‘ Ie e* > oh) | . os — I, : 
gram ¢alled “Melody Puzzles”, which VA 
made nice music for WOR evening “5 224 


listeners, and people who listened in 


CHICAGO, 





than that held by each of the shows on 
two major competing stations, and sec- 
ond only to one of the strongest half- 
hour evening shows then on the air. 

It probably made the American 
Tobacco Company feel good to hear 
its own noise coming out of half the 
loudspeakers in greater-New York and 


So good, in fact, that it was soon using 
one full hour on WOR from 8:00 to 
9:00 p.m. During this time it had as 
many or more listeners than one show 
which had been on the air for four 
years and another which had been 
gathering listeners for half a decade. 
Should you be worrying where your 
next listener is coming from, you could 
do a lot worse than follow the example 
of the American Tobacco Company. 
And in the process you'll probably get 
the nicest letters from listeners on the 
island of Guam. Though we don’t 
think that the survey people would 
rate that audience. Or so they tell us. 


For further facts regarding WOR time, 
both sponsored and available, have one 
of our men pedal his bicycle from... 
Sales Office, NEW YORK, 1110 Broad- 
way; BOSTON, 80 Federal Street; 


1 ‘ribu ne 


FRANCISCO, Russ Building. 
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KOIL, Omaha, to CBS 


Omaha, May 3. 

KOIL, Omaha, will quit its present 
affiliation with the NBC-blue in Sep- 
tember and go with Columbia, It 
Was Six years ago that the same sta- 
tion was enticed by NBC to drop 
CBS for the blue link. 

Central States Broadcasting Co. 
operates KOIL as well as KFAB- 
KFOR, Lincoln, which has’ been 
functioning as local coverage for 
Columbia. NBC's solution will be 
either this latter setup or WAAW, 


; Omaha, a 500-watter which operates 


ait part time. 


Claude Sweeten at KFI 


Hollywood, May 3. 
Sweeten has been 
director of KFI to 


Claude 
music 
Earl 

Sweeten formerly was music head 

~~ KEHE 


named 
succeed 
Powner, 


Gloria Grafton on WQXR 
Gloria Grafton will bow on 
WQXR, N. Y., tomorrow 
(Thursday?) on a regular weekly 15- 
minute ‘hot song’ series, 


sta- 
tion 


Station has applied its usual 
creme-coating and will bill her a 
‘high class hot singer.’ She will be 

|} Spotted on quarter hour inter- 
rupting station’s daily pop dance 


music hour from 2:00 te 3:00 p.m. 


SSS SOG 005 &S4 HOD URI 


totals are given for those 


MAGA- FARM NEWSs- 
ZINES. PAPERS, PAPEKS,* 


TOTAL, 


&7.020,066 SH26.748  SE6TR.000 Slats i 
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advertisers using less than 150,000) lines 


J. Farrell MacDonald Has 
‘Wanna Act’ Show on KMP 


Hollywood, May 3. 

MPC is slated to start a couple 
wanna-be-an-actor programs. Titles 
are in the making, 

J. Farrell MacDonald, vet film 
player, will preside over one of the 
programs. MacDonald's will be 
lines of instruction. Other 
show is described as a ‘test tuber.’ 
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. M U S | ( k 0 ieee Fades June 22; | 5 | . 
Tal Visi -..|| Was Tuned In? || 
. | onsor iune n 
. | Will Visit South America P * || 
. Chesterfield series with Andre | ae 
4 Kostelanetz fades from CBS June 22. Buffalo, May 3. e e « 
a | Kostelanetz leaves immediately Sig Smith, broadcasting an 
| afterwards for a flying tour of South account of wrestling exhibi- 
| America. He will do several invita- tions here, cut in with his spon- 
} tional broadcasts over stations in sor’s plug, “You can’t beat the . 
| . . 
i | Brazil, Argentina and Chile, creamy tang of a true Canadian On Ad 0 or Entertainment 
. onsen npeincetiemodietiaetags ale. ; V. py 
: WKRC. Ai . Immediately jin the back- 
" icine: oe ITs ntil 2 A. M. ground came a chorus of ‘Boo! * 
2 ie Boo!’ 
6 e A ic aggencaainen May ze Customers were denouncing Chicago, May 3 have set up a eontract clause which 
° y . >y" J T we 2 a — , _ c P . ne rea Ly « 
- WDAS, which recen ly got I] Ss Cincinnati, May 3 a wrestler. but on the air it Loss to advertisers by the failure calls for a pro rata credit or rebate 
: wire, experimenting with musical For a new two-hour program of sounded like a slam at the aid i he ears ak dae for commercial muffs on a show 
$ packground for its news  broad-j| recorded dance music, starting night- product ; rag eee , there are a couple of advertisers 
§ 1 : 
5 casts. Gene Edwards, gabber, who|ly at midnight, WKRC has extended mercials on the a S practically hich demand a full credit for time 
produce s the programs, selects dif- ts broadcasting time to 2 a.m Lis- negligible This has been estab] ed fany partofacommercial ts t oped 
4 ferent ET for backing each type of | teners hear telephone conversation | ¢ e actual s l 15 ite 1OW ( 
i news. Serious news takes solemn between Mayns rd Craig, announcer i conducte ‘ t begins . t 
music; humorous news, novelty mu- | wno indles the t ntable, and per- encie ‘ ‘ tio ind ers 
) sit etc is I Kl! equest 1 election Ong 1 rE . P ¢ } 0) ite é f the 
» Takes considerable scurrying Another program added to the sta- e 9$ . » having i : ste nmercial yn 1. Seve 
, around to get proper disc when/tlons regula chedule by Willian a ] i ] ‘ , ‘ ‘ t 
news comes in only 15 minutes be- A. Scl J ! € ¢ eY ( vy. a ¢ ; ‘ { t ¢ < 
’ fore alr time { 6:15 x ( ‘ - ' 
, yr ete { € j ( . ¢ te the comn € c 
‘ news flashes are hearc ail e 4) . - { ¢ ff 1 
part ¢ Lne now I 5.4 ( { e i fT ] 
, MILLS SPONSORS =| were wit Go 2 pick-up tron Ga Is Ra rot | 3 , 
W e : ” s- UF . \ etc Of that $18,000 t} iE v re 
7 Louisville on the eve of the Ken- | ceived $621 in returns f . 
7 . P : pO21 1 urn 
; JACK WALDRON AMS prepenied De rbv ior tne I role SSOI Quiz - | for failure to broadcast a pl an P NBC S BY-PRODUCT 
2 ews heitt : | announcement according to specific: 
; vnc oe pag Washington, Mas ace” aes See oie, cee IN DEMAND—CUFFO 
y General Mills (Wheaties) assumes WWL Sta S with K tz ts as bac te claim ta use radio to broadcast failures whi vere not 
. | f th ene Le y a and then fail to do it as it is to ; 4 eng ‘ ; 
2 sponsorship of the weekly amateul , eer Pie reported to the agency by ie ati 
: program on WHN N Y W th Friday - ee t rep Qungs a : Ay} The avency receive ( é at \ r R¢ may have t ordet ome 
; (6) broadcast Oxvdol faded t< WWI ee a ; ied the eves of the Federal Trade Com more than $621 : of it e | ; , y 
teint : : Narkatt ; : poe , ' n ( ie 
- Sa cog : i i ‘a te : " cpa werk With the station rep ¢ nN Complaint nst Ray Thompson aa ian 4 ; cing 
é pal i€é-riummeri is tne agency Or he FEF «3 | aoen ol instances th stations nec { 1} . ‘ 
. ' — * j gency} of the E. Kaiz agency. and Glenn Brown of Olney. 1) =o : . + f r cities throughout the count ‘ ‘ 
OLN accounts sta yY h; WoO 1) : aT = ry - al Ih nrormea Lie a Cy nat U ‘ + « ‘ ¢ NI worl P . 
4 c o~ i Dine Wathen. te Station had worked out an at who trade as T. A. Reynolds & Co.|,. ‘poner ’ ‘ . .- ni daviizht savings. Jetwo1 originn] 
» Senow, m.c.a DY JacK alaron, 18S | rangement with International Radio and Jean Lowe Cosmetic Cx anid Droaacast aiant go Ol accore g tk order fe the gadgeis 10.000. but 
B ' GR “e a ee Me : ; an JveCan sOV > Hiovle and ade imme 4 = 
" sired from stages of different Loew | Sales but later decided t go along |they recruit canvassers with the Hoyle and made in liate ; the mailout and call for extras has 
be theatres around N, Y.’s metropolitan | with the Katz organization. spurious explanation thew will 7 _ . - almost exhausted the supply 
i area. " 'launch on a comprehensive radio but “ on ne aad sci rr Railroad presidents have w ley 
i stations affidavits of bre - ‘ “1 
| Lanny Grey’s NBC Spot | advertising campaign. Commish said | 2M O08 S@0lons alt sq | tor extra batches, while CBS ane 
, asts whniecen coulda be pe} ed 
: ras ; the claim is false the enterprising , . S nie : Mutual want a gadget each for their 
Tums on Texas Group Lanny Grey rides a musical sus- hin ¢ d re bast ‘ ia fies easily if the station manager wanted leamen — 
r ‘ , 9. . aril} ave . . ‘ SKI oo 11S] yutors 10 oO uy Sé sm 
Texas Quality Group will have | tainer on NBC blue opening May 12 blend to pump si I atter int listen- to adopt such tactics, the agencies 
- . . ~ : ah Jump sales ps isten- : 
7 Tums (Lewis-Howe Co., . of St. at 8.30 p.m. Show will be tagged a fa : I | have found that only in an extremely 
. Louis) bankrolling ine wircines Mail ‘Rhythm School] of the Air’ and will ee eee ee | small percentage of the time does a Ray Wilson to WLW 
18 program, 15 minutes, starting May | have a cast of 10 people besides station try to hide away and bluff Chicago. Ma. 
’ 6 teplaces transcriptions end is! Grey J t R out broadcast er ee 
yut a broadcast error . APP ‘ ? cask 
- tagged for 13 weeks ; It opposes Rudy Vallee and Kate USE a umor | Especially is this true in the case 4] 3 ues bis WBBM one t : 
; H. W. Kastor & Sons, Chicago, is | Smith's shows. Set by NBC Artists ‘ nea ie a a ae P 1€ olumbDia - M production 
: . Poe | -. @ 4 4 . . , ~ < c ‘ . € a ‘ . ‘ . 
. Pails £0, — 1 1K : irti | of the large agencies and advertisers | ogy for the past several months 
WR ie ag y. ureau, 1] i, May % | the ace a gre: +: f radi ‘inant ee ' 
ns > . ay a me 3. bee gd a gre deal of radio = goes to Cincinnati next week to join 
i sported he} 5 Z IS 1N- atner z ISK any cnance ni y 
1 ; ‘ - ; 7 ‘aad teported here, I D : } g n I in 1 any ¢ ce t! whLw production line-up 
is Hal James Joins Compton restones Jranscriptions terested in ‘Our Gang’ for General | might put their station on the black Will work for Owen Vinso: 
Mi Hal James has joined the Compton Firestone Tire is having World; Baking sponsorship. Arthur Pryor, | list with these agencies and sponsors : 
~ agency in New York as a produc- | Broadcasting stencil its series of 15- | Jr., supposed to come West for audi- | the transmitters lean backward in 
8 tion exec in the radio department. minute musical transcriptions. tions, | being strictly according to contract George H. Field is handling mid- 
3 Formerly with the Chicago of It's a dealer-manufacturer  ar- - - | specifications as to broadcast errors west sales for Charles Michelson’s 
fe fice of J. Walter Thompson. | rangement. It’s news to Arthur Pryor. | While most stations and advertisers ; transcription firm. 
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LICENSE, CENSORSHIP, BARE BONES IDEAS: 


OF F.C.C. DRAW SARNOFF ARTILLERY 





Speaks Out in Strong Terms Against Exercise of 
Authority Not Granted by Law—Speech Broad- 
cast from Town Hall Democracy Luncheon inN.Y. 


oe — + 














Be oe 
David Sarnoff, president of Rad | Riding Toscanini 
Corporation of America, in a speech | 
at the Town Hall luncheon, broad-| NB iis _— a 
cast from the Hotel Astor, N. Y.]] poction with Arturo Toscanini 
last Thursday (26) devoted a major | H v , ed bee ifferent sal " 
portion of his talk to a bold, forth-| . 

y uncompromising challenge of | : : i cada . 
present tendencies of the Federal|| ~ ae nik alate diibitiliak: al 
Commission to extend its authority | aaa a nes ea: 7 niall Pils 
beyond the limits set by law or de- ” i cond pes meee oon one 
sirable in the light of democracy. ~ teats at nag week's Town 
‘Democracy’ was the general speech Hall luncheon, also. 
theme of the luncheon’ (Charles 
Davila, Anne O’Hare McCormick,| time, it is important that they 
Dorothy Thompson, I. A. Hirsch- 


should be kept as flexible, as free 
mann and A. E. Wiggam also spoke) 7 


from rigidity as the art itself 

Sarnoff’s talk is probably the most] Otherwise there is danger of tying 
explic challenge of the F. C. C.’s| up the future usefulness of radio 
methods and authority ever made]|in a straitiacket. We should not try 
by a responsible personage of the|to regulate something as vet un- 
broadcasting industry. Portions re-| born; and we should not freeze an 


lating to regulation follow: expanding art in any rigid code. 
Whatever controls over’. broad- If wavelengths were now avail- 





casting are necessary at the present! able for an unlimited number of 





broadeasters, there would be no 
more need for special government 
regulation over broadcasting than 
over the printing of newspapers. 

It is the allocation of station fre- 
quencies, which for the moment are 
limited in number, that creates a 
lifficult task for the Federal Com- 

nications C sion. The Com- 

on deserves credit for 
iving helped broadcasters to make 

e present American System of 
Broadcasting what its name says lit 


that is 


mY ry 
Ul hii 


great 


sometning both systemal 


and American 
Double Jeopardy 
TI © la \ 


empowers the Comn 
broadcasting stations 
for periods not exceeding three 
years In practice, however, the 
Commission grants licenses for only 
months, on the that it is 
reject an application for 
then, for any 
cancel an unexpired license. 
comes up for re 


sion to license 


SIX theory 
easier to 
renewal reason, to 
When 
ts license newal, if 
the station has operated with tech- 

cal efficiency, and if, in 
the Commission, it has served 
the public. interest, convenience, and 
necessity, it gets another six month’s 
of life. Twice a 


the opin- 


lion Ol 


lease year, there- 
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CLEVELAND’S FRIENDLY STATION 


Member Columbia Basic Network 





John F. Patt, Vice-President and General Manager 
Edward Petry & Company, Inc., National Representatives 


WS 
WW," 





\\ 


on 


Yyy 





| from 


—2 





new mdustry. 
? 
limited at present. 
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4. Assumption of I°.C.C 





Sarnoff s Bill of Particulars 


(In capsule) 
1. Regulation by F.C.C. must not choke growth of a still- 


2. Regulation ts only necessary 
3. Stix months license encourages indirect and disguised cen- 


sorship spec tfically forbidden by laze’. 


that station profits ay 


————__ 


because frequenctes are 


NCOMPpPal- 











S33. 7 th huh] C interest 1s not good sense 
5 (,overnment-owned radio Vi yirientta ? lulo 
' 
} ) aft OUMNCa Tadio ww C miled States ya? 
SOR» ) WS tlivs c Bs. COW} 
re the substantial investment ,Then \ shall have governn oO . 
“i h the licensee has made in his p and 100 p nt ) ' 
business is placed in jeopardy yroadcast Any furt i 3 
The broadcasting controls estab- m of censorship would then be 
lished by law. are intended pri-! purely academic We would have 
marily to regulate physical facili-| broadcasting of the government, by 


ties, not programs. The law specifi- 


cally withholds from the Commis- 
sion the power of program censor- 
ship. Section 326 of the Radio Law 
of 1924 states 
Nothing in this act shall be u ider- 
tood or construed to give the Com- 
) the power of censorsh p over 
the radio communications or signal: 
transmitted by any radio station, 
and no regulation or condition shall 
be prgmulgated or fixed by the 
‘ommission which shall interfere 


with the right of free 


commu 


speech by 
radio ication 
While direct Government 
ship over radio programs is thus for- 
bidden by law, the terms of the 
Government licenses leave the door 
for an and more in- 
Any attempt to 
ordinary 


censor- 


open indirect- 


censorship. 
the 
censorship is little to be feared, be- 
cause, being a conspicuous violation 


sidious 


impose ‘blue-pencil’ 


| of the right of free speech, it would 


arouse a storm of public 
But what is not conspicuous 


therefore dangerous 


protest 
and is 
is the effect on 
the mind of the broadcaster resulting 
attitudes that may be taken 


| 
iby the government toward stations, 


on matters outside the regulation 


of facilities. 
Fear of disapproval can _ blue- 
pencil a dozen programs for every 


that an official censor might 
While practically nobody 
advocates a 


one 
object to 
pre-program blue-pen- 
cil in the hands of government, few 
realize that post-program discipline 
by the government can be a form of 
censorship that is all the more se- 
vere because it is undefined. 
Profits 


Another aspect of government su- | 
| pervision 


over broadcasting which 


|is in effect a form of censorship is 


| government 


| vision 
| radio 


! 


the attitude in some quarters of the 
toward the _ profits 
earned by broadcasters. 

The grant of broadcasting licenses 
is only one of the many responsi- 


bilities of the Federal Communica- | 
super- | 


tions Commission. It has 
over all forms of wire and 
communication. In the field 
of two-way telephone and telegraph 


communication, control over rates is 


one of its most important functions. | 
| Here questions of investment value 
} and profits are material. 


But broadcasting is a one-way, not 
a two-way medium, It is not a com- 
mon carrier which the public hires to 
perform a fixed service a: me 
medium of artistic and intellectual 
expression, free to the listening pub- 
lic. Its financial structure does not 
impinge upon. the public interest, 
convenience and necessity. 

While stations and networks 


resent substantial investments, broad- 


casting is essentially a personal ser- 
vice business. The earnings of sta- 
tions cannot be judged on the basis 
of their investment any more than 
those of a lawyer, doctor, theatrical 
producer or publisher, Income re- 
sults, not from studios and trans- 
mitters, but from programs. 
Strange Assumption 

It is a strange assumption that the 
less money a broadcasting company 
makes, the better the public will be 
served. This attitude is contrary to 
all sound business principles and ex- 
perience, In what way is it con- 
ceivable that the public will be given 
better programs if the broadcaster is 
deprived of both the incentive and 
the means to improve his facilities 
and service? 

Adequate profits mean the contin- 
uance of private investment and in- 
creased enterprise. Losses mean 


poorer programs, and, when private | 


resources 
ship If 


fail, government 
govermment 


owner. 


Myttitif far yovernmen -Sesgeitin 
eGuiues ior government securities. 


rep- | 


regulation of | 
the economics of broadcasting results | 
in a no-profit industry, investors may | 
prefer to exchange their broadcasting | 


the government, and for the govern. 
ment, 

We have but to look to 
racies of Eur 
governmental 


the autoc- 
ype to see what such 
control of broadcast- 
Ing may mean 


American System 


ine 
operates 1n the American democra y. 
It is a free system because this is a 
free country. It is privately owned 
because private ownership is one of 
dur national doctrines It is pri- 
vately supported, through commer. 
cial sponsorship of a portion of its 


no cost to the 
a free eco- 
No special laws had 


program hours, and at 


listener, because ours is 


nomic system, 


to be passed to bring these things 
about They were already implicit 
in the American system, ready and 
waiting for broadcasting when _ it 
came, 

Broadcasting did not take on the 
American system, The American 


system took on broadcasting 


In recent years we have witnessed 
the economic 
government. That 
has put upon the 
defenders of democracy the need for 
That is where ra- 
jio and the press assume a new ime 
portance In the European 
tr have been lost to 


(Continued on page 42) 


a steady enlargement of 
power of federal 
very enlargement 
greater vigilance. 
coun- 


es that democ- 





WIE THAN ENE 
UHLLU - THUTLAUL 


foretold Ly 


CROP REPORTS 


* April crop reports indicate Okla- 
homa’s best wheat crop since 1931 
and the third largest of record. Am- 
ple winter and spring moisture is 
giving the cotton and corn farmers 
their best prospects in seven years 
... and soil conservation checks in 
1938 will reach a total of $12,000,- 
000 by June 30, to bridge the gap 
‘till harvest time. 

WKY offers the one sure-fire air- 
way into the most homes of Okia- 
homa farmers, It covers more of 
Oklahoma's agricultural sections 
and influences a greater buying 
power in the state than any other 
station, 


WKY 


Ohlahoma City 
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MORE F-C.C. SYMPATH 











camel + - 
complaints is bad, but adhered to the | erators who later are given clean ‘lie the . se »w rules 
omplaints i 7 é Z who lat i an | li proposed new rules—they 
traditional theory that the industry LaGuardia’s Idea bills of health, istill have not been released except 
a # , ought to be careful about antagoniz- 





| , 

The Quiz Biz {to a favored few who have inside 

ing the government, Answer was | f | : pa |track into certain quarters of the 
St. Louis, May 3. | The questionnaire problem is : pn gr een ma 


that this sort of caution over a pe- ~ Fae I 
5 , ; ¢ $ P —makes it next to impossible t 
riod of years has not been particu- Facing a battery of radio getting to be serious from the in-|_ ve tho ) h a a “ a ye 
- = “ . 4 . ’ mee be l norougn study an tner re- 
larly beneficial to the industry and mikes while here last week dustry standpoint, boardites agreed pa case k lite ; d With 
. a4 oul) 2 ° oe ‘ “yr eeu : are cases, Doardites opined. it! 
4 a g|that a show-down must occur some- Mayor LaGuardia of New York Citing the several quiz blanks sent : ‘ 














sea od A the formal notice of intent to appear 
time before the federal authorities City pointed to the voice picker- Out In recent weeks—cuvering pro- : bs  apyee 
befor federal authoritie - dl dvawn jaiaieihink dn ; due next week, manv operators will 
; tating nv taj] atic ippers an ~ *kea: srams, e@mpioymer -LWOrK rela- 
aa are dictating many details of station " Ty Age Mic “ 1 tione Pap Oy l - Bs eet eee 1 tt have a chance to decide whether 
. ° operation, 10Sse things lave ruinec LOLS, mnancia matiers—members | 4, coment _— : . - ° 
Growing Feeling That Gov- ' more statesmen than liquor.’ yowled that the Commish employ they want to present evidence or 
General view was that the FCC eis zs 7 —* eg si ; ih irguments 
; = 7 was i. terms whic have tandary “26 sweat 
ernment and Industry |;, supposerd to lay down technical piscc ar gt ag OA aes ate 4 . ————_—_—_——_—_ — 
, a 3 ; meaning In tne pusiness do not! 
standarcic a i no . thea <« “1 " . . , 
Should Not Be So Much | standards and p € the airwaves tO | method for dealing with transgress- | phrase their inquiries clearly. want Shi | f 
r ° prevent ruinous interference, but has | ors the FCC on, 4t to lengthen the|data v et ee tkseriintie: Le inoia for the Summer = 
Teacher-and-Pupil no concern about station | atalinin ts, eghi ul . t 7 L iON Sun ¥e LNe Gala cn any pDroaacasters do : 
: peeps 7 eo t license term and stop cCatapuilting | not record, and often want answers Shinola is readying a summer nae 
noe PY) Vv nt P at . nre- tad : * : ; ti o - 7 Ta 
bite "e — ae ang other unre-| station owners into uncertainty | in too much of a hurry tional spot campaign for its white 
late hases the bt $s <> aie a ¢ ‘ ¥ “a > * 4. . ain 
WORRIED ated phases of the bus! -ess. whenever the urge to purge comes Postponement of the June hear- | Shoe polish, Station list now being 


Changed procedure of the Com-|on, group will argue. Suggestion will | ings on new general regulations will |@rawn up, with the reps making 
mish in handling complaints will be |be to resort to the revocation method | be sought despite indications the | Presentations. 
Washington, May 3. sought by the NAB delegation. Since | of spanking bad buys rather than |Commish is disposed to highball Batten, Barton, Durstine & Os- 
Growing conviction that coopera- the existing law provides a definite | give a black eye to -umerous op-! proceedings. Delay in making pub- |! born is the agency. 
dion between the broadcasting in- 
dustry and the Government should be ir = 
a bilateral, not one-way, proposition 
was voiced Saturday (30) by Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters 
directorate and will be conveyed to 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission by a delegation of peeved a 
siaiion executives this week. 


Widespread concern about con- — 
jinuous expansion of regulatory ac- or i 
4 tivities was reflected by members of ; 
the board in the first sign of industry 
rebellion against the Federal authori- 
ties. Substantial faction of business 
leaders have their backs up and will 
put up a fight to prevent imposition ‘ i 
of more red tape. A radio station, 
. Seeing little sign that the FCC is 
willing to play ball despite the pious 
promises of Chairman Frank R. Mc- 
Ninch two months ago, the direc- e ° ‘ P 
torate authorized a six-man_ con- 1s as good as the quality of 1B SOPViGS « ct eo a For example, WLW 
iingent to wait on the airwave po- 
licemen and take up several specific 


complaints about regulatory proced- 
ure. Co ittee seeks fer . 
i an ee news reports are attentively followed because both and 
























horny 
= ¥ Sug 
= - et; 


Atay, — 









Ho £ 


just like a newspaper, 





Resolution deploring certain cur- 
rent habits of the FCC was the fuse 
which touched off a lively discussion 
but the whereaser finally was pigeon- 


Sint ta dence at a, ee ee eae leased wires are edited for radio broadcasting by a staff of six news 


appeal for more consideration on the 


, part of the Commish. | (>. 


Squawks will be poured into Mc- . YQ? 
Ninch’s ears by Mark Ethridge, tem- ; — ' : ‘ 
vinrorch besedh  degne ySangrans Sore writers a under the direction of a department head with 
who will be backed up by H. C. 

Wilder of WSYR, Syracuse; John 
Shepard, III of WNAC, Boston; Ed- thi t - d f f —* P 
ward A. Allen of WLVA, Lynchburg, 1r ars newspaper ex 1en 

wend A. Allen of WLVA, Lonehbues, y ye paper experience and four years of editing radio 
Charleston, W. Va., and John Elmer p 
of WCBM, Baltimore. . iV 

Four major headaches are on the ° e P aA, ‘ 
agenda for the industry-Commish mews «s+... Our dramatic organization of sixteen 
confab, at which the broadcasters in- , 
tend to try and find out whether 
H the radio business is to receive step- 

ee a full-time staff artists has been hand-picked by a director qualified 
are: o 
1. Lengthening the license term, so 
the entire business can have more 
stability. | 
2. Handling of complaints, with : ; ie 
suasadad Ga tie tein ck came by a background of twenty-two years in the theatre and eight years 
ditional franchises which currently 7 
have a big proportion of the industry q 
on the anxious seat. ; F 
3. Beiter scheduling of the forth- | : , j : ; . 
coming series of hearings on new | in radio sila iil lac eal ie The musical department, 2 , with its 
rules and regulations, for the pur- | 
| 


H 
' 
# 


— 

















pose of affording adequate time in 
which to study the proposed de- P mm 
| crees and prepare comments. | fifty-three members, owes much of its success to the many years 
‘ 4. Fiock of questionnaires and de- 

mands for raft of data, which often 
must be submitted on short notice. | i. 


Plenty Burned Up e P ° P P 
‘of experience of its directors y in radio, theatre and 


we 


DW ee 


Loud yelps were heard when the | 
discussion swerved to the question of | 
calling stations on the carpet because 

4 of possible law or rule violations. | 
With John Shepard’s two Boston | 
transmitters on short-term basis and |} 
some of the other directors irked by 
Similar treatment dished out in the 
past, the bulk of the directorate 
blew off steam in sensational fash- 


ion. Few conservatives agreed the | artists because of the vocal director’s background in this specialized 


Commish way of handling listener 


moving pictures , ... The eighteen WLW vocalists are greater 





@ 


work... . .» This high type of service based on experience is, we 


think, a large part of the story of WLW the Nation’s Station. 





ON THE NBC RED NETWORK 


NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES ee eed 
EDWARD PETRY & CO.8 
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the general gabfest. 


\."is intended to conserve expense and 
_ftime on the part of both applicants 


‘tthe question of powers in excess of 


Added that most all broadcasters are 
‘finterested in the super-power propo- 


 WCEL, Chicago, 
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uper-Power 


Cases Now Set for Hearing; 
Opinion-Getting Rally June 6 








secant + 
Washington, May 3. N W M | E M 
Indefinite shelving of all but two ° ° utua Xecs eet 
of the super-power applications and 


broadening of the scheduled wattage 
rule hearings was formally ordered 
by the Federal Communications Com 
mission last week. 


General discussion of all proposed 
allocation, engineering, and operat- 
ing rules was fixed for June 6, with 
the previously-planned May 16 ses- 
sion to get views on power limita- 


tions called off. As exclusi 
cast in VARIETY last week, Commish 
agreed to ponder lifting the present 
50 kw lid on cleared-channel plants 
before weighing the more than a 
dozen pending pleas for additional 
juice. 

Instead of forcing the industry to 
make repeated trips to Washington. 
the Commish authorized the three- 
man panel of Commissioners Norman 
S. Case, T. A. M. Craven, and George 
Henry Payne to find out at one time 
how licensees feel about all proposed 
revisions of present regulations. Be- 
fore the session takes place, suggested 
alterations will be made public so 
the ticket-holders can prepare to 
make specific suggestions. 


vely fore- 


The June 6 session will cover such 
matters as power limitations for all 
types of transmitters, mileage sepa- 
ration requirements, frequencies for 
various Classes of service, and techni- 
cal standards. Expected that WLW, 
Cincinnati, the only existing super- 
power plant, will come in with first- 
hand data which can be used in de- 
ciding whether to lift the lid on 
clear-channelites’ wattage. 

Postponement petitions of the clear- 
channel group were granted with no 
date set for hearings on the requests 
for permission to use 500 kw, but the 
iWLW and WHO, Des Moines, appli- 
cations for renewal and new ex- 
perimental tickets, respectively, were 
carded for hearing immediately after 
In announcing 
the program, the FCC said the action 


and other participants interested in 


50 kw as well as to facilitate prog- 
ress in the industry as a whole.’ 


sition and that many economic ques- 
tions are related to both the matter 
of juice limitations and general regu- 
lations. Consolidation of the sessions 
will obviate unnecessary effort on the 
part of all concerned. 


AFL. to Use Its 








To Attack C.L0. 


j Washington, May 3. 
Radio becomes the chief vehicle 
with which the American Federa- 
tion of Labor will carry its war into 
the home territory of the rival Com- 
mittee for Industrial Organization. 
Commercial broadcasters may find 
themselves caught in the middle. 


Intensive airwave crusade to re- 
cruit members for newly-chartered 
Progressive Miners of America was 
plotted by the A.F. of L. last week 
following decision to challenge John 
L. Lewis and the United Mine 
Workers of America, Old-line group 
will rely on WCFL, Chicago, to 
reach potential members and under- 
cut the crowd which broke away 
from the parent organization three 
years ago. 





Withycomb’s Protest 


Philadelphia, May 3. 
Protest against WJZ’s request t 
FCC for a juice-jump to 500,000 watts 


will be filed by WFIL. Don Withy- 


comb, g.m., declared this week. Hi: 
gaid his complaint was based on lac 


of economic basis for such an in 
crease by the NBC blue fountain 
bead. 


WFIL is blue outlet here. 





Seattle, May 3. 
Northwest Mutual execs held 
at Tacoma, Saturday. Elmer 
Taft, KOL, 


net 
session 
Archie 


Pederson and 


Seattle, Louis Wasmer, 
Car’ 


Myers, Portland, in attendance. 


Lew Weiss of Don Lee also pres- | 


ent, 


Spokane, | 
Haymond, Tacoma and Charles | 


SHOW HAS MANY ACT 


Lots of Combinations Participate In 
WNEW’s Late Evening Show 





‘Ten to Twelve,’ new 
musical program on WNEW, N. ; 
uses seven different musical units in- 
‘cluding Merle Pitt's orchestra be- 
‘sides the Buccaneers male quartet. 
| Show goes on at 10 o'clock each 





two-hour | 


ee 





weekday night with Alan Kent as m. | 


c. There is a 
|rhumba combo, a swing 
| BYPSY string trio, hillbilly unit and 
) an Irish orchestra. 


Al Barrie’s stock company of five 


Dixieland band, | 
quartet, | 


|people takes up six minutes of each | 


broadcast Harriett Hall and 
| Benson are soloists. Richard Brooks 
lis special commentator, while Bruce 
| Wendell is sports ditto on broadcast 


WDAS’ 3d Press Swap 
Philadelphia, May 3. 

WDAS has set its third daily here 

|for time-space swap deal. Latest is 


Jack 





_ Doubling 





St. Louis, May 3. 

When Maurice Cliffer, KMOX 
gabber was selected for jury 
service in Circuit Judge Ernest 
F. Oakley’s court last week, he 
told the judge he was m.c. of 
the ‘All Hands On Deck,’ a 
coast-to-coast CBS program or- 
iginating at KMOX and would 
like to do his stint every day at 
1:30 p.m, while sitting on the 
case. 

Judge extended the usual one 
hour luncheon recess 15 min- 
utes and this gave Cliffer an 
opportunity to m.c. the show, 
grab a sandwich and get back 
to court on the dot 











Daily News. In return for 


musical program. 


Other trade deals are with Ledgs 


and Record. 


90 lines 
a day, sheet is getting 15-minute man 
yn the street show and a 15-minute 


———— 


! 


| 
| 


| 
| 
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ALL OKLAH 
WEB LINKS NOW 
FULL-TIME 


Ada, Okla., May 3 
With granting of unlimited au- 
thority to KADA by FCC Thursday 
(26) all stations on the Oklahoma 
Network are now full time stations. 
KADA takes full time May (7) 
on 100 watts at 1200 kilocycles It 
is also an affiliate of Mutual. C. ¢ 





Morris is owner and John M 
Whitney is manager 

Bill Griskey now in charge of 
dramatic programs at WLEU, Erie 
Pa. Formerly with WRAK, Wi: 


| liamsport, Pa. 








.. + for the people who plan 
and produce the Hollywood 
broadcasts of the world’s larg- 


est 


y * Southern California activities of the 
Columbia Broadcasting System will center 


in this magnificent new group of buildings, 


radio network... 


at Columbia Square, Hollywood. 


) 


> 





and local programs. 


Columbia Broadcasting System 


COLUMBIA SQUARE, 


Here, the experience and inspirations of 
program-producers, engineers and archi- 
tects have been fused into the most efficient 
“workshop” in radio: a new headquarters 


for the production and servicing of network 


HOLLYWOOD 
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PROPOSED F.C.C. RULES 


Larne - ——¥¢ — 


' >] | Jewel Cowboys, hillbillies fed CBS STAFF VACATIONS July week-end. As _ is, audience 
| week TREC her attrac- studio will be used before forma 
TENNESSEE S a eee Son: oe eee debut, the Socony-Vacuum half hour 
5 





























= WAIT ON WGY PARTY musical being scheduled for a shift 
| Forest City, Ark., has rescheduled | to it. 
|its Peach Festival this spring after a P NS nm 
’ 1 . rte , T ay 
last year’s was scared away by an Schenectady, N. Y., May 3. Hi B J ° WTIC 
| infantile paralysis epidemic. Othe Date for opening of WGY'’s new I-DOYs oin J 
‘ = festivals set are Watervalley (Miss.) | §ve-studio building is July 9. Vaca- Schenectady, May 3 
Watermelon Feast, Humbolt (Tenn.) tions for staffers delayed until July Hi-Boys Max Raney and Doye 
Mer } Mav “ Strawberry Festival Clarksdale | 16 n rder t n e resence of a ¢ | with the Radio Ra el 
Memphis, May 3 a ’ », In ordel » InsUI p Dell) with t R tans | eS - 
T hereabout e setting an (Miss.) Cotton Carnival, Nev port! full crew for moving job Manager have closed a two-year engagement j W ould Create Six Station 
owns 1e aoouts are settin - ie ns Tren biece : Sie Pac shee ee a on ay A , . ; ; : , 
1 festivals. Cheese carnival and (Ark.) Bridge Celebration. Kolin D. Hager will hie away with| gnd after a fortnight of personal ap Classifications — ‘Stricter 
nua -SLULVa ° S @Ailli c ali ; = = . 7 Hrct ont ngent. ing in that sectior . | v0 
Biggest event n this region wil] | Wrst ce L ig 1 Une . I . 
livestock show was held last weeK-| 1}. Memphis Cotton Carnival, May Structure could be dedicated ear- , Hartford Standards of Public In 
‘ } 1 +} 4 anise y : . " . " , 4 - ‘ ‘ i ae ( . 
end at Collierville, with the Buckeye | 10-14, Both CBS and NBC will ai er, if it were possible to bring NB«¢ to WG‘ I terest — Regulate Future 
carnival on the midway and the|some of the events. execs to Schenectady over Fourth of 








eters Mb et . Grants to Add Stiff Re- 


a ane ations quirements — No Spon- 


sored Experimentals 








92 CHANNELS 


Washington, May 2 

Proposed new rules and re a- 
tions for discussion at June hearings 
| before the Federal Communications 
| Commission were released today (3) 
for information of all broadcasters 
| planning to argue suggested changes 
in present F. C. C. policies. Con- 
forming with recommendations of 
Commissioner T. A. M. Craven, pro- 
posed revisions create six categories 
of stations, change power limitations 
and provide reduction in clear 
channels for high power operation. 

Aside from technical matters, 
chief significance of the engineers’ 
recommendations lies in proposed 
stricter standards of public interest, 
looser conditions on rebroadcasting 
and tighter control over experimen- 
tal operation. Instead of 90 clear, 
regional and local channels alloca- 
tion plan is broadened to cover 92 
frequencies for use of transmitters 
in six power groups. 

There would be 44 instead of 40 
cleared ribbons, but only 25 of them 
earmarked for interference-free op- 
eration of 50 kw plants. 

Class 1B stations, using 10 to 50 
kw would have 19 channels, while 
Class 2 stations, using 250 watts to 
50 kw to render secondary service 
could be assigned to either group of 
frequencies. Class 3A stations, us- 


S 
es 
wn 
a 





ing 1 to 5 kw, and Class 3B stations } 
using 500 watts or 1 kw night, and ‘ 
i5 kw day would have 42 channels. : 


at 


Six frequencies for locals, which 
could have 250 watts. 

Rules do not contemplate horizon- 
tal power boosts for regionals or 
locals but open the way for com- 
|mish to grant juice jumps where 
interference will not injure service. 

Four channels formerly reserved 
for high-powered  regiona!s—1460, 
1470, 1480 and 1490 kce—added tc 
clear channel group and two new 
ribbons—153 and 1550 kc—are 
opened up for regular regional use. 

Definite standards upon which 
grants will be based in future are 
suggested. Either new transmitter 
or better facilities can be ather- 
ized only after satisfactory showing 
| that proposed programs will provide 


als seg ss OS 
Ria 








eee eee Tia 





meritorious service, including cul- 


























aa 
| tural programs; potential interfer- 
| ence will be outweighed by need for f 
; service; that adequate commercial 
support is available to finance plant 7 
dependent upon sale of time; that 
applicant for local station is a per- 
son either residing in or acquainted 
vith needs of community. Other 
usual tests of legal fitness, engineer- 
| ing qualifications and public interest 
will be applied. 
On the question of experimental 
authorization, the new rules say thet 
no licensee allowed additional hours 
of operation can transmit any com- 
mercial or sponsored program or 
make any commercial announcement 
|} during such extra time. In case of 
| other experimental grants—different 
| frequency or higher power—rates 
| cannot be boosted. Latter provision 
would hit WLW, which upped tariffs 
when allowed to operate with 500 
leu 
| Instead of getting advance author- 
| ity to rebroadcast, the new rules al- 
low licenses to pick up program cof 
any standard broadcast station, if 
originating transmitter gives consent, 
| provided commi h is notified within 
1 st ce days 
Harry Burge, formerly s one 
| cer on WJR, Detroit, is ; - : 
poem tarensenssecceai : rf er on WLW-WSAL, Cincy. 
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F. FC (. May Be Influenced By 


Supreme Court Livestock Decision : 


Washington, May 3. 
possible revolutionary 
Federal 
procedure, at 
certain types of cases, appears possi- 
ble as the consequence of a recent 
U. S. Supreme Court decision which 


Anoth 
change in 
Commission 


has upset the machinery of several 
sovernmental agencies and qua 
judicial bodi 
I ntv ab ( } | 
I i lav ta 
coutro was reflect ) FC( 
atto t Ww et follo } 1 
c » f the opinior re\ i 
1 rd ) Se avy rf 
4, t Wa ice | i S Lo ‘ 
na case Th Labor Rela 
ms Board a ) ‘reatly troubled 
by the court's attitude, which wa 
C cal of ex parte proceedings by 
FO I it outfits 
Ch setting Supreme Court le- 
( yn was to the effect that a ‘full 
and =6 fair hearing requires quasi 
iudicial officers and agencies to 
move slowly and not take arbitrary 
T mm in admit ! la wh 
th i 1 broad powe to ] ] 
and umpire controversies. In 
criticizing Wallace for not letting 
Kansas City livestock men examine 


through 
parties 


his findings, the majority, 


Chief Justice Hughes, said 


contesting with the government ‘are 
entitled to be fairly advised’ about 
developments 

Court's remark that ‘proper stand- 
ards’ of fair play must be main- 
tained was construed in some quar- 
ters as potentially barring certain 
types of FCC decisions. Notably in 
those ‘en banc’ cases where no pro- 
posed findings are made public and 
oral argument is dispensed with. 
Likewise in instances where the 
Commish, without any hearing, takes 


various acti 

‘The right to a hearing embraces 
not only the right to present evi- 
dence but also a reasonable oppor- 
tunity to know the claims of the op- 
posing party and to meet them,’ 
Chief Justice Hughes said in rebuk- 


ons, 


Communications | 
least in|} 


‘on WLW. 


Agriculture Department. 
‘The right to submit argument im- 
plies that opportunity; otherwise the 
ight may be but a barren one.’ 

While some _ broadcast matters 
might be affected, the court inter- 
pretation is more likely to concern 
the FCC in telephone and telegraph 


ing the 


particularly in rate proceed- 
it ; felt Might have a bear- 
idoption of rules and 
é qu ig the Commish 
) yida ’ g every instance 
vhe I changes are considered 
In such < as grant or denial 
n permits, higher 
0 n ~hanges, the 
urt eg ed as of rela- 
1\ mportance Because the 
FCC ile of procedure allow ag- 
rrieved parties to file a protest in 
nost cases of action without hear- 
s and petitions for reconsidera- 
n are permissible 
Fitch Renews Belcher 
F ’ ympoo) has decided not 
» tal ilf-hour program ac- 
¢ ia 


ount ition i and has 
enewed Jerry Be itinerant 
NBC for another 13 
which Marschalk & 
rra ency auditioned for its client 
it NBC, was a variety layout includ- 
ing Elsa Maxwell, Mary Small, Alan 
Kent and Will Osborne's orch. 

Marschalk & Pratt has notified 
Mort Lewis, who produced the audi- 
tioned program, that it is now trying 
another of its clients in 
the show. 


week, 
Icher’s 
vox-popper over 
\V eeks. Show, 


> ++ 
I \ 


to interest 
bankrolling 
Paul Sullivan’s N. Y. Dises 
Cincinnati, May 3. 
Sullivan, WLW news com-| 
is in New York this week 
the first of a series of 26 
travel recordings for Sohio gas, han- 
led through the McCann Erickson 
agency, | 
From that end Sullivan pipes his 
twice-nightly 15-minute programs 


Paul 
ienkniee. 


to make 





NO BAND EVER 
CLICKED SO QUICK’ 


Ace arranger Larry Clinton 
organizes a recording band 
for Victor, 


Larry Clinton and band be- 
come one of the top sellers 
on the Victor list! 


Engaged for RCA-Victor Re- 
cord commercial, WJZ-NBC, 
8:15-8:45 P. M. Saturdays! 


Clinton writes “Dipsy 
Doodle”, on “Hit Parade” 
12 weeks; wins ASCAP prize! 





«@ 25697-A 





script 


j}inson ‘Big 


| department 
| agency 


Pacific Coast Notes 


Tony Labriola (Ken Murray's Os- 
ald) bankrolling ‘Oswald’s Oh-Yeh 
Colonial Beauty Salon’ on swank 
Wilshire boul in Los Ang 


Ruffner killed a ‘Big Town’ 
due to possible objections 
from medical profesh. 


se les, 





Tiny 


John Barrymore will pass a bit of 


' persiflage with Al Jolson and Parky- 


akakas on May 10 Lifebuoy airing. 
Harry Maizlish, KFWB tops, pre- 
dicting an early network airing of 


station’s ‘Grouch Club.’ 
KMTR (Hollywood) spotting a ‘Do 
You Want to Be an Announcer turn. 


Mickey Mouse pro: 
lent taking brief summer respite 


after May 15 


‘ram [ol 
broadc ist 


Club doin Fr isco 


Bohemian 
attracted Harrison Hollis vay, Syd 
Dixon and Walter Bunke Jr., from 
L. A 

Jimmy Starr, Hearst picture col- 


3ehind the 
substitute 


umnist in L. A., w 
#? melight’ as a 


axing 
summer 


for Walter Winchell or for new P. 
Lorillard ciggie 

Ed Lowry renewed for another 13 
weeks by Fox-West Coast heatre 
chain. 

Meredith Willson, ‘Good News’ 
music director, being bioged for 
Good Housekeeping by his sis, Dixie 
Willson 

KHJ (Los Angeles) trying out 


each week to hit 
Station music 


conductors 
on a happy choice for 
chief. 


guest 


Clarence Tallman looking down on 
Tiny Ruffnér He 


+ 


stands six feet 


six inches. 


Bob Garrett, film commentator, 
who was first of tattlers to have his 
card taken up by the Hays office, has 
asked to be reinstated on promise of 


| being good. 


Fran Fry took over the baton from 


Phil Ohman on the Edward G. Rob- 
Town’ series. 





Renzo Cesana heads the new radio 
of the James Houlihan 
in San Francisco. Formerly 
advertising manager for the Roma 
Wine Co. 

King Harris now with Erwin Wa- 
sey agency, San Francisco. Formerly | 
with J. Sterling Getchell, New York. | 

Newlyweds Joe Walters and his| 
bride, the former Mary Ellen Her- | 
rick, postponed their honeymoon | 
so that Walters, a 
KSFO, San Francisco, could be in| 
town for the annual announcers’ | 

! 





mikeman at} 


contest being conducted by the Sid- 
ney Garfinkel agency. Walters | 
wound up in second place last year. 


— 


R. A. Stuart of Melbourne, Aus- 








' 
° . . ° i] 
tralia, seeking radio scripts in San | 
THE BIG DIPPER-Fox. Trot Francisco to .take home to station | 
(La Ove M, ae ' 
Loretta aia te 3XY. 
Featuring + Hetetord. T Mondello, | Rusin 
1 Lemners Sanaphones C Sowa R.Traettino, ie as 
Poa sie tn ny Path on ny Ng fs Mel Johnson of KLS, Berkeley, 
tain, Dentorg Get-A Brodsty, 6° | shifted to announcers staff at KDON, 


Unite =< 
PINGS CO INC cn 


Larry Clinton 


and his 





ROCKWELL-O’KEEFE INC. |... occ... 


NEW YORK ¢ CHICAGO - 


HOLLYWOOD -« 


rchestra 


Larry Clinton and his orches- 
tra create a sensation at 
college proms! 


Booked for entire season, 
opening May 26, at Glen 
Island Casino in Westchester! 


Engaged for Lincoln Hotel, 
New York, from October 6 
on, indefinitely! 


Booked for New York Para- 
mount Theatre, two week 
minimum, opening in October] 


SAN FRANCISCO « LONDON 





Cal. 


Monterey, 


Bob Oakley, former 
manager of KROY, Sacramento, Cal., 
is now northern California 
rep for R. U. McIntosh transcrip- 
tions, of Los Angeles. 


Bill Brokaw, ‘Midnight Vagabond’ 
of KROW, Oakland, Cal., will emcee 
the Oakland Post-Enquirer’s Modern 
Home Exposition starting May 14. 








—_ 








Sn, 


Press Agent Codes His Chores 


Philadelphia, May 3 

Confidential to Variety and the radio biz—decoding of calendar 
pad of Murray Arnold, WIP p.a.: 

Get kudos for hegira. (Procure requisition for 
York trip.) 

Check Smith exodus, (Find out about rumor Smith is leaving staff.) 

Mug Jones. (Have pix taken of Jones for new release.) 

Stream Chandler tale. (Rewrite release on Chandler, leaving out 
excess goo.) 

Greet sheets. 

New Hammers for vendors, 
salesmen. ) 


expenses for New 


(Today's the day to visit newspapers.) 
(Write new program presentations for 


Annies for Pins. (Pick up tickets for ‘Pins and Needles.’) 
Bench sesh, (Cabinet meeting.) 

Bell Brown. (Phone Brown.) 

Ducats for slaughter. (Get tickets for wrestling show tonight 


winded guy. temind 


half-hour.) 


Itch-feed, tip Fitz. (Lunch with long- 


tary (Fitzpatrick) to call on phone after 


SeCCTC- 











} 
I 


I 


Since lit 


ing the expensive copper ground wire | ADJUNC 


I 


f 


‘ 
A 


acs of te Trade WEBR, NOW 5 KW, 
ces SEEKS BOOSTER 


crew at WFIL’s new trans- 
plugging away at targets with | 
evolvers. Marksmanship a necessity 
was discovered that the 
bad boys were steal- 


Entire 
nitter 


1e1¢ *hbor hood 


rom the 14-acre tract just as fast 
is it was being laid 
Workmen were ploughing up the 
y ne ‘ . c he " > . ¥ 
ground and laying the wire during 3altimore, May 3 
he day and toughies were ploughing " ’ 
: , Following survey made by Paul F 
ip same ground and removing the}. , ‘ ’ 
; Godley, consultant radio engineet 
‘opper during the night. ; > , 


( 


Police were called by radio last WFBR filed an application this week 


Tuesday night when attendants saw with the P.C.C. for one Sonesruceacet 
ine thieves af work Cone Sead ai" booster station at Frederick, Md 
the eves a WOTK. Ops irec re Plat all for ynck rat } 
couple slugs after them, but missed a Sa So a cnc Wee 
t : >* c ’ — : ‘Ace ay 2 : > ‘neg 27 
station staff has since obtained re- present WFBR wave length of 1270 
volvers and permits and the erection of antenna, studio 

( 4 a lis, . . . 
I and transmitter in Francis Scott Key 

Hotel. 

WCOL, Columbus, Horsey Frederick, with a population of 
Ceiumbus. May 3 26,000, is a profitable trading area 
Zeulah Park 25-day spring race | for Baltimore business and is at pres- 
meeting will get most elaborate radio | ®t Setting primary service from 
coverage in its history this year WFMD only during daytime hours 
age . : a 2 be ° —— . . al atrail- Pe 
WCOL leads local stations in number | New tie-up would make available 
of broadcasts network reception, as WFBR is a 


Besides description of 


> >_y > ] > y ? > 
top race by F. H. Sproule and Bob sag v8 of a gp ot ina ; , 
~ , " . j y , ve > > ‘ 
Seal every afternoon, WCOL will ‘ ee A who + eveloped the p ~ 
carry five-minute program giving|'OF Synchronization, previousty 


scratches and selections at noon and 
flash results and mutuels after 


worked out a similar arrangement 
for WLLH, which combines Lowell 


each ; 
and Lawrence, Mass. Claims area to 


race, 
. b ; ‘ve k Vv Ww J se gets 
Sports commentators Johnny Ne-| °° pe ¥ od ¢ nr W gee nig “a = 
: ro ; ~ no NiLitLWe ‘eceptli € ANY 
blett of WBNS and Budd Sweeney of ti ; ws Py - t , aa P vont sillien r 
Api in a at synchr rg i 
WHKC will give complete results on} a oo — Sere 


give the area a top ranking primary 


their sports broadcasts and have 
; ; Fae service. 
lined up interviews with officials, . : 
owners and riders | WFBR has just been granted an 
> ». 
Meet opens Wednesday (4), | approval of its recent application for 


Choir, six girls, 
| Juves sing popular numbers as extra 
| attraction with the full staff orches- 
tra. 


|inereased power from 1,000 to 5,000 
| during daytime and from 500 to 1,000 


WHEC Builds Junior Choir at night. Booster station at Fred- 
Rochester, N. Y., May 3 | erick would operate on 100 watts. 


has ceveloped a Junior Siaaiciaies 
12 to 16 years old. 


Jack Hutchinson, Philly  nitery 
| chirper, back on WDAS after absence 
of couple months. He’ll be heard in 
Thursday afternoon series with in- 
strumental ensemble directed by 
—— Schreibman. 


WHEC 





Ken Sparnon directs both outfits. 





production | 


sales | 


Florence Montgomery p.a. rela- | 
tions for Izzard agency, Seattle. 
Bill Warren, production head of 


| KOMO-KJR, Seattle, has new help- | 


ers, Pete Lyman and Bill Gavin. 
Eddie Cantor’s troupe due back on 
the Coast for May 16 broadcast. 





Bud Rutherford back at 
| KHJ (Los Angeles) publicity stand. 

Amos ’n’ Andy chased back to 
L. A. by the Palm Springs heat. 





| at the Hollywood studio holding star 
chamber seshes on submitted scripts. 

| Ted Fio Rito offering 

| for ditty titles on his 


cash 


KHJ 


renewed 
KHJ (Los 


| for another 26 weeks on 


' Angeles). 


' 
prizes 
-Mutual | 


the old | 


John Swallow and his NBC aides | 





KROC SERVES 


Primary Secondary 
Population 239,794 237,901 
Families 57,324 58,271 
Radio Homes 51,459 50,347 


Retail Sales $67,328,000 $39,851,000 
Spendable Income $109,358,000 $87,491,000 


897, of all families own one or more radio 
sets. Nearly 500,000 persons are KROC minded. 
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Bringing something new—something 
different—into talent service.... 


AN ADVERTISING TRAINED TALENT 
SERVICE FOR RADIO ADVERTISING! 


* BILL OTUHLER * 


Comes from 9 years in Advertising 
Agencies (3 years with B. B. D. & 0. ser 
6 years with Young & Rubicam tr) to 


* AGO LYM, IN * 


as Vice-President in charge of 
RADIO DIVISION 


TOM NEELY, ASSOCIATE 

















A & S$ LYONS, Inc. 


PARAMOUNT BUILDING, NEW YORK 
Telephone, LA. 4-7460 


HOLLYWOOD LONDON 
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One Local Sponsor Package-Buys 21 
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‘WOSU Tackles Original 
| Romantic Musical Drama 
May 3. 








Columbus, 
Bill Aldridge has written a roman- 


® + 
ek] with Talent Inclusive tic musical drama, ‘Mellows on the 
Ours € y Levee,’ which is getting trial on Ohio | 




















| State University station, WOSU. If 
+ f show clicks it may go on the Mutual 
es network in the 12:30 p.m. spot Sun- 
Community Opticians has bought Too Many Visitors days, Period is now occupied by 
a total of 21 hours, 15 minutes week- aes ‘Democracy in Transition,’ round 
ly on WMCA, N. Y. Time and talen Minneapolis, May 3. table discussions by Ohio State pro- 
: WCCO will grant permission fessors, which end May 15. 
at a package price. to candid camera cddicts to Dorothy Stevens Humphries and 
Garnett Marks airs three news- snap scenes in the studios and Nason Oldham, head sing cast. Dra- 
daily, 8.45-9 a.m. 312-12.15 a.m.; during broad asts, and n ay matic actors have been er 
1-1.15 a m Zeke Manners’ hillbillies nave a display of the results, from university talent Ann ‘ ‘harles 
wi Will take th recaution to in- is directing the ensemble, which 1n- 
are on Mondays through Friday } that os ramen register in cludes Choral Singers, under direc- 
10.15-10.30 a.m, and 5.45-6.15 me | advance and be ass ea a spe- tion of Helen Carter Most 
) a Sunday show at the latte cific time. es 
> Don Kerr conducts musical | Visitors 1 general have be- ¢ hi 
, ” gaily, 1215-1243, pm.{{ come, $0 numerous at weco |) SCott Charges Censors Ip 
lings da 12.15-12.45  p.n | thet they are now | aa’ 
‘Street Forum’ sidewalk quiz is yer three lays a week to ! ve Detroit, May 3. 
laily, 2.30-2.45 p.m. Dick Fishell staff time After being skedded to deliver 
sports’ resumes also daily, 6.30-6.45 speech over United Auto Workers 
p.m. ‘True Detective Mysteries’ ride union’s daily evening program over 
Tuesdays and Fridays, 9.30-10 p.m. WCKY SCOREBOARDS WJBK, Howard Scott, internationai 
‘Four Aces’ are on Wednesdays, 9.30- | director of Technocracy, Inc., 
10 p.m. Nightly save Sundays dance FOR RESTAURANTS charged last week that UAW officials 


him to go on air 
‘not pro-Admin- 


orch pickups are made, 10.30-11 p.m. {refused to allow 
‘ because his talk was 





Cincinnati, May 3 stration.’ 
. 9 VCKY distributed 1,000 score ‘I was scheduled to go on the ait 
boards to cafes and restaurants 1n | .4 7 pm.’ Scott charged, ‘but UAW 
Greater Cincy as part of a promotion | officials looked over my speech at 1 
campaign for the Oertel Brewing 


and said I wouldn’t be allowed 


I 
to read it.’ 


KYA, Frisco, Adds Acts 


May 3. 


mM. 


Company’s baseball results program 
' carried daily by the station at 5:30 
p. m. The station sent telegrams to | 


each of the spots on opening day of 
najor leagues reminding the 


asians | the 


San Francisco, 


Cincinnati, May 3. owners about the Oertel broadcast. | Four new musical units were added 

Essay contest which ran for a Rex Davis, WCKY sports spieler, this week to the staff of KYA here 

fortnight and concluded the two- handles the aha — Saag Account | m by General Manager Clarenc e B. Ju- 

Pw onth ‘buy now’ campaign con- through the M. R. Koppmeyer Co., | neau, Augments station’s musical or- 
lucted by WLW and WSAI drew a) Louisville. Ky., which also is the under Walter 


ganization Rudolph’s 
direction, 
Additions 


Boys, 


flood of entries which were accom- | home of the shencasnentetie 
panied by purchase receipts of a 
wide range of articles totaling more 
than $250,000. 

Winners of the 55 cash prizes, 
amounting to $450, were announced 
on a special musical show carried by 


Cutting Up Some Ham 


Chicago, May 3. 
handing out 


include the KYA Ranch 
a group of six cowboy musi- 
cians with ‘Boots’ Tout as emcee 
‘Jam Session Boys,’ a swing group; 
the KYA String Quartet, consisting 
of Lyle Daniels and Joseph Hoffman. 





Nate Pumpian some 








| function similar 
| paper 


the Crosley super station Friday | time contracts to station reps for | vionists: cellist Johnny Childs; violist 

(29) night. Easy-Cut Ham, a Morrell product.| Henry Buettner; and a_ two-piano 
Some 60 stations, numerous daily through the local Henri-Hurst & team with Walter gudolph and Jack 

and weekly newspapers and many | McDonald agency. Seltenrich. 

business men’s clubs in a dozen Testing around the country with - — 

states voluntarily tied in with the] eqme narticination nilucsince 

campaign. Details handled by John eee Off-Afternoon Shows 

Koepf, of the WLW-WSAI exploita- . . Philadelphia, May 3. 

tion department. | Sisson Member of 406 WIP airing a 150-minute variety 
‘Buy now’ campaign on the two Ken Sisson, director of the ‘Can- | show, sustaining, on afternoons when 

Crosley stations was hypoed by spot ada of 1938’ program from CFCF,! American League ball club is out-of- | 

announcements, station break plugs| Montreal, which goes off the air for | town and it isn’t carrying the game. 

and brief dramatizations, day and the summer tomorrow (5), has been | Show is being peddled to sponsors in 

night on each of the 60 day granted a full membership in the | 20-minute blocks, which include 15 





- Musicians’ Federation of Montreal,| minutes of music and chirping and 

Pat Flanagan Resting Local 406, AF of M. five minutes of baseball, racing and 
Chicago, May 3. Sisson had been conducting the | other sports results. 

Pat Flanagan, vet WBBM baseball musical program for 26 weeks on a| WCAU airing similar two-hour 


spieler, in the local hospital. Heart.| visiting permit, which required him 
While he’s resting play-by-play {to maintain a standby 
will be blurbled by Truman Bradley. musicians. 


| Show when Phillies are away, but it 
band of local is sponsored by Socony and General 
‘Mills, same as diamond games. 





ADIO ADVERTISING 


SUCCESS 


PROGRAM: “The Green Hornet” 


Half hour drama portraying a newspaperman’s singlehanded 
fight against “law breakers within the law”. Modern in plot; 
played by WXYZ's professional radio artists. Time of Broad- 
cast: 7:30 to 8:00 P.M. Tues. & Thurs. (fall & winter schedule) 
After time change: 6:30 to 7:00 P.M. Tues. & Thurs. (spring & 
summer schedule) 


NW. Ayer & Son, Inc. 


Selected “The Green Hornet” as appropriate for the big job of 
selling MORE Premium Quality milk to MORE people in Mich- 
igan. The conclusion is that the agency, the “show” and the 
facilities deserve equal sharing of the glorious accomplishment, 


FACILITIES: Michigan Radio Network. 
Pos 


EIGHT major markets at ONE low cost. Exclusive state cover- 
oge that combines thriving manufacturing centers with the 















AGENCY: 








big metropolitan market of Greater Detroit. 


NETWORK 


DETROIT 
MICHIGAN 


MICHIGAN 


WXYZ ‘ 
KEY STATION |°-¢> 





4 s 


~ 





The Paul H. Raymer Co., Representative 








dom of religion and of education. 


Wednesday, May 4, 193 
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Speech 





(Continued from page 36) | 





racy, the dictators who accomplished | 
that revolution did so through their 
control of radio and the press. Nor 
were they satisfied with that. Their | 
next step was to use the same gov- 
ernmental power to destroy the free- 


Every increase in the economic 
power of a government makes more 
precious and more important the 
vigilant maintenance of the freedom 
f thought, fageous, un- 


lom of 


and the cou! 

flinching defense of the freec 
all forms of its expression. 

Compares with Press 

In its 


its responsibilities 


functions, its freedoms, and 
broadcasting is 
press. It 


analogou to the 

forum for the spoken 
word just as the press provides a 
forum for the written word. 

The broadcasting networks per- | 
form for their affiliated stations the | 
same service that the great press 
associations perform for their mem- 
ber newspapers. They assemble news 
and talent from the four corners of 


e sentially 


provides a 


+ 


the earth, and deliver it swiftly 
and economically to local stations 
And just as a press association fran- 
chise is a coveted asset for a local 


newspaper, so a major network con- 
nection is a principal factor in de- 
termining the importance and qual- 
ity of service of a local broadcast- 
ing station. 

The broadcasting station and the 
newspaper both have editorial func- 
tions, one in the selection of pro- 
grams, and the other, of reading 
matter. Both also have commercial 
functions. Both are supported by 
advertising revenue. The income and 
influence of both depend upon cir- 
culation figures: of listeners in one 
case, readers in the other. Both | 
have a legitimate investment assct 
of goodwill in the circulation they 
have built up. 


The broadcaster decides upon the 


relative interest to his audience of 
each program, and proportions his 
broadcasting hours accordingly. In 


editorial 
to that of the news- 
in making up its pages or se- | 
lecting its features. The care ex- 
ercised by the broadcaster to present 
all. sides of controversal public is- 
sues is in itself an editorial func- 
tion of great importance. 


so doing, he performs an 


There may be occasional abuses 
both on the air and in the press, but 
in a democracy it is the power of 
public opinion rather than a govern- 


| ment tribunal which enforces stand- 


ards of public expression. 

This public censorship is in keep- 
ing with democratic principles. And 
it is a very real power, because, 
it is exercised by direct control over | 
the~-profits: of the broadcaster. 
Broadcasters are competing every 
moment of the day for the listeners’ 
interest. Program approval by | 


| listeners spells circulation and prof- | 


its; disapproval losses and 
disaster. 
If freedom means anything it 


means freedom to make mistakes as | 


spells 


well as to do the right thing. Broad- | 
casters have made mistakes, plenty 
of them. That is the way they | 
learned to be broadcasters. I want 
them left free to make more mis- 
| takes. That is the way they will 


learn to be better broadcasters, 
Let me summarize the four be-' 
liefs about broadcasting concerning 


which I have tried this afternoon to 


give you the groundwork of my 
thinking: 
First. The extent and value of | 


| the services of American broadcast- 
| ing depend upon its freedom to de- 


| velop and to operate with a mini- 


| enforcement 


|; remain subject to all the laws that 


| dom from program censorship, other 
|; than the 
| public opinion. 


| lowawnerncarmanté af ti 
; improvement or its 


mum of regulation by the Govern- 
ment. Until and unless the radio 
art can provide as many wave-|_ 


lengths as there are broadcasters to 
use them, centralized regulation of 
technical facilities is essential. But 
the spirit of such regulation and its 
should’ differentiate 
clearly between technical operations 
and program services. | 

Second. While broadcasting should 


apply to other industries serving the | 
public, it should be made morally | 
as well as legally certain of its free- | 
legitimate censorship of 
There should be no 
censorship by intimidation or eco- | 
nomic pressure. The station license 
should carry a longer term than six | 
months. It should be revocable onlv | 
for cause, and these causes should 
be clearly defined in advance. 
Third. The progress of the Amer- | 
ican system of broadcasting, and the 
program serv- 


ices, continued net- 


depend upon 





es 

work development. Only by such de. 
velopment can we provide a finer 
national service, free to the Publie, 
Fourth, and finally. Freedom of 

| the air is inseparable from the free. 
dom of thought, of speech, of wor. 
| ship, of education and of the press, 
These are the cornerstones 
American democracy. What 
one helps all; what injures one 
encroachment upon all: 


of our 
helps 
is an 
what costars 


one destroys all, and theret y de- 
stroys democracy itself. 

A free system of broadcasting 
can survive only under a democ; Pe 
form of government, but it is no 
less true that democratic govern. 
ment itself will survive only if 
broadcasting is kept free 


American broadcasting asks no 
special priv ileges It deserves none 
It needs none All it asks is the 


preservation of the 


American spirit 
of freedom. 


Senator Minton’s Speech 
May 3. 


law placing 


Washington, 

More agitation for a 
a fence between radio and the press 
was heard in Congress last week, 
an aftermath of the publishers’ 
pression of alarm 
curbs of free speech. 

Newspaper - radio entre 
were baited Thursday (28) by 
Senator Sherman Minton, Indiana 
Democrat, and Senator George Nor- 
ris Nebraska independent Both 
suggested Congress ought to put a 
gag on press-owned transmitters. 

Denouncing the _ publishers for 
their hatred of the Roosevelt admin- 
istration, the Hoosiercrat turned his 
sarcasm on the resolution adopted 
at the annual New York convention 
warning that politicians may sub- 
jugate radio and then, in Hitler-like 
technic, offered a bill which would 
impose harsh penalties on editors, 
publishers, and reporters who mis- 
state facts. 

In brief exchange on 
floor, Norris suggested that press 
should be driven out of the radio 
field so there would be two means 
of reaching the public and Minton 
said the newspapers—which own 
one-third of the nation’s radio out- 
lets—ought to be ‘put out of the 
radio business.’ 

Meanwhile 
munications 


eX- 


Federal 


about 


preneurs 


the senate 


the Federal 
Commission 


Com- 


contin- 


ued to grant more vocal facili- 
ties to two more F sos Ruth 
Hanna McCormick Simms, who owns 


the Rockford (Ill.) Register-Repub- 
lic and Star, and Frank Gannett, 
chain proprietor. Was the second 
successive week when the Commish 


favored Gannett, allowing him a 
construction permit for a plant at 
Elmira (N. Y.), where his Star- 


Gazette now holds a lease on WESG. 





O’Brien’s Air Dicker 
Hollywood, May 3. 
Deal is in the fire for Pat O’Brien 
to head a dramatic series for an 
early fall start. 
Unidentified sponsor is said to be 
on the verge. 


MRS. MORT HARRIS DIES 
Hollywood, May 3. 


Mrs. Leone Harris died last Thurs- 
day of injuries received in a motor 
crash April 24. 


Her husband, Mort Harris, writer 
on the Metro ‘Good News’ airshow, 
was killed immediately at the time 
of the accident, 

George Whitsett to L.A. 

George Whitsett of N. W. Ayer’s 
new business department has been 
transferred to the Coast. 

Went out Sunday after farewell 
party tossed by N.Y. office. 
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NAB. GETS NEW MEMBER 
















































































— + - —_———— + ——— | 
Mother’s Day Idea the exchequer and make ‘the off- Tell Us Who’ll Buy |wr BR’s Pimlico Press 
spring stand on its own feet. " B » S sored b 7-U 
Report on the negotiations with ee ox Sponsored DY p 
Regina, Sask., May 3. the American Federation of Musi- Hollywood, May 3. Baltimore, May 3. 
| Mother’s Day to get special cians was received from the com- Gene De nnis, vanes peyente ‘Pimlico Press Box.’ morning and 
; | recognition oe kay Gogan and mittee of Psy grog stations, while auditioned la st week for a pro- afternoon daily airings from the 
Flo Sweeney on regular CKCK other angles of the tunester situa- gram tagged ‘Gene Dennis Can historic race track, has been sold by 
Women’s Magazine i tion were covered by Samuel Ro-|; Tell You Waxe went € t WFBR to ‘Seven U; beverage Via 
senbaum of WFIL Philadelphia, | Turn will be asea on iette | Phillip Klein Adv. Agency of Phila- 
Girls have invited mothers | nuanced Se F eae — ; ta] | Ee 
a | ane = as pee ea } tabor com! LLe¢ neaad recelvead i | la 
, ang NM Pty station stall - ~ j Decision t participate ! tne | during her ye on the stags | Mornin broadcast review race 
: ‘ ° to t-a IOI 1€ occasion and Will ak ary OS hanring nN new | | f dav yrevious al list ntries, 
i Mark Ethridge’s Hurried De- | broadcast the whole ritual : a = vel pene . Pape ee | _ , an ' ? ‘i fo ' va re a pie 
parture for Sick Child’s| | are any phases which affect the in-| tations on different categories of] events, Afternoon session gives de- 
| j ‘ € a f ny { \ feature 
) Bedside Delays Accept- | brought up by a request for more | ‘ e V : e up fu- “ir fe ( cl i pe perenne 4 pins. vec 
. e | } xy it} } } ) ) +} ( € ( ( abou t I A ¢ ae omm } \ I pl i 
: ance of WCAU, Philly lot tr libra the ‘a tee act tabs relations with the government | Further information about tne/|at courst 
t - and hawing, the bosses agreed to put | Engineering committee will dig search for an indu try Moses a " . seat . ra 
up cash for pressing more platters; into the proposed rules as soon as; subm tted by different executive on this aspect of the reo! anizat : 
OTHER ACTION | but simultaneously instructed Phil] the y come out and decide whether | committeemen but the directorate plan except that the bo ard a will = 
| Loucks, temporary general counsel,| there is anything the NAB can do] made no moves which foreshadow | called together again whenever _ 
“7. | to see what can be done about re-| to present the general viewpoint.| early selection of a permanent head searcher: nave vheentr . op typ er — 
g Washington, May 3. organizing the setup as speedily as Association will steer clear of all| to take hand 4 off iy igs fpredicmee Bey is receptive to a definite 
‘ wah ao wer lmi-| t xe rr ano ting roposiuo0nNn, 
: Initial steps to man the turrets at possible To cut cut the drain onj| factional rows—such as power hm | No date fixed I , 
7 National Association of Broadcast-| [=> aa = ee : : 
il ers headquarters were taken Satur- 
day at special meeting of the di- 
rectorate at which 14 new members 
a were elected, seeds of revolt against 
the Federal Communications Com- | 
h mission were sown, and ae paid | 
a president problem was re-surveyed 
} without appreciable res iia 
or Besides appointing a committee to | * 
\- ask the FCC to co-operate better | 
is with the industry, the directors: 
d 1, Picked three individuals to 
yn round out the headquarters staff and 
D= assume responsibility for some of the 
ce new functicns. 
ld 2. Received several reports from 
'S, various committees on a few of the 
S- more important problems confront- 
ing the business. 
te 3. Squinted at the Bureau of 
SS Copyrights and tried to decide what 
lio to do with that problem child. 
ns Without giving any titles, the 
on board authorized employment of two vf 
_ individuals to take charge of politi- 
av 4 cal, public, and labor relations and 
he one person to form nucleus for the 
research crew. Joseph L. Miller, 
ail member of the Associated Press bu- 
i reau here for several years, and Ed 


th Kirby, of WSM, Nashville, will tackle 
* the former chore. Start of quest for 














i i economic and other data will be the 
me | ce ie coe, Bree ; | 
ish the joint committee on radio re- W SAI is now carrying 57.8% more LOCAL and NATIONAL SPOT 
- search. 
at New Members | 
_ Return of Philadelphia’s _ dis- | varter-hour units in Cincinnati than local network station A, and 
SG. } gruntled Levy brothers to the fold q 
left hanging in the air when the 2 ¢ h : 
board failed to act on WCAU ap- O7 ; i n B. Ever one of these units 
plication for membership, but more 136.8% more than local network statio y 
; than a dozen other stations through- 
A ®ut the country were added to the ‘ ° . . . 
n = _ > > 7 
- | roster of dues-payers. Recruits are represents a voluntary choice by an advertiser who decided in his own 
KEX, Portland, Ore.; WPAX, 
be | Thomasville, Ga.; WSAZ, Hunting- io os 
1 - Ye UW. Va; WaGN, Birmingham, mind—without restrictions—what to buy and where to buy it. 
Ala; KLS, Oakland, Calif.; KYSN, { 
Mankato, Minn.; WJVY, Gadsden, : 
Ala.; WGPC, Albany, Ga.; WMEX, ; 
Boston; WMSD Sheffield, Ala.; i 
irs- i WKAT, Miami Beach; KLRA, Little ; . 4 
— Tie ee oe And in the food field, which is even more significant because compe- 
iter Failure to dispose of the WCAU ¢ bh 
, bid was due to circumstances, not . - ° . ’ _ ‘ . 
owe : rce “ — er enny of the 
eh to opposition in the Levys’ peace tit10n _=IS fierce — margin of profit 1S small and every P y 
gesture. While there has been con- 
troversy over the Philadelphians’ a 2. ° , Ps G 
Original attempt to heal the two- advertising dollar must bring results, we find W SAT is Carrying 10% 
rer’s year-old breach, boardites predicted 
een the application will be unanimously 


approved at the next session. Skids 


; ‘ ’ AL SPOT quarter-hour units than the 
well | have been greased by agreement to more LOCAL and NATI ION q 


} 

| es up without any strings se 

ache é sole reason given for 7 . ; 

a not nt Sy Fi poll ny a that Mark other two network stations combined. 
; Ethridge, who has been the peace- ’ 

| Maker, had to catch a plane for 
i Louisville, where his child was sud- 
i denly taken seriously ill, before this 


piece of business came up. 
Bureau of Copyright worry was 
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Rececsccesecceeececeeceeeeans ‘RADIO SETS FOR FREE 
THE RED TAPE F.C. C’s WASHINGTON DOCKET 10 REMOTE REDSKINS 


GETS THICKER FHPFFE++EE+HOHSS FFF SOS +ooe PEFEFEEEFEFEFEHEEEEEES | sia ‘ 
shington, May 2 


New Mexico: Western Broadcasters, Inc., Clovis, granted T1t o - eee, es 
MAJOR DECISIONS voluntary transfer of control from present stockholders to U plift program for Indias Vil- 
. ; | lagers ist 


SHFFEEFSSHSESESEEEES $4 























Charles C. Alsup. oot would involve gratis dis rie 
sahington, May 2. _,Feanaglvania: EDEA, (Westinghouse), mttgburgh.,appu:|bution by government authorities of 
. ; : inois: en-share transfer of wr on Rockford, from cation for 9 ke wi 500 ithdr: at applicant’s re-) 44; "pt 
Washington, May 3. I Rar ig ahi ‘a: tha "are | Soe ROK. Ro Newspapers guest, without prejudice; W3XPF, Farnsworth Television Inc.,, | radio receivers, ~~ 
; loyd C. I a sae woe hited nid A ee of Pennsylvania, Springfield, granted changes in band of | Scheme to spread Civilization in 
Red tape enmeshing broadcsaters | Inc., received Commish approval when it was proved that : : : ; nes f . cera k> teagis | i In 
4 } | operation of the station would continue on the same basis pte gay ese y or te a snare » WFIT ett 4g \/ o? a ve |the more remote areas calls for pu 

adil sahii , : , c > : t ese] Transmitter. whit perates o h 50¢ mitter from <w to 250 watts; “Il., Philadetphia, granted) . : : : 
was highlighted last W eek waen seals pre } a . 7 agg _— p wit baie dep “ ; é ty hs sbeadine : exten on of spec ial tempor arv author ty to operate on 5690 ke | chase of sets for inhabitants of mANiI 
. e r ‘ watts nights, kW iys, is ow nes by the proposes “tga . = ited Pt dead e: gage | 5 os 
Senator Arthur Capper of Kansas |... crores, with Thomas, president and general manager with 1 kw nights, from May 1 to May 31, pending action on |hinterland centers of population 
al i ‘ eC. . ‘ . £ . ‘ € “an ‘ 4 ? 


; - | holding } ince o pow though : inori ke license application to cover construction permit for this au- 22 
had to file five separate applications | h ‘ sag % the heh wosld oat ower att inv Nips hindi epee costing about $22,000. 


’ | 
before being allowed to carry out) Inc, publisher of two local rags, in control, with Republican PE ety 
‘ 4 Company of Rockford, a corporation of which Ruth Hanna | Dr. Leon Levy, we Al . Philadel. 
plan of simplifying operation and | areco: tinh te snesidant. dinaet De ae att , } 
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ick ra majority stock- phia prez, named chairman of the 
. = TT ere " ylder yidir 1 of e pub 1ing comp v's stock ive - KVO Tu n ylun ry rans of ) »} rf . . > . 
bookkeeping for his scattered radio oats ti tke Oe en core a Bice OO . Ariz me ; é bs A. nta t iaatey ot i Radio Committee for the Sta ne 
and newspaper interests f a denial Horace L. I t ind E. D. Jo ton S be : 1 & Co., to KTAR Broadcasting Co Pennsylvania for National A Via 
In concentrating owne! hip to | Pf nl ped : “ ‘ ADI bd ee tesa , Georgia: Radio ser ¥ e Co ~ ' Brunsy new ast n | Week, to be held May 15 to 21 
" r ¢ . ° ’ 4 4 wv . 7 ° u ’ > ) ulead ¢ Leo h Will LU wa 5 nis 4 os >) Wa 
lighten the tax load, the Mid-West | to 1 kw nights. 5 kw da vas authorized for WFBR, Balt Meee — 
s solon had to submit distinct sets of B ld rf caused | WEBR Louisiana: KTRS, Shreveport, change frequency from 14 
papers for four transmitters licensed | , Pec eat: pint tenis ee ee ae t , bo lay power from 2 to w, install new eq 
in the name of a single subsidiary. | Service to the « f Baltimore, at present hampered WJBW, Charles C, Carlson, New Orlea r > ing 
Asked in each instance for authority | Dolse tev bi imp Bend te picheatde rg cco ot . : tel ee pple ” 
t +c " " a =] ’ y Y 1 | 4 l i e¢ i at I 4 ] t , ’ t Z watts 
to shift 196 shares of common stock | gystem for all-time operation ” @bde: Cuyahoga Valley Broadcasting Co.. Warre ——e 
in Topeka Broadcasting Association William lL. Marbury, Jr.. Louis G. C Iwell ‘R ed T. R i tion to be operated on 1200 ke with 100 watts 
; . = rare Willian Stanley and J. Edward Burroughs, Jr., represente¢ *e ia: WAZI leto change - .P _ : 
—which holds tickets for W9XYC,| WER, CA eS ‘ eee De = a Le ate =. Be time of operation 
» - . rae. ) Sil ing l i hi he 
W9XYB, W9XYA and WIBW, all in| Mississippi: Tocal station for Jackson okayed after a 
Topeka—from Marco Morrow, trus- | Surve Y shows 1 that - ple economi — ex ey in the NEW APPLICATIONS 
+ 2 nts 7 np | city for the propose transmitter in¢ an existing sta ! 
tee, to Capper Publications, Inc. | wIDX. Programs of the 100 watts night, 250 watts day 
Also wants to transfer stock in| transmitter, which will operate on 1420 ke, would be loca Aehamens: HiRA. Littic hi shines bau trek t be Radi» Originator 
a 4 a - . ar in character i ar! ointed out while WJDX s a chain rie_hhts 4 , 4 s t 7 mes 
KCKN Broadcasting Co. to the par- ciate wane % ae, than 664 ich etc ae n : * aw lay > 5 Kw ail t ne ? ONE MAN SHOW 
|} affiil , l ig I pak : ilifornia: KE VD, Los Angeles, change hours of onera yn TWO \ = = 
ent corporation, | Throwing out squawks of WJDX and WJEF, Kosciusko im. Hentted to unlimited, Geine §66 watts a a a naeer Oe we OICE SAM AND HENRY 
_ an | Con h ruled that the applicar Siandard Life Insurance Delaware: WDE L WwW woh payee tli whet raha Mich aa ihe MASTER OF CEREMONIES 
—__—_— - pee fee, Res (ib Gaal an: | 1 of $190.000, was arenes da site tee hatte Di geal eae cola ent, and RAIN NO MO’ VERSE CONTESI 
; te ¢ nna, Increase power from 260 watts nights, 600 watts VARIETY HOUK 
we < l to > etry ; i eT! e n pro I i ri ) 0 watt y £ re 1 WW e COMML NITY SING 
WCAU Uses KYW Spot Appl nt is a ¢< pora n wuthor to engage 1 4116 Kansas: WIBW, Topeka, autho y to transfer ntro f 
insurance business and to handle a radio station poration from Marco Morrow, trustee for Capper Publicatio Address: 4351 N. Paulina St., Chicago 
Philadelphia, May 3. | John W. Guider and Karl A. Smith appeared for Standard 44 Gapper Publications, Inc., 196 shares common sto KCKN 
oe : : Life. The KCKN Broad 1g Co., Kansas autho s 
KYW moved Saturday (30) from a| “New York: (1) Daytime station, to be owned by the Gan- gan contro) of seen ried pe By spe ella hal apap pag ated ee 
floor in the WCAU building, which | nett newspaper chain, received Commish Seley ine tgtodlbo locate Jications, Inc., 95 shares common; Hugh J, Powell and Stanl ——————— 
it has occupied since it came toj'" ® . he P sen a 7 A. ie a tah lag : Platz doing business as Powell and Platz, Coffeyville 
thy: a owne 4 rannett Company nc., uester LLUU { ree ta nment ense , tar) 
Philly from Chicago, to a new S1X-] qy with power of $58 watt in cerad SUA. Aek in énvoant ; '- on l orn H 18 I 7 \. X) ’ . 
° ° . ° : h af : , , : . ) i Ing 4 OCla mn C.. mpeka > tt nsfer o cot ro 
story building especially erected | assets, w i h bh ch to construct oy “* osed gs d tra ae of corporation from Marco Morrow, truates, to Capper Pub 
; mitter Anvnlicant was represented by yrace L ,hnes ane ‘ , or } e ‘ a 
for it | , : . , en is Inc., 196 shares o common stock W9NXYR rope l 
° |} Fred W Albertso1 Broadcasting A Wiatton, Tne. Tanaka. authart! as : : 
WCAU's first move following the | (2) ve funtary a signment of 1 ense of W a Sar + bodes control of corporation from Marco Morrow to Capper Pub- 
switch was to rip down the KYW | 7 e, from Smit / ¥ Mace % the I - ite grin — 1s 1 tions, Inc., 4. 18 eshates common stock WOXYA. Topeka 
\ * os rp., Was grante » permit resent owners t tur ‘ trond. ne Assoctatio gs rene rae P mae pean pte 
sign outside its offices and erect a private life Station, which is operated on 1200 k with 100 . yY a ir fe fr se isa M Ww te ( oe Pul t ’ 
. 1 , . . a 1? , , ym Ml Oo orrow, l : > apper Pub a ns, 
new neon Spz arkler noting its power: - atts, . be t * en ove! by Carl : W oese, ye I = all but ] 198 shares cammon stock 
‘5 TC ATI , ake | three o e <9 shares of common sto¢ on Se ren whe op Kentucky: VHAS a sville, Install new e pment, ho 
50,000 watts.’ WCAU will take) oa win continue the worthwhile service WNBZ has been ‘ meee! MAS, Lowevity , install new equipment hoost : 
r YW 9 . ay arg . ae az base BRS pee ; Banenni ° € i o KC, le en 1e@ fron he ourier ‘ 
KYW’s former space to enlarge its | rendering to the tub reular hospitals at Saranac x Sauraal Co. & Gus Leciacilis Sines Ce. ta the Lacie 
plant. Quarters will be provided for | - — > et ee ale ; igi Reed T. Rollo, Donal Times Co, 
me . ap : 2 | Beelar anc ercy . Russell, Jr. New York: Cornell University thac ew relav br ens \ 
news commentators, studios will be | Oklahoma: Operation of KADA, Ada, with unlimited time g,.,", Ork? Commas niversity, Tthe a, new relay bros hee t \ 
used for transcriptions and part of received the nod when it was satisfactorily proved that no 5 watts; Kingston Broadcast ne C o Dp ‘Kin rat mn on 2w day - ‘ 
the floor will be divided between | P! ‘— y Seat — ere ae see raged hes the = gah station to be operated on 1500 ke with 190 watts: WEAS., : 
. . an that KAD has been overating as a daytime station to a . Ot eee ; edd = aia f Petar se 
sales staff and engineering and the benefit of the community. Transmitter, which uses 1200 bs oe ser : ' = , ego’ dents ; - M: fe r iz 1 : { x N of 20‘h "Tee y= a lg 
: . - ‘ t ein me Z entine 2 macy, J! ar R Noe 20: Fi 
recording departments. ke with 100 watts, showed a net worth of $22,670. Com-  yyacy, 1.000 shares common, 716 Shares preferred sto M2 ury-Fox Studios, | ; | 
- . _ mer lal 8 ipport from bet ong est busin yi en ee Pennsylvania: WEST, Easton. change hours of operation “ i 
ing for an oppertunity to broadcast nights wouk ye a ired, from simultaneous with WKBO, Harrisburg, sharing with —— — j 


srference-free service fr the static would be limited by \ > , 1 y 
Interfere re service of the station \. ( ) imite by WKBEO nights, to unlimited: WEBO, Keystone Broadcasting 
WOAT, San Antonio, to an area within its approximate 5.8 


. ; Corp., Harrisburg, change hours of operation from unlimited 
millivolt per meter contour, Commish held, but even under days. sharing with WEST nichts. to unlimited . . 
hs: indicay "1° 34] ersons who de ( o eceive any ‘sa . . pal ag —— 
that fe in i ap 12,34 3 n : h : 4 . n > ceive ’ fs Rhode Island: WJAR fhe Outlet Co., Providence, boost 
primary nighttline servi will receive such service rom night power from 1 to 5 kw 
KADA.’ Te ° > r4 . 
Gauls al KADA was represented by Paul D. P. Spearman Texas: KERO, Lougview, change frequency from 1370 k 
c € I ‘ aad | . . > 40 k char 28 our per tio re ( 1 1 ~ 
Wisconsin: Authority to transfer control of WKBI, plus nited, inst Bee + Bs + nis = 7 a at : nea he to | CH ARI IE 
resents a license renewal for the Ia Crosse transmitter, was oliayed : ‘ ransim tte rand directional antenna for A Lt is 4 


t 

l 

night use, boost power from 250 watts to 1 kw: Radio FE 
Pp: 
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a. oe eb at tt cot a 












































































































by the Commission Arising out of a complicated deal, which ite! 
: at ciara 2 ; , a ye 2 3, Inc., Victoria, new station to be operated on 1310 ke 18 Ald 
a one time was questioned as a possible violatt n 0 the 1 100 watts nights, 250 watts days. . BARNET 
Communications Act, control of the transmitter will pass Utah: Timpanogos Broadcasting ( Prov new te} 1 
ro - I allaw i rry hl ‘all ray, orig t : - an sicticty she ee dois rove, ew sta mm to } H nS 
re lh of o> - it on 'f aa bey) aueaiien, \ rant * be 6 erated on 1210 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days And His Orch stra 1 
with Dahl “in 1930. J “pi "head en ace plac 4 Satiawo Virginia: Suffolk Broadcasting Corp., Suffolk, new station Picked to Play ‘ 
l i I i iter f eements ie e¢ | V \ tes ha Der te, , nY a at TY, oP ; . . é 7 - 
Pie kholdings in the hands of Otto M. Schlabach, now presi- ee »perated on 1200 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts PLEASURE BEACH PARK 
dent and general manager of the applicant company, who BRIDGEPORT, CONN, 
disposed of his holdings to Dahl and several interested local b] MAY 22 ( 
interests, with the exception of a few qualifying shares. | panty — 
Reason why no mention was made to the Commission con- : EXCLUSIVE MANAGEMENT 
cerning the contract between Schlabach (in behalf of Dahl) owa: Juice-jump for KSO, Des Moines, was recommended 
and Callaway, in which the latter transferred his stock in- by Examiner Robert L. Irwin, Extension of service to rural | CON SOLIDATFED 
terests to the former, was unawareness of Commish regula- listeners, Who depend upon the station for the National Farm | pfapthe bk Bed Rahal ce she ] 
tions, according to applicant's testimony. Also did not con- and Hlome hour and other agricultural programs, was basis | ° , 
i sider it necessary to report the arrangement because the of the appeal to change from 600 watts nights, 2% ke days, | t 
entire transaction occurred between persons entirely within to 1 kw nights, 5 kw days. Much greater area could be « 
CBS Network the corporation. , serviced with the additional power, Irwin pointed out. Station, | C 
Fridays, 8:30-9:00 P.M., DST Operation of station has definitely improved since Schla- wW hich proposes to spend $9,600 on the necessary changes, is | ‘ 
bach took charge, Commish pointed out, and many new owned by lowa Broadcasting Co., licensee of two other Iowa 
ad features wero added to the regular service which supplies transmitters, KSO and KRNT. George 8S. Smith appeared | t 
F t 2 the La Crosse area its only primary broadcast service. ‘Lack for the applicant. | | P 
eaturing of bad faith’ was indicated by Schlabach in the transaction, _ Oregon; Change of frequency and operation during night- 
JOAN EDWARDS F.C.C. ruled in forgiving the transgression, and ‘publie did tims hours was recommended to the Commish by Examiner ] 2 
™ not suffer adverse effects by virtue of the aforementioned Melvin H. Dalberg for KAST, Astoria. Station, operated by i t 
4 MODERNAIRES violation.’ the Asteria Broadcasting Co., requested switch from 1319 to ] é 
’ Station, operated on 1389 ke with 1 kw, was represented 1200 ke, with operation with 100 watts nights and 250 watts 
Guest Artist May 6th by Clarence C, Dill and James W. Gum, days, instead of present 100 wait daytime operation, } t 
, Approval of the application would furnish assistance to he- | t 
WALTER GROSS tween 2,000 and 3,000 fishermen at the mouth of the Colum- C 
bia River who, during the salmon season, depend upon radivs THE RHYMING MINSTREL 
: installed in. their boats, Dalberg pointed out. Nighttime op- ° Pa) ’ i 5 
Li All Paul Whiteman California: General Radio Service, Fresno, granted new gen- eration also would benefit individuals who work in logging ge ny i 
4 Engagements Booked eral experimenial station to be used for research purposes camps and on farms and who do not have an opportunity to WE 7 ey , 3 
; ; 3 fe Ricki : : , By : VEDNESDAY and FRIDAY C 
only, to be operated on 31600, 35600, 58600 and 41000 ke, with listen to daytime broadcasts, Only secondary service exisis : " 
EXCLUSIVELY 500 watts. in the area and ‘substantial need’ has been shown for the Mutual Broadcasting System | ] 
Illinois: Mutual troadcasting System, Inec., Chicago, suggested changes, FOR i D 
b granted modification of permit to exchange programs wiih louis G. Caldwell, Donald GC, Beelar and James JT. Hope 
° y CKLW, stations owned and operated by the Canadian Broad- appeared in behalf of KAST B Osc 0 . 
Artists Management casting Corp., and stations licensed by the Canadian Min- Puerto Rico: Dismissal with prejudice should be meted ont 2 
SOMITE on is ESRI Months Serle gat. ister of Transport: (1) To eliminate from the terms of the to WNETL, San Juan, on its application for change of fre- t 
grant the method by which programs are routed; (2) to strike quency from 1290 to 590 ke, Chief Examiner Davis G. Arnold | 
from the grant provisions with respect to the exchange of teld the Commish, is 
\T te asst programs between this country and Canada; and (3) to au- Juan Piza, owner of WNETF. and prominent Puerto Rican | I 
- 7 “ thorize transmission of programs to stations licensed by the broadcaster, failed to offer evidence in support of his request. Ss 
Ww VW._.C Canadian Minister of Transport, in addition to those Canadian at a hearing called last March, Arnold explained, and motion t 
PA 1-1888 stations to which applicant now transmits such programs un- for dismissal without prejudice offered by WNET was opposed 
ez. der its present authorization. : by counsel for the Commish and for United Theatres, Inc., 
Minnesota: KFAM, he imes Publishing Co., St. Cloud, respondent, | r 
granted day power boost from 100 to 200 watts. Piza was represented by Elmer W. Pratt. Now with the 
—_— --- ~ - a Nation's Station | \ 
| 
r ' 
a ee, ee ee ee — informal schedule for the WI W r 
| % W hi p | annual Easter egg rolling at the | f 
| | ASHINSTOR BUZZ | white rouse. | CINCINNATI ! 
| ] , P | 
beatnik eihatadiadediidcatat With the President due at the The Musical Camera N 
| ball park at 2:45 to open the 1938) eae Maine 0 
| Washington, May 3. | season, Dennis got word at 2:15 that | aire ‘ ‘ 
: | th “hi mm tree . “e 5 P.M. ES 
| Union curse on Powel Crosley, Jr.| the Chief Exec was on his way out | “os ‘ 
| ° ° , H . ar 
B JANE WEST | was at least partially lifted last week to voice annual greeting to the kids 
; . : : te ‘ : , . = 
y | when the American Federation of| Who take part in the traditional } 
| Labor used WLW to ballyhoo the|SPring celebration. He immediately ty 
’ ° os | os $ on ant oe : . i T ’ 
NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR | union label and industrial exhibi-| began inspired adlibbing the intro- Sioned with NBC! i f 
° ° . ° ° | 4 " . - ‘ 
tion in Cincinnati. | duction of the President, whose re- = ' 
ive es . ; 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE Two years ago the A. F. of L,| Marks were to be waxed for re- 31¢ 4 
was yapping to the FCC about Cros-| broadcasting in the evening. For a 
ley’s alleged anti-labor policies and; full 15 minutes, he gabbed along 
UGHTER ARS ano +4 EART-THROBS 6 idol en pe e es s 
[A a: s | views, demanding revocation of the | Wondering when the big boss would Rhythm School of the Air 
. ’ . ol yic 2aYr: . > 
P ted by | S 99 “4/100 °/o pure | Station’s experimental ticket to use| Maxe his appearance. As he be- Pupils of the Class 
resented oy Ivory 20aPp , P | Super-power as punishment for not| 84 running out of ideas, words, and | vary wettugh—Ptatinum-voteed Pret! 
| being friendly to unions. About-| breath, CBS headquarters told him ? eo a bhp sano ng 
» ri : 9:48 ueille an int ombination « ‘ 
face occurred when WLW carried| t® sign off. At 2:45 the Prez again JIMMY RICH—Nursery Rhyme King 7 
4 LISTEN TWICE DAILY a transcribed talk by President; WaS reported on the way out, so ff Yi)7 fink, Sisters and Bnyine, sy ivi Qe . 
' NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M. DST f William Green Friday (29). Dennis began all over again. He o u 
IN CBS - WABC— 2:15 to 2:30 P.M. DST § — impromptued for another five min- School Starts May 12th ri 
' ' ee COAST TO COAST Joke was on Lloyd Dennis, local| utes before F. D. R. showed up. WJZ BLUE NETWORK 
- : Dir. COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY CBS announcer, a couple of weeks | And then the Prez said exactly 8:30 P. M.. D.S.T ; S 
TT MGT., ED WOLF—RKO BLDG, NEW YORK CITY ago when President Roosevelt dis-! five words | : 2 Mi, U.0.F. | B 
oh i 
oe 
: : 
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Songs Scarce for Phonographers 





to both film scores and Tin Pan 
have dropped about 50% 
lancers with but an exception 


solid clickeroos, 


Dwarfs.’ 


same period. 
solely among the writers, and not 





Recording companies report that they are beginning to feel what 
they describe as a scarcity of good song material, with this applying 


since the first of the year, while the free- 
or two 
What has proved their major mainstay during the 
past several months is the score 


Thing that has the recorders particularly puzzled is the high rate 
of egg-laying that the Alley has been able to maintain during this 
The phonograph disc men think that the apathy resides 


Alley. Picture sources, they say 


have failed to produce any 


of ‘Snow White and the Seven 


the public, 








NAPA’s Coin Op Drive; Wurlitzer’s 
Capehart Reports Biz Booming 


Philadelphia, May < 

Field force of 25 agents has been 
organized here by National Associa- 
tion of Performing Artists to begin 
what will eventually be coverage of 
entire United States to sign up radio 


stations and operators of coin phono- | 


graph machines for use of discs. It is 
claimed there are from 300,000 to 


450,000 such machines on the market. | 


Herbert Speiser, NAPA counsel, in 
announcing formation of the flying 
squadron of checker-uppers, declared 
he was ready to back up their work 
with legal battles. ‘Wherever we run 
into difficulty well immediately 
start a court suit to establish our 
rights,’ he said. 

NAPA campaign, however, caused 
little perturbance among operators of 
coin phonos in this area. 
their trade organization stated, ‘We 
don’t give a darn what NAPA does. 


licenses from them and that’s enough 


+ 
3 


Exec of | 





‘LARRY CROSBY V.P. 
OF PUBLISHER MERGER 


| Reorganization of the Santly-Joy- 
Bing Crosby music interests 
completed last Friday (29). 
Bros.-Joy, Inc., and Select 
Publications, Inec., were merged as 
Santly-Joy-Select, Inc., and Larry 
Crosby, Bing’s brother, became vice- 
president of the new setup. Lester 


was 


Music 


Santly was elected president and 
Georgie Joy, treasurer, Latter two 
personally bought out the interest 
which Rockwell-O’Keefe, Inc., had 


held in SB-J. 

Bernard L. Miller acted as attorney 
for all the parties concerned in the 
| negotiations and reorganization. 


If they’re looking for a fight ov er | ee ee 
royalties let them start it with the| 
record manufacturers. We get our f R PF | 1) F 1 A y 


for us.’ 

Speiser’s threats of lawsuits also 
failed to disturb the coin machine 
men. ‘Let "em sue,’ is their attitude. 
‘We can get just as good lawyers as 
they can, and we'll have the backing 
of the recording companies,’ 


No Wurlitzer Shutdown 

Homer E. Capehart, v.p. of the 
Rudolph Wurlitzer Co., avers that 
there are no more than 175,000 coin- 
operating phonographs in the field, 
despite Tin Pan Alley’s belief that 
they run up to a half million or 
thereabouts. Of these, Wurlitzer has 
sbout 75° on the market. There 
are under 170,000 liquor licenses in 
the U. S. and since the selling of 
drinks is almost synonymous with 
the mechanical talking machines, 


that gives an idea. Few  soft- 
drinkeries have the machines in- 
stalled. 


Capehart adds that save for a two- 
day shutdown March 31 for physical 
inventory of the Wurlitzer plant at 


N. Tonawanda, N. Y., the plant is | 
open and booming and business is | 


25°, ahead of the comparable quar- 


ter in 1937, He adds that the com- | 
1,200 | 


pany’s average payroll of 
people is of boom proportions, de- 
Spite the recession marked in other 
business spheres. 

Capehart, who pioneered the auto- 
Matic phonograph bearing his name 
~—although now out of the Fort 
Wayne factory — states Wurlitzer 
Maintains cordial relations with the 
American Society of 
Authors and Publishers and_ the 
Music Publishers Protective Ass'n, 
On the copyright royalty arrange- 
ments for disks, and can't see how 
the NAPA, having no control of the 
Copyrights of the waxed tunes, can 
interpose itself in the coin business. 
However, it's no concern of the 

urlitzer outfit which merely manu- 
factures the machines and sells them 
to local licensees who do their own 
distribution. 


Becker’s Song Suit 
Hollywood, May 3. 

Paramount, Ralph Rainger, song- 
Writer, and 50 John Does are named 
i a federal court action by Sam- 
uel Becker, tunesmith, alleging copy- 
"ight infringement. 

Charges his ditty, ‘My Boy. was 
Used by the studio in two pictues. 
€cker asks an accounting. 


Composers, | 


“PROTESTED BY 
GILBERT 


Trial of the action brought against 
' Electrical Research Products, Inc., by 
John G. Paine as agent and trustee 
for a group of standard music pub- 
| lishers was postponed until June 6. 
| The case was slated to come up last 
|Thursday (28) but Federal Judge 
| John Knox agreed to the new date 
when H. H. Breland, attorney for 


| Erpi, explained that he had to go to’ 


| Alaska. Francis Gilbert, lawyer for 
| the suing publishers, strenuously op- 
posed the adjournment. Julian T. 
|Abeles is the special copyright 
counsel for Erpi in this suit. 


Suit involves around $149,948 in 
|back claims and stems from _ the 
agreement which made Erpi the 
main licensee of synchronization 
musie for American-produced pic- | 
jtures. Almost all major film pro- 


|ducers have allied themselves with | 


| ERPI in defending the suit since the 
|latter proposes to allocate the court's 
| judgment, if any, among its sub- 
| licensees. 

| Publishers concerned want Erpi to 
pay them for works synchronized in 
this country but exhibited in Europe 
regardless of whether these works 
are protected by copyright in the 
foreign spots cited. 

United Artists joined Metro 
20:h-Fox. Columbia and Universal in 
being represented by coun- 
sel Abeles for Erpi. The 
claimed balance on 
copyright licensing deal 


has 


defense 
$149,948 


is a $1.300.000 


Reich’s Song Series 


Vienna, Apri! 26 


Heinz Sandauer, chief orchestra 
leader of the now-called Reich 
Sending Station, Vienna, has com- 
posed a series of new songs. 

Batoner will go to Berlin and 
other German Reichs Sending Sta- 
tions throughout the summer season 
to give radio and public guest con- 


j certs. 


—— = 
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NEW DIVIDEND TRY 


. 





Smaller Publishers Resort to 


Sarcasm — See Political 


— Second Committee 
Within Year Set 


BUCK PICKS ’EM 


For the second time within the pe- 


riod of a year a special committee 
will undertake to find ways and 
means of improving the royalty 


divvy system for the publisher fac- 
tion in the American Society of Com- 
Authors and Publishers. De- 
cision to try the special committee 
again occurred at a general publish- 
ers meeting last Thursday night (28) 
in the Society’s board room after the 


yoOsers, 





Santly | 


pubs had engaged in some _ four 
hours’ of spirited oratory, which was 


studded frequently by bitter recrimi- | 


nations and personalities. Task of 
selecting the committee of seven was 
left to Gene Buck, ASCAP prez. 
Afier the publishers had 
dened themselves of their 
points of resentment against the cur- 


unbur- 


rent methods of classifying them, it | 
| 


was suggested that the membership 


indicate that, despite this feeling of | 


dissension, the common 


front | 


within the organization was as firm | 
as ever by adopting a vote of con- | 


fidence in the ASCAP 
rectors and officers. 
unanimously approved. 


Proposal was 


board of di- |} 


Moderates present agreed that sys- | 


tem of royalty allocation now in ef- 
fect might have been the best fruits 
of the ASCAP directorial minds of 
two years ago, but lots of faults in 
the system have since made them- 
selves evident and it was time that 
something was done to remedy them. 
Even Louis Bernstein, ASCAP v.p., 
and head of Shapiro, Bernstein & C»., 
who has advocated going back to the 
old system, declared that he had} 
come to the meeting with an open 
mind and that he had neither a plan | 
nor a proposal. He added that he 
felt that it was incumbent upon the 
board to lay before the membership | 
‘the complaints that have been piling | 
up and let it suggest a solution for} 
|} the abuses that the system has ac- 
cumulated. 
Spade-Calling 
Session turned hectic when Lou | 
Diamond, of Famous Music Corp., as- 
serted that he favored calling a| 
spade a spade as regards the prac- 
tices certain firms were engaging in 
while piling up performance ratings. 
Diamond said that even though 
numerous publishers were doing all 
sorts of devious things in getting 
plugs his firm wa. conducting itself 
ethically. As far as sticking to the 
straight and narrow path was con- 
cerned, his firm, said Diamond, was 
the ‘Tiffany of the music business.’ 
Harold Flammer, head of the firm 
of the same name, assailed the board 
and the availability committee for 
their arbitrary ways of doing things 





(Continued on page 48) 


AUSTRIAN STATUS 


Reidinger and Beran Head Society— 
Report Herzmansky in Jail 





Austrian performing rights society 
is now headed by two of its old di- 
rectors, Dr. Frederick Reidinger and 
Dr. Otto Beran, the American Society 
of Compose! Authors Publish- 
ers has been notified Ad- 
vices from Vienna were the first re- 
ceived by the American affiliate 
nee the German Nazis took ove! 
Austria and cabled ASCAP to with- 
hold all financial relations 
were given. 
It is understood that Dr. Bernhard 
Herzmansky, who was formerly head 
of the Austrian society, is now In 
jail, due to his connection 
now suppressed Legitimist Party. 
Hans Geiringer, its secretary, 
Paris. was fired 48. hours after the 


: oe 
anschiuss, 


and 
officially 


until new 


instruction 


vith the 


now in 


ithe event. 


f ANK-SPEAKING Jack Bregman Resigns as Feist 
NT LAST MEET GM. to Go Into Biz on His Own 


With Chester Cohn; After 25 Yrs. 
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Clique Always the Same JOHN MAGRO’S OWN 


PUBLISHING FIRM 


John Magro, advertising and pub- 
licity director of G. Schirmer, Inc. 
is resigning from that post May 15 to 
form his own firm, Variety Music 
Publishers, Inc. Firm will later pub- 


lish standard music for schools and 
bands 

First publications will be two 
songs by Norman Ellis, who au- 
thored ‘Carelessly.’ Titles are ‘Let 
Me Love Again’ and ‘Starlight 
Dreams.’ Ellis will be arranger for 


firm and in 
department. He 
‘Instrumentation 
radio and dance 


popular music for the 
charge of editorial 
is the author of 
and Arranging,’ for 
orchestra. 


PLUGGERS GET 
973.000 VIA 
BENEFIT 


respective | 


Professional Music Men, Inc., real- 
ized around $23,000 from the benefit 
performance the organization staged 
at the Alvin theatre, N. Y., Sunday 
(1) end from sources incidental to 
Box office take was ap- 
proximately $3,500, or $500 less than 
the figure reached last year. 

Official program brought $18,000, 
according to the estimate of Irving 
Tanz, PMM treasurer, while the 
American Society of Composers, 


| Authors and Publishers contributed | 


$1,000. George M. Cohan, who was | 
unable to appear on the show, sent | 
a check for $250. 


es «a 


Strike Threat in L. A. 
As FTP Drops Musikers 


Los Angeles, May 3. 
Dismissal of two Federat Theatre 
Project musicians for insubordina- | 
tion brought threats of strike last 
week. Two pit men at the Mavan 
theatre caused the rupture when 
they refused to return to the job be- 


fore a 15-minute rest period had 
been consumed, Discharge was pro- 
tested by group of 200 union mem- 


bers. who demanded their immediate 


‘reinstatement 


President Jack B. Tennev of the 
musicians local deferred action until 
an investigation is completed. 


Trianon on 4-Day Sked 


Chicago, May 3 
Andrew Karzas is cutting down the 
southside ballroom, to a 
schedule, opening only on 
Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sun- 
day. This replaces the former six- 
schedule which has held for both 
Aragon 

slicing the 
and week-end 
65c-90¢ 


Trianon, 
four-day 


day 
the Trianon and 

Also 
40c-65¢ 


from 
65c-90ce from 


week-end 75c- 


admission 


previous 


$1.10, 


and 


Kemp at Pimlico Ball 
Baltimore, May 3 
been engaged for 
Ball, civic doings 
Fifth Regiment Arm- 
running of historic 
race at Pimlico, May 14. 

Bob lula, local maestro, will s 
chores, utilizing esugmented 
of 25 


Hal Hen p ha 
the Preakness 


lated for the 


ory. following 


combo 


| the 


Jack Bregman and Chester Cohn 
will combine into the music publish- 
business on their own. Bregman 


resigned yesterday (Tuesday) effect- 
ive May 14, as v.p. and general man- 
ager of Leo Feist; Inc., and his other 


officerships in Robbins Music Cory 
and Miller Music, Inc. He was as- 
sociated with Jack Robbins for 25 
years, both individually developing 
and expanding their holdings, cli- 
maxing with the Metro buy-up of 
51° control from whence stemmed 
Metro-Robbins’ other important deals 
that led to Feist, Miller and film 
company deals with 20th Century- 
Fox and Universal, besides M-G 
Chester Cohn, professional man- 
ager of Feist, resigned a fortnight 
ago. His contract, running until Oc- 
tober next, was settled for $3,000. or 
about 35% of face value. He, with 


Bregman, have been reported nurs- 
ing the idea of publishing on their 
own for some time. 

Trade grapevine in Tin Pan Alley 
of late has linked them with a pos- 
sible acquisition of the Donaldson- 
Douglas & Gumble firm, wherein 
also mentioned the possibility of 
Louis Bernstein (Shapiro-Bernstein ) 
making a tie-in, as silent partner. 
Still another report links Rocco Voc- 
co as possibly joining although the 
laiter, as general professional direc- 
tor of the Warner Bros. music hold- 
ings, is next in importance with WB 
to Edwin H. (Buddy) Morris. 

Among the trade gossip i: 
sible deal involving Miack Gordon 
and Harry Revel whose contract 
with 20th-Fox expires in July. Both 
are known partial to Vocco and to 
Bregman, and they may sign with 
the new combine, involving one or 
the other, or both. 





Herman Starr, John Clark 
On Board of Associated 


As Warners Take Over 


Warner Bros. formally took over 
stock control and operation of 
Associated Music Publishers, Ine., 
last week. Transfer includes the 
wired radio service, Muzak, Inc., and 
Associated’s program library service 
and commercial transcription activi- 


| ties. 


John L. Clark, president of Trans- 


|american Broadcasting & Television 


Corp., and Herman Starr, a Warner 
v.p., were elected members of the 
AMP’s board of directors. Waddill 
Catchings is the chairman of this 
board, 


Decca Signs Breen, Tomlin 
And Renews Bing Crosby 


Jack Kapp, prez of Decca, just 
back from a month's recording trip 


, to Hollywood, also recaptured Bobby 


Breen for his company after the boy 
soprano had vamped to Victor, Pinky 


Tomlin, last on Brunswick, is also 
back on the Decca label. 
Kapp gave Bing Crosby a new 


five-year deal, tearing up a previous 
two-year contract. 


Secunda Is Satisfied 


Mev 3 


drops for 


Philadelphia, 
weepy 
because he sold his 


Shed no more 
Sholom Secunda 


rights to ‘Bei Mir Bist Du Schoen’ 
for $15, author pleaded here this 
week. 

‘The tune made me famous and 
opened the door for | thins for 
me, he declared. ‘It was the most 
profitable thing I’ve ever written. 
While music publishe: ised to slam 
the door on me. now they ask me te 

rite for them.’ 

Secunda, who is wanding pit band 

Brothers Ashkenazi’ at the Wal- 
nut here nas cleffed thres lines 
ice ‘Bei Mir.’ 
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MUSIC-DANSAPATION 


Wednesday, May 4, 1938 











On the Upbeat 


iaireteccrenetteeeseerevncnenereenemeeaseensennas 

Jay Mills’ crew booked for sum- 
mec at Troutdale-in-the-Pines, Ever- 
green, Colo., by Gus Edwards trom 


Goes in June l, 

and Zag stroll at the Vendome 
ansville, Ind, for indef stay 
on May 30. Quit the Powers hotel. 
Rochester, N. Y., for date. Russells, 
also cocktailers, hit Grier Lincoln 
hotel, Danville, Ind., 


Chicago 


Zig 
hotel, Ev 


this week for a 
S2s510n 

Leizghten Noble’s 
in2s a week over 
band opens at the 
May 6. 


will get five air 
CBS when th 
Palace hotel 


£iisco 


Chester Smith’s KFRC group Its 
no heard on Mutual net in spots 
formerly filled by resigned Carleton 


Lee Myles relpaced Jerry Blaine 
at. the Cocoanut Grove, Park Cenral 
hotel, N. Y., Monday (2). 


piaying at 
for sum- 


Jimmie Joseph’s crew 
Marcel’s, Flushing, N. Y., 
liiel 


stays at Cocoanut 


for 


Herbie 
Grove, 
nrouth, 


Kay 
Los Angeles, 


anothel 


icmentics 
organized 

at Rose- 
April 


Phil Napoleon’s newly 
band opened its first date 
land ballroom, Brooktyn, N. Y., 
30. Airs on WHN, N.Y. 

Buddy Roger. into the Los Angeles 
Palomar when Ozzie Nelson winus 
up his four weeks’ engagement, with ' 
Tommy Dorsey set to follow Rogers 

Stan Norris takes over Clyde Mc- 
Coy’s spot at the New Eden ballroom, 
Chicago, May 9. Spot gets NBC wire 
three times weekly. 








Don McGrane set for 15 weeks at 
Powhatan Roof, Washington, D. C. by 
CRA, 


Cart Moore, Ina Ray Hutton and 
Chick Webb engaged for week stands 
at Bedford Glens, Bedford, O., May 
18, 25 and June 14, respectively. 


Ina Ray Hutton into Club Mayfair, 
Boston, May 4 for two weeks. New 











| CRA. 
Houston, Tex., June 9. Woody Her- (elicionthe 
man succeeds him on June 30 for, Yoretta Lee guests on the Leo 
, | ape -_ 
| ROK. Reisman show on NBC, May 6. 

Casa Loma and Larry Clinton Felix Knight, tenor, has signed a 
bands set for fall dates at Paramount two-year contract with NBC Artists . 
theatre, N. aa by ROK, | Service. 

| 
sega | = 

Art Shaw will keep vocalist Billie | Reggie Martin will cover Drake 
Halliday. Talk of her exit not so,| Relays in Des Moines for WSIX, 
he says. Just wants another girl | Nashville, Tenn., for Mutual Broad- 
‘ +h, 4} , >’ ata oa} — " 
with band so he'll have al.ernates. | casting. 

r _ + , ln} ? : ss 
Hal Kemp does not own half of Edwin Angelo named chief an- 
Skinnay Ennis band, as gpg. nouncer and manager of WNAD, 
stated Bo at ngs managed by Alec Oklahoma University station, 
Holden, which is only tieup. ae 
, tf A Winthrop Sherman, former pro- 
r © r > ao p> ( r - . a a ° | 

Johnny Hamp on Ses Ses N r gram director at KNOW, Austin, | 

< tel, Atlantic City, N. an * : “C 
oe ador hotel, Atlantic City, ’) Texas, now newscasting at WACO, 
a es | Waco. Replaced Clark Fulka, who 

- asi | 1 
has gone into newspaper work, 
Benny Goodman expected to break ” 


all ex! 
Shribn 
room 


sting 
1an, 
time 


Opened at A 


Mass., 


May 2. 


records 


he’s 


playing 
uditoriuin, 


ky op Charlie 
whose New England ball- 
this week. 
Vorcester, 


Four Ink Spots, exited Levaggi’s, 


Boston, 


York, 


Entery Deutseh still ill at 


April 


29 to come to 


his home 


with split between he-and Rockwell- 


O’Keet 


e refer 


-ed to his lawyers. 


New 


Chick Webb first band to be set 
for-two weeks at the Apolio theatre, 


ae 2 


Boston. 


Opens May 15 after 


Orien 


and Hipp, Baltimore, follow. 


Josef Cherniavsky 


Steeplechase’ 
has been moved to 8.30-9 p.m., 


day, 
Mutual 


Savoy 
@rators 


Erskine Hawkins will return to! widespread use of the machine was 
ballroom, N. Y., shortly. Op- |a major cause of musician unem-| 
have had over 500 letters ployment. 


for tiie week from Monday through Sunday (April 25-May 1). 
on tiie two NBC links, CBS and Mutual from 8 a. m 


sored programs. In ‘Source’ column, 


spot 


Netwo 


tal,, Chicago, June 17 
show ‘Musical 
on WLW, Cincinnati, 


rk, 


closing in 


Fri- 
and has been added to the 


| asked for the imposition of a fee four | 
the Regina city | 


| 


| $25 


| 
| 
| 
} 


requesting return. Hawkins 
Stepin Fetchit at 


Dayton O., for week starting May 13. 


| Unit is one-niting and theatring for 





Union Asked $100, 
City Passes $25 


Tax on Machines 


Regina, Sask., May 3. 
the local musicians union 





Though 


times that amount, 
council has adopted an ordinance 
compelling the annual payment of 
for slot phonograph 
used in night spots, dancehalls, 
erns and other like places of public 
patronage. 

Union had based 
the higher 


demand for 


ite 
its 


| 
and |} 
Colonial theatre, | 


machines | 
tav- | 


fee on the claim that the | 


—$<$<$—<_ = 
— 





. 
= 
= 
H 


for Labor ote 





(Continued from page 7) 
| Producers, Inc., and Kenneth Thom- 
| son, Saarulire secretary of the 
Screen Actors Guild. Thousands of 
dollars were recovered for players. 


In the two cases sent to 


tion, one was decided in favor of an 
actor and the other saw a verdict | 


|returned in favor of a major 
The decision was unanimuos in each 


instance, In the first Guinn Williams 
was awarded a verdict for $1,375 
against Metro on an overlapping 


the 
claim of 


the other 
the 


freelance contract. In 
arbitrators disallowed 
Clarence Kolb 
$3,000 salary. 
recalled for 


Player claimed he was 
added scer.es one month 


| after completing his role and white 
picture still was ir. production. Stu- 
dio admitted picture still was shoot- 


i ing, 


added scenes had 
Kolb had been re- 


but claimed 
been written after 
| leased, ’ 
Can’t Move ’Em Around 
Motion Picture Makeup ‘Artists 
| Association has placed a ban on the 
| PeSeson of stars taking their favored 


| makeup artists and hair stylists from | 


one studio to another. Order was 
issued by Vern Murdock, boss of the 
makeups and hair stylists, in turning 
down a request of Jean Arthur that 

Dot Pondell, under contract to Para- 
| mount, be permitted to accompany 
| her to Columbia, where she 
|rently appearing 
With .You. Ruling was issued fol- 
lowing a conference between Mur- 
dock, Columbia executives, and Pat 
Casey, the producers’ labor contact. 

Control of Junior Screen Actors 
Guild passed out of the hands of the 


|dress extras when Major Philip J. 
| Kieffer, president and other new of- 
ficers were installed, New prexy was 


supported by the _ riders, racial 

groups and $8.25 extras. 
Officers installed with 

'Kieffer are Harry Mayo 


Major 
and Peter 


Breakdown of Network Plugs, SAM tol AM. 


Following is an analysis of the combined plugs of current tunes on WEAF, WJZ, WABC an” WOR computed 





Grand total 
. to 1a. m. ‘Commerc 
*denotes film song, 


represents accumulc ed performances 
ials’ refers to all typ_s plugs on spon- 


+ legit tunes, and ‘pop’ speaks for iteclf. 


Penn Club, Pittsburgh, Pa., follows. Grand Commer- 
sant Title Publisher Source Total cials Vocals 
Jimmy Dorsey and Will Osborne You're An Education............+.00-. i. re ES eer re eee oe » 46 4 24 
play for VMI, Lexington, Va. June pene Baby. c Oe Ferre rr et re a Penn sas wen Pci Daa vue nen - ; 18 
: hate 2 ry, 0. SE ee eer a DR Sik ss oe hak se ee eeaveeen ( 23 
It and 13 and 14, respectively. — 4 How’'dja Like to Love Me?........... POMIGUS cicvvuses MEOTIONO DWE. ci cictccocsccs 37 6 27 
booked _Rockwel. - O’Keefe bands a : = 37 6 
; Don't Be That bee ASPET T eT eee ee co er MT Si Aieal's Gia eid. 6& aad ace wie. vk. bee ae 37 5 11 
Dorsey plays Stanley theatre, Pitts- Gooq Night, Angel............ceeeeees ipa eae pees *Radio City Revels............ 36 4 21 
burgh, Pa., week of June 30. | Something Tells Me.............0+e00% Witmark ......... WE, TVG «soa ss io cos aceecs 35 5 29 
aaine 'On the Sentimental Side.............. re ee Sa Sr err rere Te 36 4 14 

Paul Sabin starts a four week ses-' Please Be Kind............ceeecsceees "| ere re rere SPAT en ree ree rere ree 34 3 30 
sion at Syracuse hotel, Syracuse, A egarlas cer eeseceeeoseceseceenes ae or, $006 eee he ECE Lee KEELE Re ee 32 6 17 
t ew is oo rere errr err rere eerr eT eee ey errr renee REPEC Cee ere rey ee = 7 23 
Sy TOE TI oo oi ai Pnckunedbinsineacaos Miller so essee-+04 apa ng leap hepeerapetapspippeionn 31 . 18 

‘ a —_——S ‘ | Fou Count Be Cuter... ast ce cece happe Pree rT SEO OE CAGE, cc cccicicece bs ._ =a 7 12 

Jan Savitt takes his KYW, Phila- Sion Elen, Came Flos vccccessccvcces ~ eer *Right This Way............. . 30 9 21 
delphia, band into the Arcadia In- TS | EM RES Eee Teer eT CTEe ET TT eee | eee a 30 4 17 
ternational, Philly, for a month be- [ Love to Whistle..............00. sR kccccaves *Mad About Music............ . 30 8 14 
ginning May 28. Hamid’s Pier, At- I Fall in Love with You Every Day. oFamMOus .....6006 Wallets Bwind.. ..<s<.ssscccese 29 8 99 
jlantic City, N. J. fdliows on. July 30. | So Little Time. .......ccccecccccsscees Shapiro ........6. i EA ee 7 ee ear Seer eer 28 3 20 

= Ee ae Ae eer fore eee PEGTING 6 ccccccces PE ne Pee ee 23 2 13 

tal Sa at | Eth BY TACO BOE WOO. sc ce ees es CEE A vivassa dees SUIS ied, subg chao alaia as 4/8 alse 6-30 1 27 7 14 

Peon: co! e on Sat cone ag Whistle While You Work.............. Berlin §.....-+.-0-- CROW WHR. o.500 oc asccciacc 27 5 11 
r20rgia Tech, Atlanta, Ga., June 9 Sadan % tte soi. spi aa “ 

an 44. inion Sunday in the Pai eebes eeu ese aneks | er eee Pins and Needles............. 28 6 13 

, ° AL @ POCTNMG COWRIEE. 5 occ caceass «oe DOnAIGsON ....66.4 *Casa Manana Revue.......... 25 3 16 

| Little Lady Make Believe.............. eo) eer | REE RE a ar ere 23 3 20 

Henry Busse goes to the Eastwood) Always and Always.............ee-c0- We «5 ch vesense NE es oa es ae 23 5 14 
Gardens, otras, Baw Zt aiter a | This Time W'S ROA ow occ cc ve cccveecces OS rere ee |, ORI Paar ene Gi ala tae Capt 22 1 17 
month of one-niters through the mid- Moon of Manakoora............... ... Kalmar-Ruby oe re ee 22 2 10 
west. mtOD ONG MGECOMSIIOL ..6. kc ccc ecsceen Lincoln x Ieee Pe err ee errr 21 5 7 

Bieog'y Hav Rg Met Before?...... ... Robbins es ee ee eee ere 19 4 15 

ee = _ You Leave Me Breathless..............FAmoOus .:.....'s. *Coconut Grove. ......«ccce 19 5 

Eddie Varzos opens a three w eek Garden ‘in Granada.............+.... A ga M2 gaa rr eee 19 } 3 
stay at Muehlebach hotel, Kansas at Your Beck and Call............ oo eRe pETS SE eee ates eeu ct cnn can 18 3 12 
City, on May 13. He succeeds Von Girl in the Bonnet of Blue............. CPOWEOTE 6 .cceecs a SE errr rrr ry re 18 3 10 
Bestor. RP Oe OR) rrr eer eerie | eer P: eo ieee Coed ook « 18 2 10 

iontcinenen | Toy Trumpet. .......cccccececccesseees eo *Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm. 18 4 0 

Strollers, Versatillians, two weeks, ‘| ee gS Be LS | a i eer Oe ae ee ere er ere 17 0 14 
Woodruft hotel, Joliet, iL. May 7, | g hanks es ee Paramount .....- *Big Broadcast... nas 17 6 12 
and Freda Heikel’s stent Abwnlvens I See Your Face Before B60 3h ahbewe Crawford .....+-- ‘Potween the Devil........... 17 3 12 

. Se Seciee, sig WED Sete. FEO OO BOGS vos cccecessearces WOME scsi escencens *Girl of the Golden West...... 17 l 11 
Lincoln hotel, Springfield, iil, two One Son’ “TERPRUTL TERETE OTERO CE Le Le Berlin wrTrTy TT ae *Snow White Se ree ee 17 3 10 
weeks, May 7. _ ‘i's Sail to Dreamland 00nd cA cnn eseccees PERO ere 17 1 10 

—_——- ove Is Here wd Ghd G'S a ke hie dalake awe Chappell ........ *Goldwyn Follies.............. 17 7 8 

Howard Woods plays Catholic U.. ite Heart Is Tak’ g Lessons............ Select ...+....--- 5: Sr eee 17 2 8 
Washinton, D. C., May 6 and Dorney — lieht in the a. ee eee Paramount ...... *Her Jungle Love............ . 1 11 
Park, Allentown, Pa., May 7, for In the Shade of the New Apple Tree...Chapnell ....-.+-3 ‘Hooray for What. ie eke. ae 2 9 
Abner Greshler. : jt WGG EOIN ATS TIGA. cocci cicvsseesec Chappell sees anon *Goldwvn Follies... ee errr 0 9 

| Tw » Shadows Se ee ckiwadeaw eee WH IGTTIGEE 0. cc ssces PEG: OE 5 ont vce cccccees 16 2 8 

' ager : romance in the Dark...............0-. Poramount ....---*Romance in the Dark......... 16 2 8 

Carat Lofner, California band, Dipsy Doodle..............ccc eee ceeees Tineoln ee Re PPro errr. 1 2 5 
signed with ROK this week Some Day My Prince W ill Cc ome --perlin .... --*Snow White 16 2 4 

minibines | I Simply Adore You.. . Aver-Yellen rn aa Be ef ae sha aa Tae 15 l 11 

Hermann Rohrbeck band set for SISSY ....--..-. Witmark -Pop 14 ) 7 
summer season On the North German lwo Bouquets, i lc at da eect -Shaoiro , ‘ a? ela 14 0 7 
Lloyd’s Bremen, Walter Baijertz will Moments Like This............... PP OOUs ... -+-*College Swing.... 14 l 6 

lay for the Europa [ Gotta Guy... 6s. eee ee. Fish - Pon 14 9 6 
play 101 pa. Do Ye Ken John Peel” Peer errer? .Perlin - Povo 13 l 9 

commen You Went to My Head ARC . Pon 13 3 8 

Ben Pollack touring the Southwest Jezebel . Rees ae ea ee COND Ae Remick awe -+ *Tezebel 13 l 8 
in a series of one-nighters, taking More Than (A RRR eG . Miller - Pon , 13 1 3 
advantage of his time off while Joe! Just Let Me Look at You Channell Jov of Living 13 1 4 
Penner’s radio troupe is in the east. Um Glad I Waited for You Stasnv ‘ FIOM ack as ceun 12 1 9 

i Hometown . Se ate oa did ie Crawford ........-Poo i2 1 7 
It’s e 29mye I » TAS see Pr, 

Freddie Fisher and his Schnickel- 4» tee Be Mice ey - 4 Ke de P os a) + : . 
fritz band booked for a summer date | [Live the Life I Love . Wa ras-Music ‘Fiftv-Fifty 11 3 - 
at the Trianon in Seattle. lin in a Hanpv Frame of Mind. Mills - Pam .. ‘ il 3 * 

Gincnnen (vnsv in Mv Soul . Words-Music *Fifty-Fifty 10 2 9 

Glen Gray Casa Loma orchestra © and Kisses.. .Peramount ‘Her Junsle Love. ... 10 1 8 
plays Ohio State University senivt ¥ : s on ths Moon. Feist | itl of Golden West 19 ) 8 
ae : Cntusshes June 3 on 1 Lom nd ag oa Pobhbins f » 1 » 7 
Pt AL VULNS « 7 “hy Da “Yan Think | Saw Last Nieht’?. Harms. i. Meeretrrer iv 2 5 

‘. — ra ‘ae > ' Eee Se POUNG. veacacdeccunsesder Santlv-Toy th, GEE ETE 10 9 D 

Jimmy Grier into tice hotel. In the Still of the Night Chappell coi ee ne ener i9 3 3 


arbitra- | 


studio. | 


against Paramount for | 


is curs | 
‘You Can't Take It | 


Jack Grant, 
Dearborn, 
remains as 


| Du Rey, v.p.’s, 
and William 
Aubrey Blair 


secretary 
~*? 

treasurer, 

executive 


| Sec of the junior division. Latter 
|did not have to stand for reelection, 
|being employe at the will and 


pleasure of the board of directo; 5. 

Robert Montgomery, SAG 
ident; Kenneth Thomson. 
| secretary; Edward Arnold 
directors attended 
new Officers to pledge their con. 
tinued support to junior division, 
The same pledge was made by | 
Steers, retiring president, 
of himself and the old 
the junior council. 

How About Mom? 

Screen Actors Guild has asked 
attorneys to clarify appearance of 
mothers of child actors on studio 
sets. When studios ordered ban on 
| mothers, protests were lodged with 
SAG. Parents said they were willing 
for moppets to go it alone, but had 
been advised their absence could be 
interpreted as waiving the right to 
legal action in event one of the child 
actors was injured. 
| Extra placements for April w 
|approximately 16,000, a drop of 
around 5,000 in comparison with 
each of the first four months of last 
year. While figure was about the 
same as for March, officials had ex- 
pected a heavier total because of the 
large calls from Metro for ‘Marie 
Antoinette’ and other productions. 

Screen Publicists Guild has 
pointed Jack Cooper, 20th-Fox, to 
represent the organization on board 
of directors of Motion Picture Relief 
Fund. Jackson Parks and Leslie 
Mason have been named as SPG 
delegates to Studio Unemployed 
Conference. 

SPG has adopted a resolution state 
ing organization prefers to 
sent its own members 
filiation with any other 
Proviso was tacked 
however, stating it should not be- 
come effective or be submitted to 
the producers until a similar 


presi- 
executive 
and other 
first meeting of 


sarryv 


On behalf 


members of 


ere 


repres 
without af- 
organization, 
onto resolution, 


reso- 


|} lution had been adopted by all the 
| independent guilds and unions. 
Plans for reorganization of the 


Academy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences are now being mapped by a 
ways and means committee com- 
posed of W. S. Van Dyke, chairman; 
Major Nathan Levinson, Lionel Ate 
will, Frank Lloyd, Howard Esta- 
vrook, Grover Jones, Frank Capra 
and David O. Selznick. A _ report 
,probably will be submitted to the 
| Academy within the next two weeks, 


outlining in detail how revision 
| should be made. 
Tom Gannon, who recently re- 


| . 
|turned from a trip to Washington as 


|}a delegate for Motion Picture Paint- 
'ers Local 644, is working out a WPA 
'motion picture project for submis- 
sion to Washington officials. Gane 
|non claims to have secured definite 
commitment from authorities that 
| project will be set up if a satisfac- 
tory one can be drafted. Majority 
of studio crafts are opposed to idea 
unless it carries provision calling 
jfor film industry wages and work- 
|ing conditions. This position was 
stated at recent meeting of confer- 
‘ence by Cliff Mace, business repre- 
, sentative of Studio Carpenters. 

Joseph Marshall, v.p. of Studio 
Utility Employees Local 724, has es- 
| tablished international headquarters 
| for west coast in San Francisco. Boss 
|of laborers recently negotiated con- 
| tract with Associated General Con- 
|tractors calling for minimum wage 
of 8le an hour. 

Motion Picture Painters Local 644 
_will not ask to negotiate new con- 
'tract with studios until after the 
| producer-labor conferences now 
| tenatively set for last of June in New 
| York. Herbert Sorrell, business rep- 
|resentative of organization, said 
present pact which expired May 1, 
j will remain in foree until a new 
|}agreement is negotiated. 


| Serene —— 


Teagarden on Own 


Arthur Michaud plans forming 4 
| band around trombonist-singer Jac! 


Teagarden. He's currently with Paul 
Whiteman’s band, where he has been 
for years. 

He has a contract with 
which is up in the fall. 
Michaud will go to work, 
Teagarden to his roster of 
Dorsey, Bunny Berigan and 
Gene Krupa. 


Whiteman 
Aiter that 
adding 
Tommy 
last ast, 


Billy Baer’s Summer Spot 
Columbus, May 3 
Billy Baer’s orchestra returns 1? 
Bear Mountain Inn. N. Y., June 25 
for second consecutive 
Closes at Deshler 


Jure l 


summer 
Wallick Tonian 
Room about after 


run, 


five-month 
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15 Best Sheet Music Sell 
(Week ending April 30, 1938) 
oye oy 2) eae. ee, ee ieewnticnae .o..Feist 
BPG WEIGOE BE 4566c0d00ccecteses eesaeceeeas ooee Chappell 
*Heigh-Ho ..... Wey rr eer eer ere meni écesoeseerun 
ieee ee EOE, iN ce e¥e 04 ko¥0s0 0 sb aa beaed 06 sabe seems 
*Whistle While You Work .............008- sbsacsne etna 
*I Love to Whistle ....... se wekss seh vecesaeawen eee. RObbins 
*On the Sentimental Side ............ errr rer j<ses ees | 
Se PA SIE ark hae AAO SAR e SORES COadSe ORS Berlin 
ow 6. TOU Tame Wi LOVE MO? a cccccccccscccacvseevsr Famous i 
BA WUMNIENEE, od 60.6 bite os K-04 2s-0440w ee hsaseewes .. Robbins i 
Crv, Baby, Cry ne .».- Shapiro 
‘Mv Heart Is Taking Lessons. Serre ee je dea enw ene 
tAlwavys ONG FIWOVS cescscccesoce peor pete eve ieee Feist 
Sitile Tey DORM SOMES bic oc.o0 oeccacie dase nesses Ylman 
RMIT NRE ia 0 515 or ala SIEGE abcd 6. 4,0 Bw Oe OSA blk had & mies Berlin 
* Indicates filmusical song. Indicates stage production song. 
The others are pops. 











South America Opens as Booking 


Possibility for 


Market for bands 
being opened up in South America, 


New Negro 


bs) 


according to band bookers. Couple 
of buyers are shopping around New 
York looking for Dixie tooters for 
casinos, theatres, bistros, ete., and 
have bookers excited on possibilities. 

Music Corporation of America is 
hot .on the situation since it falls in 
line with building up of new Negro 
band department. Moe Gale is also 
dickering with dealers for some of 
his attractions and for what he can 
assemble hurriedly. Hal Sands sails 
Saturday (7) with Barron Lee’s all- 
colored crew for Rio de Janeiro. 
Connie McLean's band went down 
to Buenos Aires last week with Clar- 
ence Robinson's unit. 

Big bands are not wanted because 
of the transportation expense, visa 
complications and quotas. Those al- 
ready 
and less calibre. 

General impression among. the 
buyers is that in South American 
opinion Negroes are the epitome of 
jazz. Don't look to the hot Yank 
bands because of the prohibitive ex- 
pense and because they are not con- 
sidered quite up to the Negroes on 
typical American jassique. 


Burned Down Dance Hall 
For Grudge; Sentenced 
3-5 Yrs. on Arson Rap 


Hartford, May 3 
Chester Burrell, 26, of Kensington 
was sentenced last week in Superior 
court to three to five years in State 
Prison for the burning of the Circle, 
dance hall located on the Berlin 
Turnpike. Berlin, on May 22, 1937. 
Charles Zisk, 42, also of Kensington, 
Was given a year in the County Jail 

for aiding and abetting the arson. 
Both received additional sentences 
of one year for taking an automo- 
bile on the night of the arson with- 

out the permission of the owner. 
Burning was allegedly the result 
of a grudge between Burrell and 
Henry Davidson, an employee at the 
Circle, and with whom Burrell had 
been involved in an automobile acci- 
dent. Dance hall was completely 
destroved. Has not been replaced. 


Dorsey Covets That Spot 





Music Corp. of America looks to 
be in the middle of a forthcoming 
uff between its two top swing out- 
fit leaders, Benny Goodman and 
Tommy Dorsey, this fall. Both 
batoners covet the Madhattan Room 


On the Pennsylvania Hotel, N. Y. 
Roof. 

Dorsey is outspoken in his state- 
ments that he desires the booking 


énd will fight to get it. He seeks to 


Prove his contention that he draws 
#S well as the King of Swing and 
figures that Goodman's favorite 
‘land is the best place for it. Good- 
man on the other hand will battle 
'o keep the spot he’s been in for the 


lance 
‘dSt two S€asons, 


Whiteman’ s ‘Repeat’ 


a Lynchburg, Va., May 3. 
aul Whieman’s band booked into 
rom Ount theatre May 18. 


; time the Jazz King’s troupe 
'@S played this town in 14 years. 


en route are of the 10-piece | 


Negro Dance Units 





Kemp at N.Y. Par May 18 


Hal Kemp, after a tour of one- 
nighters, opens at the Paramount, 
New York, May 18. Sunny O'Dea, 


who was to have come in with him, 
will be unable to make 
Picture set with Kemp is 
Rhythm’ (Par). 

Ronnie Ames has joined Kemp as 
exploiteer. 


‘Dr. 


DE-SYPHONED. 
BRITTONS NOW 
MUSICAL 


Milt Britton this 
personal management 
Music Corp. of America. 
Rockwell-O’Keefe handled 

Crew is trying to establish 
as a straight dance outfit, 
|one-niters at present. Britton 
|deleted much of the rough-house 
which characterized the old vaude- 
touring aggregation. On dance 
ldates the band puts on a single per- 
| formance of its ‘act,’ but for vaude, 
as well as hotels and dance halls, all 
|the water-pouring and_= siphon- 
sprinkling is out. 


pact with 
Formerly 


itself 





GLORIA GRAFTON SUIT 
VS. OLSEN CALLED OFF 


Gloria Grafton Knapp, widow and 
_executrix of the aviator-bandleader, 
' Orville Knapp, who was killed in a 
plane crash shortly after their mar- 
riage, was ordered to pay the costs 
(about $100) if she wanted to discon- 
tinue her suit for some $5,450 and 
interest against George Olsen. Miss 
Grafton sued Olsen on the ground 
he had acquired the stock and good- 
will to her late husband's band, plus 
some 80 arrangements, other orches- 
trations, a portable Hammond elec- 
tric organ, etc., but failed to pay off. 

After Olsen presented his defense, 
through attorney Charles S. Rosen- 
schein of Julian T. Abeles’ office. 
that Music Corp. of America—not he 
—had obtained the chattels, Justice 
Edgar Lauer in N. Y. supreme court 
indicated he would have to grant 
Olsen's motion dismiss the com- 
plaint, whereupon Miss Knapp’s at- 
torney offered to discontinue the ac- 





to 


tion, Olsen's lawyer then insisted on 
the court costs being paid, or else, 
which was also granted. 

For a time Olsen used the late 
Knapp’s band as his nucleus but 
later this was split into two factions 
when Leighton Noble started his 
own combo and took away several 
key men with him. 


Ramona to Nicollet 


Ramona and band opens at the 
Nicollet hotel, Minneapolis, May 12 
through the Rockwell-O Keefe f 
fice. Combination had. originally 
tied up with the Music Corp. of 
America, but it obtained 
after a 3fi-dav trial bo 

Rockwell-O' Keefe 
act at about the same 


release 
‘king period 
auditioned tne 
time MCA did 


the date. | 


week signed a | 


playing | 
has | 





Chicago Pluggers Out of Pocket 


| Leader Is Hotel Exec 


Seattle, May 2 


| Archie Loveland, dance band 
leader at the Olympic hotel, is S a @S pera é enty rll é 
doubling as assistant manager of the 


{spot in charge of entertainment. 
A v.p. may be adced later. 

















oe eS Needed Comedy Chicago, May 3. 
Song pluggers here are up against 
COODMAN BIC Sa AvOy Ballroom hi hd a + og in a tough battle, especially those plug- 
gee World's Bair motorcade last | gers working for the cheaper outfits 
car towing a platform on which which are looking to a single song 
IN CONCERT colored Lindy Hoppers ex- to put ’em over. These pluggers are 
h bited being forced by necessity to spend 
Turned out to be one of the 
few items providing comic re- their salaries to get plugs, with some 
lief from the big business floats of the cafes making no bones ut 
Boston, May 3 advertising ‘tomorrow how much a plugger must spens ’ 
Benny Ssencman's second — a joint in orde! to get reco canes 
appearance, Sunday (1) at Boston by the cafes orchestra 
Svn phony Hall unaer tne ces QT FF This i‘tuation has hecome ps sie. 
and for the benefit of Inf: Vlarly acute nce the stations slapped 
pital Ladies’ Aid, took close to $7 sabe a $100 weekly service fee for remote 
for 2,700 seats at a $3.85 top control _ lines which caused the 
Jitterbugs threw sanctified prem- BANDMEN IN cream hotel rooms to drop off the 
ises for a complete lo ~ of dignity. air. These holes have been plugged 
|Symphony subscribers looked on in with pick-ups from less impressive 
amazement at frenzy of seat-swaying spots where the calibre of operation 
kids BANKRUPTCY | 48 not too finicky 
| Paderewski keyboard concert some These cafe operators finding them- 
15 years ago at a $5 top, only one to selves suddenly the hot spot of ac- 
exceed the Goodman one-nighter. tivity on the part of music plug- 
Goodman scaled down from $3.85 . gers, have gone overboard in several 
to $3.30, $2.20, $1.65, 1..0. Some 300) _ Five of the six members of Stuff | instances and are fiving the song 
jitterbugs crammed ti.c stage at $2.20 Smith S swing crew now at the Onyx | representatives much heartache, 
per. Club, New York filed petitions Of Song pluggers are in a spot, with not 
| Goodman pocketed $3,500 as his bankruptcy in New York last week. | enough plugs to go around and with 
share. Gave a persona! check to the mae os peau ists he — ane) operators putting on a rough squeeze 
cause for which he worked. one Gesignated Herbert K. Rosen-| in many instances 
berg, N. Y. attorney as chief creditor. 
Arthur T. Rotch, prexy Infants’ ae ae ha 4 an 
| Hospital, remarked that since not be usicians and the amounts they 
lfenough dough was garnered from listed as being owed to Rosenberg are Musi , n F d Guilt 
| January-February campaign, it was Elliot (Jonah ) Jones, $1,537; Clyde Cla oun I y 
: Hart, $900; Bill (Cogy) Cole, $978: | 


| 

i‘necessary to have entertainment of 
2 30 C; ac J. * 
hin cart’ 4 G1) the collars. Bob Bennett, $1,169, and Mack Walk 


Of Murder 14 Yrs. Ago; 





Only thing that kept kids back er, $1,010. Smith is also in debt 
: - 4 eee aipllrs: the attorney to the tune of $2,900 ¢ Lif | . t 
from dancing was the Sunday blue : . ; hd 
law, slthdauk hide simded, conlieae but could not duplicate the actions ets ve mprisonmen 
|and finally did some jumping around ee clovig eur = ‘ Aiton 
that was as good as dancing. _— 7 on So we eee ‘eveland ay 3. 
g ‘hh ago. As result of this, Rosenberg has | _ bs evenne, aed 
Current Satevepost has a | tied up most of Smith's personal ef-| Crime committed 14 years ago 


story on nee . * , 
‘Killer-Diller.’ fects including a LaSalle auto, which | caught up last week with John Ko- 


Goodman captioned 


Na tare a ei he amet da U. S. marshall siezed last week. | sinski, 32, a New York band-leader. 
Debts to the attorney resulted from | He was found guilty of second-degree 
a trip to Hollywood last summer. 


Jesse Owens, Ex-Maestro 


murder in slaying of Anthony Buble. 


Rosenberg angeled the trip with the ay 
Although musician denied it, 


| understanding he would be paid off | jury 


Cleveland, May 3. | When the band went into the Wal- decided on circumstantial evidence 
Jesse Owens, Olympic champ run- ter Wanger picture ‘52d Street’ for) that he was the one who shot the 
ner, is jumping out of banc biz to | hich they had a promise of a con- | pank-guard when scramming from a 
|become a playground instructor in tract. The contract didn’t materialize | butcher shop robbery on Jan. 12, 
lhis home town. and Rosenberg was left with the} 1924. Wife fainted when he was sen- 
Salary is about $25 weekly, but | 1OU’s. Lawyer also alleges he had | tenced to life imprisonment, but his 
Negro sprinter says it’s more than | an arrangement with Smith to re- | attorneys are appealing, 
jhe earned as lecder of a Harlem | CCive a per of the band's earn-| Netectives actually spent 14 years 
/orchestra or in ne with a | ings and will file a separate suit to tracing down clues and suspects in 
pro basketball tea collect this week. thi as f ; Adeat is a : 
on Federal Judge Robert Patterson on wats a . ms — oN neue 
(GA) slaned on ecdec ree room annals. Most damaging evi- 


| Thursday 
iia Si ae dence against Kosinski was given by 
| straining any suits, including Rosen- | Joseph J. Guss. Jr.. his pel. pred 
aUusS, E 6 


| berg’s, from being sustained until the : > 
bankrupts have been discharged, from Newark, and William Katcher, 
a boyhood friend, 


Meade Netes 


Frank Churchill and Paul Webster | i Seti 
| turned in three songs for Sol Lesser’s : 


|*Vagabond Kid.’ They are ‘Happy as Students Ignore Union; 


a Lark,’ ‘The Sunny Side of Thing a 
and ‘Put Your Heart in a seal Denied Name Band 
For Big Spring Fete 


informed dicks last spring 
that killer was playing accordion and 
banjo in New York hotels under 
name of Fred Guss, and that latter 
had been heard talking of the shoot- 
ing with his sister. Katcher also 
identified banjoist as fleeing gunman 
despite butcher's loss of memory. 
Kosinski contended he left Cleve- 
land in September of 1923 and never 


Bobby Breen will warble. 





Tad Harvey, Emmett Casey and 
Tom Clark, cowboy trio, recorded 


two songs, ‘Little Joe the Wrangler’ Rochester, N. Y¥.. May 3. 


< ‘The Sowbov's rez : or J 
_ ‘The Cowboy; I tnecmeee for Name bands are barred from play- returned until 1930, when he ap- 
etro’s ‘One Woman's Answer. ing University of Rochester Campus peared at RKO Palace here with the 
ares bee following clash last fall over frat- | Curtis-Wright Flying band, which he 
New firm of Harmony House, ernities using non-union outfits at organized. Three New York musi- 
formed by Will Windsor, is now the house hops. Student council forced | cians pave depositions attesting that 
sole music publisher in San Fran-, to call off annual Spring Interfrat- he was on Broadway in 1923, but a 
cisco, since Sherman-Clay and Villa ernity Ball, one of biggest social -real estate dealer proved batoneer 
Moret bowed out. events of the year, when peace ef- was a witness to a Jand transaction 
ee forts failed. here in December, 1923, 
Ben Oakland wrote the music and Frats ignored warning all season Sontrnsncaeomneeci ‘a 
titton Drake the ivrice for “This of the Rochester Musicians Protecti 
Thing Called Love’ which Irene 4Ss0¢iation until desiring a name “° CONSOLIDATED’S 2ND 
Dunne will warble in her next Co- orchestra for the OE Soren, nee 
lumbia picture offered to compromise with promise 
iz : é 
a to use union bands 80°, of the time. UT RETURN 
No dice. It's 100% or nothing with 
eens _ “~ Dorothy Dick the union. 
lave placed the merica! version . . 
I 1e rican versus ee slit _ Consolidated Radio Artists cele- 
of the Italian ditty, ‘Donn’ Ama, erry ; 
sc ; rated its second anniversary May 1 
with Melo-Art. Pr oO , ar’ a 3 
r en P ; 
r= y p s Jantzen At the same time the 10 to 20% cut 
) 1. ¢ aw . . 
Sam Wineland has completed the Portland, Ore May 3. which was instituted in February 
: R P 
recording on Paramounts ‘Tropic — ryor orchestra opened sea- | was returned to employees, 
Holidav’ th a studio 3: roup under son attraction at Jantzen Beuch Park : J 
+ {I Tal " Pavilion Lane Truesdale sing rit Slicing was a te mporary measure 
tne paton ¢ rvir aipot - i al ng) : : . 
; , be : ith the Pryor band. Biz was good and record April business prompted 
Dick Jergens orchestra the nex the promised return on above date 
Jules I in C and Lou Ricca cleffed | attractic * Mtinoom has only 40 according to Charles Green, prez 
‘Carnival n Cotton Tow oa pled admish,. but doe a neavyv t de dis . 
as offici cong for the annual King to its big size 
bi fectivgl i: ‘\ myn C / i ‘ . . 
Cotton festival in Memphi ; L. A. Musicians Snip 
' y 2 2 - 1S; 
Radio Music Co., new Detroit pub- Cleve Ballroom Dates Nite ry Remote Wires 
lishing house tobert DeLeon, for- Cleveland. Mav 3 Los Angeles, May 2 
merly with L. Wolfe Gilbert, presi- Le , Stat Terrace Boon Music from niterie remotec to 
4 ‘ I Mt) ) 
dent and g.m. of company May 7. Art Kassell's orch goe nity 'adio stations not in good standing 
; first ballroor late ere at the | With the musicians’ unior | be 
Ralph Rainger and Leo Robin as- Trianon for a one-niter Mav 15 shut off this week unle the ofiende 
gned to songs for Artists and George Hall is next name due in ©'S come into the foid, Move is part 
Models Abroad Charlie Horvath’s dance spot May of the campaign to whip into line 
20, sponsored by S.P.1LF. Club at a mail independ hich carry ne 
Frank Sanucci. composer and or- $3 gate tax, followed by Frank P: tudio Cit 
chestra leader, doing the score for May 8. Stan Wood holding as he ‘ Notice has pone ¢ to bands and 
Western Trails.’ ' band, jnitery operators of the crack down. 




















48 v. i RIE TY 





—E————— 


DANSAPATION-—MUSIC 


Wednesday, May 4, 193 











Band Reviews 


GENE KRUPA and Orch (14) 

With Gerry Kruger and Leo Watson 

Community Center, White Plains, 
MN. ¥. 


Having reached the peak as a 
band drummer ($500 weekly) Gene 
Krupa got the more-coin yen and 
turned maestro. It looks like he 
made no mistake; not as long as| 
there are alligators to rock Initial 
one-niter in the New York area col- 
lared an estimated 2,300 at $1.10 per 
which seemed light-quartered in the 
8,000 capacity Cente Howeve n 
view of chilly night, first local ap- 
pearance and absence of recording 
or radio buildup, tha vasn »xac 
tin 

For theatres, ballroor 
stands and kindred dat " 
inch even if still needing shiening 

mand ynly four week yld) Got 
2 word-of-mouth break n playing 
Westcheste! outpost f harp 

Has surrounded himself with sot 
capable insirumentalists, especially 
in lignt saxes and brass depariments 
Has also adopted the modern method 
of giving somelL..ing besides muUsiC 
Sucn novelties as Leo Watson, trom- 
bonisi-scat singer in 1ddition to 
regular femme vocalist Gerry 


Kruger, and specially construc 
all-metal music ands, each topped 
by a flashy tom-toin 


Not altogether 
ornamental, eithe! Minute drun 
are used in ol 


> numbe and 


wider use when boys get a chance 
to rehearse ‘em Band layout has 
piano on extreme left with Krupa 
on separate stand next to -vory box 
and backed by the slapv-bass. Wind 
division is lined up to left of Krupa 
in three rows. Gives boss a chance 
to show without fronting 

Band is essentially a loud one, be- 
cause of the predominating Krupa 
snares. They can, and do, play semi- 
sweet swing, which, incidentally, is 
that which is danced to. Rest is for 
most part an alligator session, sharp- 
ies beating the rhythm with band 
while grouped around stand and 
seated. Cats really bear down and 
go out of this world when leader 


hits stride for w tchers. 

In lighter moments the band hard- 
ly filled the giant hall. Mike system 
was not up to par, which hurt some. 
as with vocalist Gerry Kruger. But 
when in the groove they are all 


jitterbugs can ask for, keeping clear 


of corn-popping and sending solidly. | 


Sticks to newer songs to avoid the 
corn, but not averse to taint of his 
former boss, Benny Goodman, on 
some numbers. “ashes in on latter 
via ‘Don’t Be That Way,’ which 
Goodman popularized Even uses 
clarinet to some extent and has 
copped Goodman’s arranger, Willard 
Mundy, which might account for 
subtle similarity. 

Really reached rug-cutters’ in- 
nards with ‘I Know.” ‘Don't Be 
That Way’ and his piece-de-resist- | 


ance, ‘Blue Rhythm Fantasy.’ 
in entire crew on stand tom-toms for 
latter. Start is himself minus any | 
other music, and each row of Cats | 
taking up concussion stuff before | 
breaking into song proper. Finales 
same way on gradual dropoff after 
anti-climaxes which are sure to 
leave jive students limp. Not for 
the ickies, 

Scatster Watson also plenty appre- 
ciated with his oomphing and ta-de- 
ta-de’ing of Harlem school by ex- 
tremely young mob. Some couldn’t 


Brings 


| lege 


the | 


, have been over 14, and certainly 
none over 22. 
How long the barbaric boy of the 


| snares can last, physically, at present 
|yace should give him some concern. 
Since he’s got so nuch show he can- 
not once let down as with other 
leader-instrumentaliscs AP can and 


do coast. He’s got to maintain gruel- 
ing rate now chat he’s the show and 
not alternating with others. He 
loesn’t hog, but is none the less 
ymnipresent and is a likable boy 
type. Not smart-alecky in announce- 
ment but brief and youngish, an- 
tne appeal 
Vito Musso (formerlv with Good- 
nan) on tenor sax and Tommy Gom- 
ulin on trumpet stand out Boys 
1 smear horn section also on toes 
ul minus mportunities rf yther 
two. Milton Raskind on ivories car- 
e himself easily Cthers are 
Horace Rollins (bass); Carl Bie- 
icker (second tenor sax); Murray 
W ms and George Sar.va (alto 
saxes): Chuck Evans, Bruce Squires 
ind Charles MeCamish (tr« aenee’: 
Tommy De Carlo, Dave Schulze. 
Tommy Gomsoulin (trumpets) and 
Ray Biondi (guitar). Hurl. 


KAY KYSER AND HIS ORCHES- 


TRA (12) 
With Virginia Sims, Ish Kabibble, 
Harry Babbitt, Sully Mason 
60 Mins. 
Paramount, New York 
In 1930 Variety reviewed Kay 
Kyser with a 12-piece band and gave 


him a critical brushoff with the con- 


clusion, ‘probably okay for the 
neighbs’—and then VARIETy’s re- 
viewer wasn’t so sure of it. Today 
Kay Kyser is not only OK for the 
jeluxers, and anything that’s play- 
able, but he’s a band name to be 
reckoned with. He evidences anew 
that after all the wise ‘uns have con- 
cluded there isn’t much new to be 
done with bands that there’s always 
somebody to upset the dope 

Kyser comes to Broadway on the 
crest of a canny buildup over the 
radio, capped by his ‘Musikal Kol- 


Klass’ idea for Lucky Strike. 
His skillful variety presentation and 
24 personally shrewd style of m.c.’ing 
and batoning are major assets, but 
just as pertinent is the ‘musikal kol- 
lege’ idea. This concerns the prize 
awards to six audience members, 
broust onstage by a numbered card 
system. That about takes in all the 
beano-banko-bingo-bango instincts 
of the masses, so rife these days, 
ties it up in a neat package under 
the heading of a game of skill or an 
elementary competition All con- 
testants get prizes, from $5 cash to 
theatre passes. There’s nothing 


erudite about it, despite the cap and 
and mortar board trimmings of the 
|house ushers, the maestro and_ his 
pandmen, including the prop schol- 
arly goggles. 

| The LQ. is strictly in the kilocycle 
l|idiom. Whose theme song is this 


|tune? What are the names of three 
| pianist-conductors? Who tap-danced 
| over the radio? Identify 
| strains with what orchestra, etc. 
Simple stuff, yet the six contestants 
|are surprisingly stumped on occa- 
}sion, all of which makes for a good 
audience-participation fun, as Kyser 
requests the ‘student body’ (audi- 
j}ence) to sing out the right answer. 


|However, this is well curbed) 
through a deft manner of handling | 
}the enthusiastic adolescents, and 











ITS THE LITTLE THINGS THAT COUNT fx. 





New, tuneful, catchy and smart 


50c 








IN MY LITTLE RED BOOK 


Tops in any good catalog 





50c 











Wee) fey.) 


The original, authentic 








HAVANA’S 
CALLING ME 





Cuban dance 75¢ 








THE SNAKE 


Larry Clinton's ace arrangement 





CHARMER 


50c 














SID LORRAINE Gen Prof Mar 
TE FOR NEWLY ISSUED ORCHESTRA CATALOG 


EDWARD B. MARKS MUSIC CORP. 


RCA BUILDING, RADIO CITY - vert. m - NEW YORK 


but ! 


these | 







only after the gong do they shout | rently the big business-getters are 
out. ‘Test Pilot,’ ‘Old Chicago,’ ‘Jezebel,’ 


Band is of the hot type, yet not! «Biyebeard’s Eighth Wife’ and ‘Mad 





nies e.. ee of getting About Music,’ with ‘Joy of Living,’ 
quently does to e > Sis 4% a! 

the wacky shagsters stumpin’ in the on ag alters ae See 
‘aisles, but it’s a well modulated and| brook Farm’ and a few others run- 
moderated tempo team of 12—five| ning fairly well behind them. 
|brasses, four reeds, piano, traps and! Scores of others mean less or noth- 


bass. Also on the rostrum are tw0| ing. However, as one operator puts 
prop Profs., appropriately in ag it, the industry needs 52 really big 
> , ‘ ‘ ars rr ° 
gowne, who totalize the answers fOr) yictures a year, or an average of 
the prize awards; Virginia Sims, one a week 
|torcher; Ish Kabille (that’s his sole Papas: 
billing), deadpan comedy singer, While it is felt that almost the | 
sans dialect, although the Harry| same number of people go to the- 
Hershfie!d billing would imply| atres, they are now much more se- 
therwise* arry ahhit ras er | 
= rwise Ringe td. gy juve ithe | lective, with result a big picture gets 
¢ ocally heralds e song titles, 
who vocany neraids We sung ‘all he business, the mediocre en- | 
besides soloing on his own; Sully , 
Mason, comedy songsiel und the} tertainment being virtually passed 
Kvyster Glee Club, versatile doublers| Up. This causes a terrific variation 
from the orch in performance of pictures at the 
Sans the Lucky Strike radio} b.o. 
nildu ywce has stage } ‘ 
ulIGUp, Kysei oe . ABS band Doubling in some former single- 
that’s socko With the mike rep bill : a Made tion 
he’s a -adv-made name now tor ain po rewene, see , = bank 
snvbody’s theatre Abel night, etc booking of bands and 


unit shows are given credit in ‘many 


instances for keeping mediocre pic- 








BEN CUTLER AND His ORCHEs-| ‘Ures from being worse than they 
TRA (8) are Any estimate of what these 
Rainbow Grill, N. Y | bolstering elements amount to would 
Ben Cutler, who was a halfback at | ¥@ difficult to make. 
| Yale some years ago, has been around 
; more or less inconspicuously, most - 
recently with ‘The Fireman's Flame, A S A P 
oldtime meller at the American Mu-| =s aie 
ic Hall, New York, now at the Rain- 
coulis ak Witte Seek & tee ee (Continued from page 45) 
‘asy era in its versatility. Boys come - - 
yut on the floor in intime quintet 
formations for vocal interludes, and| and sarcastically doubted whethet 
in toto dispense expert dansapation.| the board was interested in admin- 
Cutler, in tails, at the helm, is the] istering justice or fairness for the 
only one formally attired and he} smaller publisher, Recent interlock- 
pels Phos # range from pops to jing of directorships between the Mu- 
8 . Publishers Protective Association 
a AB oul oy a | ee and ASCAP was mentioned in the 
terpery atop the RCA Bldg. but is SEERONSF, with the chat re ane 12 that 
already shaping up more than satis- the same coterie was back in con- 
factorily, | trol of the former organization 
Grill (informal room) is on a Among the other sarcastic high- 
hooverized diet these days, Marlynn | lights was the speech of Fred Fish 
and Michael, dance team, alternating | who, with his marked but effective 
with the Cutler combo. John Fraser,| guttural, gibed at the availability 
or lg Be ved a committee for its considerate treat- 


pasne dance hour’ session, 9:30-10:30, | ment of Donaldson, Douglas & Gum- 


when a bottle of wine is awarded to| le and Ager, Yellen & Bornstein. 
the prizewinners of the waltz, shag, | Fisher said that regardless of where 
rhumba and kindred competitions. jhe turned the hands at the helm 


| a 
Abel. | were those of ‘Bernstein & Bornstein 


Bornstein & Bernstein, Bernstein & 
| Film Shortage 





Bornstein...’ Latter combination 
| was declaimed in singsong fashion. 


The Bornstein referred to was Saul 





(Continued from page 1) a v.p. and gen. mar., of Irving Ber- 
| lin, Ine, 

“a Julian T. Abeles, representing the 
names, etc., and realization that a Metro-Robbins publishing group, je- 
comparatively thin supply of mer-|clared that he was opposed to re- 
chandise is promised for May and turning to the old system, Latter, he 
June, are resulting in fear among | said, was too inadequate, Abeles as- 
theatre men that the second ar- | sertec : ras always der the 
ter this year represents a Bt rent lhe sc panty always under the 

: ggle. | pression iat the ASCAP board 
| Among other things, an increase in |intended to amend the present sys- 
| closings and a reduction in admis-|tem as weaknesses and abuses de- 
| Sion scales is looked for this sum-| veloped, and that he was in favor of 

mer. It is estimated on good author- 


j;continuing with this system as long 
ity that theatre shutdowns over the!as the necessary improvement could 
warm weather this season will run at|and would be made. Jack Robbins, 
least 10% over last year, a pos- | who made on of his rare appearances 
| sible lack of product in addition to! at an ASCAP gathering, since Jack 
general operating conditions being a; Bregman represents the Robbins 
likely contributing factor. group on the board, remained in re- 

Second Quarter Dips pose through it all and let Abeles 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


On the first quarter this year, the | Pek for him, 
January, February and March busi-| Buck in his introductory temarks 
|ness at the boxoffice was not| made much of Variety's prestige as | 
| off as alarmingly as painted—or | an amusement trade publication and 


imagined—in some quarters 
entire country, 


said that in his Congressional con- 
tacts he found that Variety seemed 
widely consulted and referred to. 
Hence, he added, it behooves ASCAP 
members not to rush into print with 


For the 
averaging up big! 
| houses with the subsequent runs, it | 
| ran between 8-10%, but with the| 
beginning of the second quarter a 





ROCKWELL-0K 
NIX MORRIS 
OFFER 





| haif interest in Rockw 


—__. 


Negotiations for the purchase of a 
ell-O’Keefe by 
the William Morris office went cold 
last Friday (29). Latter 


uthit’s idea 

was to use the R-O’K setup for an 
entry into the dance band busi: 

Books had been peered into and 
the Morris office made a yu ; 
offer. The partners, Thoma gy 
well, F. C. O’Keefe and Mike Nido 
turned it down. 


Karzas’ Consolidated 
Seiections for Chicago 


Are Not Available 


Consolidated Radio Artists Ne 
able to service Andrew Karzas. 9per. 
ator of the Aragon and Trianon ball. 
rooms in Chicago. Op wants either 
Blue Barron or Russ Morgan for the 
spots heretofore booked by Musie 
Corp. of America but neither are 
available now or in immediate fu- 
ture, 

Barron is under optional contract 
to the Edison hotel, N. Y., until Oc- 
tober. Karzas wants him for at least 
nine months when and if Barron 
wants to stay in N. Y. until he car 
get his N. Y. local 802 card whic! 
requires nine months of steady local 
work. Morgan’s radio stint is hold- 
ing up any deal for him. He would 
be unable to broadcast from Wind 


City under present 
He’s wanted for 


commitments 
eight weeks 











NEW SONG 


SENSATIONI 
ae 


GOT 
GUY" 


By MARION SUNSHINE 


IT’S SWEET! 


You Can Sing It 


IT’S HOT! 


You Can Swing It 


The 




















pronounced dip set in. Grosses are! their grievances, ‘Ofttimes,’ he said, 1 : 

now atanien 12-14% lower. There! I have to read in Variety first what Fred Fisher Music Co. 
was a little pickup Easter but com-| 5'evances you publishers will air 1619 Broadway, New York 
pared to last Easter, which fell | here ultimately.’ 

ae business was still off around | = : = 
| 14 Last year Easter was in the | 
| first quarter, this spring in the sec- 
| ond, 


The southwest and the southeast 
| have held up ‘%est among territories 
| but now they are beginning to fe rel | 
| the strain of recession more sharply. | 
| New York City is comparable with} 
| last year at this time and a few | 
| other isolated spots are also running | 


| close or equal due to conditions, | 
product, etc., which vary for given | 
weeks from year to year, but else-| 


where most of the country 
ing rather intensely. 
The B.O. Pix Right Now 
The Michigan, Chicago, Ohio, New | 
England and Minneapolis territories, | 
plus upstate New York, are feeling 
the pinch of current times the most, 
it is declared. Upstate New York 
cities such as Peekskill, Albany, 
Rochester, Syracuse and Buffalo are | 
all away off. A portion of the drop} 
now may be attributable to product, 


is suffer- 






‘whereas in the first quarter a 
mighty grosser like ‘Snow White’ | 
| helped keep the average of decline! 
down, | 

Since the first of the year, 
according to expert theatre operat | 
| ing opinion, there have been only! 


a handful of really good b.o. gross- | 
jers led by the Disney cartoon. Cur- | 
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NY. Agent Organization Tottering: 


Biggies Aloof, Chiselers’ Front Guise 





Organizing of New York nitery, 
vaude and legit agents seems to be 
getting nowhere fast. The Theatri- 
cal Artists Representatives and 
Agents of America (vaude-nitery) 
has only about 50 members out of 
400 possible N. Y. percenters. Equ'‘ty 
legit agents had a schism this week 
and reorganizer Lou Randell stepped 
out in favor of M. S. Bentham, who 
wants to resume organization under 


defunct Equity charter. Big shot 
agents are standing aloof and waiting 


10 ee 
selves. 
American Federation of Actors has 
promised its support on the condition 
that the agent group rids itself of 
organizer Jack Howard. Latter had 
been associated with the AFA in 
same capacity but incurred disfavor. 
Agents have already seen to that 
matter. Group met last night (3) at 
the Edison hotel to elect officers and 
Jay out constitution. Dues of $20 an- 
nually is being asked, plus $5 initia- 
1ion. 

Reported that many of the shady 
operators are hot for the movement, 
but are being regarded as seeking a 
front, plus protection, Big agencies 
are seen bucking each other in not 
climbing aboard since they depend 
on the little fellows to do their 
scouting. 

Move to organize and then house 
clean chiselers and unlicensed of- 
fice-in-hatters is not meeting with 
success at first anticipated despite 
efforts of various groups. Entertain- 
ment Managers Assn. is campaigning 
with mail and circulars, Theatre Au- 


outcome before commiting 


thority has promised its cooperation, | 


along with the AFA, but so far little 


has actually been accomplished. t- 


titude of those who could put the | 


organization into shape is_ that 
they're waiting to see what company 
jit keeps before aligning. Some of 
the members already associated are 
not exactly the type, think biggies. 

Several of the agents think that 
the AFA alone is not sufficient pro- 
tection 
agreement with the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians. With forced 
licensing and franchises it would is- 
sue, combo would be big help. 

Jtherwise, would function as a lob- 
bying body to forestall unfair legis- 
Jation. 

In addition to instructing members 
te work with the Theatre Authority 
on all benefit shows, the EMA has 
written to Judge Frederick Crane, 
chairman of the state constitution 
commiitee on revamping of state 
charter. President Howard -Wheeler 
wants to know what can be done 
#bout getting a separate bill for the- 
atrical agents, as against present set- 
up, under general business law and 
employment agencies. Group fears 
extinction for employment agencies 
because of State Labor Department’s 
Jobbying for eradication and its take- 
over, 





Int'l’s Ice Show Preview 
Friday; Opening Saturday 


International Casino’s (N. Y.) ‘Ice 
Frolics’ debuts Saturday night (7), 
but the preview for the Broadway 
bunch is Friday (6). A real ice tank 


has been installed, instead of the 
usual composition. 
Guy Owens, Evelsn Chandler, 


Bruce Mapes, Nathan Walley, Dor- 


othy Lewis, Simpson Sisters, Alec 
Hurd, Sam Jarvis anu Ted Cave, 
plus 18 skating girls, are in this 


MCA-booked revue. 





McGee’s $1,950, Cincy 
Cincinnati, May 3. 

Personal appearance of 
McGee at the indie Taft auditorium 
Sunday (1) pulled 3,000 admissions 
and $1,950 for close to an even break 
for the sponsoring Knights of Pythias 


Fast Chancellors of Greater Cin- 
cinnati, 
There were two afternoon and 


two night performances at 20-40-75c 


McGee was supported by acts booked | 


through the NEC artists’ bureau of 
Chicago. 





Pearce’s $7,500, Hub 

Al Pearce’s Gang booked for the 
Memorial, Boston, opening May 12. 
for a week. Troupe airs over CBS 
Tuesday nights for Ford dealers. 

Fer the Hub date, unit is getting 
$7,500 net, tilt in salary over some 
recent RKO bookings Pearce has 
had. Opened his tour several 
months ago at the Palace, Cleveland, 
for $6,250 net. 


+ 


and would like to see an| 


Fibber | 





Success Story 


—_——__.. 


Philadelphia, May 3. 

Quick rise has been made by 
Donald Nigro, 18, son of wine 
steward at the Arcadia-Inter- 
national here. Lad was work- 
ing as bar boy at the spot when 
Russell Swann, magician, came 
in couple weeks ago and needed 
a stooge. Kid was drafted. 

Meantime, he developed flock 
of imitations that were solid 
clicks and he’s quit mahogany- 
wiping for permanent spot with 
c 


>Wahn, 











ALL-NIGHTER 
IN DETROIT 


———— 


Detroit, May 3. 
Radio spots and a 12:30 a.m. Sat- 
| urday night style show, aired over 
| WJBK here, are bringing flesh back 
to the Forest theatre, all-nighter op- 
erated on Woodward avenue. Jack 





| McKenzie, WJBK announcer, and 
Milton Jacobson, manager of the 
| Forest and press agent for circuit 


of all-night theatres, handle the 
m.c’ing on the Vox Pop show from 
stage of the Forest, and idea is 
clicking despite the late hour. 

| Jack Broder, manager of the cir- 
| cuit, is also using midnight spot an- 
nouncements over indie _ station, 
| plugging the Colonial and Majestic 
| theatres, all-night spots. Spots aimed 
|}at late stay-uppers who want 
amusement in nightlife-less Detroit. 





| 
FINE NITERY DANCERS 


IN ST. LOUIS; “LEWD Sr. "3.2322 


St. Louis, May 3. 

Mary Callendar, 21, and Anna 
Richardson, 2. entertainers in 
Skipper’s Inn, a riverfront nitery re- 
cently shuttered by the Excise Com- 
{missioners and gendarmes, were 
each fined $25 and costs last week on 
charges of lewd and lascivious con- 
'duct. They were tried by a jury in 
| Judge James Griffin’s division of the 
Court of Criminal Correction and 
‘might have been fined $1,000 and 
| sentenced to one year in the City 
| Workhouse, the maximum penalty 
|for the charge. 
| The nitery was darkened after cops 
{ 


made liquor purchases after closing 
|hours and witnessed the perform- 
ences of the entertainers. 


| Duchin-Fields Outdraw 
| Cantor Cleve. Show 








Philadelphia, May 3. 


Second edition of the Shrine 
shows, with the Eddy Duchin and 


Shep Fields orchestras, backed by 
|three acts of vaude, in its last two 
|nights, Friday and Saturday (29-30), 
outdrew the Eddie Cantor show, the 
| first of the series, by 4,000 for the 
} same period at Convention Hall here. 

Prices were scaled at 55c. and 
$1.10. Duchin-Fields & Co. drew 
9.827 Friday night and 12,560 Satur- 
day. Following the show about 6,000 
payees terped to the tunes of the 
two crews 


Eastern Vaude Sought 
By Helen Twelvetrees 


Helen Twelvetrees, film actress, is 
| being offered to eastern vaudfilmers 


as a single. Fanchon & Marco | 
handling. | 
No salary figure quoted, bids be- | 


ing asked. 


Ind. Cafe’s Initialer 


sell Swan and Dukes and their 
Duchess band booked as first show 
‘ever te play Elite Club, French Lick, 
Ind. 

Herman Citron booked. 


| 
| sah Sele a 


Bemises Split 
Hollywood, May 3. 

Billy and Beverly Bemis, who 
completed a ballroom dancing short 
for Warners, are splitting up. 

Billy is taking over the operation 
of his father’s White Log Cabin 
eatery chain, and Beverly is iaking 
tests for a Metro contract. 





FOR HARTFORD 
VAUDERS 


Hartford, 


personal 


May 3 


All oi appearances 


tside 


ee vaude headliners at the State the- 
j}atre have been tabooed, claim being 
| 


that they detract from business, and 
is one reason 


several shows 


why 
have not reached boxoffice expecta- 
Public gets its fill of 


stars, it is said, and has no further 


tions. these 


Ss 


esire to see them at the theatre. 
Notable examples are Billy Gil- 
bert, Buster Crabbe and Mae West. 


While here Gilbert made hamburgers 


C 


in a local hamburger stand while 
Crabbe pumped gas at a filling sta- 
tion. Large turnout reception for 
Mae West is also blamed for low at- 
tendance at house first two days of 
|her theatre appearance. 

Ban does not affect radio tieups. 


DUGAN SUES SIMON FOR 
$3,000 IN WAGES CLAIM 


Suit has been started against the 
|Ferde Simon talent agency for $3,000 
iin N. Y. city court by Johnny 


| Dugan, who claims the coin is due 














|him for services while with the 
| agency. 

Dugan has been with the Music 
Corp. of America for past year, 
which he joined after exiting the | 
Simon office. Mrs. Esther Simon, 





|Simon’s widow, named in suit 
longer incorporated. 
repping 


since 


Dugan, 
lserved papers April 29. 


Mike (Selwyn) Simon’s 
Hammerstein Background 


Mike Simon, 66, who died in a 
New Rochelle convalescents’ home 
last week, held one of the most 


unique positions in vaudeville at its 
heyday. A half brother to Edgar 
and Arch Selwyn, and in recent 
years known as Michael Selwyn, he 





| 


had been stage manager of the one- 
time Hammerstein’s Victoria on 42d 
street and Times Square, now the 
site of the Rialto theatre. 

Deceased 
manager. 


was more than stage 
Back of the curtain he 
was an autocrat but popular with 
vaudevillians. He was adviser to 
Willie Hammerstein, who operated 
ithe house for Oscar Hammerstein, 
especially in the booking of feature 
lacts. Some of the best vaude turns 
| appeared at Hammerstein’s. 

i In addition to his duties around 
ithe theatre, Simon had close connec- 
tions with political leaders and, al- 
though it was a hand-made theatre, 


there was little interference from 
city officials. After the razing of 
Hammerstein's he managed legit 


theatres for the Selwvns. 
For nearly 30 vears he 
active member of the Friars, 


Was an 


| Hartmans Into the Plaza, 
_N.Y., After London Nitery 


| Paul and Grace Hartman return 
to the Hote] Plaza, N. Y., May 18. 
Dance team currently 
the Dorchester House, 
to sail for New York May 11. 


starring at 


London, Due 


Chi’s Negro Am Nite 


Chicago, 


May 3. 


| Regal 
| ban & Katz, will shortly inaugurate | 
similar to | 
York's 

Belle Baker, Cross and Dunn, Rus- | 


theatre, operated by Bala- 
}a Negro amaieur night 
ithat at the Apollo, in New 
Harlem. Will be gauge for possible 
expansion to all-Negro vaude and 
band show, a la Apollo, 
tyro night once weekly. 

House is running straight films 
BOW. 


NO EXTRA P.A’S 


I. | bringing. 








‘Pony (Up) Boy’ 


Philadelphia, May 3. 
Bobby Heath, vet vaude ac- 
tor, m.c. and author of the tune 


‘Pony Boy,’ was ordered to 
pony up in domestic relations 
court here Jast Thursday (28) 
to support his two children. 
Heath, who gave |! real name 
as Robert Frear, was called to 
an accounting before Judge Jo- 
seph G. Tumollillo in an arrear- 


age of $1,450 in 
Robert, 12 and 
The Heaths were 


support for 
Eleanor ll. 


aivorced in 


1931. 

‘Aren't you the author of 
‘Pony Boy’?’ queried the Judge. 
‘Well, this is the place to pony 
up.’ 

Case was settled amicably 


when Mrs. Heath agreed to ac- 
cept $25 on the spot, cancel $585 


from the total and collect $2 
extra over regular weekly $10 
order until deficit was made up. 











SANDS PACTED 


— TO PRODUCE 
—INRIO 


Hal Sands, pioneer act exporter to 
South America, leaves New York, 
Saturday (7), under contract to pro- 
|'duce shows at the Casino de Urca, 
|'Rio de Janeiro. Formerly operating 
lout of New York and visiting Rio 
‘two months during the year, he will 
inow operate there and visit here. 
| Will be in complete charge of pro- 
duction on a salary and will get 
|commission for booking 
Sands is taking along Barron Lee’s 
|all-Negro band, which will be in- 





stalled along with two Yank acts he’s | 
Remainder of show is be- | 


|ing imported from Europe, including 
‘line of girls. 
j; bring down an all-American troupe 
to replace Europeans, with exception 
lof band, which is in for 14 weeks. 


| 


| In addition to the acts, he’s taking 





‘along over $7,000 in stage equip- 
j;ment, besides a stage electrician. 


| Marks first appearance of a colored 
|band at the Casino. 


F-M RETRENCHING 
IN N. Y.; DISMISSALS 


—__--—_ 








In line with economies for its New 
| York office, Fanchon & Marco is 
| leasing some of the space in its large 
quarters and letting several em- 
ployes go. Afents Harry Flamm and 
| Ed Elkford were dropped. 

The auditing department will be 
moved to main St. Louis office, 
when quarters there are completed. 
Girls around office have been of- 
fered posts in St. Louis, it’s stated 
but they'll be taken care of at Roxy 
; theatre or elsewhere in event they 
don’t want to Jeave town. Couple of 
others were let go. 


‘Theatre’s Plea Hearing 
Set in Dancer’s 36 Win 


| 
-_ ----— = 
| 


which has | 
| Sisters come in 


Appea 
Inc., on $3,000 judgment granted 
Jilda Paradise will be held in su- 
preme court, N. Y., tomorrow (5) 

Dancer, of Paradise and McDonald, 
fell and hurt her nose while appear- 


ing at the defendant’s Monroe the- 
atre, N. Y., Nov. 9, 1937. Verdict 
was handed down by Judge Ferdi- 
nand Pecora. Plaintiff charged that 


| theatre was never equipped for stage 
| appearances, stage being little more 
{than an apron and Jong in disuse, 


Morgan, Cross-Dunn, 
Raye-Naldi for Chez, Chi 
Chicago, May 3. 
Helen Morgan, Cross and Dunn, 
Raye and Naldi set for the new Chez 
Paree show starting June 3, 
Diamond Bros. and the Frazee 
this Friday ‘63 to 
replace the Yacht Club Boys, who 
head back to the Coast for a picture. 


Late next month he'll | 


| Canada, 


of Rhinelander Theatres, | 


Pennsy Rum Board Clamping Down 
Due to Mushroom Growth of Cafes 





- a - 
Philadelphia, May 3. 
For every 600 persons in Pennsyle 
vania, there’s one licensed spot 


ladling out bingewater by the drink, 
State Liquor Contro] Board reported 





this week. And the number of 
licenses is increasing at the rate of 
200 a month. 

Situash has caused so many beefs 
that immediate drive to reduce num- 
ber of okayed quencheries will begin 

| at once. Niteries are expected to run 
| into difficulty getting renewals when 
| present licenses expire. Cleanups 
| have already begun in Pittsburgh, 
Scranton and Wilkes-Barre. Phil- 
| lalnr!) ‘ 

| adelphia next. 

| 

| 

| 


J. Harkey Reiter, p.a. and contact 
| man for the Liquor Board, declared 
| Pennsy ‘absolutely dis- 
gusted’ y drinks are be- 
niteries and taprooms, 
was evidenced by fact 
shot have fallen off 25% 
months. 


citizens are 
with the way 
ing sold in 
| He said that 
sales DY the 


in past few 


Raps Det.'s ‘Blind Pigs’ 
Detroit, May 3 
with non-renewal of 
licenses last week by 
state rum board, Deiroit’s police 
pneelite ner, Heinrich Pickert, told 
| local nitery operators that he will 
| press extension of Detroit's closing 
| hour from 2 to 4:30 a.m. to stamp out 
|competish from ‘blind pigs.’ 
| ‘With numerous blind pigs open- 
ing at 1:30 a.m. to run through rest 
| of night for sippers seeking drinks 
| after licensed spots must close,’ Pick- 
'ert asserted, ‘I can see no reason 
why legitimate nite clubs should not 
| be permitted to remain open till 4:30 
|a.m. They would not have to stay 
|} open that Jate, but they should be 
permitted to do so.’ 
| Pickert’s suggestion drew blasts 
| from Jocal newspapers, which 
pointed out that if police know ‘pigs’ 
open at 1:30 um., they should do 
what they’re paid to do by clamping 
lid on ’em, ‘instead of making De- 
troit an open-all-night town just te 
meet unlawful competish.’ 

Decrease in the number of state- 
jicensed niteries from 20,292 last year 
to 16,100 this year is attributed to 
economic reverses and to drive being 
waged by state boarc to force un- 
desirables from liquor biz, 


Concurrent 
4,000 liquor 





Pittsburgh, May 3 
Harlem Casino, one of town’s lead- 
ing niteries, recently cited by Liquor 
| Control] Board for selling booze after 
hours, had its license suspended until 
; Aug. 7. Lou Mercur’s spot closed a 


| short time after raid and doesn’t in- 


tend to reopen until Labor Day. 
| Some of the other cafes’ around 
| town didn’t fare so well. None of the 
major cafes were involved but sev- 
eral minor operations drew suspen- 
sions of from one to three years, 


‘Ask More Proof 
Of Shea in Claim 
Vs. Bowes Ams 





Supreme court of New Brunswick, 
has requested more evi- 
dence from Jack Shea, who seeks to 
set aside 


temporary injunction 


granted Major Edward Bowes, re- 
straining Shea from using name 


‘winners’ on his partly amateur tour- 


nz units, 


Hearing and cross-examination of 
witnesses was held by I. Robert 
Broder, attorney and rep for Shea, 
April 29 in New York. Bowes’ state- 


ment that there is ‘no such thing as 


amateur winners’ might be construed 


as meaning that ims cant win, 


really. 
Trial will probably 
month, 


come up some 
time next when Shea will 
probably tour his vaude_ units 
through the maritime provinces. A 
regular summer beat. He was ree 
trained jast year from using the 
contested billing for his shows, 

Testimony of one am-was that he 
was re-engaged with a name change 
one year after initial eppearance on 
the Bowes program, 
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30 VARIETY 


nna 


FOR NITERIES | | Coincident with the tax evasion 
| investigation by the Federal govern- 








DEWEY CURIOUS 


ments in N. Y. Niteries 


|ment, it’s reported that District At- 
| torne 2y Thomas J. Dewey is sleuthing 
i the remnants of racket influence in 
New York niteries. 


Revenooers launched a qt. look- | 
| ¢ a} © 

ve lsee last week on the 3% tab tax | 

> 1, “atc oc j 

Detroit, May 3. among delinquent yee Local 

‘ - | dz ; reported interested in ascer- 

Near-by Flint is pondering an anti- d.a. is reporte ; peo e 
riage. dined rh wre taining how much of the racketeer 
noise tax on nitery music if it's audi- ? Ys 1] remains in Broadway 

ble outside spot after 1 a.m. Tunes rin wg ; 

could be heard inside between 1 and | >P° 


8 a.m., but if they’re heard on the 
streets, cops would be obliged to step ; 
in Hollywood Rest. s 
City Attorney Hyman Hoffman ‘. 

once ruled that cafe music and me- Equipment Sold To 
chanical music machines could be 
taxed only on grounds of protecting Sh ] Wh M Op 
public morals. But that necessitated et ey, 0 ay 
hiring a music censor to judge music camnnetsetiian 
and records played. While the entire equipment of the 

e’s ruled now, however, that a $5 
MBit fee can be clamped on each | Broadway nitery, was being ay at 
spot under the city’s power to pro- auction early this week by Oscar Ep- 


tect public health and safety and pre- | stein, a lease was reported to — 
erve the peace been closed for the premises. n- 
7 aliases . derstood that Jess J. Shelley has 





made a deal with the Central Han- 
Bank, trustees for the Juilliard 
estate. which controls the property. 

George Horowitz, who also negoti- 
ORGANIZING BY AFA ated the International Casine lease, 
\is stated to have been the broker, 
|'No plans for Shelley’s enterprise 
have been revealed as yet, but it is 
indicated that the former Hollywood 
will be continued as a shew busi- 
ness enterprise. 

Possibility 
Shelley, radio agents, being associ- 
ated in the venture. Latter is son of 
lessee 


over 


CROUP BARS HOTEL 


Attorneys for the Hetel Assn. of 
New York have stalled the hotel or- 
ganizing of the American Federa- 
tion of Actors for another week. 
Group has asked for another week 
until May 9, to consider demands 
presented after vacillating for a 
fortnight. 

AFA is going along with them, not 
anxious to become embroiled in any 
picketing or kindred activity. 

Both the National Variety Artists 
and the AFA were requested to file 


F-M JUDGMENT FILED 
VS. 4 IN MAE WEST UNIT 


additional briefs at preliminary iiccinaaiea 
hearing in Supreme Court, N. Y., Judgment was entered by Fan- | 
April 28, on NVA’s $250,000 libel ac- | chon & Marco against four men with 


tion against the actor union. Will be | Mae 
filed tomorrow (Thursday ). | yesterday 


Judge Ferdinand Pecora asked for | gregate commission 


West’s unit, in New 


(Tuesday), for an ag- 


|“ Wants te Know About Racket Ele- 


Hollywood restaurant, the shuttered | 


of Robert Coe and Lee | 


York 


of $600. Losers | 








te 
je15 YEARS AGO e 


(From Vaniery and Clipper) 





Paul Sydell was opening his act 


his turn with the pup. Dog was bet- 


| latter. 


into 
Act a 


‘Scandals’ and took the boys 
vaude at the Palace, Chicago. 
knockout. Did nine numbers. 


Van and Schenck at the Palace for 
the l4th week within the year. 
Powers elephants on the same bill 


Harry Jolson was at the Riverside, 
N. Y., and suffering from compari- 
son with his brother, Al 

Church in Ottawa, Kans. was 
showing films Friday nights, Picture 
{house retaliated by giving a free 


| show Sunday. 


Fannie Brice bought 
mansion, in the 70’s. Mrs. 
| stein then. 


the Colgate 
Nicky Arn- 


Waiter D. Hickman, of Indianapolis 
Times, picked the 10 best acts seen 
by him during the current 
Included were Sophie 
Samuels, Joe Cook, Jack Osterman, 
|} Olsen and Johnson, Morgan Dancers, 
| Van and Schenck, Chic Sale, Oriole 
Terrace Orch. and Marion Harris. 


season. 
Tucker, Rae 


| Jack Singer 
the former 
rupt. 


the sixth promoter of 


Work started on 
tre, Brooklyn, 


Ringling Bros. reported to be dick- 
ering for steamships to operate to 
Europe. Thought better of it. 

Sousa’s band 
icwcepe for the 
| exclusive of bi 
a gamble. 


had guarantees of 
season. This 
g city dates Llayed on 


Eddie Cantor signed a three-year 
; contract with Florenz Ziegfeld. Got 


added material before handing down | are Arvon Dale, Bradley Roberts, | 
decision on whether or not evidence | Frank Holliday, Jr., and James 
was sufficient to warrant action. | Cavanaugh. Lionel Newman, mu- | 


AFA had asked for dismissal on in- | sical director, also named. 
sufficient grounds. Court’s answer Male s.a. quartet was served with 
expected in about a week. an attachment last week while ap- 
——— pearing at Loew’s State, N. Y. They 
|ducked issue with statement that 
Pitt Cafe Op Fined $100 | they had received all their pay in 
‘ ° ‘ |advance, so nothing was attached. 
On Gambling Charges F. & M. claims they defaulted on 


l|eommish for agenting in California. 











Pittsouran, bested | Louis Randell is repping F. & M, 
George Seegan, proprietor of a 
White Mansions, town’s leading 


casino and hangout for theatrical 
crowd, which was recently raided 
by county authorities, was fined $100 
for possession of gambling equip- 
ment, though raiders found no evi- 
dence of actual gambling. 


Oriental Hex on U. S. 
Nitery Acts in Far East 


~ Seattle, May 3. 


Spot also lost its booze license, but 
got back $2,000 bond posted with 
liquor control board inasmuch as no 


war in China has put a stop to 
American acts and bands which he 
booked for years into Shanghai 


violations of liquor laws were} cabarets and other parts of Asia. 
found, White Mansions, 10 miles, Night clubs in the northwest are 
from downtown district, is now | slow in opening, but one, the Cal- 


closed and up for sale as a private 
residence, which it formerly was. 


Ore, at Klamath Falls, Ore., 
| with band and floor show May 5. 





BOOKING AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


LOEW BLDG. ANNEX 


160 WEST 46™ ST. NEW YORK 
Biyant 9-7800 





H. LUBIN 


5 
GENERAL MANAGER 


SIDNEY H. PIERMONT 


BOOKING MANAGER 


Ed Fisher, local booker, says the | 


starts , 





ter than the fiddle so he dropped the 


} 
Paul Whiteman closed with White’s 


VAUDE-NITE CLUBS—BURLESQUE _ 
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Nitery 


Wednesday, May 4. 
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Reviews 


| CHEZ PAREE 


with a violin solo before going into | 











easily here and looks cinch ne arly 
anywhere. 
(CHICAGO) Lou Breese’s orchestra deftly ac- 
companies the floor show and Plays 
—— for dansapation. Gold. 
Chicago, May 1. oe 

John & Edna Torrence, Al Bernie, 

Rosalind Murquis, Louis Da Pron, NIXON CAFE 

Yacht Club Boys (4), Lou Breese’s (PITTSBURGH) 

orch. Socialite 

— Pittsburgh, May 1. 

With other niteries folding or yelp- (Frank Hall, Carlisle Sisters. Jean 
ing about poor business, the Che2j]andis 2 Georges Woods & pF Sony 
Paree is taking the bit in its teeth] 4ngelo Di Palma, Bob Carter ty 
and plowing through. Results indi- Eichler’s orch). : ” 
cate that the town’s premier nitery 
will ride through okay Biz Friday . f : , 

(299) night good ’ Everywhere else thes re crying 
: Oe the blues but the Nixon is only 
Yacht Club Boys (4) heading the singing ’em, with biz good and sum- 

show and doing a solid job. Quartet| mer no bugaboo with that cooling 

seems able to handle old material plant installed year ago In poe + 

and yet keep its flavor. They work] Tony Conforti used to clo e sh 

earnestly and help pace the bill well. during the warm months Rene oe 

John and Edna Torrence, Chi faves, | for continued prosperity are wntale 

20 Over excellently with their ball- tiple—long-established rep good 

room dances. The personable pair] food, first-rate music, smart service 

| comes through with a couple of new only bonded booze at mode ate 
|} ones which click, particularly the prices and the town's tops in floor 

Mexican. entertainment. 

Al Bernie is a good impersonator Current show pretty lightweight 
but he isn't satisfied unless he gives}; but fairly acceptable in intimate 
an impression of everybody. Runs | quarters. Headliners are dance 
a grave risk of wearing an audience | team of Woods and Bray, sock here. 
out. Best results here with Paul| Gal is a deaf mute, which is an- 
Muni bit. Single singer on the show | nounced before their first appear- 
is Rosalind Marquis, who makes a]ance, but audience’s sympathetic at- 
wholesome appearance. She's best] titude is dispelied as soon as they 
with ballads and the more sedate|swing into action. She’s a remark- 
numbers. Her personality militates| ably expert stepper, and in a good- 
against her hotcha tunes. looking ballroom number, a. col- 

Louis DaPron is a smart looking | legiate tap and finally an acrobatic 
dancer with ay of ability. Ov er| (Continued on page 56) 


Shubert units to go bank- | 


the Albee thea- | 


was | 


10% of the weekly gross against a/| 
guarantee Dillingham had been 
after him. 

Most of the Broadway shows were 


in the cut-raters 

Chicago theatres were in a terrific 
slump. Even the dance 
could not explain the 


hall craze 
drops. 


National Broadcasters Assn. formed 
in Chicago. To fight ASCAP royal- 
ties. About 60 stations represented, 





Famous Players announced it 
would produce only specials during 
the coming season. Following che 
Goldwyn lead of no program pics, 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 

Mansfield, ex-Ziegfelder, 

ozoning up here, is holding 
| up well after her recent nerve up. 
Aaron Shapiro, who messed around 
| the former NVA sanatorium, is now 
| an okay local entertainer and story 
| teller. 

Chamber of Commerce, churches, 
local organizations and lodges are all 
interested in the drive for the Will 
Rogers Memorial Hospital, which 
has always gone over the top. Local 
Pontiac theatre to make collections. 
A. B. Anderson in charge. 

Fixing up of Camp Intermission 





| 


Lillian 
who is 


Rinzler, George 
Goldstein. 
| Bill Janney, 
here and then left, is 
to the Will -Rogers. 
Fox arrived 
Rogers three 
gained 30 
a sure hit 
Added 
Mrs. 
half is ozoning at 


Anderson and Izzy 
who saw a 
coming back 
here at 
monihs 
pounds 
to be home 


Jimmie 
Will 
has since 
soon, 

the 
whose 

Will 
and will 
Boy is improving 


Surprises to 
Hubert Carlson, 
the 
came up unannounced 
cash for awhile. 
Joe McCarthy, 
molars, gumming 
licked the 
vers, 40, has the measles 
Write te those vou kaow 
'nac and elsewhere who are ill. 


> ° 
LUSS 


Hazel 


} hash. 

| 

‘ mamns and 
i 


mess up 


the 
zo. He 
and is 


colony: 
better 
{ogers, 
va- 
minus all of his 
Kelly 


Sil- 


in Sara- 


teas. Sali, Reopens 


In Union City with Stock 
Hudson theatre, Union City, N. J., | 
st 
reopened Sunday 


formerly a spoke in the Izzy Hir 
burlesque wheel, 
night (1) with 
House had been 
Jules Leventhal, 


stock burley 
leased to 
but 


show 


Hirst by 
when the lease 


YOUNG’ 5 APOLOGETIC 
BALLY GETS RESULTS 


‘leveland, 
of George 
poor burlesk 


May 3 
Young's Roxy, 
season and a 


* | Folding 
after a 


expired Leventhal took over and is two-week fling at sex pix, hit a new 
now operating. japologetic note. Young quietly 
Lineup lists Charles (Tramp) Mc- ‘closed doors and pasted this ex- 
Nally, Jack Heath, Pinto and Della, Planatory 24-sheet above them, ‘Con- 
Lee Hickman, Bubbles Yvonne, |ditions being what they are at this 
_Elsie Seigal, Jean Mode, Barbara time, it has become impossible to 
| Doane and 16 chorus and showsgirls, | Secure attractions of high enough 
iniiniasipeigicaaehatniimmiicaiiagials calibre to please our clientele 

Rather than hurt our reputation 

FOUR N. Y. BURLEYS GET with inferior shows, we prefer to 
wait until theatrical conditions im- 

3-MONTH OK RENEWALS prove. We thank you for your 


Four of the current five burlesque 
houses in New York had their 1] 
censes renewed for another three- 


month period by Commissioner 
Moss Monday (2), 

They were the Republic, 
and the People’s 
the Star, Brooklyn. Fifth, 
Boro, was granted a 
permit when it opened April 16. 


. all Manhattan 





| levine’ $ Counter- Suit 


Detroit, May 3. 
Claiming her 


| ful suit for divorce, 


Paul 


three-month | 


husband's unsuccess- 
in which it was 


previous patronage and hope to see 
you again at a near future date.’ 

Candid announcement stirred up 
i- sO much comment from natives who 
said they want flesh strippers back 
that Young is convinced burly isua't 
dead, after all. 


Eltinge 


Pittsburgh, May 8. 
Last time Sammy Kaye played 
Pittsburgh, at a roadhouse dance 
| spot, his salary was around $650 for 
the week. That was less than a year 


the rod Kaye’s $ MG i in Pitt 
| 


| ago. He'll come back next month 
| for six days at the Stanley, WB 
deluxer, for $4,000. Date isn’t deti- 


eet ; : : nite yet, but’ll probably be June 3. 
|claimed she posed in the nude at . . on . 

‘eggs : For week of May 27, the Stanley 
their wedding party, had hurt her é‘ : , 
° has Phil Regan, a return engage- 
| professionally, : 


Zorine, 
is filing crossbill for 
Myron B. Lloyd, Jr., 
Oasis nitery here. 
Zorine, whom 
dancing and 
,the nude at 


manager 


being 


their wedding 


3 Stooges’ Weise Dates 


Three Stooges (Howard, Fine and 
Hollywood mak- 


Howard), now in 


| (Wm. Morris Camp) recalls that) ing shorts for Columbia, come east REDUCED TO 

‘Mother’ Morris will soon be here. | at end of this month for vaude. : a oe as 
William Cacace, usher from a Open at Earle, Philly, May 27, and $10.95 and $15 95 

Brooklyn Loew theatre, is a new-j| play following stanza at Earle, . 

| comer at the Will Rogers. A little Washington. Formerly 

| red, tats all. | Act is getting $2,000 net for the $49.50 to $89.50 
Carlean Knight had her appendix | dates, hike over salary turn used 

removed by Dr. Woodruff. Op was | to recei 1.750. DEP) T 

a big success. ae ee tae LILY HEFFERNAN 
Lotsa birthdays this past week!} 622 North Michigan Avenue 

Isabelle Rook, Hazel Gladstone, Lee Clif Riwacle’ _— CHICAGO 


Hollywood, 
Edwards, 


May 3. 
Clift 


Benny 


Surf Cluo Boys and Jack Swift have JACK KEPPEL 
been set for a vaude tour that will (WILSON, KEPPEL & BETTY) 
carry them through the middle west Dress 
and east. 
Frank Purkett managing the 


which 
day (Tues.). 


group, ypened Denver t 


Fred Evans Leaves Chi 


Chicago, May 3. 
aves Balaban & Ka 
director 


Fred Evans le 
as dance 
atre after several years as producti 
head 

Understood taking over 
of a top local nitery for 


'peason, 


producti 
the 


nudist dancer, 
divorce avainst 


of the 


Lloyd charged with 
photographed in 
party, 
will charge cruelty and non-suppor 


Leight, the 


»f the Chicago the- 


summer 


ment for the Irish tenor. Manage- 

‘ment is trying to line up ZaSu Pitts 
for the same bill. Benny Goodman 
is another also set for a repeat in 
June. 








‘| —-SALE- 
100 
EVENING GOWNS 
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Billy Roses Casa 


VARIETY HOUSE REVIEWS _ 








in Streamlined 


Vaude Click; Two-a-Night Shows 


Lou Holtz, Allen & Kent, with Jim 
and Maud Kennedy, Paut Sudell & 
Spotty, Ruth Petty. Harriet Hoctor. 
Georgie Tapps, Helen Morgan. Vin- 
cent Lopez’s Orch, ‘Small Time Cav- 
alceade’—Jones & Grannon. Eddie 


+ 





'd’hote dinners scale up to $4.75 for 


Eddy, Bigelow & Gerald, Billy Hess.' 


Melva Sisters, Rosebuds (5): opened 
May 1 at Casa Manana, N. Y. 


‘Streamlined’ vaudeville at Billv 
Rose’s Casa Manana ‘nee the French 
Casino) on Broadway bids fair to 
click. It may be a vital turning 


point in the comeback of vaudeville. 
Instead of two-a-day, it’s now twi 
shows a night, albeit presented un- 
der somewhat sirange circumstances 
But it holds more than enough t 
appease the vaude diehards, and is 
surrounded with enough of the 1938 
aura to shape up saiisfactorily all 
around, 

It’s a summer cheat = for the caba- 
ret-restaurant, but very commercial. 
It’s good hot weather fare, and while 
allegedly inspired by the click Sun- 
day night guester policy during the 
previous revue, it’s something which 
may point the way to a permanent 
siatus. 

Among the’ showmanly 
which Rose is initiating is the $1.10 
admish charge for the upper shelf. 
which pe.mits viewing 4e show and 
dancing between sessions, but doesn’t 


stunts 


obligate any buying of food or} 
drinks. The fact that the balcony 
(usually tough to sell, since they 


naturally all want downstairs tables) 
happens to be contiguous to a con- 
venient mezzanine bar of course 
means a higher average check. On 
the other hand, if ihat policy is to 
enjoy public good-will, seme reports 


the first night about the upstairs 
waiters ‘hustling’ drink orders 
should be curbed. 

Holtz paces the show brightly, 
using a stock gay that Rose is ‘a 


cheap guy’; that he pays actors 40 
bucks, etc., although it’s a little over- 
done towards the end. But he’s an 
okay conferencier fcr the spot, and, 
when in doubt, a Lapidus story is a 
cinch, especially for a Broadway- 
type audience such as the Casa 
draws. Some of the gags are doubt- 
ful, but he gets away with ’em., 
although the one about ‘how's the 


show,’ ‘well, you ought to know, 
you were in it,’ is more stag than | 
nitery. The story about the acrobat 


is a nifty for the shew-wise bunch, 
but rather tradey for mixed audi- 
ences. However, he paces every- 
thing well an’ knows how to prop- 
erly present the talent. 

Helen Morgan's comeback is some- 
thing of a sentimental event. Al- 
ready one of the Broadway immor- 
tals, as evidenced by her ‘Show 
Boat’ medley click, the songstress, 
in a lavender-and-old-lace costume, 
and possessed of the same wistful 
charm, proves socko all th way. 

Hirriet Hoctor's finished ballerina 
work; Lopez's batoning, including a 
couple of piano solos that ties things 
up; George Tapps’ expert tapster- 
ing; Paul Sydell and Spotty, plus a 
couple of other clever terriers; 
Allen and Kent, with their 
contrasted with Jim and Maud Ken- 
nedy’s old-school hardshoe stepping, 
and Ruth Petty comprise the rest of 
the show. 

Finale is a revival of Rose’s ‘Small 
Time Cavalcade,’ which he first de- 
buted at his Manhattan Music Hall 
several years ago, and which he had 
at the Texas exposition last year. 
Act comprises an oldiime song and 
dance team (male), Swiss bellringer, 
musical bottle act, old-style prima 
and hoke cello accompanist, et al. 


taps, | 


the steak course. Food seems below 
the quality heretofore established at 
the French Casino, which Rose, 
being the smart showman that he is, 
should recognize is false economy. 
As a cabaret-theatre, tr> basic: ap- 
peal is still the kitchen and the cel- 
lar. The show may be great, but it 
can't entirely off-et careless cuisine, 
although that’ an obvious problem 
when catering to a turn-out 
of 1,000 people at dinner. Abel. 


ABC, PARIS 


Mass 


Paris, April 26. 

Paul Grail & Jac Alain, Pablo, 
Robert Rocca, Sonia with Gansser & 
Marco, Marianne Oswald, The Maginis 
(2), Charles Trenet, Larry Adler. 
Edith Piaf, Max Regnier’s orch, Nor- 
bert Vincent, George Pomel. Yvonne 
Biron, Paul Maye, Ferrary, Lionel 
Cazaux’s house orch, 


Although this one is a step down 


from the last bill here, it possesses 
sufficient to keep them coming. 
House is still the only one in town 


vith straight vaude. Topping is Max 


Regnier, local radio star, and the 
Musiciens Humoristes, an 11-piece 
band. Held over from first bill is 
Charles Trenet, baritone. 

Openers are Paul Grail and Jac 
Alain, caricaturists. Their rhymed 


patter is better than their art but for 
the spot they pull okay. Pablo is a 
smooth | sleight-of-hander, working 
with cards and cigarets. Nothing out 
of the ordinary but it’s well done for 
a good draw. 

Robert Rocca pays more attention 
to words than music, actually doing 
little more that reciting to musical 
accompaniment. The words. are 
amusing, however, and he garners 
well. Sonia, Gansser and Marco pull 
heavily with their comic acro 
dancing. Would be appreciated al- 
most anywhere. 

Marianne Oswald, husky 
warbler, does well enough 
some French torch songs. 


voiced 
with 
Her voice 


is okay for her type of songs, but 
that’s all she has. There’s only a 
vague impression that she’s trying 


to entertain. 

The Maginis are a pair of first rate 
acrobats and draw accordingly. Their 
routine has some difficult hand- 
stands, which they execute well 
Trenet winds up the first half with 
the same songs he did two weeks 
ago. But he again grabs first honors 
in the handslapping. 

Larry Adler’s harmonica playing 
clicks to open second half. Excellent 
showmarchin on his part to play 
Ravel's ‘Bolero’ and announce {ft as 
the ‘chef d’oeuvre’ of modern music. 
Orchestra has a little trouble keep- 
ing up with him near the end but 
that makes no difference—he praises 
a Frenchman and that sells him. 
Edith Piaf, formerly Mome Piaf, still 
puts across her sad chants in a way 
that takes. Her comedy songs are 
better done now and she profits by it. 

With Regnier on this bill are 
Yvonne Biron, Paul Maye, Norbert 
Vincent, George Pomel and _ the 
Musiciens Humoristes. Scene opens 
with specialties by various members 
of the band and song by Miss Biron, 
Mave, Regnier, Vincent and Pomel. 


| Pulls okay and gives way to sketch 


Miss Petty. heralded as from Chi- | 


cago, making her ‘Broadway debut,’ 
is a looker songstress. She's 
around, last caught at Loew's 
pheum, N. Y., in 1935, but has 
parently acquired the grooming 
polish she then lacked. Okay 
niteries. 

The Kennedys’ contrasting dance 
steps of yesteryear to Allen and 
Kent's present-day shag and truckin’, 
to shov that basically thev haven't 
really changed, is a nice touch. 

Miss Morgan does two stints. open- 


Or- 
ap- 
and 
for 


ing with ‘Please Be Kind.’ Her 
‘Joseph’ number isn't the best type 
for her. Tapps’ swing version of 
‘Student Prince’ ane his rhumba tap 
solo are standouts. He wears inter- 
esting costuming that’s new and 
qualifies hm for the class cafes 
He's doubling from ‘I'd Rather Be 


Right,’ the Geo: g¢ 
Lopez's band 


M. Cohan show. 
dresses the stage 


centre, as against ‘he former two 
bands flanking the rostrum, and 
works har’ and long » performing 
for the show and also for terp music 
‘Small Time Cavaleade’ comprises 
Jones and Granno Eddie Eddy, 
Bivelow and Gerald. Billy He 
Melva Sisters, Rosebuds (five beef- 


trust choristers) 


Havward. 
The 


1 
cnanvec 


Nat Burns and Ina 


‘streamlined varieties’ show 


fariniaohile. Corills 1 ftrec 
TOTimMIeNniiv: 


may be in next show. New summe 
scale droos the minimum from $2.50 
© $2, although the eleciive table 


been | 


by Regnier and Ferrary. 

Regnier takes vart of an old guide 
at Ronceveau. He has an old French 
story of Charlemagne, Rolland and 
Olivier balled up and draws laughs 
steadily as he rattles off his twisted 
version to tourists. Hugo. 


HIPP, BALTO 





Baltimore, May 1. 


Readinger Twins, Tom _ Barry. 
Florence Mayo & Pansy, Rufe Davis. 


The Mavzellos, Felice Iula’s house 
orch; ‘There's Always a Woman’ 
(Col). 

This is a somewhat brief but 


punchy four-act bill paced by Tom 
Parry, m.c. in front of Felice lIula’s 


house orchestra on stage Gets off 
to a bang-up opening with the 
Readinger Twins, personable young 
femmes, in a type of ballet that’s a 
welcome change from th? ordinary 
hooferv current. Do three routine 
to sclid reception with closing in- 
terpretation of the ‘Donkcy’s Sere- 
nade’ standing out 

Barry, on here with an_ Irish 


ballad, follows by introducing 
Florence Mayo and Pansy, the trick 
horse, well routined and standard 
Gets laughs 3arry back for a 
medley of ‘Sweet as a Sone’ and | 
‘Rosalie.’ Sells in good style and 
m.c.’s well 

Rufe Davis, doing } familia m- 
nersonations and h Jb‘) comedy 
verv strong and a bcgoffi ifter 
numerou encores Apr ! again 

ith the Maxellos. who fell ith 
their olid rislev tuff nicelh 
blended with laugh getting clowning 
and comedy. Burm 


MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


M. H. Glee Club. Frederick 
Schweppe, Jan Peerce. Stuart Mor- 
gan Dancers (4). Rockettes. M. H. 
Symph, with Erno Rapee. conductor: 
‘There's Alwaus a Woman’ (Col). re- 
viewed tu 


Lrled count. 


Coupled to Columbia's ‘There's 
Always a Woman, the Musie Hall 
currently presents the first of four 


stage shows glorifying the 1939 New 
York World's Fair as a civie gesture. 
Which is a swell special break for 
the expo, now beginning to saiurate 
the town with publicity. 

As entertainment the salute isn't 
strong on either -ction or gaiety. It 
overplays the G e Club, which ap- 
pears twice, fiag drill by 
the ballet intervening. Glee C 


ith only a 
lub’s 


singing, as always, is excellent, but 
the very necessiiv for taking up a 
fixed posture on the stage and hold- 
ng it creates a stalled-machinery 
effect that the Musie Hall. bv its 
very bigness and intermittent clum- 
siness should presumably guard 


against. 

Music Hall persists in ending so 
many of its tebleaus and scenes with 
full company on stage, necessitating 
a disorganized exit in semi-darkness 
Awkwardnesses of this nature are 
so out of keening with the slickness 
| of the productions generally. 


First, the Glee Club, wearing 
masks, black jackeis. frock trousers 
and fedoras, to look like exposition- 
maker Whalen. sing ‘The Grover 
Boys.’ Frederick Schweope lead 
the singing. When it’s throuvh, the 
warblers are left stranded. Electri- 
cian covers their retreat. 

Following comes he flag maneu- 
vers (exposition colors providing 


motif). which ignored a 100% natural 


lexit when, with spoilights from the 
wings, the girls. pennants flowing, 
drift off. Instead. the girls return 


and an anti-climax again leaves one 
of those how’ll-we-get-off emerzen- 
cies that the electrician had to take 
care of. 

‘The Blueprint’ returns the 
voices for ‘Songs of Steel,’ by 
dith Willson ‘(NBC west 
maestro), led by Jan Peerce. 
the exit dangles. 
| ‘Perisphere and Trylon’ requires 
elevating from the subterranean cav- 


male 
Mere- 
coast 


Again 


erns of the theatre an entire stage- 
ful of symbolic. settings. Draws 
audience applaus. on flask and size. 


Four adagio artists. the Siuart Mor- 
gan dancers, are the absolute-posi- 
tively of their kind. Throws, catches, 


antics of the three ry -n in tossing 
labout the girl open floodgates of 
sasps. Good for international book- 


Rockettes provide the usual 

climax. Erno Rapee. conducting the 

Symphonv. offers a ‘Southern Rhap- 

sodv’ by Hosmer. 
Biz good. 


ing. 


Land. 


QUEENSBORO, L. I. 


Gangler Bros. Circus, Dippy Diers 
& Co., Herbert Renurd & Co. Lor- 
raine & Dale. 


This 2.000 seat house has been 
used intermittently for pictures and 
weekend legit, but for the past sev- 
eral months has been operating only 
one night weekly. on rental to an 
Elmhurst (Long Island) church for 
bingo. It was taken over a few 
weeks ago by the Inter-City Amus. 
Co., headed by Carl Young and Billy 
Jackson, for weekend vaude. House 
reopened with that policy April 29 
doing three shows Thursday and Fri- 
day and four Saturday and Sunday. 

Initial bill lists the Gangler Bros. 
| circus, Dinpy Diers and Co., clowns, 





|and the Herbert Renard aerial act. 
| An acro turn; Lorraine and Dale. 
! added at the matinee performance 
| Saturday. Biz light opening night. 
| considering the size of the house, 


composed chiefly of juves, although 
the matinee was reported fairly vood. 

If the current show is a sample of 
what's to come, policy should click 
when word gets around. It’s strictly 
nabe stuff and at 15-25-35c scale is 
good value. 

Gangler’s circus occupies the stage 
for the greater part of the two-hour 
show. with a varietv of animal acts. 
Trained dogs, a wair of bears, one 
of whom was surly end was allowed 


116 Dansconettes, hes patrons tied in a | 


| 


knot. 

Vying with Blue for laughs is 
Georges Campo, in opening slot. 
Pantomime Apache burlesque, topped 
off by some smooth acroing sends 
him off to big applause. Gali-Gali 
Egyptian illusionist, is back with 
better stuff than at previous stint 
here. Tricks embellished by nis 
slick chatter. 

Virginia Verrill makes her en- 
| trance as a bride, down a long stair- 
way, and is preceded by house line 
in appropriate garb. Gets off sev- 
eral novelty tunes and ballads. in- 
cluding ‘That Old Feeling. Also 
helps Blue in the minuet finale. Be- 
sides backing up Miss Verrill, the 
Dansonettes (formerly the Gae 
Foster Girls, redubbed recently by) 
house) turn in a snazzy opener and 
then pair off for the minuet 

Sam Jack Kaufman batons the 
hou e's pit orchestra through ; pop 
tune overture, then take boy on 


stage to a patio setting tor rest of 


bill. Also m.c.’s Frank Conn 
house tenor, does couple of numbe 
in overture and then also goes on 
stage to warble for the wedding 


setto. 
Fair biz at 
evening. 


show Fridev 


Pete. 
PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Kay Kyser’s orch, Virginia 
Ish Kabibble, Harry Babbit, 
Mason, Kyser Glee Club, Don 
‘College Swing’ (Par) rei 
VARIETY, April 27 


late 


Sinis 
Sully 
Baker, 
iewea ii 


The’ croix-de-guerre for Par: 
mount stage bands and swing-singers 
is whether or not it inspires the slap- 


happy jitterbugs to shag in the aisles 
|If the wacky alligators are suddenly 
|moved to big-apple down the aisle, 
| that’s the alpha and omega of win- 
ning vour P at the Paramount. Kay 
| Kyser, despite the pseudo-erudition 
|of his ‘Musikal Kollege Klass’ bill- 
ing, repeats the solid-sendings of his 


| predecessors, Goodman, Dorsey, et 
lal. A detailed notice of Kay Kvyse1 
‘is under Band Reviews this week 
Bob Weitman has given Kyser a 
ijnice setting, with the ushers in 


| mortar-boards and gowns for atmos- 





| that 


phere. They’re also in a proper co- 
educational mood by not frowning 
too severely on the cats who are 
moved to the dance 

Coupling ‘College Swing’ (Par) 
with Kyser is of course an obvious 
natural as a booking Just to com- 
plete the spring-is-here cycle. Don 


Baker, the organist. does his songa- 
log against a baseball diamond back- 
ground, and whams out a neat tally 
of his own. 

AS a cross-rection of contempo- 
reneous Americana, chese opening 
day frolics with the swing bands are 


really something to see—the denort- 
ment of the kids, the didoes of the 
jitterbugs, the whole-hearted 9 and 
lusty-throated vocalizing with the 
organ-community sings. and the like 
Also their enthusiasm in nolling for 
their band favorites Richt now 


Tommy Dorsey and Benny Goodman 
are one-two. With Kyser current 
makes three bespectacled 
mrestros who get the kids wacky. 
Next booking. Gene Raymond ner- 


in which he co-stars 
Rradna. is another good counlins. 
Biz looks socko this session, chiefly 
because of the Kyser drag. Abel. 


Indianapolis, May 1 
Wonderettes, Grant 
Duffin & Lewis. 


Schichtl's 
Gardner, Gine, 


tantes (12); ‘Four Men and a Prayer 
(20th). 


House is giving the customers 
plenty of variety, mixing band. unit 
and vaude shows. This week's acts 
are above average and are liked by 
the ticket buyers. Opens” with 
Schichtl’s Royal Wonderettes. clever 
puppet show, performed on a stace 


within the regular stage. Kiddies go 
for it big. Man and woman come out 





to exit in short order, monkeys. a 
six-month old leonard, a_ schooled 
hillyeoat. and the pony ured in the 
Shirley Temn'e starrer. ‘Curly Top.’ 

Renerd aericl act is a standout. 
Dinnv Diers does his stacked-toble | 
roeking routine spne the chail 
thoug!} nce being hurt. 

FOX, DETROIT 
Detroit. Mayu 3 

Sem Jack Kaufmen’s howee orch 
Georaes Camno., Fronk Connors 
Dansonettes (16) Gali-Golit. House 
Cherie Viroinia Verrill Ben Blue: 


‘Battle of Broadwaw’ (20th). 


Ben Blue teuche off a rot of 
lnuch the headliner of the 60- 
ninwute nere I re r) trin- 
ner ( or g ‘ cl 1 terr 
et ¢ ce f he ‘ ‘ le ‘ 
thele t cic le pf ‘ { ! 

t ‘ ‘ tT 

PR} ? 4 ‘ Per” } ai 

der ae } CONES ¢ 
Ru n ¢ rT ¢ nd an elahborate 


front for good reception at end, 
Followed by Grant Gardner, who 


opens with ocarina playing. Then 
goes into some serious Swiss bell 
ringing. Helped by his daughter, 
who sopranos a couple of semi- 
clessical tunes. Okay number two 
act 

The Debutantes (12) do some nre- 
cision stepping to introduce Gine 
Duffin, and Lewis in a_ ballroom 
dance burlesque. Trio does some 
difficult tricks smoothly. but the 
falls are a little too obvio for good 
comedy. Would be better in straight 
routine. as bill has plenty of comedy 
anyway. Deb return te te core 
heavily when they close th ¢ 
marching drum number 

Monroe Bros. do a sock trampoline 
act, that wins them plenty of hand 
hammering. Tricks are toned dowr 
in favor of comedy. mostly sunnlied 
by one with his trick 4 and } 


mushing double-talk ex 
them. 


Johnny Burke, snotted next te 
closing. does his soldier routine ! 
tattered army unife : © ect he 
hese heey doing for ‘ t 
ood for plenty of laurt fF 
vith niano hit iy hic he } 
orchestra members ;: tnev he 
vet tovether on arrange ent of «« 
crol tunes nlaved af once 

B Z oki y at last re Fric ‘ 29) 

Kile 


sonaling with ‘Stolen Heaven’ (Par). | 
with Olvympe | 


VARIETY 


Ss} 


— 


STATE, N. Y. 





Buddy Rogers’ orch, Marvel Muze 
well, Bob Hannon, Jack Dougles. 3 
Nonchalants, Bob DuPont. Frouk 
Payne, Linda Moody; ‘Big Broadcast 


of 1838 (Par). 

It’s a little less hectic around the 
State this week, what with Mae 
West vampin’ to Boston, but Buddy 


Rogers still attracts a crop of stage- 
door flaps. But more important is 
Rogers’ expert unit on the rostrum. 
which is versatile and entertaining 
in its components, It’s the best Rog- 
ers band. The ex-‘America’s Boy 
Friend’ of the screen now bills it 
swing band, and mixes up the 
dansapation with a cavalcade of ve- 


as a 


riety specialists. Unit runs about an 
hour of solid entertainment s 
nicely paced and yet doesn't meke 
a band-stooge out of Rogers’ com- 
bo. 

First specialist is Lindan Mood, 
okay tapster. Bob Hannon. tenor 
solist, with ‘Moon of Manakccr: 
likewise registers. Then a standout 
band number, impressions of he 
more eminent trumpet-maestros, let- 
ting their theme songs or their par- 
ticular styles identify them In- 
cidentally, this one is something of 
a switch on the technique of Kay 
Kyser’s band, currently at the Para- 
mount across Times Sauare. 

From the start, Buddy Rogers’ 


(Continued on page 58) 


New Acts 


STUMP AND STUMPY 
Comedy Dancing 
® Mins, 
Stanley, Pittsburgh 
Colored kids have a crack act that 
would be a 


cinch anywhere, even 
without the Cab Calloway  bick- 
ground here. They were around a 


year ago with Benny Davis unit un- 
der a different name, but needed «& 
little polish then, which they've ac- 
quired with room to spare. 

Mainstay is the older lad, who's 
slick comedian in addition to a hoof- 
er par excellence. Comedy dancing 
is surefire and the taller one just 
muggs between getting his breath 
again and there are shades of Ham- 
tree Harrington in his hey-dev and 
even a suggestion of Bert Williams. 
Younger boy is all right on his feet, 
too, and does some imitative chatter 
for a filler that’s good for plenty of 
laughs, particularly when he turns 
out to be a W. C., Fields in blackface. 

They should dig up something 
tricky for a fadeaway, they'll need 
it. As thines stand now. Stumn and 
Stumpy just can’t get off gracefully 

ithout seeming unanpreciative 
They tied the show un for at least 
two minutes here before Callowzy 
finally stepped in. Cohen 
FRANK PAYNE 
Mimic 
5 Mins.: Band Set 
Loew’s State, N. Y. 

Frank Payne is a clever mime. 
His takeoffs are off the beaten track: 
more characterizations, rather than 
the usual gamut of imitating the pop- 
uler radio stars. 

The onening ‘Ezra’ imoresh fs a bit 
too locally restricted, but gets by be- 
cause of the noveltv. The rest sre 


!all right, including the business with 


;} the automobile race, 


Monroe Bros., Johnny Burke, Debu-_ 


the wihzzing 
cars, the roor of the crowd. ete. In 
between: Edger Rergen and Charlie 
MreCarthv, Joe E. Brown. et al. 
Payne is presented with the Buddv 
Rovers band set -s nart of the unit 
and gets over solidly. A cinch for 
nitery work. Abel. 


UNIT REVIEW 


ROYAL REVELS REVUE 


(WELLER, ZANESVILLE, O) 





Zanesville. O., May 1 
Bobby Henshaw, Vicki & Kay, 
Hardina Sisters, Raymon Henshaw, 
Pegay Dean, Hazel Kennedy, Gilbert 
Snyder, Hashi Osai, Ellison. Sisters, 
‘The Crime of Dr. Hallet’ (U). 





Bob Henshaw. of radio and vaude. 
back to his first love as star of his 


own stave unit. Several good and 
some mediocre turns but  flech- 
hungry patrons here seem to like it. 
Nothing pretentious in staging, but 
a fast-paced revue that has possi- 
hilities Program crowded into le: 


then an hour. 


Hensh.w, native of Ohio. solos 


with } sweet and low songs. ac- 
companied by uke. Most of } 
renertoire is pons. 

Vicki and Kav. swine dance 
tart the how fast Wardrobe < 
fops and their routine mostiv new 
here Harding Sisters do a fi: 
turn loeded with tap and acre 
tricks ,0w out to pgeneren AO- 
nlauese, tamon Henshaw, a brother 
of the tar. clowns and sings nor 
ongs that register well, Pesvav Deny 

entertaining with her chetter ar 
Hazel Kernedy acceptably sinve and 
cances Cilhert Snvder ra] three 
fineered r t co f hot ¢ ‘ 
fram the ir men? ae ‘ 

( Hach ds¢ 
oO alt eieks. Sand 

f } S t ¢ ] ‘ 
| pot with 
f ‘ Atten mee ‘ 
‘ he unit appeared at the 

Welle Mac 
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Variety Bills 


NEXT WEEK (May 9) 
THIS WEEK (May 2) 


Numerals in connection with bills below 
show. whether full 








indicate opening day of 
or split week 




















Cabaret Bills 


NEW YORK CITY 











4in 1 
Earle, Washington 
Week May 6th 

LAMBERTONS 
MISS MIGNONE 
BOBBY LANE 
HELENE WYNN 
& SMITH 


Havana-Madrid 




















PITTSBURGH 


WASHINGTON 





Paramount 





GREENSBORO 


fotel Half Moon 
©. Carolina (11-12) Mote! Ha 7 


" caretina (6-2) 


Ww INSTON. _— EM 


Ss AN ANTONIO 





Hotel MeAlpin 





Hildegarde H alliday 


we 


Wajesticn (5-7) Hotel New Yorker 
r R 


N v 
rit, ADELPHIA 


J & H Wilson 


N. oe ma Patastes 


Pi r reste Ron 


w ASHING TON 





RN Bi i) a pis ta 








a th <i 


‘ene 








KANSAS CITY 
INDE AN APOL Is 
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BidEY Gs: 








tens of May 2 


GREENWICH 


LEYTONSTONE 


“CAMDEN Town 


lee eee 


Footlights Club 





WALTHAMSTOW 


OMe Dn cS 





International Cusine 


Provincial 
Week of May 2 





a ar 


Leona Rice 
Maxine Wingo 
Lorraine Gerard 
Jan Garber Ore 


CHICAGO 


! ! 
Elsie Dvorak Tionel Rand Ore 
Kathleen Fitz Barbara Parks 
Kuy Parsons K & R Paige | 
Boris Aplon Johnny Cos 
Bob Regent Alan Carnes 
Albert Ward | Liberto & Owens 
Ancil Sweet | Shannon Dean 


4 MeNallie Sis 
Piace Elegante 


Jimmy Kelly's | 


Toe Capello Ore 


Mary Lane |W Palermo Orc 
tohn Roc kwood Bill Farrell 
Tauva j Ernest Franz 
Pegey de la Plante! Vincent Det'os ‘ 
Carter & Schaub Rex Gavitte 
a : i . Viantation Club 
tuvel & Marce 
In ah fle oss ? abi Alston Orc 
Ciladyvs .Fave Simmons 
| Leslie tal) sh Brown 
Georgette |} Aven Lone 
Mareevae (ine [J Morton & Margo 
I iret Grey aot: 
S“aiitos & Elvira re wren ! : 
Danny Higgins Andersen Sis 
Vaughn Comfort yrcered Mary 
Kit Kat Club Hal Hone O 
Rav Jon 
" ll nes ) ° 
: ; Ann Wh 
1} ‘id Alan 
j Hla ath " la i 1 


Queens. Terrace 


aeerol’ Leo (Woodside, 1. 1.) 
fur! Vel ’ 
; \ n Tr Melyin © 
Larue Deauvill | 
Ma dr t i I { | 
~ - Rosali Ivo 
llesy Phylli la 
r iziella Parraga Adams & N 3 
La Conga Radio Franks’ Club 
KE Madriguera Ore Frank Bessinge 
Patricia Gilmore Jerry Whit } 
' 3 =< Gracie Morgan | 
Laurel-in-the-Pines Gus Wic) 


(Lakewood, N, J.) 


| Jimmy Burns 


Howard Woods Orc | Fred Bishop 
Le Coq Rouge 7 a an wonnios 
Joe ralliagwly 
N ‘ Vouzen Ore | ‘ 
‘ » Sterney Ore | Rainbow Grill 
Murra lieyman | Ren Cutler O 
Le Mirage Marilynn & Michael 
Iorton O; Kainbow Koom 
1 Dal Rdad ] Ba 0 
1 ph & Xandra | Ruby N 1 U 
! Kirkland Rave & Nald 
ly ur e Cavalli Rosita } ) 
a Ackerman John t *! 
\i \ } ie Brown Ray Morton 
i; ‘ie | 


Koumanian Village 
Leon & Eddie's 


“harle Swartz Orc 
lou Martin Ore peo Sat 
hod » Davis Henry Reriman 
\ edo & Dolores Leo Fuld 
Helene Standish | Henri h (ross 
Burton De Vant {| Doloris Rosina 


Le Kuban Bleu Gypsy Nina 


Hope Emerson Kussian Art 

Lotte Lenva Yasha Datsko Ore 

elsie Housion Anna Kouzn ova 
Dan s Matra 

Bo s & Walter ;Sinda Voella 

Pulomo : Alex Bolshakoff 

. : . Ili Sp " 

Little Old New York 


|} Zachar Martinofft 


Jack Laurie . : 
Ph ies H ihduiie tussian Kretchma 
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TMAT Rows Over Admitting Applicant: WORST IN IN YEARS: 


Threaten Expulsion for Info Leaks 


Afier a week of controversy, af- 


fairs in the Theatrical Managers, 
Agents and Treasurers union have 
quieted down. Principal dissension 
the admissions com- 
mittee questioning applications for 
membership in the union, 

So heated was the argument over 


one applicant that the union’s board 
apparently went haywire. Charges 
were flung that too much inside stuff 
had reached the public print and the 
lid was ordered clamped down, De- 
clared that anyone detected giving 
out information anent the meetings 
would be expelled from the union, 

Discussion over the admittance of 
one applicant well known in ticket 
circles, particularly the major fight 
shows, became acrimonious. Admis- 
sion to the union was rejected on the 
ground that the applicant had ver- 
bally abused a number of people on 
the boxoffice end and had said some 
highly uncomplimentary remarks 
about TMAT officers. 

Matter did not stop there, how- 
ever. Rejected applicant declared 
the union was trying to keep him 
from earning a livelihood. He took 
the case to the board, presenting a 
petition in his favor, containing 
more than 100 names. Board ordered 
his admission to TMAT, figuring it 
could ‘control’ him better in the 
union than if he remained outside. 
Among the things said was that he 
isn't the only one who criticised the 
union and that was not a valid rea- 
son for turning down the applica- 
tion. 


was caused by 


Important 
Incident was regarded as im-| 
portant because of the indulgence | 


in personalities, which may mean 


further arguments within the mem- | 
bership. Applicant involved learned | 
the identities of those opposed to his | 


admission and proposes to bide his 
time to get even. Since he is in the 
position of contractor to staff out- | 
door events, it is claimed it was not 
necessary for him to join the union. 
Reported that his selection of cer- 
tain ticket sellers in the past, to the 
disadvantage of others, really started 
the trouble. 

Printed copies of the basic agree- 
ment between the League of N. Y. 
Theatres and TMAT were dis- 
tributed to producers for individual 
signatures, as agreed on when nego- 
tiations were finished. It was an- 
ticipated that there would be some 
squawks, since all members of the 
league were not familiar with the 
clauses contained in the 14 pages 
and including 11 articles and 46 sec- 
tions. 

However, the league’s committee 
had power of attorney to act for the 
membership, and individual protests 
will probably be of little avail. 
Agreement is dated to continue until 
June 1, 1938, and notice of discon- 
tinuance could be made by either 
side before that date, effective next 
Labor Day. If no notice is given, the | 
contract would continue year by 
year. Stated that the objective of 
the agreement is to ‘secure uninter- 
rupted operation of theatrical and 
entertainment enterprise free from 
labor dispuies.’ 

TMAT has 
agents, house managers and ticket 
people out of town and has sent Joe 
Silverman and Hal Olver as organ- 
izers to various keys. Boxoffice 


staffs in Chicago have some type of | 
said not to be an American | 


union, 
Federation of Labor affiliate. While 


the Loop outfit has been operating | 
successfully, it is understood there is | 


no serious barrier to its entrance as a 
unit into TMAT. 


Walter Morosco Hurt 


Hollywood, May 3. - 

Walter Morosco is in Los Angeles 

hospital with chest and shoulder in- 

juries as ,esull of being run down by 
én auto. 

Two companions 

Pioducer were also 


of the former 


injured. 


started to bring in| 





And No Agent’s % | 


Stepping stone to a job -.1 
Marc Connolly-Bela Blau pro- 
ductions is the office telephone 
switchboar’ job. First ingenue 
to step onto the boards was 
Helen Golden, who went into 
‘Having Wonderful Time.’ Jane 
Archer, most recent hello girl, 
moves from there into the ‘Two 
Bouquets’ company. 

Mary Liles was cast for the 
Switchboard ‘understudy’ job 
last week. She’s already prac- 
ticing readings. 


TOUGH SUMMER 
FOR CHORUS 
GIRLS 


—————» 











Broadway will be virtually kick- 
less this summer, according to indi- 
cations of legit and nitery conditions. 
Paucity of musical shows, almost 
total extinction of burlesque and 
{dropping of gam workers by large- 
scale niteries will put an all-time 
low on prancing damsel employ- 





ment. American Federation of Ac- 
tors, which recently took over 
chorus jurisdiction from Chorus 


Equity, has no solution, 

There is some little hope in the re- 
|sort and mountain hotels and in séa- 
sonal outlaying bistros, but hardly 
| sufficient to take up the extra heavy 
slap. There has also been an epi- 
demie of 77B exits among lesser 
spots and some of larger have 
helped to aggravate the situation. 
| Remaining New York chorus work 
comes from cabarets of the uphol- 
stered saloon variety. Union ac- 
tivity is partly blamed for slump be- 
cause of wage increases, etc., but 
|generally poor biz conditions ac- 
count for most. 

International Casino opens its ice 
show this week. Will have a line, 
but it is essentially an ice-skating 
contingent and not regulation kick- 
ers. Casa Manana has abandoned 
girley shows for straight vaudeville. 
Hollywood restaurant exited the 
local picture some time ago. Now 
it’s said that the Paradise is uncer- 
tain about the line girls and Ben 
Marden is reported also dropping 
chorusers from his shows at the 
nearby Riviera. 

Of current legit musicals there are 
‘Hooray for What.’ which may or 
may not stay on for hot spell and 
I'd Rather Be Right.’ ‘I Married an 
Angel,’ Dwight Deere Wiman musical 
opening at the Shubert next Wednes- 
day (11) has a ballet, while the 
forthcoming Mare Connelly show, 
‘The Two Bouquets,’ will have eight 
chorines, 








Consider WPA Theatre 


Project for Akron, O. 


Akron, O., May 3. 
Check of state quotas for the pos- 
| sibility of establishing a 
theatre project here has been made 
at Columbus by Mrs. Florence Car- | 
nahan, director of womens’ and pro- | 
fessional projects for WPA. There | 
are now two federal projects in the 
state, at Cincinnati and Cleveland, 
employing actors, stagehands and 


other stage craftsmen unemployed 
and on relief rolls, Mrs, Carnahan 
said. 


While there are no unemployed ac- 
tors registered as such in Summit 
county, Mrs. Carnahan believes that 
lif signs were hopeful for the estab- 
lishment of a project here such 
egistrations would be made. Un- 
employed actors, entertainers and 
others identified with the theatre in 


+a 


aA + * 
way have been asked to rez 


any ister 
vith Mrs. Carnahan, the state em- 
‘ployment bureau and with A. W 
} McGrath, WADC dramatic director. 


federal | 


‘Some Agencies Operated at 
| Loss — Staffs Will Take 
| Payless ‘Vacations’ Over 
Summer — Hot Weather 
Always Bad Time, but 
Fights, Horse Races 
Should Aid —Increased 
Direct Sales at Box Of- 
fices Claimed 


PLAYS TO BLAME 


Declaring the 1937-38 season to be 
the worst in ticket 


agency circles in 
nearly every broker is 
starting to retrench. 
the summer 
tions’ 


20 years, 
Digging in for 


‘ 


means enforced ‘vaca- 
for the staff members, who 
will be required to lay off for from 
six to eight weeks without pay. 
Some agencies freely admit they 
operated at a loss for the first time, 
although the summer period is al- 
ways in the red. Only expectations 
for profit by agencies during the 
summer appear to be in the major 


fight events, such as the Barney 
Ross-Henry Armstrong and Joe 
Louis-Max Schmeling scraps. Match 


race between Seabiscuit and War 
Admiral is but a Ossibiltiy for 
ticket manipulation, since compara- 
tively few reserved seats will be 
available and not accounted for. 
Prices for the contest will not be 
upped otherwise. 

| New possibility of ticket activity 
| came with the booking change which 
brings the musical ‘I Married an 

(Continued on page 54) 


SUNDAY SHOWS 
BRODIE—AGAIN 


Managerial contention that Sunday 
legit performances cannot operate 
profitably under the double pay 
restrictions of the stage unions has 
again been demonstrated. Genuine 
tryout of Sundays was given by 
Philip Dunning with ‘Schoothouse 
On the Lot,’ at the Ritz, N. Y. Such 
performances have been dropped 
and a plan to shift from night to 
Sunday afternoon was also shelved 
because of the swift advance of 
spring. 

According to the manager, the ad- 
ditional cost of Sundays approxi- 
mates $600 per performance. Extra 
| one-eighth of a week’s pay not only 
| applied to the players, including ex- 
| tras and the stage crew, but the 
| front of the house now gets extra 

pay under the new agreement be- 
| tw reen the producers and Theatrical 
| Managers, Agents and Treasurers 
union 
| Latter additional pay is not high, 
but calls for $16 more for the house 
and company managers and about 
$8 for the box office people, 


COLE PORTER-MINELLI 




















Cole Poiter 


} 


Minelli is 


has composed and 


Vicente readying an all- 
colored musicalization of ‘Serena 
Blandish,’ which S. J. Perelman has 
adapted from S. N. Behrman’s orig- 
inal Theatre Guild play. Ethel 
Waters and Buck and Bubbles 
being dickered for as cast toppers. 

Sepia tuner may be 100% pre- 
sented by Minelli, although several 
Broadway managers are interested. 
Preparation headquarters are at the 
Alvin theatre, New York. 


“ANGEL MAY HELP 


SEPIA TUNER, SERENA’ : 


are | 


———— 
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Distinction Broadway producers are expected 
se to protest vigorously against en- 
One or two plays used by croachment of the WPA theatre 
WPA out of town are not slated project into the commercial theatre 
to be shown in New York, be- field. Objection is seen not only to 
cause not rated up to require- the relief outfit’s invasion into the 
ments. One such stipulation is center of the legit theatre zone, but 
that new plays must have ‘a the excursion into display newspa- 
message’ to be considered for per advertising such as used in show 
baal business 

yo orn the message This latter phase of WPA activities 
was in ‘Trojan Incident,’ the may be an indicator as to how far 
answer was: ‘Well, that is artis- the relief theatre rere a = 
tic, which apparently is an- go in competition with regular pro- 
thar Scud ; duction activities. Extra space ads 
other qualification. for ‘Trojan Incident’ a case in 
-|jpoint. WPA-er opened at the newly- 
acquired St. James on 44th street 
Pp AR ES and was accorded rezular critical 
coverage. That seemed to irk the 
managers, although other presenta- 
tions of the federal theatre had been 

similarly reviewed. 

e Play was given mild notices, but 
the extra newspaper space was taken 
to compare the favorable and un- 
favorable comments on the show, 
That has long been a Broadway 
practice of legit showmen. Some- 

eae times display ads are used for hits, 
but more often managers with in- 
First time such a thing had hap-|betweeners or flops go in for extra 
pened, the cast of a WPA show has space ads and quote favorable opin- 
ions to counterbalance the not-so- 

filed charges against its Equity good criticisms. 
| deputy. Incident concerned Louis WPA has used added space for 
Hallett, who with some others in |S0me others of its shows this season 


‘Prologue to Glory,’ at the Elliott, 
N. Y., appeared before the Equity 


council last week. Complaint was 
that the deputy had been remiss in 
his duties by failing to acquaint the 
| players with committee reports and | 
neglecting to post bulletins. 

Players indicated they wanted an- 
other deputy because they had not 
been accorded information they de- 
sired. Not generally known that the 
association has deputies in all WPA 
theatre project shows, nor that 
under an arrangement with the proj- 
ect heads, all casts have a quota 
of Equity members in good standing. 


There are 35 Equityites of such 
rating in ‘Prologue.’ Hallett is a 
veteran actor who has been iden- 


tified with the conservative group 
in Equity. 

Most of yesterday’s (Tuesday) 
council session at Equity was taken 
up in considering the charges against 
Hallett. Understood that charges of 
subversive activity were not upheld, 
but that he was deemed responsible 
for inaccurate announcements and 
making statements reflecting on the 
organization. 

It was therefore recommended 
that he be reprimanded. Cast is 


another member, 





‘Jimmy Savo Set For 
Abbott’s Musical 


Version of the Bar 








George Abbott’s proposed musical 
version of Shakespeare’s ‘Comedy of 
Errors,’ with a Rodgers and Hart 
| score, stuck a casting snag when he 
| propositioned Rudy Vallee and Jim- 
my Savo for leading roles. Their 
idezs of money were at total vari- 

ance with what the producer felt 
|inclined to offer. But later Savo re- 
| cons idered and is agreed on a $1,250 
jsalary. Vallee idea looks cold, how- 
i 

roduction is planned for a Sep- 
PP ac opening. Abbott hasn’t 

‘gun actual adaptation of the script. 

Sever al members of the producer's 
\staff last week attended the Colum- 
bia Univ. production of the play, 
;chiefly to pick up any pos 
Indicated the collegian 
teresting,’ 
suggestions for the Abbott version. 


show was ‘in- 


Hollywood, May 3. 
Jimmy Savo goes east next week 
for the lead in the musical version 
of Shakespeare’s ‘Comedy of Errors.’ 
George Abbott writing and pro- 
ducing. 





privileged to oust Hallett and select | 


yet | 


sible ideas. | 


though it didn’t offer any | 








| and commercial showmen have been 
;puzzled over such expenditures by 
the relief outfit. Usually the WPA 
|offerings are advertised in the dailies 
| once weekly in a two-column box, 
|Such ads mention the several ~_? t 
'shows, but not the spot bookings in 
| neighborhoods, 

With WPA administrators having 
ordered the budgeting of expendi- 
tures, limiting the amounts to be 
used on a per-person basis, the au- 
thorization of added advertising 
space is the more rfuzzling. Show- 
men intend to secure a showdown on 
the policy of the theatre project and 
_— to get a clear indication wheth- 

- WPA intends outright competition 
with the commercial theatre, 

Up to now WPA-ers have dis- 
claimed such intention. When the 
St. James was secured on a short- 
term rental arrangement tnere were 
managerial murmurs of objection, 
but no formal protest was made, 
WPA officials said they were willing 
to forego the use of the house and 
take a spot further from the legit 
theatre center. Lessor of the St. 
James became adamant, however, 
and there was talk of a suit for 
damages if the deal was interfered 
with. League of N. Y. Theatres, 
| which was prepared to protest, with- 
drew from that and after legal ad- 
vice that the organization might be 
liable to such damages 

Whether theatre operators will 
|join in protesting WPA encroach- 
ments is not clear. Leading house 
owners and lessees will probably do 
\s0, but independent les. ors, including 
banks, 1 ay duck the issue on the 
ground that they may wish to rent 
to the relief outfit during off-booking 
periods. 








FTP Dismisses Alien 
Actor; Dispute Name 


San Francisco, May 3. 

| Robert Horace Plummer, 70-year- 
|old actor, has been dismissed from 
the Federal Theatre Project because 
he is not a citizen. Plummer has 
| applied for papers in Oakland. An 
| Englishman, Plummer was known on 
the stage formerly as Robert Ware 
wick, 

| He claims that the film acto 
ert Warw known in private life 
as Robert Taylor Bien, took the 
name because he admired his work, 


Bien 





r, Rob- 


denies it, 


| ‘Gentleman’ Preeras 
New Jerome Kern-Oscar Hammere 
tein, 2d-Oito sarbech operetta, 
‘Gentleman Unafraid,’ will have its 
June 3 to open the St. 
Summer season, 
sraham and Hope 
set for the leads, 


vorid preem 
Louis muny’s 
Ronald Gi 
pning aie 


Mane 
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SEASON 


Mors. to Protest WPA’s B way Entry, 
Also Lock Askance at Display Ads 
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Coast Ofice; 





Map Shipboard Benefit Rakeoff 


7% 
a 


With the acceptance of separate 
autonomy for the Coast Theatre Au- | 
thority, the organization’s national | 
office appointed its new board mem- |} 
bers this week. Additions to the di- | 
rectorate represent the American 
Federation of Radio Artists, the As- 
sociated Actors and Artistes of 
America, the Negro Actors Guild, the 
Screen Actors Guild and the Ameri- 
can Guild of Musical Artists. Alan 
Corelli, TA executive-secretary, ar- 
rived in New York from Hollywood 
last Friday (29) after completing de- 
tails. 


| 

| 

New members are Emily Holt to explain how he was short $600. 

(AFRA), Paul Dullzell (Equity) re- Six investigators for the Govern- | 
ari . ae | _ , ) , , 

placing Frank Gillmore, who nOW | ment went over the boxoffice rec- | 

reps Four A’s and is also first v.p.;!ords and figured that $1,100 was | 


Fredi Washington (NAG), Florence 
B. Marston (SAG) and Leo Fischer 
(AGMA). Coast office local board | 
has Kenneth Thomson, Lucille Glea- 
son and Ralph Morgan (SAG), | 
Ernest Charles (AGMA), Norman | 
Field (AFRA), Jean Hersholt (Mo- 
tion Picture Relief Fund), I. B. Korn- 
blum (Equity and also local rep for 
TA activities), Sophie Tucker (AFA) 
and Jack Warner and Joseph M. 
Schenck (Motion Picture Producers 
Assn.). 

With the lineup of all talent | 
sources TA expects to tie up all! 
benefit performances in the country 
and exact its 15% of the gross tax | 
for distribution among affiliated or- | 
ganizations. Coast will handle its | 
Own coin and not distribute on a na- | 
tional basis. Chicago and New York | 
will share. Figured that with all 
the actor groups under control, it 
will not be necessary to ring in the 
American Federation of Musicians, 
previously thought to have a 
stranglehold on the entire situation. 


When Corelli gets back this week 
from a Boston trip which will entail 
setting up regulation there, he will 
start a drive for a cut of the take 
from cuffo concerts on ocean liners. 
Theatrical passengers are prevailed 
upon during crossings to perform at | 
such events to aid the Seaman’s | 
Fund. Latter is regarded as 





the | 
richest such chest in the world «nd | 
TA wants its regular slice for actor 
charities, since the shipboard bene- | 
fits would be crippled without the | 


help of professional performers. 





Los Angeles, May 3. 
Alan Corelli, executive secretary | 
of the N. Y. Theatre Authority, who | 
planed here to help organize the 
western group, declared that de- 
serving theatrical charities had 
profited by more than $60,000 since 
the racketeering pseudo-charity 
functions had been stamped out in 
New York. 


Any actor violating the new pact, 
Kornblum said, will ‘be fined from 
$100 to $1,000 by his union or guild, 
Exceptions to the rule, he added, 
are the American Red Cross and the 
Major Disaster Council, which will 
continue to receive services of top- 
notch performers free, 


“WALTZES’ ENDS TOUR 








THIS WEEK IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, May 3. 

‘Three Waltzes,’ current at the 
Nixon theatre, will end its tour 
abruptly here Saturday night (7) 
after only three weeks out. Had 
slim pickings in Washington and 
Baltimore and looks like the same in 
Pittsburgh. 

Show was originally scheduled to 
go next to Toronto, then Detroit and 
into Chicago for a run, but every- 
thing was cancelled today (Tues- 
day). Operetta played 22 weeks at 
the Majestic, N. Y., to moderate 
business. 





Percy Williams Home 


Elects Officers Today 


Annual election of officers and di-| 


rectors of the Percy Williams Home 
East Islip, N. Y., which now has 43 
guests, will be held today (Wednes- 


For several years now, a citizens 

a »etj ao ril ar ra “te = » e < . ’ IZ401TisS 

day). Meeting will hear report committee has been talking about a! 
from officers and committees. Pres- 


ent officers are: president, A. O. 
Brown; vice-president, Walter Vin- 
cent; treasurer, Sam A. Scribner; 
secretary, Jacob I. Goodstein. 


Directors are: Daniel Frohman,! couple of asens. Outsiders ex-! 
Richard Herndon, Harry G. Som-| pected to push their plans in light 
mers, Edwin Milton Boyle, Arthur! of two-night sell-out biz last week- | 


Hurley, Raymond Peck and Frank 
Crumit. 


| while taking the coin to Lyle An- 


| admission 


WPA Shortage Is Only 





Knights Errant 





Taking pot shots at the Thea- 
tre Guild seems to be a private 
sport for drama cricks. Boys 
have been doing it themselves 
for years, but they evidently 
don’t tolerate poaching. Hub- 
bell Robinson and _ Therese 
Lewis, radio copywriters for 
Young & Rubicam, mistakenly 
thought it was the open season 





$600, as First Reported 


the Adelphi, N. Y.,| 
‘One Third of a/| 
which resulted in | 
a shakeup in the agent-cashier de- | 
partment, was double-checked. | 
Claims of a larger amount being un-| 
accounted for were found to be in| 
Treasurer is charged with | 
placed I1.0.U.’s for various 
and was unable | 





Shortage at 
where the WPA’s 


Nation’ is playing, 


error, 
having 
amounts in the till 


missing. They were unfamiliar with 
theatre accounting and upon going 
over their figures, it was found that 
only 94c was missing besides the ad- 
mitted shortage. 

Ticket-seller involved thought he 
may have been ‘rolled’ in a cafe 


drews, formerly responsible for all 
money. Such funds are 
banked with the Treasury Depart- 
ment, Treasurer was taken ill with 
pneumonia the day after the short- 
age was discovered, which account- 
ed for the delay in reporting it. That 
fact led to Andrews’ replacement, 
however. 


ARTS UNION 10; 
PROTEST CUT 
IN BUDGET 


WPA Arts Union Conference, 
which includes delegates from many 
leading show unions, is holding a 
mass meeting Monday night (9) at 
Mecca Temple, N. Y., to register 
protest against slashing of the art 
project budget to $1,000 a man an- 
nually. 

Arthur Byron, of the Actors’ Equity 
Assn., will act as chairman, while 
speakers scheduled to raise howls 
against the proposed slash will in- 
clude Heywood Broun, of the News- 
paper Guild; Fred Birnbach, secre- 
|tary of the American Federation of 
|Musicians; Rockwell Kent, noted 
| artist; Donald Ogden Stewart; and 
| William Feinberg, secretary of Local 
| 802 (musicians), 

WPA Arts Union Confe ence rep- 
iresents more than 100,005 individ- 
;Uals over the country, its delegate 
| body including representation of the 
, American Federation of Actors, The- 
,atrical Managers, Agents and Treas- 
| urers’ Union; Hebrew Actors’ Union; 
| Newspaper Guild; Equity; Chorus 
Equity; Scenic Designers; American 
Federation of Radio Artists; Local 
802, N. Y. Musicians and Federal 
Theatre Supervisors’ Council. 

Efforts will be made to induce 
Mayor F. H. LaGuardia to attend the 
mass meeting. 


Shuberts, Galio Eye 
Pitt; Summer Operas 











Pittsburgh, May 3. 

Shuberts and Fortune Gallo have 
|had representatives in town for the 
last couple of weeks trying to stir 
|up interest in a summer season of 
| light opera, similar to their Jones 
Beach and Randall's Island, N. Y.. 
ventures. They've been talking to 
| city officials in an effort to land a 
|site in one of the local or county 
| parks. 

| Originally tried to sell Allegheny 
| county commissioners idea of having 
ihem sponsor shows as part of the 
coming Sesquicentennial celebration 
in August, but discovered budget for 
*/entertainment wasn’t sufficient to 
underwrite plan. 





civic outdoor opera association pat- 
terned after the one in St. Louis, 
and even went so far as to get city 


council’s approval, but nothing fur-| 


ther has been done about it in last 


end San C 


'Mosque with ‘Aida’ and ‘Carmen.’ 


| formed 





for their piece, ‘Bidding the 
Guild Goodbye,’ in the current 
issue of Ken mag. 

John Anderson, of the N. Y. 
Journaal-American; and John 
Mason Brown, of the N. Y. Post, 
and Robert Coleman, of t he 
N .Y. Mirror, came galloping to 
the Guild’s defense Both 
cricks deplored the tone of the 
mag piece. 











TALENT AGENTS 


REVIVE GROUP 


a 
Association of legit casting agents, ! 
several years ago when| 
Equity started its permit system, is| 
being revived. Group was active for 
a time, but lately has been dormant. | 
Recently when agents became aware 
that no fewer than seven measures 
aimed at agencies were introduced | 
at Albany during the Assembly ses-| 
sion and that another was being 
readied for consideration by the 
council of New York, the casters 
started huddling. 

Agents are classified by Equity and 
their fees are limited to 5% as a} 
rule, although some agents are quali- 
fied to collect 10%. In one such divi- 
sion known as ‘personal representa- 
tives’ (virtually managers) the agent 
may collect 10% for the run of the} 
play if guaranteeing the actor 20) 
weeks per season: Claimed that the 
latter provision has been too strin- 
gent and the association will treat 
with Equity to secure changes in the 
regulations. 

Louis P. Randell, attorney, has also | 
called legit agents to several huddles 
for similar purposes, but appears to 
be opposed by leaders of the original 
association. Another agent group| 
called the Entertainment Managers | 
Assn., which specializes in club af-| 
fairs, also proposes to organize agents 
for protective purposes. Latter | 
group is headed by Howard E. 
Wheeler, Jr. 


‘HORNET’ PRESSING 
‘RANGER’ BOOKINGS 


Detroit, May 3. 

Twenty-three Mutual stations now 
carrying WXYZ’s ‘Green concansd 
serial twice-weekly as sustainer. | 
Coupled with WXYZ, station's Mich- | 
igan web and WSPD, Toledo (under | 
sponsorship of Detroit Creamery), | 
racket-smashing serial is now hitting | 
total of 32 stations 

MBS outlets now hooking on in- | 
clude WGN, WOR, WBAX, WHK, | 
WOL, KSO, KTOK, KFOR, KHJ| 
and 14 stations of Don Lee web. 

Sponsor already set for WGN, and | 
others being lined up for remaining 
outlets. H. Allen Campbell, WXYZ 
g.m., expects ‘Hornet’ coverage 
eventually to exceed that of the! 
‘Lone Ranger,’ another WXYZ-pro- 
duced serial, which now hits impos- 
ing list of stations and is waxed for 
airings over numerous others, some 
of the discs now being shipped to 
Australia for airing there. 


Show Closing 























laste Stuli—Lest 


Paraphrase of Life mag's recent ‘The Birth of a Baby’ pictures appeared 
| on the first page of the N. Y. Post last Friday (29). Participants were 
authors gathered for a weekend at the country home of George S. Kauf- 
man, at Holicong, Bucks county, Pa. 


Pictures were first sent to Life with the idea that the mag could thereby 
| laugh off the controversy over its birth strips, Editor returned the photos 





| 


with the comment that the birth argument was a serious matter. Post 
then accepted them. 
‘The Birth of a Play’ was the caption for the stunt pictures. First 


showed Kaufman and Moss Hart planning a play. Collaborators were 
then depicted consulting Robert E. Sherwood, who was supposed to be a 
play doctor, and later Beatrice Kaufman was summoning him by phone 
as the patients are ‘suffering.’ In hospital garb, ‘Doc Sherwood’ was pic- 
tured giving the script its first bath, ‘thereby beating the censor to it.’ 

Offspring was disclosed in a picture of a scene from ‘You Can’t Take It 
With You’ and was reported ‘doing fine.’ Alexander Woollcott and Ruth 
Gordon, who were also house guests, were likewise in one picture, Payoff 
on the stunt, however, was the fact that the ‘You Can’t Take It With You’ 
scene pictured is no longer in the play. Shot was taken during. the show’s 
tryout in Philly. Scene was restaged before the New York opening and 
the G-men no longer had guns drawn, as shown in the picture. 

Post is featuring a series of pictures of Broadway happenings and people. 





Steve Cochran’s summer theatre season, set back from last year, is now 
dated to begin June 1. Site is near Olney, Md., on the Columbia pike, 
about midway between Washington and Baltimore. Theatre proper will 
be provided with flap-like sides which may be opened and closed, accord- 
ing to the weather. In addition, the venture will include two houses, one 
to be used for a school of the drama and a larger building to be converted 
into a restaurant. 

Cochran, formerly manager of the National, Washington, and of a sum- 
mer stock troupe which played the house for several seasons, is interested 
in a dramatic school in the capital during the season, 





Ad appearing in the N. Y. Times Monday (2) was considered a squarer 
by Jed Harris. Manager had put one over in advertising his ‘Our Town’ 
as being voted ‘the best play of the year’ by two of the Critics Circle, 
which had chosen ‘Mice and Men’ for its prize. Harris’ copy named 
Brooks Atkinson, of the Times, and John Mason Brown, of the N. Y. Post, 
as having selected ‘Town,’ but Joseph Wood Krutch, of The Nation, and 
Ruth Woodbury Sedgwick, of Stage, also voted for the Thornton Wilder 
play. ‘Mice’ won by 12 votes, ‘Town’ getting four, but it won the Pulitzer 
prize. 

Manager first figured that the latter pair were less known or that their 
opinions were not as valuable, but evidently decided to give them ‘billing.’ 





Gold membership plate card, given to John Golden by the Theatrical 
Managers, Agents and Treasurers union, cost $50. Presentation was made 
by Lodewick Vroom, Saul Abraham and Jack McCarron, officers of the 
union. Golden relieved a TMAT picket some months ago, which was 
the reason he was made an honorary member. 

In response, the manager donated $500 to the union to be used as a 
loan fund ‘for our needy brothers who may be in temporary distress.’ 
Golden referred to himself as among other ‘elderly gentlemen who have 
been presented with mementoes...keys to the city...and even a university 
degree. 





Jack Pearl is angling for a play. He desires to return to the theatre, 
preferring such activity to radio at this time. Comedian was in ‘One Flight 
Down,’ which was withdrawn after an out-of-town tryout. 

‘The Gold Watch,’ which calls for a character part as the lead, may find 
Pearl in it. Sam Jaffe, appearing in ‘A Doll's House,’ read the script with 
the same idea. 








| as many successes as last season, but 


}much to do with 





‘Escape This Night,’ a 





| Saturday (30), 


arlo troupe did at Syria} 


g spring en- 
trant on Broadway, was suddenly 
withdrawn from the 44th Street last 
Was given mild press 
j}and drew 


very little coin, takings 
last week being under $2,500. Show 
played three performances more 


than one week. 





ESCAPE THIS NIGHT 
Opened April 22, 737. 
sensus of first-string 
doomed this to an early exit. 
Watts (Herald-Trib) said, ‘Es- 
cape’ is, Iam sure, arrant trash.’ 
|} Anderson (Journal) wrote that 
‘it gets in its own way.’ Variety 
(Hobe), ‘Slim prospects.’ 


Con- 
opinions 








\ 





| metropolitan area turn their atten- 
| tion to the outdoors and the number 
of regular incomers is at low ebb. 


| Ticket Brokers | GARMENT WORKERS’ 





(Continued from page 53) 


Angel’ into Broadway (at the Shu- 
bert) next week, Management has 
asked for an eight-week deal in ad- 
vance with 10% return. Agency 
people may agree to the buy grudg- 
ingly, planning to take the first 
week's allotment and, if the show 





does not pan out as expected, to re- 
fuse more tickets on a buy basis. | 
Management seemed not disturbed 
by that proposal, saying that such a/| 
move has never happened before and 


| could not be put over now, 


Boxoffice Trend 
Reason for the decline in agency 
sales is stated not to be high prices, 
but because of the calibre of the hit | 
plays. There appear to be about | 


standouts have too 
the subjects of 
death and religion to satisfy average 
playgoers. Those plays are the so- 
called intellectual group of winter 
clicks, including ‘Shadow and Sub- 
stance,’ ‘On Borrowed Time’ and 
‘Our Town.’ 

Neither deals made on buys for 
shows this season nor the recession | 


many of the 





are figured as vital factors by the | 
brokers, who lost on only three such | 
deals. There appears to have been! 
a swing away from agencies and | 
back to direct boxoffice sales. The- | 
atre people note that trend, but the | 
agencies contend that it is usually 


so at the end of the season, when! 
visitors not on a _ spending spree 
comprise the  playgoing public. 


Added factor is that residents of the | 


On the other hand there is a plan! 
to control agency ticket manipula- 
tion next season, proposed by Equity 
and agreed on in principle by the 


League of N. Y. Theatres. Plan is 
supposed to function next season. 
but Equity has made no move to 


stabilize its contract conditions for 


the coming season and the managers 


‘have not drawn up the control plan. | 


|considered an excellent 


| gerty, 


$1,000 PLAY PRIZE 


St. Louis, May 3. 


Missouri and Southern Illinois rep- 
resentatives of the International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union, in 
conference here last week, voted a 
$1,000 prize to the inhabitant of 
either state who submits the best 
play depicting social and economie 
life of farmers or industrial work- 
ers as reflected in the middle west. 
The move is inspired by the current 
suecess and educational value of 
‘Pins and Needles,’ which has re- 
ceived nationwide comment. 

Union is interested in the promo- 
tion of an educational program 
among its workers, and a play is 
medium to 
attain this objective. 


ENGAGEMENTS 


‘Plant in the 





Frances Dworkin, 


Sun.’ 

Annette Arp, Anthony — Black, 
|Howard Fensten, Joseph Martell, 
| Robert Gardet, Nathan Bradman, 
| Lea Vail, ‘Dark Clouds.’ 

Mary Russell, Regis Toomey, 
Mozelle Brittone, James Spottswood, 
Tom Chatterton, Frank Jaquet, 
Madora Keene, Grant Yereden, 
Lorry McGregor, ‘Thanks for My 


Wife’ (Coast). 

Elissa Landi, William Dorbin, 
Charles Atkin, Russell Conway, Ann 
Tyrell, Maxine Rascoe, Don Hag- 
Fay Baker, Walter Reed 


| Smith, Jean Welch, Laura Church, 


Peggy Weston, Gilbert Fates, ‘The 
Warrior’s Husband,” Cumberland 
Hills Playhouse, R. I. 

Janet Hill, Frank Lovejoy, Arden 


Young, Walter Vaughn, Alexander 
Campbell, Hampton Playhouse, 


Bridgehampton, L. I. (resident com- 
pany). 

Helen Brooks, Gage Clark. Lewis 
Martin, Mary Wickes. Edmund 
George, Elien Hall, Berkshire Play- 
house, Stockbridge, Mass., (resident 
company). 


Ytonald Graham. Hope Manning 
‘Gentleman Unafraid, St. Louis 
Muny. 


Jimmy Savo, ‘Comedy of Errors.’ 
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Bway Producers Again Agitating 





For Bars in Legits; Legal Angles 








League of N. Y. Theatres will hold 
a meeting this week to consider the 
feasibility of installing bars in legit 
houses. Matter has been suggested 
from time to time since repeal with 
pro and con arguments. Showmen 
have generaliy indicated they 
thought the cost of selling booze 
would not make it worth while. 

Idea was revived, however, when 
Billy Rose started playing vaude- 
ville this week at the Casa Manana, 
the former Earl Carroll theatre. 
With seats. re-installed in the 
balcony, the night spot is now vir- 
tually a theatre, with a bar on the 
mezzanine level. Managers contend 
that they should have the 
privilege of dispensing liquor and 
are hopeful of securing a concession 
in license fees. 

Rose continues to use the lower 
floor for dining purposes, however, 
and is apparently within the law re- 
quiring food to be on sale in wet 
spots. Only theatre proper with a 
bar is the Metropolitan during the 
opera season. 

Those managers who favor bars 
expect to get another concession 
which would permit liquor dispensa- 


tion without installing’ kitchens. 
Some claim that bars in English 


theatres net a profit equal to the an- 
nual rent. 


‘CAIRO’S’ MONEY TROUBLE 
Equity Bond Used te Pay Off—Was 
Favorably Reported 
Though favorably reported from 
Boston, ‘The Man from Cairo’ ran 
into financial difficulties which re- 
quired assistance from New York. 
Money for salaries for 
was on deposit with Equity which 


sent checks to the cast for both Sat- | 


urdays the show was in the Hub. 
There was an overage of about $500 
still on deposit with Equity, and late 
last week the ‘Cairo’ management 
sent word it could not move the 


show out of town without that coin. | 


The money was on hand to satisfy 
possible claims of the players and 
return transportation. 

‘Cairo’ is an adaptation by Dan 
Goldberg, presented by Michael 


Todd. Show is due into the Broad- | 
hurst, New York, tonight (Wed.). 


Shuberts guaranteeing salaries in 
lieu of further posting of guarantee 
coin by the show. 


Transplanted Wedding 


Musical version of ‘Just Married,’ 
originally a farce success on Broad- 
way some years ago, is proposed for 
London presentation. Anne Nichols, 


who wrote the play with Adelaide | 


Matthews, is said to be interested in 
the idea, with M. S. Bentham han- 
dling the negotiations. 


Bentham will establish a London | 


office with Emmy Niclas in charge. 
Latter formerly represented Maria 
deritza, 


Theatre Councii Holds 
8th Apprentice Audish 


Eighth audition of the American 
Theatre Council's committee on the 
apprentice theatre was presented on 
Friday (29) at the Morosco, N. Y. 
Casts and scenes follow: 
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two weeks | 


Maurice Schwartz Buys 


Two Sholem Asch Works 


Philadelphia, May 3. 

Legit and screen rights to two re- 
|cent works of Sholem Asch have 
| been bought by Maurice Schwartz, 
now appearing at the Walnut Street 
Theatre here with the Yiddish Art 
group in ‘Brothers Ashkenazi.’ Rights 
were sold by G. P. Putman’s Sons, 
publishers of the Yiddish novelist 
and playwright. 

Asch novels are ‘Three Cities’ and 
| ‘Salvation.’ Schwartz will offer a 
dramatic version of the former in 
New York in October, he said. He'll 
visit Asch in Europe during the sum- 
mer to discuss production. 


SET STRAWHAT 
_ SEASON SKEDS 


| Rochester May 3. 
| 


——————— 





Leonard Altobell, who launched an 
amateur summer theatre group here 
| last year, says the outfit will go pro- 


| fessional this season, opening June 15. | 


| He is now in New York interviewing || Portland, 


| Each of a series of plays will be 
|given two nights in 

| Street playhouse, starting with ‘Tilly 
of Bloomsbury.’ Altobell will direct. 





| Cleveland Top-Hatter 
| Cleveland, May 3. 

This town is becoming a beehive of 
| community rep theatres, all heavily 
subsidized, despite the fact that the 

One commercial legit house has to 
| struggle to get any kind of paying at- 
tendance. Latest civic enterprise is 
the Lakewood Little Theatre, which 
| is moving its permanent plant into a 
revamped film naber Saturday (7) 
with ‘Ladies of Jury’ as opener. 

| Backed by conservative Lakewood 
| society, group spent $12,000 on re- 
building the old Lucier into a play- 
house with 465 seats. Stage has a 
$1,800 lighting system, and building 
under a 10-year lease includes a 
training school, 

General director is Richard Kay, 
| who formed the organization 
years ago and sold the idea of a civic 
theatre that would be self-support- 
ing. Besides Catherine Stettler as dra- 
matic coach, the staff consists of Wil- 
liam Kurz as technical director, J. 
| Browning Jones, Florence Nungesser, 
Robert Seibert and Kathryn Kay, 
with Gilbert H. Knight handling pub- 

licity. 


Military Strawhatter 
Hartford, May 3. 
For the first time in several years 
a strawhat company will be in op- 


eration here this summer. Foot 
Guard Armory has already been 


rented to Alan Moore for presenta- 
tions by a professional company, to 
be known as the Capitol Players. 

Present plans call for scaling down 
the size and interior of the house to 
give it an air of intimacy. Scheduled 
to open on Thursday, June 30, Pro- 
posed productions include ‘Reflected 
Glory,’ ‘One Sunday Afternoon,’ 
| ‘Dracula,’ and ‘Ceiling Zero.’ 

Feeling among so-called insiders 
here is that house is a poor one be- 
cause of intense heat and lack of 
facilities for cooling it. 

At Clinton, Conn., Jackson Halli- 
day and Richard Keene have leased 
the Clinton Town Hall for an eight- 
week season of summer stock, start- 
ing June 27. Opening bill will pre- 
sent ‘Lightnin’, featuring 
Lessey and May Abbey. 


Prov. Playhouse Opens May 16 
Providence, May 3. 
Playhouse opens its stock season 
May 9 with ‘Storm Over Patsy,’ star- 


ring Blanche Ring, Raymond Hack- 
ett and Blanche Sweet. Al Luttring- 
er, who has had several successful 
stock ventures, will direct. ‘High Tor’ 
will open May 16, with Douglas 
Montgomery and Erin O’Brien Moore. 
| Goodhue’s Theatre-School 

Blanche Yurka will conduct a 21- 
day forum at the Rockridge School 
of the Theatre, which Robert K. 
Goodhue, of the William Morris of- 
| (Continued on page 56) 
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“Angel Into Shubert: House Gets 
Cooling System, Ditto for Longacre 


George 


‘Yes, My Darling Daughter’ 
(Florence Reed), Shubert, 
| Newark. 
| ‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
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Current Road Shows 


WEEK OF MAY 2 
‘A Doll’s House’ (Ruth Gor- 
don-Sam Jaffe), Forrest, Phila- 





delphia. 

‘Brother Rat,’ Majestic, 
Brooklyn. 

Abbey Players, English, In- 
dianapolis, 2-3; Hartman, Co- 
lumbus, 4-7. 

‘Golden Boy,’ Biltmore, Los 
Angeles. 

‘I Married an Angel’ (Vera 


Zorina-Dennis 
Boston. 

‘Julius Caesar,’ 
andra, Toronto. 

‘Lady at Large’ (Margot Gra- 
hame-James Rennie), Ply- 
mouth, Boston. 

‘Pins and Needles,’ Chestnut, 
Philadelphia. 

‘Room Service,’ Selwyn, Chi- 
cago. 

‘Star Wagon’ (Burgess Mere- 
dith-Lilian Gish), Cass, Detroit. 

‘Three Waltzes’ (Kitty Car- 
lisle), Nixon, Pittsburgh. 


King), Shubert, 


Royal Alex- 


‘Tobacco Road,’ National, 
Washington. 

‘Victoria Regina’ (Helen 
Hayes), Metropolitan, Seattle, 


2-4; Royal Alexandra, Victoria, 
5; Empress, Vancouver, 6-7. 
‘Women,’ Colonial, Boston. 


Locust, Philadelphia. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
| Geary, San Francisco. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Palace, Manchester, N. H., 2; 
Me., 3-4; Worcester, 
Mass., 5; Playhouse, Wilming- 
ton, 6-7. 

‘You Never Know’ (Lupe Ve- 
lez-Clifton Webb), Grand Opera 
House, Chicago, 


BECK THEATRES 
ADMISH TAX 
PROBE 


Tax lien against the Martin Beck 
theatre, N. Y., for $69,447 was first 
to be for income between 
1931-37 but it is now reported to be 
for admission taxes collected but not 
paid Questioned 
in the was Lillian Saxon, 
manager of the house, who is Mrs. 
Bert Shrein in private life. She is 
married to a nephew of Beck and 
has two young children. 
| Reported also that 
| When questioned at the Federal tax 
| headquarters in New York, alleged 
|she had paid 
| Government agent as partial settle- 
|ment. From that end there were 
claims of a frame-up. 

Story goes further, involving the 
mention of high bets on the races 
and stock market losses by one 











said 


the Government. 
matter 


under investigation. Report of an 
indictment on charges of heavy 
shortages, not pertaining to the 


Government, also alleged. 

Beck is reputed to have signed a 
complaint alleging a large shortage. 
Accused declared the charges to be 
absurd, 
ing to collect on ‘markers’ at the the- 
atre aroused Beck's suspicions, 


Booking of ‘I 
the Shubert, N 


dated to debut next 


Married A 
. 


yar ’ ? 
Weanesday 


n Angel’ | 
it 
(11) 


agreed 


nto where is 


was completed afiecr it wa 


that the house will be equ: pped with 


a new cooling plant. Although the 
installation will be rushed, the sys- 
tem will not be completed in time 
for the premiere. It is not expected 
to be needed until higher tempera- } 
tures a ve vever. 

Theatre operated } the Shu- 
bert vho » have the Longacre 
Latte | t e t ve 2 o 
cond ning f D ht Deere 
V 1. pro at ngel Z ) 

ecenti On Borrowed JT e,’ at 

j ihe Longacre, N. Y. | 


| Saturday 





oe 





Equity Suspends Delinquent WPA-ers, 
But Will Continue Aid to Reliefers 


+ 





Wm. Gillette Estate 


o é C) = 

Valued at $113,187 
Hartford, Conn., May 3. 

William Gillette left an estate 

valued at $113,187, it was disclosed 

(30) in an inventory filed 

by the appraisers, William C. Skin- 


ner of Hartford, and Alexander A 
Doran of New Haven, with the ex- 
ecutors of the estate. Actor died 
here on April 29, 1937. 

Executors are Joseph K. Hooker 
and the First National Bank of 
Hartford, represented by Carlos § 
Holcomb, vice-president and _ trust 
officer. No disposition has _ been 
made of the property. Estate in- 
|cluded two tracts of land and a 
castle, a three-mile miniature rail- 


| bank accounts, 


| 


| 
! 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
} 
| 


| southwest 


road and equipment, investments, 
insurance, personal 


property and a burial plot. 





| ——— 


PULITZER WIN 
- BY ‘OUR TOWN 


Pulitzer award to ‘Our Town’ was 
"announced Monday (2) as the play- 
wrighting winner of the foundation's 
| annual prizes. Play was runner-up 
| to ‘Of Mice and Men’ for the recent 


| CY¥nt4s ~: . ° 
Critics Circle prize. Award carries | 


| with it the grant of $1,000 to Thorn- 
ton Wilder, the author. Playwright 


who copped another Pulitzer prize | 


10 years ago with his novel, “The 
Bridge of San Luis Rey,’ is in the 


completing another play 
which is scheduled for presentation 
by Max Reinhardt. 

Jed Harris play is now 
mM = 


as a Clincher of his 


14th 


- Showman 


in its 
week at Morosco, 
hailed the win 
comeback as a manager and tossed a 
champagne party at the _ theatre. 
Barestage manner of ‘Town’s’ 
entation helped attract 
it. Script contained i 
such detail. 

Wilder’s first association with Har- 
ris was his revision of ‘A Doll's 
House,’ with which the manager 


pres- 
to 
for 


attention 


istructions 


| started the season. ‘Town’ is Wilder’s 


Miss Saxon, | 


around $20,000 to a} 


initial play success. While of 
his scripts have gone the rounds be- 
fore, only one ‘Lucrece,’ is known to 
have been produced. It did not make | 
the grade, | 

Pulitzer award should assure the 
summer holdover of ‘Town,’ which 
has already been drawing strong 
grosses. Receipts should be cre 1 
through the fresh publicity given 


some 


| the play. “Town’ got into the lime- 


| award. 


Claimed that bookies seek- } 


light with ‘Mice’ recently when the 
Critics Circle selected the latter play. 

Some impression around that the 
critics’ prize, in being first announced, 
would take the edge off the Pulitzer | 
Latter has lost 


caste in re- 
cent seasons because of unpopular } 
selections. Critics’ action is regarded | 
'as a buildup for the reviewers, who 
highly publicized their award. How- 
ever, it was beneficial to ‘Mice,’ 
/ which was about to fold. Business 


is holding up to more than double 
the gross the play was drawing Just 


| prior to the award. 


! 


Other theatres were conside 
‘Angel,’ but rejected 
are not equipped with 
ing plant had 


red for 
because ney 
modern cool- 


Show been 


lkedded 
for Chicago, but plans were changed 
after its promising out-of-town re- 
ception Mare Connelly also ready- 
gal ical, ‘The Two Bouqueis, 
for immer presentatio 
Estimate for the installation at 
the Shubert indicate a cost of $22.00 
vhile that at the Longacre will be 
about $14,000. Both will wise ice 
ten which cost around $100 
weekly to operate for the average 
Zé theatre. Shubert probat v p | 
double that figure. New co ! 
nst t at the Mi ( 34 i 
is virtually completed i 





All Equityites in the WPA theaire 
project who have not regained good 
standing will be suspended te get 
rid of deadwood membership in the 


relief outfit. Quick move last week 


set May 1 (last Sunday) as the time 
limit for accepting concessions \0- 
tice of the deadline was posted in 


WPA headquarters and backstage in 
relief 


minute rush to rejoin. 


theatres, resulting in a last 


In February Equity made a proffer 


to their WPAers that all could ob- 
tain good standing by the payment 
of $9, regardless of how much wes 
owed in back dues. Up to the time 


had 


caoneession 


the final notice was given 235 


of the 
and thereafter the number is said to 


taken advantage 


have gone well over the 250 mark. 
| That approximated 50° of the 600- 
odd Equity people in WPA. Those 


eee 
DACK 


into active membership will be 
required to pay the regular dues of 
$18 annually. 

Equity decided that so much of its 
time was taken in WPA matters that 
those members in the relief outfit 
should share in the expense of ad- 


ministering the association's affairs. 
It was also decided to find out how 
many of its people in WPA value 
their membership. 

| Up to now WPAers and other de- 
| linquents were granted excuse cards 
and were not required to pay dues 
until regular engagements were se- 
cured. They have attended meetings 
and, although not allowed to vote, 
have participated in one way or an- 
other. They have also been members 
of committees which called on 
Equity to help in many controversies 
and issues with WPA administrators. 

Equity leaders have no idea of eas- 
ing their efforts to help members in 
WPA, in fact they are more deiter- 
mined than ever in that direction. 
It is expected, however, that with 
half of its WPA contingent suspended 
there will be less confusion at meet- 
ings because those without paid-up 
cards will be excluded. 

Council decided this week to cf- 
fer members now on relief — or who 
subsequently join WPA — the same 
privilege of rejomning the association, 
with the payment of $9 after they 
go on the Government’s payroll. Most 
of them will be assigned to other 
cities, where WPA will stage shows 
soon, it is hoped. stipulations ure 
that they make application to Equity 
within three months after entering 
WPA and are not more eight 
years in arrears in dues. 


Group Theatre 
Seeks Best Play 


By Youngster 


than 





Play contest for contesta 
25 years of age is being sponsored by 
the Group Theatre. Prize of $506 
will be awarded for the best play 
submitted and entries may be of any 
length or subject matter. 

Judges will be Harold Clurman, 
director; Molly Day Thacher, pley 
reader, and Clifford Odets. Group 
does not guarantee a production for 


nts under 


the winning script, but has first 
chance to take on option. 
In announcing the contest the 


Group observed that five of its 
productions have been first plays. 


17 





St. Louis, May 3 


‘Harvest Time,’ three-act drama by 


Evereit Glass, of Berkeley, Cal s 
winner of the annual $250 playwrit- 
ng prize of the St. Louis Little The- 
tre. In contrast with prize plays of 
former years, ‘Harvest Time’ will not 
be included in the Little Theatre's 
ubscription series next season, but 

i be presented as an extra or asa 
laboratory production 


The Young E.izabeth,’ by Princess 


Amelia Rives Troubetzkoy, was 1937 
nne 
‘No Laughter in Heaven,’ by Mor. 
Pittinger, will open a tryo ai 
f } R m ¢ ib, N. y lav 15 
f t formances only. Me ee 
\ , directing, 
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| __ WPA Reviews 





SPIROCHETE 


Chicago, April 30. 
acts and prolog (16 scenes) 
Sundgaard; presented by the 
Living Newspaper of the Federal Theatre 
Project: produced by Harry Minturn, Di- 
rected by Addison Pitt. Settings, Clive 
| Rickabaugh; music, David Sheinfeld. At 
| the Blackstone, Chicago, April 29. 

Cast: Leon Edgar Beach, Leslie Spears, 
Mildred Kosar, Thomas McDermott, Charles 
Gordinier, Hubert Stumpf, James Diehl, 
William Ludke, Stuard Langley, Lester 
Podewell, Barbara Burruss Anne Hal- 
perin, Carl Rodgers. Burt Maxey, Florence 
Criovangelo Alic Triantes, Helen Gross- 
man, Hierbert Slade, Pat Devlin, Jack 
Herman, Gilbert Douglas, Roy Mosher, 
(haries Conklin, Mark Sullivan, Norman 
Hilvard, Sabino Rangel, Shawn, 
William Courneen, George Hoskyn, 
Phelps, John Allman, William Joy, 
Storch, Carl Adamson, Elmore Gailey, 
Milton Pollock, William Robertson, Michael 
Kingston, James Rice Thomas Frown, 

“Y Charles Lum Margaret 


Drama in two 
Ty Arnold 


Rosemary 


Silas 


Don Koeh!l 
lovce Carlotta Pa lli Alfred Clarke, 
Grant F Forrest Smith, Walier 
Krouse Chester Sears George Dayton, 
John Connor, Violet Le Claire Myrtle D: 

»! Hazel Haslam Dallas Tyler 
Beveridge, Charles Healy, Otis 
James Rice, Jack Fleming, 
John Taafe, Duke Watson 


rretnan 


Glen 
Cordinier, 
Edna Sexton, 


Long but good dissertation on 
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PI B d 4 | Add Strawhats 
ays on 10a W y | (Previously Omitted) 
—_——_- Ridgefield Players, Ridgefield, 
Conn. 
Washington Jitters HEARTBREAK HOUSE Band Box theatre, Suffield, 
Comedy in two acts by John Baruft and Comedy (revival) in three acts by George Conn. June. 
“i wt “ec tlart, adapted from Dalton Trum- Bernard rorya tehog art bar ost metd Washington Irving theatre, 
Ae = Se ee he yr: Re } Jol “—~ onia; ple Bene Millia Davenport. Ossining, N. Y.., eight weeks. 
Repertory Co. Staged by Hart and Worth- | At the Mercury, N. Y., April 20, '38; $2.20 | June. Alan Fishburn, 
pm “~ say og ye ge ott ye | ae 4 — a ig tee ne Green Mansions, Warrens- 
Radio ANMMOUNCEr. ...-.ccccssoees Erik Walz inode Darn a : —— hee burg, N. hes May a8. - 
Harvey Upp... +, Amtnons . } als \ iterwet re papi Jorce c hase Barn Piay ho ai 
MCHAMETTE » « Ba en Beers | Hesione Hushabye........ Mady Christians Whitefield, N. H. July 12. 
Se etice Seaeaae lh a rar cia Pieclo M 1ZZiN Dunn. - Erskine Sanford Fight weeks. 
Hamilton Dill Porrest Orr | Sector heaens * Ge Ringe om Bis. ‘nd Hedgerow theatre, Moylan- 
Congressman Fu <<a Se Htandall ¢ 0 John Hoysradt Rose Valley, Pa, May 15 
7 . i ru Fred 3S i ou sates Wyatt Jasper Deeter. 
Kuta Keefer pre ~_— Rney 2 eee ede Theatre-by-the-Sea, Mata- 
aa ee eer F waste Having establisted a reputation nuck, R. L, June 28. 10 weeks. 
Weilastab. 2. Dorothy Brackett | With three novelties, the Mercury Irs. Leonard S. Taylor. 
‘a ation we Douglass Por hire! theatre offers as its fourth play a Ivoryton Playhouse, Ivoryton, 
First Sens .+++Edwin Coope ‘onventional production of George Conn. Milton Stiefel 
loves Ne conaat ie Bernard Shaw's ‘Heartbreak House.’ Lake Whalom theatre, Fitch- 
cl < ee oon + harm mena In general, it’s a meritorious Job and bur 8. an SS 7 June 20. 12 weeks. 
Ses tea pe Ey : Wa should add some lustre to the Merk Guy Palmerton. ; : 
Gratiar ak Cartoton Douglass Parkhit wiekaivinieks Rollins Studio of Acting 
Senator Ransom John O'Shaughnessy | ~™' CE a os (Drew theatre), East Hampton, 
oberg toe oo je To be presented in repertory with L. I., July 15. Leighton Rollins. 
Sos ch cscs ethane Kendall Clark | ‘Julius Caesar, the new offering Tamarack Playhouse, Lake 
Mrs Dwight ee gy age ne sh should have reasonable — success. Pleasant, N. Y., July 15. Mal- 
A. Sien Painter..............Eawin Cooper | However, this ply about the discus- | colm Atterbury. 
~~ epee ay eeey ssa oon sions of a group of troubled intellec- | 
Jed caseeeseesees-David Clarke | tuals seems unlikely to equal the | F t P| 
§John Huntington | ‘Caesar’ record. It won’t arouse as| u ure ay 
Footmen ar ee Gorden | much discussion and it isn’t as vivid | = : 
2 show ‘ . , , 
First as ‘Simply Henry Hogg’ and ‘Heartbreak House,” begun by], - stage cdg Leeroy Mie i Ptepead 
‘ > (UT ech; : > aie : | comedy about Jewish life, by Sidney 
Little Dark Horse,’ ‘Washington Jit- | Shaw in 1913 and finished in 1916, 


> >»T ¢ ¢ 4 2 o y oe 
reverted to the original| was produced 18 years ago by the Lieberman, has been bought by Ed 
| Theatre Guild. Erskine Sanford, the 
visionary of the original cast, repeats 
his role in the current production, 
the only holdover. 
caust the world has undergone in the 
meantime, ‘Heartbreak’ remains a 
mettlesome drama, virtually as topi- 
cal as today’s headlines, | 
Although ‘Heartbreak’ reveals 

| Shaw at his angriest and most scin- | 
tillating, it’s confoundedly _long- 
| winded. Not only does it talk the | 
spectator into a stupor at times, but | 


ters’ then 
title of the novel by Dalton Trumbo, 
from which it was adapted. It’s the | 
final production of the Theatre Guild 
this season. A mildly diverting 
farce, it figures to have a modest | 
engagement, for while it delivers 
there’s too much politics to 
the episodic sequences. That was so, 
too, of one or two earlier Guild at- 
tractions since last Labor Day. 


Audrey Wood handled the deal. 
Producer was stage manager of the 


tion. ‘Shouldn’t Happen’ is Lieber- 
| man’s first play. 


lnughs Nitery Review 


(Continued from page 50) 


Guild announces it presents the) it frequently obscures its meaning adagio, they steam the customers 

Actors Repertory in ‘Jitters.’ Latter | behind a heavy fog of involved | into a fury. 2 
: ; frst formed during ‘Let | Words: | Frank Hall nicely m.c.’s, punch- 
group was hrs or : sel | : en =e aliande + cc , 

: 4 Riew tue senetn noes | For that reason, ‘Heartbreak’ of-| 198 Ovel hr oe her Me: n 
Freedom ing’ two seasons ‘| fered a difficult production assign- | SP0t. last eing ‘Stou earte en 
then attracted some attention by | . an fee ea Tallac from ‘New Moon,’ in which he an- 
B +} Dead’ There has been | ™* nt for the Orson Welles-John h wom Onl 

sury the Dead. rere = | Houseman combo. It’s an_assign- nounces e once appeared. nly 
plenty of tinkering with the play, 4 : EE Pee comedy comes from the 2 Georges, 

“at * veeched feasenabie | “e™ they haven't entirely met. tehenas oiane nae in dn anne 
yut a ee Fg e apa on Shaw’s method is to tickle an au- ee ‘kat a - tuft <a who ¢ gw 

» > > . ’ 1 . . | ‘Ke S 
form, "tl ul org its peer | dience’s funnybone with his clever “oe og ey “ t © > rab cote: Miser 
wre genes 4 to pgp Ao _ nb. | 120ling and, having captured atten- pein ami idie ue ae tal ion 

»o ’ Y = “4 - = , + . . 
teed number of shows for the SuD-| tion, to preach a long sermon. Then,| Woden _ soldier pantomime clog. 
scribers, having been one short last | just as the audience is about to be | Jean Landis, a _ tall, statuesque 


season. words, | blonde, is unusually agile in a high- 


{crushed by the weight of ~— ; 4 : : 
. kicking acrobatics, and Carlisle Sis- 


Originally proposed to present ‘Jit- | Shaw skips back to his effervescent 


’ 3 , 4 rc oar ~ arc 3 

ters’ for the subscribers only, but} drollery, impaling his audience with ters yy! cute — * ‘eos 
when the play looked fairly prom- | his sharpest barbs. hoofing ability. Angelo Di Palma, 
ising in rehearsal there was a change. | operatic tenor, still a fixture after 


This Merk production doesn’t al- 


: r . h- , < ¢ raere. ¢ 
However, showings had been given| more than two and a half years at 


| ways bring out the best in Shaw. | this t 

for about three weeks before the! Oocasionally ev i. — “oo , ‘ 

public debut. Reason for the large | mcr a eens por-|  Music’s by Fran Eichler’s orches- 
number af so-called peeviows 16 net) eee te inte | ee, subbing while Herman Mid- 


And the weighty preaching is scarce- 


dleman’s outfit is cruising. 
ly ever stirred into crackling life. 


clear and it’s stated that there is Local lad 
till ¢ -rcentage of scribers ye . : 
ee yng of subscribers y a As the half-mad (and completely , terp and show, with a sock tenor in 
ee ee a ; _— | sane) Capt. Shotover, director Welles | Bob Carter, who’s on radio here 
Actors Rep is an organization of | js for the most part satisfying. He | also under name of Jack Sherwood. 
younger players, and for that reason | conveys the rugged power of the | Cohen. 
half a dozen older actors were el | man and something of his explosive 
gaged, since the play has much to do | yersonality. But he has not been able 
with senators 
Primarily, it’s a man’s play. f Shs = es : ‘ ; 
: play | abilities. Neither his fine, resonant | Eddie Wittmer, who now man- 
|ages this East Side spot, has con- 
: | centrated o > swing 
And his makeup is so| ated on the element of swing to 
that he almost seems to be 
wearing a mask, 


Basic idea in ‘Jitters’ was used not! voice nor his husky young frame 
long ago in ‘Help Yourself,’ a WPA | suggest the 80-odd-years old man he 
farce from foreign original. Walter | is playing. 

fart, who's credited with the adap- | thick 
tation with John Boruff, was for- | 
merly with WPA, 


|lishment. Wittmer came over here 
apes |a few months ago after having closed 
| . Mady Christians, returning to legit | his Hannibal on West 46th, operated 
A mousey little sign painter from from several seasons in films, is not| by him for many years. 

Zanesville, O., working in Washing- | only a persuasive Hesione Hushabye, The George Morris orchestra is a 
ton, is mistaken for the co-ordinator | but she’s the only member of the} five-piece swing outfit of merit, 


of one of the capital’s alphabetical | cast with the captivating personal | while another musical group, indulg- | 


bureaus. He’s accepted by the bu-| flair that turns the playhouse into a 
reau’s head as having been appointed | theatre 
by ‘the fireside,’ an allusion to the 
White House. Actually, he’s the cre- 
ation of Harvey Upp, a political col- 
umnist, who frequently goes on the 
radio and makes the original error 
of thinking Henry Hogg is a new, 


t ing in Irish songs, is McNamara’s 
_ Phyllis Joyce is reasonably | Ensemble. With the swing quintet, 
convincing as Lady Utterword., |Marta Cerny’s takeoff on 
As Hector Hushabye, Vincent; White’ ils a highlight specialty. 
Price is at times completely credible! _ Other vocal specialists 
and at others almost impossible, He | Edna Sourey and Irene Stanley, both 
yccasionally camouflages the part by | on the swingo side and oke. Char. 
) ee overacting. Brenda Forbes is splen- 
fearless official. | did as the maid. Geraldine Fitzger- 
He comes upon Henry expressing | ald, as the guileful Ellie Dunn, is 
definite ideas about Washington and |! pretty enough to be a film prospect. 





Strawhats 





its politicians, but before being| In his earlier scenes George Cou- | ease . 
made a big shot, such outbursts|louris makes the mistake of bur- | (Continued from page 55) a 
are only spasmodic. A girl from | lesquing Boss Mangan. Since in writ-| fice, will operate this summer in | 


home, whom he yearns for, is the | ing the character Shaw already bur- | conjunction with his Carmel, N. Y., 


bureau head’s stenog and she spurs | lesqued the business man, the effect |strawhat. Others on the local staff 
the little guy. Comes the time when | is all wrong. Later, when the part | will be Hilda Spong, Jacques Cartier 
att administration bill is up for con- | grows more explosive, that approach ey. Rober pute 
sideration. Both opposition and the | is effective, but then the contrast is 
administration leaders corral Henry | nullified, 
into promising to speak against and Erskine Sanford is 
for the bill. He does neither, spills da: listic M: nels reg ne 

| idealistic Mazzini Dunn. 
the beans on the air and tells the} burglar. Eustace 
people it’s their fault if anything is | ep Megs 
the matter in Washington. In the} 
interim, Henry has gained fame and 
royalties through a= ghost-written 
book about the recession. 

i} mirnable. 


Most likeable characters are Henry | irst 


, 


|Emily Harford Avery, Robert Cham- 
plain, Kathryn Collier and Jay 
excellent as | Jostyn. 

And as the | Goodhue will continue his literary 
Wyatt is effective | 4a%enting for the Morris office by day 


it suggests a small boy on Hallowe’en | down 


| night. | duced. 
' 


All new plays will be pro- 


John Koenig's two settings are ad- 


Moral Tryouts 
Notably the one for the 


Richard Maibaum’s play, ‘A Moral 


and his girl, played by Fred Stewart | th, ie Pa p er Entertainment,’ taken by the Federal 
and Helen Shields, of the Rep. How-| home s ites the aa for the ; ate. Theatre Circuit, opened at Roslyn’s 
ever, Frank Shannon nearly takes! sai ° ; Hobe ~* | Theatre of the Four Seasons last Sat- 
top honors as Mehafferty, the ad- aa oe *~  lurday (30). 

ministration whip. Shannon has ' 


} 

| ‘ 

| It will play at Salem and several 
| 


» +} "a . “i a : 
Re “i i a ti |other strawhats during the summer. 
“Can ake Matinee. - 


Mahonac’s Summerite 


been in commercial pictures and is 
having an interlude on the stage 
Will Geer, who has appeared in sev- | 


ward P. Dimond for fall production. | 


Despite the holo- | Maurice Evans ‘Richard II’ produc- | 


has developed a sweet outfit, both for | 


and representatives. | to overcome certain physical unsuit- | WHIRLING TOP, N. i 


pep up things in this sedate estab-, 


‘Snow }., : - | 
| judge in the prolog; Don Koehler, as | 
include | 


except that his makeup is so heavy |and commute to Carmel after sun- | 


syphilis, dramatizing the apocalyptic 


Albert | 


beginnings of the disease and tracing 


1 humor. It's the story of a garment 
; worker who deserts his shop to open 
|a delicatessen eatery. where he in- 
tends featuring dancing. But ha 
needs capital. This, his relatives sup- 
ply, after considerable emotional per- 
| suasion, during which the worker's 
| wife threatens violent suicide unless 
the relatives subscribe. 

After opening, a series of discour- 
aging events, including a burglary 
and demands made upon him by 
racketeers, leave him straddled. Even 
his relatives, rather than be partners, 
|}are his creditors. He seeks aid from 
| public groups, all of which appear to 
|be peculiarly unacquainted with the 
| conditions they endeavor to correct. 
Finally, the garment worker has no 
out, and in his despair winds up again 
|at the old workshop. Presumably he 
has found his level. That’s the moral 
| Chaim Shneyer, who plays the 
| leading role, gives a good perform- 
|ance. Nearly all the others are okay, 
too. 

Settings, costumes 
music get by. 


and incidental 


Shan 


iay Out of Town 


jits spread throughout the world | 
; While researchers seek to find its 
cause and cure 


It’s an obvious preachment for the 


most part, but it comes through as 
| good, solid theatre on the strength 
}of fine production and _e careful 


| Staging under the supervision of 
| Harry Minturn. In ‘Spirochete’ the 
| Federal Theatre finds its best argu- 
ment for its existence; delivering a 
play of real social importance. 
| Prolog sets the purpose of 
| dlay, taking place at the 
| License Bureau, where a couple ob- 
| jects to the new law, which insists 
}on examination for venereal disease 
| before a license can be issued. Radio 
|commentator tells them the story 
| behind the new law, and fades 
a 15-scene history of syphilis, start- 
|}ing with its supposed importation 
to Europe by sailors of the Colum- 
bus expedition to America. Next 
| scenes trace its spread. The victims 
| are symbolized by ‘The Patient,’ 
played with excellent bitterness by 
William Courneen, a striking figure, 


the 


that stalks through the 500-year | 
| spread of the story. 
Occasionally the play breaks to 


short shorts dealing with the effect 
of the plague on individuals. 
the story of a young 
the 19th century who 
cide rather than marry an innocent 
firl. In the 20th. the short short 
describes a syphilitic and his 
restoration when medicine comes to 
his aid, 

Rest of the scenes are devoted to 
the pioneer researchers for the cause 
and cure of the disease describing the 
work of Girolamo Fracastoro, John 


commits sui- 


|Hunter, Phitlipe Ricorde, Fritz 
| Schaudinn, Elie Metchnikoff. Jules 
| Bordet, Wasserman, Paul Ehrlich 
j}and S. Hata. Winds up in the 
i Illinois state legislature, with the 


| 


pro-examination faction finally win- 
| ning its fight for such a law in 1937. 
In the final legislature scene the 
'speaker brings the curtain down 
with a direct speech to the audience, 
stating that the eradication of 
syphilis depends on the cooperation 
of the public. 

Cast of nearly 100 handles the job 


| well, with effective production and | 


|lighting. Scenes plaved on upper 
and lower stages, in addition to flash 
scenes on both sides of the stage. 
Entire production moves fast. 
Standouts are Edgar Beach, as the 


the young man in the 


George 


19th century; 
Dayton, as  Metchnikoff: 
Charles Healy. as the 20th 
sufferer, and Courneen as 
bolic patient. 


The 


Tailor Becomes a 


Storekeeper 
(IN YIDDISH) 


Satire fn 3 acts (7 
sci Presented by 
Staged by Martin 
fouzonoff: music, 


the 
Gold. 


scenes) by David Pin- 
Federal Theatre Project. 
Wolfson: settings, Paul 
Maurice Rauch: costumes, 








H.R. Kostoff. At Daly's, N. Y., April 13, 
"S38: $1.10 top. 

Cast: Chaim Shnever, Morrie Welssman, 
Warold Schutzovan, Morris Dorf, Maddie 
Pascal, Morris Gross, Isidore Katz, Herman 
WKurlanchik, Nathan Malkia, Sam) Silver- 

bush, Archie Aronowitz, Minnie CGuralnick, 
Sarah Kindman, Zelda Durbin, Tillie Bache 
| noff, Jennie Sambkoff Rose Selazo. Morris 
| Rilavsk Emilie Adler, Robert Schuman, 
Mux Rosenblatt Rubin Doctor, louis 
| Schnier Louis Coopersmith, Max Malinof- 
| sky, Osias Finkelstein, Rsther Adler, Guss a | 
| Kero, Ida ' r, Yetta Schiengold, Morris 
| Silberstein, Vishel Kanapoff. Clara Tieher 
j man, Peart Winters, David Mevrowitz, 
Manny Lowenstein Sotia Mishel, Jack 
| Tamny, Jed Cogert Harry Miller Henry 
|} Blum, Isidore Vernick, Aaron Goldblum, 
| Aaron Nuger Miriam Grossman Felix 
Bimko, Bertha Kreissherg, Bert Price. 


This problem play by David Pin- 


eral shows this season, is also of the Philadelphia, May 3 om | ski, presented bv the Federal Thea- 
Rep. He plays a grizzled opposition , gage ia ty* ullbg Hill-Top players, under the direc- |tre Project of the Works Progres< 
senator with a peculiar drawling Vet Iegiters at the Edwin Forrest | tion of David G. Fischer, will have a | Administration. is a  philosovhical 
voice. At times he gives an i npres- | Home for Retired Actors were en-|10-week strawhat season beginning | work and doesn’t possess sufficient 
sion of Fred Allen, which didn’t ap-|tertained last Wednesday (27) at| June 27 at the Mahopac theatre, | attributes for commercial showin* 
pear to be so when he was in ‘Of! matinee of ‘You Can't Take It With! Lake Mahopac, N. Y. | Acting and staging, however, are 
Mice and Men.’ Others identified in| you’ at the Locust theatre. Man-| Fischer will present two plays of | 8904. 

a rather large cast are Anthony Ross | 4 amen} played host his ow ' d rt ape rother tr : t It’s an emotional drama, but sin- 
as the columnist; Bertram Thorn, as | et cinen siienwadee NS OWN and pernaps another tryout, | sulariv lacking in popular, romantic 
a vuzzling representative, and For- ey were afterwards guests of | besides a number of Broadway ’ 


suc- 
Onening bill will be ‘Yes, My 
Darling Daughter.’ 


| Margaret Callahan, of the cast, at aj cesses. 
dinner at the Sylvania hotel. 


rest Orr and Francis Pierlot as sen- 
ators. Ibee. 


appeal. 
cial satire. 
tirical 


Pinski has composed a so- 
its obvious, sa- 
natural 


And in 


way, it possesses 


Marriage | 


into | 


It tells | 
syphilitic in | 


final | 


century | 
svm- | 


LADY AT LARGE 


New Haven, April 30 


Comedy-melodrama in three x 


Scenes, by Philip Goodman; presented by 
Milton Shubert Staged by Joha Hayde 
Settings Watson Barratt eature Miar- 
‘ot Grahame and James Rennie At the 
Shubert, New Haven, April 29-30, "35; $2.0 
top, 

The Lady ce Margot Grahame 
The Gentleman,...... James Rennie 
Bele tS eee ere Arthur Donatdson 
| Waiter... sseceneeene + Alfred A H ’ 
| RMOUINGOR . cccceeces Dudley Clements 
PRIS: 5. < ce cchicvas’ Thomas Wisher 
PERMOCLOE. 6a siden ees William FL Scheele 
i ee) ee ‘ Mabel Paige 
Stenographer bee Marcella Swanson 


‘Lady at Large’ is fairly incoher- 
ent for a couple of acts, but unravels 
into something ‘intelligible in the 
final stanza. Play carries a cops-and- 
robbers theme and early moments 
|attempt to baffle the audience as to 
just who’s the detective and who's 
the crook. Baffling goes so far that 
nobody can tell just what it’s allt 
about until well into the second act. 

Plot has been done repeatedly, 
particularly on the screen. It con- 
cerns an American femme adven- 
ture-seeker, who teams with a for- 
eign crook. She's being trailed by 
an American detective, who catches 
up with her in a small town in Swit- 
zerland. They go for each other ro- 
mantically, and it looks like some- 
thing may come of it, but the girl 
slips an overdose of sleeping potion 
{in the wine of the detective’s part- 
ner and he dies froia its effects. 
| In order to save the girl from @ 
| murder charge, the detective trumps 
|up a deposition supposedly given by 
the girl in which she claims the vic- 
tim took the powders himself to ease 
a heart ailment. The girl refuses to 
sign the document, believing she can 
square some of her former crimes by 
confessing to this one, and heads for 
the local jail to surrender herself. 
But the gumshoe beats her to it by 
forging her name to the paper, leav- 
ing her free to clear out. They de- 
cide that a marriage will only ruin 
the man’s life and that’s the way it’s 
left at the finale—a permanent part- 
|ing of the pair. 

Despite its lack of novelty, the 
play can be built into a moderately 
| successful offering with proper doc- 


|toring. As it stands, it has touches 
|}of comedy, romance and suspense, 


but not enough of each. Play runs 
jless than two hours, which includes 
several scenes that deaden the tempo 
considerably. 

Margot Grahame’s American stage 
debut, is marked bv good perform- 
}anece, but she could probably go 
|much farther with something better. 
James Rennie opens indifferently as 
the pursuing detective, but warms 
up as the play moves along. Dudley 
Clements, as Rennie’s partner, lends 
what little comedy there is, and Wil- 
liam F. Schoeller is good as a Swiss 
police inspector. Thomas Fisher's -in- 
ternational crook is okay. 

Watson Barrait’s setting of a bed- 
room in a Swiss hotel, said to be a 
replica of the original, is decorative 
John Havden’s staging leaves some- 
thing to be desired during the lead- 
weighted first half: nunchy moments 
in latter half handled better. 

Elem. 


KANIN’S REWRITE 
Meyer, Kanin, who has gone to the 
Coast, has taken with him the script 
of ‘We the Willoughby.” the play 
he co-authored with Harry Ingram 


Script has been bought by John 
| Golden. 
Kanin is working on revisions. 








Available for Reliable 


SUMMER STOCK 


Experienced theatre 
treesurer, publicity evan, 


eo VARIETY, New Work. 


manager, 
Box 4. 
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Chi Season in the Homestretch: 


LEGITIMATE GROSSES 





VARIET 








‘Wagon’ $15,700, ‘Room Service’ $75 


Chicago, May 3. 

Indications are that there will be 
only one show in town next week. 
This will be ‘You Never Know,’ mu- 
gical, in at the Grand f-.r a three- 
week stay. It replaced ‘Star Wagon. 

‘Room Service’ is in its final 
gion in the Selwyn and blows Sat- 
wrday (7) after 10 so-so weeks. Had 
@ tough time getting started. 

Nothing else <1 the horizon at this 
dime, with the talk confined almost 
entirely to consideration of next sea- 
son's possibility. American Theatre 
Society is already releasing readers 
on the 1938-1939 ride, breaking with 
*Mice and Men’ as the initialer in 
September or October. 

WPA came through with a winner 
at the Blackstone with the opening 
of ‘Spirochete,’ a Living Newspaper 
dramatization of the history of syph- 
jlis and its effect upon the social 
structure. 

Estimates for Last Week 


ses- 


‘Room’ Service,’ Selwyn (10th 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Held to good 


gross last week, hitting $7,500; should 
elick off a five-figure take currently 


eon final week announcement; heads 
eastward. 

‘Star Wagon,’ Grand (3d—final 
week) (1,300; $2.75). Finished a run 
ef two days less than three weeks 
Saturday (30) and scrarimed east- 
ward; bowed out with neat $15,700. 
“You Never Know’ opened Sunday 
(1) at a $3.30 top. 


WPA 
‘Big White Fog,’ Great Northern. 
Colored drama getting a fine play. 
‘Spirochete,’ QIlackstone (opened 
Friday—29). Living newspaper 
drama of syphilis looks like winner 
for Project; got away to strong start. 


BAD ‘BOY’ $5,000; 
TAKE $7,000, SF. 


San Francisco, May 3. 

“Golden Boy’ tolded at the Curran 
Theatre Saturday (30) after three 
weeks of disappointing business. 
*You Can't Take It with You’ is in 
jis sixth week, with several more to 
go. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Golden Boy,’ Curran (3d-final 
week) (1.771; $2.75). Only about 
$5,000 for the finale; folded Saturday 
(30): Jooks like the management will 
be lucky to pay the salaries; press 
raves were meaningless. 

‘You Can't Take It with You,’ 
Geary (5th week) (1,550; 
Holding up strong; fifth stanza drew 
ground $7,000. 

WPA 

‘Murder Has Been Arranged,’ Al- 
@azar (lst week) (1,269; $1.10). First 
nergy of this comedy on the 

oast; set for a run of two weeks. 


‘RAT’ $7,000, MONT'L; 
ENDS STRONG SEASON 


Montreal. May 3. 
Montreal's legit season at His Ma- 


jesty’s ended Saturday (30) with 
‘Brother Rat.’ Season has been up 
and down, with five shows since 


New Year's, all by good New York 
companies. Prices were $2.50 top, 
sometimes plus, sometimes including 


tax, making a difference of 35c. 
Topping them all was ‘Whiteoaks 


with a handsome (for this city) gross 
of $15.000. ‘You Can't Take It With 
You’ was next with $11,000. ‘Yes, 
My Darling Daughter’ grossed $9,000 
and the Columbia Opera Co. made 
$7,000. 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘Brother Rat,’ His Majesty's ‘single 
week) (1,600; $2.85). Big house first 
night, but slid off later due to local 
conditions; $7,000, fair enough. 


‘Take’ $8,400, Two Dates; 
‘Lady’ $2,000, New Haven 


New Haven, May 3. 

Shubert season is on its last legs, 
With nothing further booked. Last 
week saw mild business on two pro- 
ductions, a repeat run (first halt) 
of ‘You Can't Take It With You’ and 
the weekend preem of Milton Shu- 
vert’s ‘Lady at Large.’ 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘You Can't Take It With You,’ 
Shubert (1,700: $2.20). Second stop- 
over this season landed around so- 
S© $3,200 for three davs. 

‘Lady at Large,’ Shubert (1.700: 
$2.20). Response to tryout not too 
00d; around $2,000 on three per- 


formances 


Providence. May 3. 
‘You Can't Take It With You’ went 
O'g with localities at Playhouse in 
three-day run Jast week. Grossed 
Cig $5,200. 


+ 


$2.75). | 





Road Legit Grosses 


Estimated total grosses 
last week $218,000 
(Based on 21 shows) 
Total grosses same week 
last year 
(Based 


$154,200 
on 00 shows) 


DAUGHTER’ NICE 
$15,000, WASH. 











Washington, May 3. 


popular fancy 
American 


last week and with 
Theatre Society backing 
it up as the last subscription offering 
of the season it bucked both warm 
weather and opening of outdoor: 
spots successfully. 
Current is ‘Tobacco 


Road,’ mark- 


selling at $1.65 top and making frank 
bid for pop trade using farewell en- 
gagement attack. ‘Star Wagon’ fol- 
lows week of May 9. 

Estimate for Last Week 





‘Yes My Darling Daughter,’ Na- 
tional (single week) (1.698; $2.75). | 


Mighty nice at around 
‘Tobacco Road’ is current, 


$15,000. 


TOBACCO’ $8,500, PITT; 
‘3 WALTZES’ CURRENT 


Pittsburgh, May 3. 

‘Tobacco Road’ came back to the 
Nixon last week for fourth time and 
had the stuff left to make latest visit 
profitable. 

Nixon has “Three Waltzes’ current, 
which will ring down legit season. 
Wind-up marks one of house’s most 
successful years, getting 30 weeks in 
all (including four with roadshow 
films) to top’ last season by several 
weekg. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Tobacco Road’ (2,100: $1.65). Ap- 
parently there’s no. stopping this 
show here; at low top, and on fourth 
visit, the long-winded hit came in 
with around $8,500. 


‘Never Know’ $20,000; 
‘Wagon’ Current, Det. 


Detroit. Mav 3. 
‘You Never Know’ last week 
clipped off the highest take in many 
weeks at the Cass. ‘Star 
opened week's stand at the house 
last night (Monday). 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘You Never Know,’ Cass (single 
week) (1.400: $3.30). Cole Porter 
musical grabbed around $20.000, very 
nifty in view of bad biz conditions in 
locality. “Star Wagon’ is current. 


‘Daughter’ $6,500, New’k 
Newark, May 3. 
“Yes. My Darling Daughter’ at the 
Shubert drew a nice break from 
the local crix and a warm reception 
from the public. Some reviews 
called it the best cast of the season 
Continued for another week. 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ Shu- 
{bert (Ist weck) (1.960: $1.50). At 
the tag end of the season this bright 
comedy pulled a nifty $6.500 at the 
wicket and rated a holdover. 


Fla. WPA Foids 


Jacksonville, May 3. 


After a month of continuous en- 
Scagements through the. state of 
Florida, the Federal Theatre Play- 


ers, Jacksonville's 
legits, gave their final presentation of 


Belasco’s 


only ssional 


profe 


original stage drama of 


gold fever davs, “The Gir! of the 
Golden West,’ on Fiiday (29), Copy- 
right privileges for local production 
were withdrawn Saturday. 

Marveda Green and Francis 
Stringfellow took leading roles 
Nina Probetie, director. 

DELAYED ‘THANKS’ 
San Francisco, May 3 
Alan Dinehart show. “Thanks for 


Vv Wife,” which was set to preem 
at the Geary next week, has been 
set back to May 30 
Understood the 
jtion difficulties. 


cause 38 proauc- 


Yes, My Darling Daughter’ caught | 


ing the fourth time the sharecropper | 
drama has made local stand, this one | 


Wagon’ | 


‘Waltzes’ Tame 106, 
Stock, $2,900, Balto 


Baltimore, May 3. 


season the town is depending on the 
newly-formed stock at the Audi- 
torium for legit, except for the 
opening of the new Charles 
burn-Ben Gross comedy due _ to 
preem at the Maryland 


Was- | 


With Ford's already closed for the | 


tonight | 


| (Tuesday ). 
| Stock company got off to a fair 
|opening with Jean Muir in ‘High 
Tor’ last week against opposition 
from ‘Three Waltzes’ in at Ford's. 
Critics took kindly to the new 
group. Currently presenting ‘To- 
night at 8.30’ with Norma Terris 
|and Philip Huston in leads. Plan to 
follow with Sally Rand in ‘They 
Knew What They Wanted’ and 


Sylvia Sydney in ‘Pygmalion.’ 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Three Waltzes,’ Ford's (single 
week) (1,900; $2.78). Arrival of hot 
weather was no help to the musical, 
which attracted lower price seat sale 

and unsatisfactory $10,000 


| ‘High Tor,’ Auditorium (stock 
| company ) Ci.575; St.2%), Good 
|notices for Jean Muir and Philip 

Huston in leads; got off to $2,900 


opener. 


“ANGEL” $17,000, 
WOMEN 126 
BOSTON 


Boston, May 3. 


Depression has definitely hit Hub 
legit, and with three shows com- 
peting with each other, last week 


provided relatively thin pickings for 
all of them. 
‘The Women’ 


has announced one 
|; more week, but will stay a fourth 
if trade warrants. Three weeks now 
looks like its limit, however, as b.o, 
response has been mediocre. 


‘Man from Cairo,’ with Joseph 
Buloff, Helen Chandler and Viola 
Roache, maintained encouraging 

|pace through second, final week. 


Opens at the Broadhurst, N. Y., to- 
morrow (Wednesday). ‘Lady at 
Large’ came in from New Haven last 
night (Monday). ‘Pins and Needles’ 
comes into the Majestic May 9. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Man from Cairo.” Wilbur (2d- 
final week) (1,227; $2.75). Left Sat- 
urday (30) after two. satisfactory 
$8.000 stanzas, 

‘I Married an Angel,’ Shubert (2d 
week) (1,590; $3.30). Hasn't yet hit 
socko stride predicted by local press 
raves: $17,000 last week; winds up 
Saturday (7). 

‘The Women,’ Colonial (2d week) 
(1,643; $2.75). Received warm wel- 
come from press, word-of-mouth is 
good, but matinee and top shelf biz 
represents the bulk of the trade; 
second week adequate $12,000; com- 
pany ends tour here. 

‘Lady at Large,’ Plymouth (opened 


last night—Monday) (1.480; $2.75). 
Shubert production, with Margot 


Grahame in the lead. 


HELEN HAYES’ 
$30,300 WEEK 


Denver, May 3. 
In two nights and two mats ‘Vic- 
toria Regina, with Helen Hayes, 
packed the municipal auditorium to 
near sellouts for all pérformances to 
set a long-time record. With ticket 
sales booming on the opening das 
for reservations three weeks before 
the opening A. M. Oberfelder, who 
brought the show here. asked for the 
second mautinee Heretotore three 
shows here were thought to be about 
the Jimit. 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘Victoria Regina,’ Auditor:um 
800: $3.36). Beeootyv (0°9.000 


(2.- 


Sault Lake City, Mav 3 
Helen Hayes pulled a juicy $11.500 


for three performances at the Par- 
umount here last week (28-29). Added 
to the $19.000 chalked up at Denver 


vross to $30.300 
seven performances 


it brought the total 
for a week of 


‘RAT’ 8G, B’KLYN 
Brooklyn, May 3. 
‘Brother Rat’ did a nice build-up 
at the Majestic here last week. 
Started slowly, but grew steadily 
and wound up the week to a nice 
total Holding over this week, but 
probably cant make a third 


Estimate for Last Week 
| ‘Brother Rat,’ Majestic ‘Ist week) 
(1.708: $1.65). Troupe direct from 
its New York run pulled z appy 
$8.000 last week; sticks thie week 


ithen folds, 


Bway Grosses Take Sharp Tumble; 


Circle’ Best of Newcomers, $12,500, 


‘Heartbreak House Also Seems In 





B’way Legit Grosses 


Estimated 
last 


total 
week 

(Based on 23 shou 
Total grosses same week 


grosses 
$241,500 
s) 











last year $288,500 
(Based on 23 shows) 
Broadway’s legits hit the skids last 
week, Grosses n most n ace 
suffered a drop t) ul ¢ minate a the 
improvement during kaster week 





Monday (27) curiously saw excellent 
attendance and later when the 
ing became dull, showmen wondered 


why. Decline in takings averaged 
$2,000 on the week 

Another show (‘Room Service’) 
with a long engagement record 


dropped the top to $2.20, same scale 


now used for ‘The Women.’ Latte: 
show had announced the final week 
and played 10 times during the ho 

day week to heavy takings k 
week of the holdover was “disap- 
pointing, however, with the gross at 
| $8,000, a drop of more than $9,000 
‘Hooray for What’ also’ lowered 
prices for most tickets. There. are a 
number of shows with salary*cut 


usual during the final weeks of the 
e€ason, which technically expire 
May 31 when most contracts expire 

Among the more recent arrival 


‘The Circle’ revival appears the most 


successful. Business rose against the 
trend, with takings around $12,500 
last week. Revival of ‘Heartbreak 
House,’ Mercury, late last week. 
should fare well, too, getting a press 
break. 

-ulitzer prize given ‘Our Town’ 
two weeks after the critics picked 
‘Mice and Men’ should benefit the 
former. Latter held its much im- 


proved form during the second week 
after the win. 

Three new shows this week 
‘Washington Jitters’ (Guild), ‘Eve on 
| the Sparrow’ (Vanderbilt) and ‘Man 
from Cairo’ (Broadhurst) Next 
week brings in the musical, ‘I Mar- 
ried an Angel’ (Shubert) and ‘Gen- 
tlemen Need a Shave’ (Mansfield) 
Only one show in rehearsal listed is 
‘The Two Bouquets,’ musical 
‘Escape This Night’ was a quick fold 
at the 44th Street last Saturday (30) 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘All the Living,’ Fulton (6th week) 
(D-913; $3.30). Cut-rating helped 
somewhat last week when gross was 
quoted around $6,000; may stick into 
summer, 


also 


‘Bachelor Born,’ Lyceum (14th 
week) (C-957: $3.30). Offish busi- 
ness last week all along the line. 


with this laugh show included: $8,000 
to some profit, however. 

‘Escape This Night,’ 44th Street. 
Yanked Saturday (30) after a week 
and two davs. 

‘Eve on the Sparrow,’ Vanderbilt 
(opened last night—Tuesday) (C-804: 
$3.30). Presented by Girvan G., 
Higginson; written by Maxwell Sel- 
ser, postponed from last week. 
‘Golden Boy,’ Belasco i2Zbii week } 
| (C-1,000; $3.30). Eased off to around 
$10,500; good profit at that level for 
one of indicated summer holdovers. 


‘Hooray for What,’ Winter Garden 


(22d week) (M-1,671: $4.40). Extra 
pace announces downward revision 
of scale: ticket sale to May 21: $18.- 
000 estimated last weck 

‘I'd Rather Be Right,’ Alvin (26th 
week) (M-1,355: $4.40). Leade: im- 
proved business after Easter slight 


under week, but 


$24,000. 

‘Of Mice and Men,” Music 
week) (D-1,019; $2.75). 
iward revived ‘interest in 
drama, which topped 
last week. 

‘On Borrowed Time,’ Lonvacre 
(3th week) (D-1.019; $3.50). Some 
performances held up strone¢ly: sure 
ummer stayer got around $14,500. 

‘Once Is Enough,’ Miller ‘lith 


| 

holiday near}s 
Box (23d 
Critics 
unusual 


$11,000 


avalhi 


week) (C-944; $3.30). Will probably 
play into June; comedy eased off 
ymmewhat last week, with gros 


around $9,000 level 


‘Our Town,’ Morosco (13th week) 
(D-961: $3.30). Awarded Pulitzer 
prize which ups chances for summer 
holdover; very ypood last week at 
$12? 000 

‘Man From Cairo,’ Broadhurst 
(opens tonight—-Wednesday) ‘(C-l.- 
116; $3.30) Presented by Michael 
Todd, adaptation by Dan Goldberg 
from French ‘Christian.’ 

‘Room Service,’ Cort (50th week) 
(C-1,064: $2.20). e p drooped from 
$3.30: business ha been moderate 


nee first of year; $7,000 }; week 


‘Schoolhouse on the Lot,’ Ritz ‘6th 
week) (C-918:; $3.30) Sunday nights 
discontinued: business continues te 
now some operating profit. claimed 
takings around $6,000 

‘Shadow and Substance” Gilden 

144th week) (D-789: $3.30) Keal 





coin-getter with summe: chances 


good: over $11,000 last week. 


‘Susan and God,’ Plymouth (30th 
week) (CD-1,106; $3.50) Slated fer 
anothe! month and could stick 
through ummer; has topped the 
traight plays right along; over $15,- 
000 last week 

‘The Women,’ Barrymore (7ith 
week) (C-1,048; $2.20) Slice of 
prices brought no box office rust 
held over after announcement of 
closing: dived $10,000 from level of 
previous week; $8,000 


‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (2291 

veek) ((C-1,107: $1.65) Length of 
tay hardly predictable, but will ge 
into summer period; about $4,500 and 
ome profit last week 


‘You Can’t Take It “With You,’ 
Booth (72d week) (C-708: $3.30). 
Busines off dufvig Ist week's 
lackening pace, with gross slightly 
more than $9,000: still looks good for 


econd summer. 


‘Washington Jitters,’ Guild (opened 


Monday 2) (C-914 $3.30) Pre- 
ented by Theatre Guild: wriiten by 
John Boruff and Walter Hart: had 
three weeks of preview 

‘What a Life,’ Biltmore (3d week) 
(C-991; $3.30). Lower floor weak 
but management confident of run: 
not costly to operate: euoted around 
$7.000: gox Saturday 

‘Whiteoaks,’ Hudson (Sth week) 
(D-1,094; $3.30) Satisfactory at- 
tendance, with matinees continuing 


to be best attended; estimated around 
£10,000 





Added 
‘Pins and Needles,’ Labor Stage 
(20th week) (R-500: $2.75). Added 
number of performances will] prob- 


ably up gross to new high; estimated 
over $8,C0O0O in small house. 
Revivals 

‘The Circle,” Playhouse (2d week) 
| (C-879; $3.30). Second week topped 
the initialer, with takings going over 
| $12,500; regarded as excellent 

‘Heartbreak House,’ Mercury (1st 
week) (CD-622; $2.20). Opened late 
last week, drawing favorable press; 
‘Julius Caesar’ will resume late next 


week, with both revivals splitting 
the week thereafter. 
WPA 


‘Trojan Incident,’ St. James 
‘One Third of a Nation,’ Adelphi. 
‘Prologue to Glory,’ Elliot. 
‘Haiti,’ Lafayette, Harlem. 


TAKE IT’ $11,000, 
PINS’ 106, 
PHILLY 


Philadelphia, May 3. 
Philly has four stage shows on tap 
again this week. Crop consists of “A 
Doll's House’ at the Forrest, ‘Pins 
und Needles’ at the Chestnut, ‘You 
Can't Take It With You’ at the Lo- 
cust, and Maurice Schwartz's ‘Broth- 


ers Ashkenazi’ winding up a two 
weeks’ stay at the Walnut. 

Only shows mentioned for the rest 
of the season are “Tobacco Road. ree 
turning to the Erlanger next Mon- 
day, and ‘Star Wagon,’ skedded at 
the Forrest May 16 One or two 
other legit bookings may be fivured 
on, but no more. All in all, it’s been 
another dreary season for Philly 


legits, although perhaps a bit better 
than 1936-37. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Pins and Needles,’ Chestnut (2d 
week) (1,650; $3.28). Off decidedly 
after strong tart. though still in 
money class with $10,000; closes Sat- 
urdayv (7). 


‘You Can't Take It With You.’ Lo- 


cust (2d week) (1,400: $2.75). Hold- 
ing even course, though h:iving 
trouble filling big lower floor: in- 
other fortnight after this seems as- 


week 
Forrest 


ired: $11,000 last 
‘A Doll's Heuse,’ 


fonened 


last nipvht, Monday) (2.000; $2.75). 
Jed Harris production starring Ruth 
(;ordon: set for two weeks 


‘Caesar’ $6,200, Cincy: 
Town’s Season Fr-ls 


a 


Cincinnati 


‘Julius Cacsar’ at the Ca: inst 
week failed to enthuse the nat -es, 
although the cricks steamed on 


the thing and publicity in the a: ‘Ss 

s large. 

It was the theatre’s first show in 
everal week House has if umed 
darkne and will likely remain rt 
until next season, 


Estimate for Last Week 


‘Julius Caesar,’ Cox tsinele eck) 
(1.327: $2.75). Disanpointine except 
for the two Saturday ¢29) shows; 
only $6290 for the week. 
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American Composers Alliance last 


week took exception to a circular 
letter issued by the American So- | 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 


Publishers warning its members 
against assigning any of their rights 
Alliance or allying them- 


+} 
to 1e 


witl it. Alliance, which 
1iins a membership of 250 writers 
) ‘rious music, advised ASCAP 
it it has not asked anybody to as- 
anything to it and that the 
yrganization was for the time being 
rely iterested studying the 
1ich embraces the commer- 

cial users of serious music. 
Lette from ASCAP was Sig- 
natured by John G. Paine, general 
manager, and stated that if any 


ASCAP member joined the Alliance 
he may be obligated to grant the 
Alliance rights, which have been 
eranted already by the ASCAP 
member to the latter organization. 


Paine’s circular communication also 
pointed out that ASCAP had a 
special committee inquiring into the 


question of licensing concert halls 
and like places. and that it would bs 
best for ASCAP members not to be- 
involved with the Alliance 
until this committee had made its 
recommendations. 

ASCAP’s board of directors has 
preferred to take it easy about ex- 
tending its operations to the concert 
field. There’s been the question as 
to whether the licensees should be 
the individual artists or the opcra- 
tors of the hall. ASCAP, in its prob- 


come 


ing so far, has encountered many 
angles that it never has had to deal 
with, such as whether its present 


agreements with foreign performing | 
| honored at two performances held in 


societies are broad enough to cover 
the concert field. 
money collected from this source 
should get into the general collec- 
tions or be set aside strictly for the 
publishers and writers of serious 
Buusic, 


C. 0. SKINNER’S $1,000 
PAYOFF JAMS MANAGER 


Buffalo, May 3. 
A first degree larceny charge, aris- 
of the recent appearance 
here of Cornelia Otis Skinner, was 
lodged against William J. Neill, Jr., 
local concert manager, based upon a 


check for $1,000 which he gave Miss 
Skinner for services. Neill was held 
in $2,500 bail. Police stated that the 





ing out 


bench warrant had been issued fol- , 
indictment by the) 


lowing secret 
Grand Jury last Friday. 

According to the policy the check 
given by Neill to Miss Skinner for 
her performance here on March 28 
was returned marked ‘insufficient 
funds,’ but according to Neill he 
stopped payment on the check after 
a dispute had developed, due to the 


demand of Miss Skinner for the em- | 


ployment of union stagehands and 
musicians contrary to the terms of 
her contract. Neill stated that the 
matter was purely a civil one. 





Ciovanni Cuffs One 


On WNYC for Fiorello 


Giovanni Martinelli, Met Opera 
tonor, will cuff his talents Sunday 
(3) afternoon on the ‘Symphonic 


Hour’ over WNYC, N. Y.’s non-com- 


mercial, municipally owned station. | 


Tenor’s paid appearances on the net- 
works have been 
turndowns of offers. 

Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia, 


WNYC, got Martinelli to 


the program. The Mayor will m.c. 
the show, thus debuting as an air 
performer doing other than = an 
oratorical role. 





Gigli Books 28 Dates 


For Return to U. S. 


Beniamino Gigli has been booked 
next season with the 
San Francisco Opera Co., and three 
Also set for two Ford 
concerts | 


for six dates 
with Chicago. 
Show airings, and has 17 
set all over the U.S. 

Understood Gigli still 


he hasn’t sung in about 10 years. 


| which 
| emerged from the carmine last week 


Also, whether the | 


i only deficit he had recognized. | 
} 
| 


fewer than his 
who 


takes a deal of personal interest in 
work on 


dickerin? 


Composer Group Flays ‘Warning’ 


By ASCAP Vs. New Membership Tie 





+> 


Rethberg Sails For 
Tour, Pinza Following 
Elisabeth Rethberg, Metropolitan 
Opera soprano, sailed Saturday (30) 
ap- 


for Buenos Aires, where she'll 


pear in concert and opera at the 
Teatro Colon. She'll be joined late 
this month by Ezio Pinza, Met basso, 
with whom she'll pair in concert and 
opera. 

Bookings are tentatively scheduled 
for the pair elsewhere in South 
America under a management agree- 
ment with the Teatro Colon. After 


their S. A. appearances, they’ll go to 
Europe also for joint opera and con- 
cert appearances, ending their tour 
probably sometime in the early fall 
and then vacashing until the start of 
the Met season in November. 


ST. LOUIS OPERA 
WIPES OUT 66 
DEFICIT 


St. Louis, May 3. 
The St. Louis Grand Opera Co., 
plunged $6,000 into the red 
last winier when two of the five 
grand opera concerts were canceled, 


when the unredeemed ducats were 
the Municipal Auditorium. Guy Gol- | 
terman, director of the opera com- | 
pany, stated that the two concerts | 
‘served their purpose’ in permitting 
holders of tickets to the canceled 
operas to use the ducats. This was | 


Cash purchases of ducats to the two 
performances was fair. 
Golterman said the artists, 
|vanni Martinelli, Robert Weede and 
|} John Gurney, of the Metropolitan 
Opera Co.; Maria Marceno, St. Louis 
soprano, and Rita De Leporte, for- 
mer ballerina of the Met, gave their 


Gio- 


{have been tops with $1,000. 


‘AGMA STEPS IN TO AID 
GROUP IN PAY DEFAUL 








First instance of American Guild 
|of Musical Artists stepping in to as- | 


defaulted in 


furnishing 


Tour was originally 
Enco dell’Oreficee, to open in Rich- 


the contracts. They were 
teed by J. Franklin Viola. 
Among those in the company were 
Richard Bonelli, Sidney Rainer, Ar- 
mand Tokatyan and Rose Tentoni. 
Tour opened in Richmond as skedded 
jand $1,745 salaries were paid off 
|} prior to each of the two perform- 
ances there. Tour moved to Wash- 
,;ington, where it folded after two 
| more performances last week (28). 
| Baltimore bookings were canceled. 


DE BASIL BALLET 


(SCALA, BERLIN) 
Berlin, April 23. 
Fduard Duisb. g, manager of the 
Scala, has departed radically irom 
his vaude policy and is housing Col. 
de Basil's ballet 


two stanzas 


guaran- 





f this month. 
sian ballet made its first curtsy to 
| Berlin audiences at this house two 
y2ars ago and the repeat is bringing 
|fast wicket spinning, Billi 
changed every fourth day. 
Of the three numbers 
| night caught, the high spot was ‘Le 
| Coq d’Or,’ directed by Michael Fok- 


|ine. It’s choreographically, scenically 
|and musically of high calibre. The 
score, by Rimsky-Korsakoff, has 


been brilliantly aranged by his star 
pupil, Alexar.der Tcherepnine, Rus- 
sian-Americ: -, who went to the 
Stites last January after big suc- 
cess of his two-act opera, ‘The Mar- 
riace,’ at Essen, Germany. 

Leading femme assignments are 
|} adequately *overed by Tatiana Ria- 


‘the astrologer. 


mond, Va., April 25, but when money | 
| did not come through, AGMA con- | 
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STATE, N. Y. 


(Continued from page 51) 


| versatility on instrumentation asserts 


| itself. 
' course, is 
| tackles a trumpet 


mounter 


| unostentatiously = sn. 


background. 


sist a company, when the manager| their radio shows. 


scheduled by | 


| 


| and short encore. 


His No. 1 
the trombone, 
here, 
Clyde McCoy takeoff. His 
trumpeter does a socko Busse. 

Bob DuPont next with his expert 
jugglery. Instead of the red beret, 
as heretofore, DuPont now wears a 
rather silly-looking red fez which | 
doesn’t help the general picture. 
Basically, his manipulation of the 
balls, clubs, tambos and the bit 
where he devours an while 
juggling are highly effective. 

Marvel Maxwell, the next soloist, 
is heralded as a midwestern find. 
She’s a tall gal with a hotcha song 
stvle, doing ‘Little Boy Blue’ and 
‘Dipsy Doodle’ in the ultra-modern 
idiom. With grooming. Miss Max- 
well would travel places 

Jack Douglas, deadpan comic. 
monologs his way to a neat tally, | 
his comedy vocal, ‘Mama Don’t Al- 
low’ whamming ’em. Frank Payne} 
(New Acts) and the 3 Nonchalants |} 


instrument, of 
but he 


first 


apple 


lare the comedy movups with their | 


Payne is a monologist. 
very socko. while the Nonchalants 
lave a unique. chattery stvle of| 
acro-comedy that qualifies them for | 
intime work, from a nitery such as 
the Rainbow Room to any of the 
more ‘povular’ cafes If there were 
such a thing as a Centurv Roof or | 
Ziesfeld Midnight Frolics today | 
the 3 Nonchalants would be a cinch. 
Thev’re engaging and youthful. | 
ad libbing their small talk in skilfull | 


specialties. 


~ 


~ 


|} manner, vet doing difficult lifts and 


fulcrims in a fashion that more than 
sustains the crack which the ton-| 
makes, ‘We ouchta build 
this un to make it look harder.’ 

In between. the Rogersites play | 
nons and medleys in showmanly| 
fashion. } 

Act evidences showman'v care and | 
idicious vrenaration. Throuchout. 
Porers devorts himself modestiv 
He's still verv boyilsh-lnoking but 
He’s in dark 
husiness suit. and lInoks rnonvt: the 
bovs in red mess jackets. Biz okay 
opening night. Abel. 


EARLE, WASH. 





Washington, May 3. 
Randall Sisters, Danzi Goodell. 
Paul Robinson’s Harmonica Gang. 
Al Pearce’s Radio Gang with Lord 
Bildgewater, Arlene Harris, Tizzie 
Lish, Andy Andrews, Jo Lombardi’s 
house orch; ‘College Swing’ (Par). 





Al Pearce’s Radio Gang, supple- 


| mented by three additional acts, g.ve 
|services on a very reasonable basis. | the | Earle a 
| Martinelli, however, was reported to | distinctly 


bright, novel 
radio in flavor. House 
makes little attempt at production 
beyond putting its pit orchestra on 
stage. | 

Pearce’s m.c’ing sets tempo 
throughout, as neat example of domi- 
nating a show though remaining in 


revue, | 


and air 


Offstage introduction 
i brings on Pearce. 


signature music 


Pearce brings on Lord Bildgewater 
for exchange of amusing patter a la 
Randall Sisters 


bond and/ follow for swing singing and rate 
transportation, took place last week, | encore 


with ‘Comin’ Round 
Mountain.’ 

Pearce takes over for his 
specialty, working with 
Randalis in salesman 
finish whole house is 


the 


only 

one of 

dialog. By | 
with him. 


tacted P. Arthur Smith. a Washing-| Danzi Goodell next to warble ‘Who's 
ton concert bureau, which took over! That Knocking At My Heart’ and | 


tearing up the stage with goof tap 
Arlene Harris, the 
‘human chatterbox.’ follows with 
nice reception at entrance and socks 


with wife-on-the-phone monolog. 
3uying-a-hat encore, is just as riot- 
ous and she leaves ’em wanting 
more. Paul Robinson’s personal 
harmonica workout, followed by 
|four ‘state champions. in united 


blasting of pon medleys, adequately 


| fills next 10 minutes. 


| Lish 


Show winds up with two more of 
Pearce gang. both smash. Tizzie | 
hits peak with dizzy cooking 


| advice and Andy Andrews raises tov 


| soecds with 


nut songs, cream puff 
ditty and drunk  imversonation 
Pearce brings show to quick close in 
this mood with his radio-style good- 


bye fading into exit march as stage 
; goes dark and curtains shut. Biz oke. 
Cra Gg, 


gioup for the first | 
The Rus- | 


is being | 


given on 


| bouchinska, as the golden rooster. 


; ., | and Irina Baranova, as the queen of 
for nis return to the Met, with which | snamakhan. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia. May 1. 
Guy Lombardo’s orch, Gary Leon 


& Tut Mace, Calaary Bros (2), Me- 
lissa Mason, Lou Schraeder’s house 
orch; Nurse from Brooklyn (U). 
Going from one extreme to the 
other, Earle this sesh offers a show 
that’s rather lightweight to all ex- 
cept those who like their music 
sweet. While some weeks the naire 


, bands, in which this vaudfilmer spe- 
'cializes. get little opportunity to do 
more than play for the acts. Guv 
|; Lombardo’s crew this turn makes un 
the major portion. Appeal for this 
tvpe is limited here, evidenced by 


Algeranoff effective as | saving boxoffice. 
However, the Lombardo 12-piece 


LT 


doing the! 


| Hall 


| the season’s 
| 400: tor three of the concerts, Mar- ! 
Kull- | 


| novelties makes 
|Then two snappy choruses by band. | 


Wednesday, May 4, 1938 





== 


Fortune Gallo, J. J. Shubert to Hold 


~ Summer Operas 


Philly Ballet Booked 
By Chi Civic Opera 
Philadelphia, May 3. 

Philadelphia Ballet Co., headed by 
Catherine Littlefield, engaged as 
official ballet for Chicago Civic 
Opera Co. Deal set by Philip L. 
Leidy, husband of Miss Littlefield 
and socialite attorney, who acts as 
prez of the troupe. 

Terpers will leave Philly on tour 
early in October and open in Chi- 
cago Oct. 28. After close of Chi sea- 
son Dec. 20, ballet will tour middle- 
west and Canada, returning to Philly 
March 11 for engagement with 
Philly Orchestra 





SYMPH 156, 


. Y, SEASON 
ENDS 


NBC Symphony at Carnegie Hall 
to benefit Austrian refugees was the 
big card in New York concerts last 
week, despite the close of the sea- 
son by the Philharmonic Symph. 

Estimates for Last Week 

NBC Symph, Carnegie Hall (2,760: 
$150-$1). Benefit concert for Aus- 
trian refugees Wednesday night (27) 
missed a sellout by far, but managed 
to turn in good $15,000 regardless; 
boxes sold for $150 and $100; Artur 
Rodzinski conducted and Jascha Hei- 
fetz was soloist. 

Philharmonic - Symph, 
(2.760: $3-60c)—Four concerts, 
finale of the season, drew probably 
best gross, about $20.- 


jorie Lawrence and Charles 
mann, of the Met Opera, were the 
soloists; John Barbirolli conducted. 





red-jacketed combo is epitome of 


svelte and suave tooting. Smooth, 
well-rehearsed numbers come as a 


relief from the wild swingaroo that’s 
been hitting Earle boards these past 
months. 

Two most forte points about the 
Roval Canadians are nifty arrange- 
ments and selection of numbers, par- 
ticularly the latter. 

Swell vocals provided by the 
crew’s trio and Carmen Lombardo. 


|Socko interpolations by band and 
chirpers, particulorly notable’ on} 
|‘Boo Hoo’ and ‘Old Avple_ Tree.’| 


Lombardo’s lack of any barrelhouse 
shortage of other 
acts this week stand out boldly, too. 
Gary Leon and Tut Mace, ballroom 


| terpers, are lithe and show plenty 


of improvement 


Over appearances 
here several 


months ago. 


er. Miss Mace than going into a 
good solo Hawaiian  shim-sham. 
They finish with rhumbha. 
cute and = smooth, 
features make her a better looker 
on nitery floor. Leon likewise okay. 

Melissa Mason’s an easv-jointed 
terner with rubbery left leg that 
swings over Lombardo’s head wit) 
eace, Gam-flinving, however, her 
onlv stock in trade. Built-up well 
with comie bizness and humorous 
chirping. Turn’s short and_=e gets 
powerful hand salvos. 

Final bit of Calgary Bros.. two lazv 
bovs, who work in slow-motion, is 
sock nartomime, nerfectly timed and 
nowerful sigele-ectter. Use plentv 
ef old standard biz. like nulling 
shirt off throuch sleeve and winding 


vat 7} 
aivnoustii 


un to sit dawn. S!ow-ceneed fight 
and Russian dance pips. Hav> tough 
time begging off. Herb. 


ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago, May 1. 

Johnny Perkins, Audrey Dempseuw. 
Manhattanites (3). Bellett & Enalish 
Bros.. Hild Ballet: ‘Bluebeard's 
Eighth Wife’ (Par). 

Poor show here currently, 
cating dissatisfaction for the 
tomers and at the boxoffice. 
kins m.c.’s and drags forth 
his weakest lineuns of 
show caught. he was having more 
fun clowning with sunnosed Bala- 
han & Katz execs in the audience 
then in entertaining those who paid. 


indi- 
Cus- 
Per- 
one of 
gags. At 


Audrev Demnsey is a little tan- 
ster with a nice appearance and 
sood sense of rhythm. Manhattan- 
ites. two men and a femme. have 
reat special materin! and -sood 
pines. Go over. Marion Bellett 
and the Enclish Bros... knocknbout 


comedians. keen driving at all times 
an? click with their acrobatics. 

| Business not so hot at the cunner 
show Saturday (30), Gold. 


Carnegie | 


Exhibit | 
| couple of new angles in their onen- 


Femme’s ; 
small 


at Cleve. Aquacade 


. —_——— 


Cleveland, May 3, 

The Aquacade, operated by Billy 
Rose when it was the hot-spot of 
Great Lakes Exposition here last 
year, is coming to life as an outdoor 
theatre for summer civic operas, Ed- 
gar A. Hahn, head of Cleveland 
Summer Music Society, closed deal 
with Fortune Gallo and J. J. Shubert 
for eight weeks of 
musical comedies. 


opereitas and 

Seven productions slated, starting 
July 2, are ‘Naughty Marietta,’ ‘Bo- 
hemian Girl,’ ‘Chocolate Soldier’ 





‘Firefly,’ ‘Blossom Time,’ ‘Showboat’ 
j}and ‘Rose-Marie.’ Following them. 
Gallo is finishing with a week of 
San Carlo operas. 


Boris Goldovsky, of Cleveland In- 
stitute of Music, appointed conductor 
of 30 pieces, all recruited from Artur 
Rodzinski’s local symphony. Carlo 
Perono, of San Carlo Opera Co., al- 


ready hired as his first assistant. 


While floating stage used by 
| Rose’s swimmers was demolished 
last fall, society is raising $50,000 to 


rehabilitate the building. Backers 
are Thomas L, Sidlo, A. C. Ernst. W. 
| T. Holliday, Eben G. Crawford, C. H. 
Kellstadt, Sterling E. Graham, Dud- 
ley S. Blossom and Percy W. Brown, 
who sponsored Met Opera and Expo 
last year. 


| Unique opera stage designed by 
Richard Rychtarik, who does sets for 
‘the Symph, will force Shubert sing- 
ers to use rowboats. Built on piles 
46 feet out in the water, it’s to have 
an emergency canvas roof in case of 
rain, When enlarged, Acquacade 
| will have 6,000 seats and tables. Top 
of $1.50 planned. 


Water opera venture inspired an- 
| other syndicate of nitery men, who 
are dickering to put the Exposition’s 
; Showboat into service simultaneous- 
ly. Floating night club was operated 
by Theo DeWitt and later by Her- 
i}man Pirchner, both of whom went 
into the red on it during the 1936-37 
|fair. Syndicate intends turning it 
into a nautical dance-and-dine pal- 
ace again, but with name bands and 
lower prices. 


HOROWITZ RECOVERING, 
PLANS COMEBACK TOUR 


Paris, April 26. 
Viadimir Horowitz is planning to‘ 
| stage a comeback after two years of 
inactivity. Pianist son-in-law of Tos- 
| canini was garnering $300,000 an- 
nually on concert tours when he fell 

il! and was operated on for appendi- 
| citis. From that time until the pres- 
;ent he has been completely out of 
the public eye. After his operation 
phlebitis and thrombosis set in and 
he was unable to move. 

For many months he lived in a: 
isolated cottage in Switzerland, rest- 
ing and slowly recuperating. His 
wife persuaded him to start playing 
as soon as he was able. Now he is 
in Paris and will start playing pub- 
licly when he is strong enough to 
stand the strain of a tour. At pres- 
ent he is mulling an American tour 
in October. 


The Shubert, Ex-Philiy 
Burley, to Present Op 


Philadelphia, May 3. 
Two weeks of grand opera at pop 
prices will be presented at the Shu- 


bert, former burlesque house here, 
beginning May 9. Sixteen operas 
will be given by Columbia Opera 


Co., of New York, directed by Ar- 
mand Bagarozy. 

Group originally tried to rent the 
Academy of Music, home of the Met- 
ropolitan when here, and the Phila- 
delphia Orchestra. Unable to get it 
for two solid weeks, it was decided 
to hire the theatre next door. 





San Francisco, May 3. 

Mrs. Leonora Wood Armsby has 
been appointed head of the music 
coordinating committee for the 195% 
Golden Gate International Expos!i- 
tion. 
| She's president of Musical Assn. of 
| 
San Francisco and managing direc- 
|tor of the San Francisco Symphony. 
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Plays Abroad 





POWER AND GLORY 


London, April 23. 
Drama in three acts by Karl Capek; Eng- 
lish versor by Paul Selver and Ralph Neal. 
Stars Oscar Homolka,. Produced by Claud 
Gurney. At the Savoy, London, 


LADPOP. ccedccecceese cocvcoeee- Ht R. Hignett 
Professor Sigelius.............Felix Aylmer 
TP OMe 660854008 eceseeee- Oscar Homolka 
First Assistant..... Cb decessesec Earle Grey 
Father. .cccoccccces eccceseoe- JUlien Mitchell 
Mother. ..ccccccsecceccsesee.- Beatrice Varley 
Daughter.....- erecseoese Dolores Dalgarno 
BOM. . cccccsceccccsevcecccccsece Lewis shaw 
Marehial..ccscccececscccceces Oscar Homolka 
Paul Bru®. ceccccccccccced Anthony Hawtre} 
PPO MEU. ec 50000 sees = Cc. V. France 
AMEUIA. ccc ceccevcrcvecesssens Lesley Brook 


The premiere of this play was un- 
fortunate, in that the wife of Oscar 
Homolka, the star, died the day on 
which it was scheduled to open. 
After a postponement of two days, 
he went on. Piece is in 14 episodic 
scenes, and it’s good theatre and in- 
dicates a success. 

An aged, tired doctor has discov- 
ered a cure for leprosy. Locale is an 
imaginary country. He treats the 
people of the slums without charge, 
but refuses stubbornly to impart his 
secret to the world until all countries 
get together and agree on peace. 

Dictators provide the most vulner- 
able subjects for the stage carica- 
tures. The greatest weakness of the 
piece is that Homolka plays both the 
old doctor and the dictator. Almost 
any seasoned theatregoer could con- 
jure up strong scenes between these 
two completely divergent roles, but 
the playing of both by one actor 
makes this impossible. 

The author has a good eye for 
characters, and there has been a 
competent selection of players re- 
cruited for their interpretations. De- 
spite totally dissimilar mannerisms, 


there’s insufficient difference of voice | 


between the two roles enacted by 
Homolka. Bgth are competent por- 
trayals, but this form of stage per- 
formance is a gift few possess. 


Piece is excellent anti-war propa- | 


ganda, but its chances have prob- 
ably been partially minimized here 
by the prior presentation of ‘Idiot's 
Delight.’ The Sherwood play is do- 


ing so splendidly, however. that there | 


ought to be room for another. 


The Toss of a Coin 


London, April 23. 
Comedy drama in three acte by Walter 
Hackett; produced by Hackett. At the 
Vauieville, J.ondon, 


Sandy McTavish........60.6 «Neil Crawford | 
Arthur BHNREDY.cccccccecess Leonard Upton 
moe: UIA. 2 i caceeccnsess Edwin Styles 
GRIMIPTMIAN., «0c cceccooenccesess Alfred Millen 
Colonel Goring...-.eee.. R. Meadowa-White 
Dollie Guring.......e.....-.-Marion Lorne 
BamenarTa DO GAM, ccvcceccves John Hunter 
i... A eee Robert Andrewe 
Blackshaw peeeeccesess- Lawrence Phillips 
ie me 
eee ..++..Antoinette Fontana 
T.ady Mavis Willsden...... Christine Barry 
, Ba Fee eee eer re John Hunter 
po rere ere Teer eee Paul Sheridan 





Eighteen years ago Walter Hackett 
came over on a honeymoon with 
Marion Lorne and wrote a successful 
play in which she appeared as a 
reckless, quavering female. Every 
year since, hubby provides her with 
a play in which she enacts more or 
less the same role, and is nearly al- 
ways greeted with applause and re- 
garded affectionately. 

Present vehicle, as usual, is a mix- 
ture of farcical comedy and thriller. 
Action, particularly in the first act, 
needs tightening. With this done, the 
piece should occupy a satisfactory 
niche in the list of Lorne vehicles. 

Play is augmented by a series of 


thrilling complications that include a | 


murder, an international spy, and se- 
cret service stuff. But always inter- 
spersed is the scatterbrained person- 
ality with which Miss Lorne has long 
been associated. 

A large supporting company is ef- 
fective. Jolo. 


AS HUSBANDS GO 


London, April 24. 
Faree in three acts by Sydney Blow and 
Gordon Whitehend: produced by ‘Lom 


Reynolds at the Garrick, London. 


Tike otenes ee ee bess ooees Morris Harvey 
PeOwI TAMINGS. 6 ccckscteeges Hiugh Wakefield 
Lionel Venables......e.-. .. James Carney 
Amanda Alnes secceee Jeanne de Casalis 
PAURDIST x vc cckcntneee See ...- Derek Bont 
WORTINEE.. 260008 ce eecccecces Jack Knight 
Mary % co eeeocesesece Pat Holler r 
Daphne oT ere eccceseose Vera Lennox 
Jack Upperton...........++++--Bruce Seton 


Not a very auspicious stage re- 
turn for Jeanne de Casalis and Hugh 
Wakefield. Both get the utmost out 
of their roles, but the framework 


just isn’t good enough. It’s been 
done many times before on the 
screen, where it serves beiter. | 


Sketchy first two acts play havoc, | 


and despite some amusing lines one 


feels the stars’ talents might have | 


been better employed. 

An attractive widow is coyly in- 
veigling a grass widower into 
divorce and remarriage with her. He 
Claims his wife won’t divorce him 
and when she suggests taking pos- 
session of his house and moving in. 
he gets panicky and fearful of his 
freedom. Meantime, his wife has 
ferretted out his hideout and wants 
to return to him. 

Naturally, the sly widow gets he 
way, turns the home _  topsy-turv! 
and becomes more wifely than the 


1 
V 


wife, sitting at home neglected while 
her lover disports himself nightly 


with her athletic son, at a neighbor- | 


ing gymnasium. She engineers a 


meeting with the wife, and divorces | 
are arranged for all—even for her- | 


self, as it turns out her husband is 
still alive in China. 
Through all this complicated maze 


the stars wander, supported by an | 
Show had a splendid | 


able company. 
opening night reception, that sav- 
ored more of loyal affection for 
Wakefield and Miss de Casalis than 
appreciation of the farce. Clem. 


FLOOD TIDE 


London, April 24. 


Drama in three acts, adapted by William 


Boehne from A, D, Herbert's novel, ‘The 
Hlouse the R Presented bv Svd- 
ney W. Carroll; produced by Arnold Rid- 
ley. At the Phoenix, London 

Janet Tarrant........ Margaretta Scott 
John Egerton.........Colin Keith-Johnston 
Margery Byrne........ “oSras Ann Todd 
Stephen Byrne. .ccccccceces Basil Svdney 
EMS SECO «cand caesasess Ernest Thesiger 
Andrews Whittaker........Michael Shepley 


Mrs. Viola Fayne 
Police Inspector 


RET Teer Nadine March 
Snowden..Henry Longhurst 


Whatever chance ‘Flood Tide’ may 


have had here was blocked by the 


players talking so softly that they 
2ouldn’t be heard at the opening. After 
the first act, Sydney W. Carroll, who 
presented the piece, informed the 
company what was happening. Sec- 
ond act improved for awhile but 
then the players seemed to again 
lapse. 

However, there seems to be enough 


to indicate rewriting might make it a | 
splendid thriller for even American |} 


audiences. It starts too slowly and 
much of the opening sequences could 
be deleted. 

A fine mural artist, whose mistress 
threatens to tell his wife of their 
relations, in an endeavor to stop her. 
chokes her to death. An artist friend 
| helps him dump the body into the 
| river. The wife learns the secret and 
| persuades her husband to let all the 
| suspicion rest upon the accessory. 
| Lord Milroy, a wealthy retired 
| English judge, is an art connoisseur 
| and makes the observation that 
| Sore reflect their characters in 
| 
| 


their work. In his opinion, the friend 
of the great artist shows by his work 
with the brush that he is a kindly 
individual and incapable of commit- 
ting a crime. Per contra, the mural 
painter is strongly aggressive and 
capable of such a deed. The last act, 


|as at present constituted, is anti- | 


climax but there is more than enough 
| good criminological stuff along new 
| and modern lines to sustain interest. 
Jolo. 


DINASZTIA 


(‘Dynasty’) 
Budapest, April 24. 

Musical comedy in three acts; book, Paul 
Vari; music, Istvan Bekeffi, Imre Har- 
math and Nicholas’ Brodsky, At the 
Magyar, Budapest. 
BylVine cecccccccce eeeeees- Hannah Honthy 
King Manuel...... eoceee Laszlo Foldenyi 
Queen Christine ..ccccsceees-- Carola Zala 
The Secretary ..ccccccccces 
Ming Iva ...s-see 6ecescseoosmUgens Torss 
Olza Waslowska .werscoeeees- Vera Sennyey 
Prince Joachim cccccccccessss Geza BKoross 
Prince Augustus ..........Tivadar Biliesu 
DAISY coccccccceccscccccces .»» Manya Kiss 





This is an attempt to revive op- 
erettas, and probably a successful 
one. The librettist has seemingly 
‘borrowed the romance of King 
|Carol of Rumania for the foundation 
'on which his plot is based. Ht also 
delves into the arsenal of penniless 
royalty in exile, anarchist scares, 
obsolete etiquette, and queen-secre- 
tarv, prince-American heiress ro- 
mances. 


Prince Ivan, heir to a throne, de- | 
lserts his wife, Svlvine, for his mis- | 


Sylvine falls in love with her 
secretary, although she thinks he’s 
an anarchist. Ivan succeeds to the 
throne, parts with mistress and re- 
turns to claim Sylvine and make her 
his queen. Secretary nobly renounces 
her und then saves Ivan’s life from 
murderous attempt by his deserted 
mistress. 

To this libretto, concocted without 
much spice, after old recipes, Nicho- 
las Brodsky has composed a rather 
pretentious score, extending musical 
cenes to the verge of boredom. A 

leew effective and melodious numbers, 

however, notably a waltz, make up 
for this. Well staged and acted with 
verve. ‘Dvnasty’ has excellent film 
possibilities. 


tress. 


Harang es Kalapacs 


(‘Bell and Hammer’) 
Budapest, Apri! 22. 


Historical drama n three a by Erno 
Andal. At the National, Budapest. 
King Ludwig I of Bavaria Geza Ahony! 
Prime Minister ° ees Antal Forgaces 
Councillor Berks ‘ ..Karoly Kovacs 
lola Montez avuee .-+-- Anna Tokes 
Marquise pas & eden ee 
Ferdinand Mathias . - Julius Gozon 
Mre Maj ias . eres . Lily Berky 
Hans Vogt stdee eens Paul Javor 
Pe 626 e656 cee eeeeenre ° Hilda Gobh! 
Heinrich e , linvye Apathy 


A cocktail of historical fact and 
fiction with more than a dash of 
naive romance and sentiment. Far 


.Dezso Kertesz |} 


|too long and wordy, but a subject 
| well worth considering tor adapta- 
tion, particularly for the screen. 

| Setting is the 1848 revolution in 
| Munich, when general discontent is 
|climaxed by the romantic, elderly 
king’s passion for Lola 
Spanish-Irish dancer. Her crazy ex- 
travagances and the king’s blind jn- 
fatuation at a moment when the 
peoples of Europe are clamoring 
against oppression bring matters to 
|a head and ultimately leads to the 
king’s abdication. Plot drifts off 
into fiction when Lola is driven by a 
storm into the house of Hans Vogt, 
simple bourgeois and passive 
| dreamer, who falls in love with the 
beautiful stranger. This passion 
frees him from the fetters of his 
private life and the petty tyranny of 
his pedantic father-in-law. He then 
drifts into the revolutionary move- 
ment and leads it to victory. Only 
then does he discover that the 
woman he loves is Lola, against 
whom the movement has been di- 
rected. They part, but with the pros- 


r 

pect of starting a new life together 
in America 

Anna Tokes is an eye-opener in 
the Spanish dancer's picturesque 
costumes, although the part is not 
entirely suited to her temperament. 
Outstanding performance is that of 
Gozon as Mathias, the oppressive 
father-in-law. Jacobi. 


DAS WESPENNEST 


(‘The Wasps’ Nest’) 


Berlin, April 27. 
Come n three acts by Wolfgang Han- 
fen Produced by Fritz Holl settings, 
Heinz Daniel Presented at Theater am 
Kurfiirstendamm, BHerlin 


Mrs. Aspegreer ; ye Tia Wilat 
Astrid, her daughter , Ilse Petri 
Rasmus Anderse: Rudolf Klein-Rogge 
Rev Anton Modersen Otto Stoeckel 
| Frieda, his wife llse Furstenberg 


Major Detlef Ahlers.........ccccccces ‘ 
v. Schlettow 
oo-eeee- Bertha Gast 
.. Victor v. Zitzewitz 
Pe ...Else Boy 
... Werner Stock 
Jacauas Inge List 


Karoline, his wife 
Knud, their son 
Tyra Andersen 
Jens Halvorsen 
Miss Paulsen 


Usable though not exactly novel 
comedy idea about the _ so-called 
black sheep of a hypocritical family, 
piece goes limp in many spots be- 
cause of wrong exploitation. Instead 
of hoking it up, farce dialog and situ- 
ations are put through the placid 


—— ee. See 


Montez, | 


| lead. 
Ryan, another newcomer, took her | 


Cable Address: VARIETY LONDON 89 
Telephone Temple Bar 5041-5042 
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Angels ‘Clouds’ to Give 
Daughter Stage Break 


London, April 26. 

Biggest backer of ‘April Clouds,’ 
which Victor Kortona just produced 
at the Royalty theatre, is Arthur 
Clavering, showman. One of the 
primary reasons for Clavering’s ven- 
ture is the desire that his daughter, 
Mavis Clavering, play the femme 
Gal was tried out, but Peggy 


place. 


Clavering threatened to withdraw, | 


with the management compromising 
that if the show lasts over a month 
Miss Clavering will play the part at 
matinees, 


Aussie Theatre 
eal Set: Means 
Boost for Legit 


Melbourne, May 3 
Interests backing the Tallis-Allen 
sharing deal with the Williamson- 


| Tait circuit, have been around here 


in the past week cleaning up details | 


of the transaction. Ken Asprey, 
attorney who has been active on the 
deal, piloted the New Zealand group 
over from Sydney for huddles. Un- 


| derstood that everything is set ex- 
| cept the actual signing. 


This freezes up most of the laughs | 


script holds. 

But production speculates on the 
popularity of the comedienne, Ida 
Wuest, a German Mary Boland, who 
has a staunch following on stage and 
screen. Vehicle has been trimmed to 
suit her garrulous and mannered 
comedy tricks, which the audience 
expects, recognizes and promptly 
laps up. 
Ida’s presence most of the evening 
gives the auditors little chance to be 
conscious of anything else but her 
broad grin and pleasant bullying. 

As the cast-out black sheep, Tilly 
Andersen nevertheless is a success. 
She returns with Astrid, her illegit- 
imate daughter, the original bone of 
contention, after 20 years, when she 
is called by the family solicitor to be 
present at the revealing of her fath- 
er’s last will. With the exception of 
a legacy to his youngest daughter, 
old Andersen, wanting to make good, 
has left everything to Tilly. Neither 
his other two grasping daughters nor 
their parasitic husbands get a red 
cent. But the opening of the will, 
prompted by their eagerness to get 
hold of father’s money, is premature. 
Father appears, hale and well, and 
the reconciliation with his favorite 
daughter, Tilly, brings about the 
happy end. 

Direction by Fritz Holl could be 
| improved but on the whole the pro- 
| duction is adequate. One set and 
| limited cast give play a good chance. 
Trask. 


SEPTEMBRE 


Paris, April 23. 
Comer diams n four acts by 

ne presented ana Siaged hy iene 
cher, Lt the Vieux-Colombicr, Daris 





ry Constance 


‘ i n Bernard Blie 
ihere ‘ st Te i 
lean 4} riiihe J f t 
MATION... ccscsacsaceses J jue J 
Gisle | 

Mii use J ' 

| lame A } ‘ ‘ l 

Julie Y \r eyo 


Ithough Constance Coline cannot 


claim originality for the plot, she 
has turned in a workmanlike script. 
It's amusing. the dialog is excellent 


and play holds together well. Rene 

Rocher has done his usually compe- 

tent staging. 
The unsucce 


irving to regain V in DY a 


with vounger people ] deftly han- 


died by Line Noro. As Gisele, mar- 
ried and about 15 vears older than 
her ter, Marion (Jacqueline 
Porel), she mee everal of the lat- 
ter’s friends and finds their com- 
Dany exhilarating One of them, 
Jean Barnabe ‘Jacaues Castelot). 
who is studying medicine with he: 
ter, take particular interest in 
her. She becomes his mistre and 
happy in her new interests when 
they are alone, <% he relaxes and 
her re elf In 1 C ) r of 
« } veve r ciously 
nm thé wie ; n ye fo 
nd moth< ( ng tn the mold 
roe er ] hye 4 

‘ ¢ ‘ , ? d ‘ 


And the blonde, plumpish | 


| 
| 


} 





Latest report is that the managing 
directors will be Stanley Crick, 
formerly 20th-Fox chief; Frank Tait, 
of W-T circuit, and George Dean, of 
Snider-Dean theatre chain. Last- 
named probably will be active boss. 
Tallis-Allen dispose of some stock, 
but remain on the board. Under- 


; | stood that Charles Munro, present 
paces of a drawing-room comedy. 


Hoyts chief, was offered job of man+ 
aging-director, but turned it down 
because of pressing business with 
Hoyts chain. 

Additional board members besides 
Williamson and John Tait will be Sir 
Hugh Denison, of Associated News- 
papers, and R. E. Denison. This 
gives the company men associated 
with pictures, legit, radio and com- 
mercial interests. 

If there are no additional hitches, 
a theatre will be built in Sydney 
where there is a shortage of houses. 
New theatre circuit doubtlessly will 
see a big revival of stage shows, 
many of which will be booked from 
New York. 


‘BANANA,’ “MICE” CLICK; 
‘LADY’ TEPID, LONDON 


London, May 3. 

‘Three Blind Mice’ opened at the 
York theatre last Tuesday (26). 
Rather an amusing comedy and well 
received by first-nighters. Recently 
tried out at the Embassy theatre. 

‘Banana Ridge,’ farce by Ben 
Travers, opened at the Strand the- 
atre Wednesday (27). Piece is a 
knockout and well worth New York 
presentation. Alfred 
Robertson head the cast. 

‘Lady With Designs’ preemed at 
the Ambassadors last Thursday (28). 
Crook comedy-drama is extremely 





| unlikely 


Frank Barnard Joins 
Unit Prods., Plans Show 


London, April 20. 


| 
Frank Barnard, for 12 years gen- | 


eral manager for Jack Hylton, is 
now in similar capacity for Unit 
Production producing company 
owned by Forsythe, Seamon & Far- 
rel]. 
New show company is lining up 
in ‘Radio Rodeo,’ starring Harold 
Ramsay, formerly chief organist and 
musical adviser to Union Cinemas. 
Also Teddy Joyce’s Girl Friends 
band, Billy Scott Comber, Scott and 
Wha! Harold Baran and Jame 
Keely, Charles Forsythe’ former 
partner. 

Sonny Miller is in charge of the 
material and production department 


Arthur Loew Returns 


y hit 4 ’ 
Arthur M. Loew. vice-president 
wid foreign chief for Metro, ha 
hoved off f-om Australia and 
. 
en route lo 1 Franc ) 
‘ 4 e » | 
A ere ne l art e anout la 16 
Will have been gone ( five 
‘ 
monc.ns,. 


Drayton and ! 





RICHMAN SOCK; 
- METAXA OK, 
LONDON 





London, May 38. 

Harry Richman opened at Ciro’s 
;last night (Monday) for four weeks 
on a large guarantee and percentage 
Singer is packing the 
itating placing of extra 
tables on the entire dance floor and 
requiring him to work on a four- 
| foot-square platform. 
| He held the audience for one hour, 


booking 


place, nece 


+ 


coring sensationally opening night. 

Metaxa opened at the 
Paris the same night for 
four weeks and despite terrific op- 
; position was warmly received by a 
friendly audience. 

Gracie Fields’ return to vaudeville 
at the Palladium also on the same 
night scored nicely with audiences, 
but this is the first time she failed 
, to draw a capacity house. She re- 
mains a fortnight and will be suc- 
ceeded by Evelyn Laye, who makes 
her vaudeville debut supported by 
Metaxa. Program included = six 
American acts, all doing well, 


Georges 


Cafe de 


[Sil ROAD 
BIZ BOOMING 


Legit road business in England is 
flourishing, according to Barry 
O’Brien, one of the leading provin- 
cial British showmen. O’Brien is 
/now in New York for a combined 
| business and pleasure visit, his first 
trip to the U. S. in nine years. He 
currently has eight road companies 
touring England—about one-third of 
total out. 

Among his road companies are 
‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ which 
flopped in London last December, 
| but which O’Brien says has been do- 
ing well on the road. Sybil Thorn- 
dike and Marie Burke are in the 
cast. Show has played 18 cities out- 
side of London, O’Brien has two 
companies of ‘The Housemaster’ 
(known in the U. S. as ‘Bachelor 
Born’), also doing good biz. His 
other road shows include ‘Pride and 
| Prejudice,’ and ‘The Wind and the 
|Rain.’ He has had three companies 
of the latter show out simultaneous- 
lly. O'Brien also controls two the- 
jatres outside London, the Shanklin 
;and the Palace, at Westcliff. 
| O'Brien, together with Michael 
Hillman, another British legit man- 
ager, controls rights to ‘Do You Re- 
|member?”’ by Sabine Clare, which 
ithey will try to dispose of here. 
| Producer returns to England May 18. 


FISCHER’S NEW LONDON 
CASINO REVUE A HIT 











London, May 3. 
Fischer’s new London 
Casino show opened Thursday 
(28) after a slight postponement. 
Presentation has almost entirely 
different entertainments for dinner 
and supper performances, 

Show consists mainly of artistic 
spectacles, augmented by bizarre 
‘acts, with every indication of being 
a symmetrical and pulchritudinous 
triumph, 


Clifford C 


Current London Shows 


(With Dates When Opened) 


"Fr h Without Tears,’ Criterion—Nov,. 
6, i) 
George and Margaret,’ Wyndhams—Feb, 
iH er er.’ A vvet June 20, ‘37. 
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L. A. Dailies’ Space Trim 


Economy squeeze by Los Angeles 
dailies, beginning with the airing of 
radio columns, continued in another 
direction last week. 

Hearst’s Examiner whittled space 
from the financial and sports pages 
and restricted feature and special 
writers to three columns per week 


excluding Sunday. Times followed 
by restricting sports and finance 
space, 


Evening News, after scissoring the 
radio publicity, adopted a rounda- 
bout policy. For two weeks it has 
run cuts with captions telling about 
certain film players to be _ inter- 
viewed by the picture editor on his 


regular air program over KHJ. This 


is the only paper giving such credit 
to radio stations since the ban, 





N. Y. Times, Trib Charge 3c. 

N. Y. Times and N, Y. Herald Trib- 
une jumped their weekday prices 
this week to 3c. Other morning pa- 
pers remain at 2c. Jump in rates 
means increased revenue of about 
$1,500,000; about $1,000,000 for the 
Times and over $500,000 for the Trib- 
une. Sunday editions remains 10c. 

Times announced the increase with 
no explanation last week (27). Trib 
followed suit the next day, stating 
that the rise was due to increasing 
newspaper costs. 





Pearl Buck T-slls 

In her speech at the American 
Bookseller’s luncheon last week, 
Pearl Buck took a rap at many trade 
practices, particularly best seller 
lists. Until a short time before the 
lunch, she was under the impression 
that it was a trade gathering, but 
did not alter her written speech 
after she learned it was a public 
affair. 

In dealing out raps, Mrs. Buck did 
not except herself, describing her 
own book, ‘Good Earth,’ as a pot- 
boiler. Praised a book titled ‘The 
Folks,’ by Ruth Suckow, which she 
stated that ‘the hurried book. re- 
porters didn’t care much for .. ”’ 

Handout of the speech given the 


"Em 


press contained a further rap at 
cricks, which Mrs. Buck omitted 
from the speech. Written version 


read, ‘the hurried book reporters, 
who pass for many of our critics...’ 

Other speakers at the meeting 
were Gilbert Seldes, Eugene Lyons 
and J. Donald Adams. 





Harold Cohen to Hollywood 

Harold W. Cohen, motion picture 
and dramatic editor of the Pittsburgh 
Post-Gazette flies out for Hollywood, 
Friday (6) for a three-week look-see 
at the studios. 

Will also cover the film colony for 
Newark Star-Eagle and _ Toledo 
Blade. 





Random’s WPA Plays 

Random House will publish six 
Federal Theatre plays. One volume 
will contain ‘Triple A Ploughed Un- 
der,’ ‘Power,’ and ‘Spirochete”’ These 
are Living Newspaper productions. 
There will be an introduction by 
Hallie Flanagan. 

Another volume will contain ‘Pro- 
logue to Glory,’ ‘Haiti’ and ‘One- 
Third of a Nation.’ 





Mags Search for Authors 

Satevepost and Colliers, highly 
competitive, scout for material on 
their own in quite a serious manner. 
Sub-editors make periodic trips to 
story material sources, such as New 
York and Hollywood, and they con- 
Sstanily solicit literary brokers for 
‘first crack’ at stuff, instead of the 
other way round, as might be ex- 
pected. 

From Philly, the Satevepost’s edi- 
torial staff makes weekly excursions 
to New York for that purpose, and 
the Collier’s bunch is likewise hot 
on the trail of new or established 
writing talent. 





N. Y¥. Daily’s Park Co-Op 

Palisades Park, Englewood, N. J., 
has a deal with the New York Even- 
ing Post for a two-page promotion- 
advertising spread to ballyhoo the 
park. 

Break is skedded for May 20, just 
prior to park’s annual opening. 
Space is participating with contrac- 
tors at showplace buying in on cost. 





‘Listen, Little Girl’ 

Munro Leaf, who has hitherto spe- 
cCialized in juve books, and who is 
known for his creation of ‘Ferdinand 
the Bull,’ sold to Disney, has turned 
out a book 
Titled ‘Listen, 


Little Girl, Before 


You Come to New York,’ it contains | 


among other thins advice on ap- 
plying for work in legit. 
Approach assumes that 


gals 


yf another character. | 


+ 





Practice What— 


Publishers’ annual New York 
huddle marked as usual by the 
closed meetings from which 
press was barred. 

Remarked by reporters in at- 
tendance that if any other 
group tried similarly to sup- 
press news at the source, edi- 
tors would be urging them ‘get 
that story.’ 











coming to the big city want 
pands, at least as much as jobs, and 





hus- | 


| 
| handle James-for-Governor pub- 
licity. 

Ward Greene working on a new 





play, his second titled ‘Nine to Five.’ 
E. P. Conkle’s new play, ‘Johnny 

| Appleseed,’ being agented by Ruth 

Morris. 

| Mare Blitzstein has gone to the 

|Virgin Isles to author ‘No for An 


1 


| Answer.’ 


Selden Rodman working on an 
|anthology of poetry for Modern 
| Library. 

Herbert F. Jenkins, of Little 


| Brown, returns to Boston from Flor- 
|ida vacation. 


John Chamberlain takes over the | 


| post of book crick at the New Re- 


| public June 1, 


Europe after delivering a novel to 


| discusses the prospects in various | Random House. 
| fields. Stokes is publishing. | Latest one of the personal inside 
eens stories on Europe is ‘Insanity Fair,’ 


Front Page Fotos Increase 
Three papers are now devoting | 
half their front page to pictures sup- 
plied by the Associated Press Wire- 
photo service. These are the Seattle 
Times, Cleveland News and the| 
Baltimore Evening Sun (late edi-| 
tions). .. 

Increasing use of pictures in place | 
of news is developing competition | 
between editorial and picture staffs | 
on papers and syndicates, picture | 
|end making considerable progress. 





Herriman Better 
George Herriman, veteran news- 
paper cartoon stripper, is recovering 
in Hollywood from a major opera- 
tion. Had been suffering for some 
time with kidney ailment. 





Book on Negro Pugilists 

Nat Fleisher, editor of The Ring, | 
a fight mag, has completed a his- | 
| tory of Negro boxers. He became | 
interested in the topic when noticing 
a query in Damon Runyon’s column | 
as to who was the first colored 
fighter to appear in the London 
clubs. Research ended in Fleisher 
writing some 500,000 words on the 
entire subject, dated from the late 
18th century and ending with the 
rise of Joe Louis. 

Publication will await the outcome 
of the latter’s go with Schmeling and 
if*Louis retains the heavyweight 
title, a separate volume about him 
|may eventuate. 








Franklin Clarkin Retires 
Franklin Clarkin, with the N. Y. 
|'Times 14 years as a copyreader, re- | 
tired from that paper last week after 
50 years aS a newspaperman. 

Using his initials only, ‘F. C.’, he 
was known at the turn of the century 
for his coverage of several wars as 
opposition to Hearst’s man, Richard 
Harding Davis. 





LITERATI OBITS THIS WEEK 

Edward Fuller, 77, author, play- 
wright and retired newspaper editor, 
died in Philadelphia on April 29. 
He was an associate editor of The 
Philadelphia Inquirer from 1919 until 
his retirement two years ago. For 
six years he was drama critic of The 
Boston Post and was also the Post’s 
literary editor. 

Thomas F. Reilly, 75, a newspaper- 
man for more than 50 years, died 
on April 29 at his home in Brooklyn, 
N. Y. Associated with a number of 
Brooklyn and Manhattan newspapers, 
he was active until a year ago cov- 
ering Brooklyn courts for Standard 
News. His widow and four sons 
survive. 

Robert S. Mann, 50, associate edi- 
tor in charge of advertising news at 
Editor and Publisher since 1928, died 
at his home in New Canaan, Conn., 
from a heart attack on May 1. After 
working on the Kansas City Star and 
the Cincinnati Post he taught jour- 
nalism at the University of Missouri 
for eight years. His widow, mother 
and daughter survive. 

B. Ovid Musselman, 62, who, de- 
| spite paralysis, worked for more than 
|'a quarter of a century as a news- 
| paperman,.died at his home in Lan- 
caster, Pa, on May 30. Mus- 
selman set up his own editorial room 























| British 


| by Douglas Reed. 


George Seldes gives Ken mag a 
Nation, liberal rag. 

N.Y. Newspaper Guild’s Theatrical 
Press Unit tossing a party at the Em- 
pire State building today (4). 

Charles A. Siegferth, former daily 
columnist on the Brooklyn Daily 
Eagle, now writing fiction for Fawcett 
publications. 

Francis E. Brennan, formerly with 
Vogue mag and later art 
editor of Life, has switched to art 
director of Fortune. 

Providence Tribune folded Satur- 
day night (30), leaving the local 
daily field entirely to one-ownership, 
Journal and Evening Bulletin. 


Newspaper Guild has _ started 
negotiations for a contract with 


Philly Evening Ledger. Now work- 
ing under bulletin board agreement. 
_Leo H. Peterson now ensconced as 


new Philly bureau manager for 
nited Press. He was brought down 
from Buffalo to replace Roscoe 


Snipes, 

Frank Heinze, formerly with the 
Brooklyn Eagle, debuts with his own 
rag this week (8), The Protestant 
Post. It’s to be a 16 page tab pub- 
lished in Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Evelyn Seeley resigned from the 
N. Y. World-Telegram in 1934, and 
was not dropped as stated here last 
week. She is now teaching journal- 
ism at Sarah Lawrence College. 

Charles Colebaugh, managing edi- 
tor of Collier’s, back at his desk after 
a protracted health recuperation so- 
journ in Florida. Walter Davenport, 


| political expert of the editorial staff, 
| filled in in his absence. 


Jean Dalrymple, literary agent, 
nearly lost a $45 hat when it blew 
of* the desk of her office in the Sardi 
building last week. Turned up back- 
stage at 44th Street theatre a block 
away, recouped with help from 
Sardi’s hatchecker, Renee Carroll. 





MARRIAGES 


Betty Kelley to J. J. Rost, travel- 
ing rep of Warner Bros., New York, 
in San Francisco last week. 


Irene Lazarus to William Bickel, in 
Pittsburgh, April 16, He’s with Baron 
Elliott’s orchestra. 

Betty Barton (Lucy Kurtzman) to 
Alfred E. Greco, in Detroit, April 30. 
Bride is with WXYZ, Detroit. 

Elena Braniff to H. W. Trumbull 
(Larry Kent) in Calexico, Cal., April 
29. He is a film player, 

Eleanor Stewart to Les Peterson in 
Riverside, Calif., April 29. Bride’s a 
Metro stock player; he’s a Metro 
publicist. 

Jean Simpson to Fred Jones in 
Glendale, Calif., April 30. He is 
Coast radio publicist. 

Fern Peacock to Mel Angle, Los 
Angeles radio announcer, May 1 in 
Las Vegas, Ariz. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Allen, 
daughter, in Hollywood, April 23. 
Father is cashier at Metro studio. 

Mr. and Mrs. Yukl, daughter, in 
Hollywood, April 25. Father is mu- 
sician at NBC. 





in his bedroom when an illness left 


covered stories by phone and sent 
copy to his office by messenger. Final 


| piece of copy was an obituary—writ- | 


‘ten by his wife. 





| 
CHATTER 
| Ben Bengal working on play. 
| Richard Barry now New Deal pa. 
'in Washington. 

Lon Murray to the Coast to contact 
writers to Liberty. 

Charles Francis Coe at Palm Beach 
—a lawyer now. 

Lewis Mumford cops a 
| Guggenheim Foundiution year. 
Silas Bent gathering material for 
/}a book on newspaper crusades. 
|} Herman Lowe. Philly Inquirer day 
; city ed, given leave of absence to 


second 


Mr. and Mrs. John R. Wood, 
|daughter, in Port Chester, N. Y., 


| of Time. 
Mr. 
| son, in Hollywood, April 28, Father 
is vocal coach at Universal. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Hoffman, 
daughier, in Los Angeles, April 28. 
Father is screen writer. 

Mr. and Mrs, William Murdock, 
| son, in Washington, D. C., April 23. 
Father is sales manager tor WJSV, 
| Washington. 
| Mr. and Mrs. James Humphreys, 
} daughter, in Montreal, April 26. 
Father is traffic supervisor of CFCF, 
Montreal. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Barney Finegold, 
}son, in New York May 1. Father is 
|manager of the RKO Alden, Ja- 
| maica, N. ¥. 


| 
| 
| 
} 
! 





William Harlan Hale has gone to | 


and Mrs. Charles Henderson. | 


——_—20 








This department contains rewr 


these news items; each has been 





News From the Dailies 


lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 


— ae 


itten theatrical news items as pub- 


VaRIETY takes no credit for 
rewritten from a daily paper. 








East 


German newsreel cameramen pro- 
vided with military uniforms to 
wear in Italy while filming the Hit- 
ler-Mussolini confab. Uniforms are 
gray, to distinguish them from press 








|correspondents who will wear the] 
| Nazi brown. 
| Carmella Ponselle signed by For- 


itune Gallo for his opera season at 
the Center theatre. 
Apprentice Group of American 


Theatre Council to give a dinner ot 
| Antoinette Perry in appreciation 
|her efforts on their behalf. 


: Five men charged with operating | 
| brushoff in the current issue of the/a bingo game in Brooklyn paroled 


| by Magistrate Sabbatino until May | 


16. To be given achance to prove 
they worked for charity. Magis- 
trate, former head of the Brooklyn 
Elks, revealed that organization had 
cleared more than $1,000,000 on 
bingo, proceeds going to the needy. 

Paul Vincent Carroll, author of 
‘Shadow and Substance,’ who arrived 
|here two months ago with only a 
| suitcase, sailed last week with three 
trunks filled with clothing. But he 
went tourist class in 
royalties. 

State of New Jersey declines to 
accept the estate of the late Arhur 
Brisbane at Allaire for a park site. 
Says it has many undeveloped park 
sites and no funds for improvement, 
so cannot take more, Goes back to 
| his estate. 





Catherine Littlefield, of the 
Philadelphia ballet, swatted Lou 
carricaturist when she 


| Hirschman, 
|found he had made a carricature of 
her to be reproduced in papier 
mache for the Artists Ball, May 7. 
Visited his studio and tore up the 
sketch. 

Fanchon Royer Gallagher in N. Y. 
to arrange for release of ‘Religious 
Racketeer,’ film made from sugges- 
tions by the widow of Harry Hou- 
dini. 

Irish Repertory Players. select 
John Coulter’s ‘Family Portrait’ for 
production this month. 

Judy Hale, the Judy Rose of the 
Ziegfeld shows, sprung in a N. Y. 
court on a drunk-driving charge. 
Cop complained she used abusive 
language, but court held that to be 
no proof. 


Great Neck, L. I., first to cash in 


on shorts. Forbids their use on cer- 
tain streets. O.K. in the rest of the 
town, And the papers all fell. 


Group Theatre offering a $500 
prize for the best play by an author 
under 25. No restriction as to sub- 
ject. 

Bureau of Fisheries offering one 
buck each for tags placed on 1,000 
flounders earlier in the season. 
Fisherman merely sends the red and 
blue celluloid tags with information 
as to where fish was taken. 

Internal Revenue after Polly Ad- 
ler again on the claim she did not 
make return on about $100,000 profits 
from her enterprises from ’27 to ’30. 
They have impounded a_ $1,500 


just in case they win. 

Angna Enters sailed for Europe 
Saturday, having completed her 
schedule of 50 concert dates on this 
side. Back in November. 

WPA actors have formed a ball 
team to play other theatrical nines. 


Last Thursday ffire destroyed 
Rainbow Gardens, dance hall at 
Waldemar Park, near “rie, Pa. 


Loss estimated at $150,000. 

George Abbott says that in future 
all his shows will play Brooklyn, 
either before the N. Y. opening or 
to inaugurate the road tour. 

A Bronx Republican club evicted 
from its quarters following a court 
conviction for conducting a bingo 
game. 

Georgia state universities trying 
to convince federal authorities that 
they should not be held liable for a 
10% tax on football games. Argue 
it is a function of the schools. 

N. Y. university varsity 
‘That’s Life,’ presented 
lat the Roral Windsor. 
the picture magazines. 

Annual spring luncheon of 
| Theatre Assembly at the Astor last 
| Saturday. Speakers were Bruce 


show, 
last Friday 





him paralyzed and almost blind. He! Father is business m anager of March | Barton, J. Weston Allen. Dr. George 


| Earle Raguiel and Gellett Burgess. 
Winner of the Delia Austrian 
|medal to be announced at a luncheon 
jat the Pierre May 10. Award is for 
i best performance and not the best 
iplay. Daniel Frohman will hand out 
| the token. 
Ziesfeld Girls’ club held its third 
annual dance Saturdav at the Plaza. 
Samuel French to publish ‘All the 
| Living. ’ Has also acquired amateur 
jan? stock rights. 
| The ’49’ers to open their season at 
Whiteficld. N. H., Julv 8. 
Auditions beine held in N 


| lins School of Acting at East Hamp- 


iton. First was held et the Astor last 
|Saturdav. Cissie Lo/tus, Edith Bar- | 
rett and Margaret Wycherly the | 
judves, 


Hungarian theatres playing non- 


of | 


spite of his| 


money order and a $5,000 bail bond | 


A satire on | 


the ' 


¥.. 208 } 


anvlieants for pdmiss'on to the Rol- | 


Aryan shows being stench-bombed, 
Charles Houser, who peddles pen- 
cils from a wheel chair with a gaso- 
line motor, in court charged with 
not having a driver’s license. Didn’t 
know it classed as an automobile. 

Agnes Coleman, cashier in a mid- 
town hotel’s coffee shop, revealed as 
|a former bareback rider in the Ring- 
ling show. Broke her neck in a fall 
}on the street and had to quit the 
rosinbacks. 
| Joan O’Neil, Brooklyn girl, gets 
title of ‘Miss Monogram’ in contest 
| conducted by that film company and 
!a picture mag. Working on the 
Monogram lot in H’wood. 

Wigs and Cues, Barnard college 
dramatic club, did three one-actergs 
|at the Brinkerhoff theatre 
Girls staged as well as played 

Montreal bans current issue of 
Ken on the grounds it contains an 
immoral article. 


Marie Rasputin Saloviff. who says 
she is the daughter of the Russian 
monk, to be devorted if the im- 
migration authorities can locate her. 
She came over last year to do a lion 
taming act with a circus. Overstayed 
her leave. 

Polo season opens at Governors 
Island Sunday, when the army team. 
meets the Boulder Brook four. 

Gertrude Mallina, opera singer, 
who divorced her husband in Reno 
two years ago, asking for more 
money for the support of their 
daughter. Was given $50 monthly, 
but contends this is not sufficient. 
Mallina is a_ telephone research 
| worker said to receive $12,000 a 
| year. 

Leah Deutsch, 25-year-old amateur 
|actress being sought by the police. 
| She arrived on the Conte di Savoia 
| last Thursday, but did not go to the 
home of a friend as planned. 

Inventory filed with Conn. court 
gives the estate of the late William 
Gillette as $113,178. The three-mile 





Friday. 





| 


model railroad is inventoried at 

$3,000 and the estate at $65,000. 
Victor Payne-Jannings opens 

permanent offices in N. Y. May 


make two productions in the fall in 
addition to touring ‘Whiteoaks.’ 

‘Of Mice and Men’ to give benefit 
next Sunday for Stage Relief Fund. 

Norton V. Ritchey, Monogram Pic- 
tures export manager, one of those 
aboard the Pan-American flying boat 
that was lost near Bermuda last 
week, arrived in New York Sunday 
(4). 

Large bathing pavilion at 
Ronkonkoma, Long Island 
leveled by flames. 


Coast 


Mrs. Adeline Jaffe Schulberg was 
granted a divorce from Benjamin 
P. Schulberg, film producer, in L. 
A. They had been married 22 years, 

Douglas Gerrard, film  plaver. 
suffered several broken ribs when 
struck by a motor car in Hollywood. 


Mary Eloise Spann, 21. film actress 
and protege of Mary Garden, filed 
a $5,000.000 damage suit against 
Milton Beecher, Metro musical di- 
|rector, the Metro studio and 50 
‘Tohn Does’ Complainant charged 
Beecher with attacking her in his 
apartment. 

Shirley Lloyd, film actress. 
gained consciousness after a 20-day 
coma at the home of her parents in 
North Hollywood. She was stricken 
after a radio audition. 

Fred Rogers, arrested on chargss 
of writing an extortion letter to 
Sonja Henie, was indicted by a Fed- 
eral jury in L.A. 

Otis Harlan, 73, stage and screen 
actor, was stricken while rehearsing 
for a part in Al Jolson’s radio pro- 
gram. He is in Hollywood hospital. 

Gregory La Cava, film director, 
asked L. A. court for the custody of 
'his son, William, 13. His divorced 
wife, Mrs. Beryl Morse La Cava, 
countered by demanding an increase 
of alimony from $125 to $850 per 
; month, 

Charles S. Belden, screen writer, 
asked L. A. court for custody of their 
. son, Charles, Jr., 5, from divorced 
wife, Beth Milton, actress. 

Paul F. Hill, rodeo promoter. sved 
for divorce in L. A. by Mrs. Levy M 








Lake 


re rt 
resort, 








re- 





| Hill, who charged their home wa3 
‘disrupted by other women and 
liouor, 

Esther Ralston. screen = actress 


grantec a divorce from Will Morgas, 
actor, in L. A. 
Early morning fire caus 


»d $25,000 


damage to the State theatre, Pasa- 
dena. 

| Joe E. Brown’s son, Don. is lead- 
ing the race for the student body 


presidency of U.C.L.A. 

I. FE. Chadwick, former nictur? pro- 
ducer, was freed of battery charges 
| filed against him by Louise Cornwell, 
L. A. process server. 

Julie Cruze, daughter of film 
rector James Cruze, told L. A 
| eral Court how she bought nare siics 
i from Leonard Harris, later conyvictes 


di- 


Bod. 
i 
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RKO’s metropolitan N,. Y. 
ple dance contest. 

Julius Epstein, Warner 
town for a vacash. 

Paul Robeson due in 
(10) from Europe. 

Lester Hammel. due back from his 
Bermuda honeymoon today (4), 

Dorothy Haas, p.a. for Fanchon & 
Marco, back to work after illness. 

Arthur Michaud, band 
left Saturday (30) for Bermuda vaca- 
tion. 


scripter, in 


next week 


The Lynn Farnols have moved to | 


their summer place at 
Conn. 
Larry 


Rock Point, 


Morris, of the Cinema 


Casino, Miami Beach, in for booking 


deals. 

Erich Leinsdorf, conductor of the 
Metropolitan Opera, vacationing in 
Virginia. 

Sid Solomon, 
Casino, Central 
Bantam autos. 


who 


Park, 


promoting 


Minor and Root due back from Rio 


May 16, bringing a ‘samba’ 
dance routine. 

Harry Royster due back end of 
week after conferring with Par 
partners out of town. 


new 


Tina Kreisberg, of Metro's h.o. 
publicity department, engaged to 


Jonas Wilfand, non-pro. 

Cari Fisher, general manager for 
George Abbott, to undergo an ap- 
pendectomy next month, 

Joe Scully, agent, has joined the 
William Morris office as associate of 
Paul Small, nitery booker, 

Alix Williamson, formerly with 
Constance Hope _ associates, has 
opened her own praise bureau. 

Costumes of the former French 


manager, | 


conducted the | 


| 
Clock,’ Camillo Mastrocinque direct- 
ing. Vittorio De Sica, Ugo Ceseri, 

Laura Solari and Oretta Fiume fea- 
tured, 
| Inspired by experiments 
‘Hamlet ’in modern clothes, Univer- 
sity theatre in Milan tried one of 
| Goldoni’s old Venetian play in mod- 
ern setting; was big flop. 

Luigi Chiarelli’s play, ‘Fuochi d’ar- 
| tificio’ (‘Fireworks’), 
screened by Juventus in Italian and 
German, Amedeo Nazzari will be 
|Starred in former version. Genaro 
Righelli directing. 

Some of the old silent films of the 
‘golden age’ of Italian film produc- 
|tion have been hauled out of the 
archives and shown again. Venture 
|has proven interesting to specialists, 
|but unsuccessful as far as public is 
concerned. 


Juventus Film has engaged tenor 
Giovanni Manurita for all of 1938: 
starting on a film about the 1840s 
{with him now. Also signed Ger- 


}mania Paolieri, Wandina Guglie!mi 
and director Gennaro Righelli for 
rest of this vear. 

Director Gallone has started work 
at Cinecitta on pic on life of Verdi 
Fosco Giachetti playing Verdi, Gaby 
Morlay playing Giuseppina Strep- 
poni, Maria Cebotari playing Tere- 
|sian Stolz. Other members of cast 
|}are Germana Paolieri, Camillo Pilot- 
}to and Enrico Glori. Beniamina 
| Gigli will sing part of the tenor Raf- 
faele Mirate. 

Vittorio Mussolini's nie. ‘Rigolet- 
to,’ is to be made in English version, 
too. for which Rosina Lawrence has 
been signed. Director Charles Bra- 
bin expects to start work at Cine- 
citta toward middle or end of May. 
Meanwhile script writers Thomas 
Geraghtv and Jeanie Macpherson are 
| busy with story. Baritone Tito Gob- 
bi signed for Italian version. 


Casino shows were bought from the | 


receivers this week by Brooks. 
Oscar Doob, advertising-publicity 
chief for Loew’s circuit. 


Sidney R. Fleisher, film arbiter, 
and his law associate, Edward E. 
Cohen, moving offices onto Fifth 
avenue. 

Mare Connolly office now tosses 


5 p.m. tea. All due to influence of 


the English members of the ‘Two 
Bouquets’ cast. 
A. G. Berg. formerly with Erpi 


and Bell-Howell. now is doing com- 


mercial film roadshows for King 
Cole’s Sound Service. 
Monroe Greenthal to the Coast 


Monday by train, to be gone a prob- 
able two weeks. Huddle’ with 
producers on new product. 

Songplugger Ronny Lanthier of 
Remick’s dined with President 
Roosevelt just before latter's de- 
parture on his southern cruise. 

Dr. A. N. Goldsmith, television 
and picture engineer, back from 
Washington. where he attended con- 
vention of Society of Motion Picture 
Engineers. 

Gene Austin, east with Joe Penner 


for the first time in several vears, 
surprised the radio-music bunch 
with the 60 pounds he has shed. 


Handball did the trick. 

Agent Mark Hanna guested with 
the President and Mrs. Roosevelt at 
the White House over the weekend, 
at invitation of FDR. Jr.. whom 
Hanna had booked for a 
g£uester,. 


Bruce MacFarlane, legit actor. to | 


the Coast today 
assignment in pictures. N 
in films, but his home is in 


for acting-writing 
Never acted 
Cali- 


fornia. Has been on the Broadway | 
stage 10 years. 

Miguel Roldan, co-owner of La 
Conga, will marry Gloria’ Font, 
former cigaret girl there. in mid- 
June. Incidentally, Roldan, Oscar | 


Roche and Bobby Martyn bought out 
their fourth partner, Leo Fixler, for 
$10.000. 

Hotels Astor and Pennsylvania re- 
ported heavy bookings Saturday for 


choice front rooms from which the | 


N. Y. Fair preview parade could be 
seen. Hotels. cafes and some niteries 
felt the influx of out-of-town visitors, 


especially from Jersey over the 
weekend. 
Robert D. O’Brien. William S. | 


Reisman and Richard O. Fleischer, 
all Brown University students, col- 
labed on the new revue, ‘Curriculi, 
Curricula.’ the school show. Trio 
respectively are the sons of Dennis 


. O’Brien. of O’Brien, Driscoll & 
Raftery: Phil Reisman. RKO v.p.. 
and Max Fleischer, producer of 


Paramount's _ shorts. George M. 
Cohan, went to Providence over the 
weekend to 0.0. dress rehearsals. 
Rome 
Par’s v.p., John W. Hicks, in for 
short visit. 
Brigitte Helm 
#hove Florence. 
Doris Keane and daughter, Randa, 
visiting here, on way to Montecatini 
resort. 
_ Franz Molnar sojourning at Ven- 
ice. His ‘Dalila’ to be given for first 
a in Italy by Tofano-Malitugliati 


. 
OG, 


staying in villa 


Elsa Merlini to appear in a series 
of Amato Film productions: de Bene- 
detti writing scenario for her firs’ 
pic. 

Cast of ‘Equator’ finished work in 
Italian East Africa. way to 
Rome where interiors of pic will be 
made at Cinecitta. 

Before going back to America in 
October, tenor Galliano Masini will 
make a pic with Imperator Film. 
Marchese Dusmet has written story. 

Era Film has started ‘The Cuckoo 


now on 


back to | 
work after being laid up with a cold. |! 


radio | 


| Philadelphia 


John Leary m.c.’ing at the Cadillac 
Tavern. 

Bick Reichner taking up farm life 
to song scribble. 

Len Hettelson’s baby critically ill 
with pneumonia. 

Jeanette MacDonald in town to in- 
tro hubby Gene Raymond to her 
| family. 

Si Cohen, late of Nixon’s Grand 
| here, will manage Steel Pier, Atlan- 
tic City, for the summer. 
| More than 300 present at new 
|Showmen’s Club's first shindig, a 
dinner-dance at the Bellevue. 

Ben Lemisch, former partner of 
Ben Fogelman in Benny the Bum’s, 
|nitery here, now distribing mineral 
water. 

Mob of film-rowites to Baltimore 
last week to attend testimonial for 
Frank Durkee, exhib, who was ap- 
pointed to Park Board. 

Mel Koff being very secretive, 
|}pending copyright, about a new 
|game he’s invented, which he claims 
gets around all legal objections. 


Honolulu 


By Mabe! Thomas 


month. 

The Harry Warners canceled their 
Hawaiian vacation. 

Director John Ford home to Holly- 
wood after vacation. 

Johnny Noble celebrated his 25th 
anniversary as song writer. 

Harry Delgardo, Hawaii theatre 
manager, around after operation. 
| The Jack Warners here for three 
weeks, He read scripts the entire 
time. 

James Fitzpatrick’s travelog crew 
shooting at Kahala on two-day lay- 
| over. 


Russell Birdwell, of Selznick’s 
studios, here with his family for 
| month. 
| Mrs. Peter Balma. mother of 


Martha Raye, at the Royal for two 
| months. 
| Mrs. Mabel McIntyre, widow of 
O. O. McIntyre, traveling with Mrs. 
Will Hays. 

Beachcomber Don Gnatt building 
,a night spot at Waikiki Beach, re- 
,portied to be costing $25,000. 





‘Lone Ranger’ 





(Continued from page 1) 


local broadcasts. Canada and Aus- 
tralia are also skedded for the NBC 
service. The film serial wus made 
by Republic. Trendle is awaiting 
|release of the Republic actor who 
plays the role to head the stage 


show. Latter is not same person a 
the radio character Tour would 
start early in October 

Among other deals signed th 
week is one for King Features Syn- 
dicate to start shooting cartoon strip 
on Sept. 11. Ringling Bros.-Barnun 
& Bailey wanted stunt for c¢ t 
how but wouldn't pay asking price 
Possible that deal 
for next veer. Ray Spector, of the 
Franklin Bruck agency, Is handling 
the commercia! merchandise tieup 
which now number 20 licensees. Al- 
ready set ag: books, t 
neckties, first aid kits, in 
toys (no knives), sweaters and polo 
shirts, combs and brushes, wallet 
etc. 


currel 


may go through 


COW DON 


chewing ¢ 


Mother of Nelson Eddy here for. 


with 


will be | 


| Gertrude 


|; SUCCESS. 





London 


Jack Davis back from f{ ar 
in Egypt. 

Freddie Schwartz (Schwartz Bros.) 
now totally blind. 

Cookie Bowers combining honey- 
mooning with work here. 

Edgar Kennedy due at Gainsbor- 
ough around May 16 to support Will 
Hay in ‘Stick "Em U;.’ 

‘George and Margaret,’ expected 
to fold at Wyndham’s, has picked up 
and is now stavir.s indefinitely. 

Censor trouble was responsible for 
week's postponement of ‘Biueveerd’s 
Eighth Wife’ (Par) at the Plaza. 

Ganjou Bros. out of the Palladium 
‘Crazy’ show due te Bob Ganjou’s 
iccident while horseback riding in 
Hyde Park. 

‘People of Our Class,’ the new St 
John Irvine play, produced by H. M 
Tennent, Ltd., goes to the New thea- 
tre alter provincial tryout. 

Chris Gill back again after being 
compelled to stay out for six months 
on account of the vaudeville quota 
laws. Can now work six months 

‘The Dark Interpreter,’ new play 
just completed by Rodney, Ackland, 
has been purchased by Gilbert 
Miller, who intends to produce it 
here. 

Gordon Harbord’s musical, written 
by unknown Australian, will star 
Niesen, Adele Dixon and 
George Curzon. Henry Kendal will 
produce. 

Sue Ryan switched over to Tom 
Arnold’s other ice show. ‘Switzer- 
land,’ replacing Arren aud Broderick, 
who sail for America to do a Para- 
mount picture next month. 

Danny and Edith, formerly of Lew 
Leslie’s ‘Blackbirds’ missed their 
opening at the Hyams Bros.’ all- 
colored show at the Trocadero due 
to boat arriving two days later. 

‘Venus in Silk,’ the Lee Ephraim 
musical, starring Carl Brisson, fold- 
ing without coming to the West End 
after touring the sticks to moderate 
It was intended to bring it 


weeks 


to the Hippodrome, with Evelyn 
Lave as leading woman, but she 
turned it down. 


Jean Murat in from America. 
Maurice Gleiz to direct ‘Mocao.’ 
Gypsy Markoff at Monte Cristo. 
Charles Trenet held over at A.B.C. 


Nita Raya off on Scandinavian | 
tour. 
Roger Aubert off for American 
tour. 
Nadia Danty signing for A.BC. 


appearance. 

The Berry 
Tabarin show. 

Lys Gauty to make film debut in 
‘La Goualeuse.’ 

‘Rein qu'un Baiser’ 
Bouffes-Parisiens. 

Yehudi Menuhin due 
with Orchestre Colonne. 

Mitty Goldin celebrating his fourth 
anniversary A.B.C. manager. 

Philippe Gaubert resigning di- 
rectorship of Opera Orchestra. 

Charles Burguet acting in first 
film, adaptation of his ‘Gosse de 
Riche.’ 

Pierre Fresnay replacing Victor 
Boucher in ‘Le Valet Maitre’ at la 
Michodiere. 

Mirielle Balin and Jules Berry to 
star in ‘Cas de Conscience,’ Walter 
Kapp’s latest. 

G. W. Pabst getting down to actual 
productiecn of ‘Drame de Shanghai,’ | 
starring Louis Jouvet. 

Marie Bastie making cinema debut | 
in ‘La Patrouille Blanche,” which 
Paul Mesnier is making, | 

Henri Garat and Josseline Gael to 
star in ‘Une Femme Trop Chere,’ | 
which Claude Orval is making. 

Corinne Luchoire, who starred in 
‘Prison Sans Barreaux,’ engaged by 
Maurice Lehmann for top part in 
his next, ‘Le Ruisseau.’ 


Bros. into new Bal 
opening at 


for concert 


Mi ie 
inneapolis 
By Les Rees 

Dale Carnegie here for lecture at 
Auditorium. 

Emmy Flashe, of Warner's 
staff. engaged. 

Staie theatre all dolled up for new 
pictures’ policy. 

Annual ‘Water Fallies’ at St. Paul 
Auditorium May 4-8. 

Most of the film exchanges going 
on five-day schedule. 

Cab Calloway only 
stage show on horizon. 

Excelsior Amusement Park’s pre- 
season opening scheduled this week. 

Shirley Shuman, Universal book- 
ing secretary, celebrated a birthday. 


office 


Orpheum 


‘Room Service.” previously can- 
celed, spotted into Lyceum May 
19-2] 

Estelle Kronichk ( d fror 
P ramo ‘ offi " taff te y ‘ +y 
Oe CakO 

Tv ( Variet club 
much ‘ d more ‘ ‘ 

- t< 

Stella Carlsoi Warner Bro DOOK- 

clerk Oo marry te p of 
uirr € 

b é J ) WB ‘ 

Cece ( ( fron |! NV iTe€ 1 

6 Furone 

Reno Wilk of Bennie Berger cir- 
uit } ‘ n cnampionsnip fe l nm 

Raloh Cramblett. United Artist 

nch menager, on 1ob again after 

vacation in the outh. 

Gilbert Nathanson and George 


lis in love with Marion. 


Fosdick of Republic off to 
wood to attend sales convention. 

Hannah Pederson, Metro's infor- 
mation 
Painesville, Minn., by her 
serious illness. 

Twin City Variety club had large 
delegation occupying boxes at sea- 
son’s opening of Minneapolis Ameri- 


can Association basebali game 


father's 


] 





Ethel Shutta, Enrica and Novella 
and the Four Bachelors with Ran 
Wilde at Hotel Nicollet Minnesota 


Terrace, succe. ling Charlie Gaylord. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


Mark. Browar 
th bad knee. 


Joe Louis in town for a dav, and 


bedded in hospital 


caught Cab Calloway at the Stanley 
Brad Hunt's orchestra winds up 
eight-month run at Pines this week- 
end. 
U. bowlers knocked down the 
Film Row league championship tl 
yeal 


‘Bov Meets Girl’ will be fourth 


and last show of season at ‘Y’ Play- 
house. 

Leonard Litman has joined pub- 
licity department of Barnett Bro 
circus 


Tony Conforti building a swim- 
ming pool for his new Mt. Lebanor 
manse. 


Louis Little, theatrical attorney 
running for congress in this month’s 
primary, 

Harry Roney, Columbia booker, 
has picked up 25 pounds since taking 
sick leave. 

Sidney Piermont in from New 


York to have a look at the George 
Jessel unit. 

John McGreevey's wife and _ sor 
back from Florida after spending the 
winter there. 

Major Olmes’ orchestra called to 
New York by Music Corp. of Amer- 
ica for auditions. 

Ben Brown's foot doctor has 
ordered him to Mt. Clemens for at 
least three weeks. 

Dave Barnholz in .tlantic City for 
a vacash and Clarence Ejisemans 
back from same spot. 

Freeman Hammond going back to 
Keene, N. H., to operate the summer 
playhouse there again. 

Joe Feldman’s sister, Mrs. Harold 
Bloom, has gone back to New York 
after a month’s stay here. 

Joe Kauffmans (he’s the Univer- 
cal exchange manager), aave gone 
to Bermuda for a couple of weeks. 


- Plays Abroad 


(Continued from page 59) 


SEPTEMBRE 
become more and more fre- 
quent. Things are brought to a head 
one day when she thinks her son 
has seen them together. The sudden 
realization of her ties to another life 
makes her break the affair. She 
discovers that her sister is in love 
with Jean and that, unknowingly, he 
She talks to 
them separately, making them each 
promise to marry the other, and re- 
signs herself to middle age. 

The role gives Miss Noro every 
opportunity to exert her 








tiffs 


line Pore! is excellent as the sister. 
Jacques Castelot misses by a frac- 
tion due to inexperience. Bernard 
Blier, as Jean’s best friend. has a 
large portion of the comedy lines 
and handles them expertly. 


WILD OATS 


London, Apri] 22 


Musica n two acts (® scenes) 1 Ton “ 
Furler from plot by Firth Sheohard pre 
vented t Shephard Staged ’ llenvlwer 
Bryan, Musi« Noel Ga noes Jeaok 
Donohue At the Princes Landen 
Samuel Clopnpitt Ae a - ine Howard 
Villie Cloppitt...... \rthor t oun 
Maria Cloppitt 5 ea antes Vera Pearce 
Vivienne ? Josephine Houston 
Val ‘ . dack [deorseoriue 
Vieks Frances Marsden 


Some vears ago a critic for one of 
the big dailies here, on reviewing a 
drama, remarked, ‘I always liked this 
play. It's an old American 
ville gag and can be readily applied 
to ‘Wild Oats.’ Despite 


vaude- 


coming tn 


that category, it was more than 
warmly received opening night, and 


indications are it will be a succes: 
It has two popular comedians and 
one comedienne, Sydney Howard 


Arthur Risecoe and Vera Pearce, 
whom the public here invariably ac- 
cord a hearty welcome hopin 19? 
the best. vencrally etting it, and 
vhen they don’t. are more 
lling to make allowance There 
only one newcorne to tnese 
re Joseph é Houston 
American nvenue, Wilh a 
de , ‘ , he 
tumbe he nat e fz i and 
nake a welcome addition to the 
real favorite 
In h curtain speech Firth Shep- 
rd who presented the piece 
tatec le nope d to produce a erie 
f such musicals at Princes with 
Howard, Riscoe and M Pearce a 
the nucleus of a permanent stock 
npany. Ticket agencies had made 
n advance buy for the current one 
fier its trvout at Manchester Set- 
tings are vood: also dances b Tove 
Donohue are pleasant. Jolo. 


Holly- | 


girl, called to her home in! 


abilities, | 
and at no time does she fail. Jacque- | 
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Hollywood 


Richard Carle hospitalized 
Tom Fizdale from Chicago 
Curtis Kenyon taking 


SOnS, 


fiying les- 


Victor Fleming yachting along the 
Pacific. 

Hugh Herbert back from a Broad- 
way holiday. 

Ted Magee new western editor of 
Picture Play. 

Donald Gledhill 
uppendectomy. 

Ford Beebe confined at home with 
nervous attack. 

Universal studio restaurant leased 
to Hy Hoffman. 

Melville Cooper 
Brentwood home. 

Florence George moved int 
Beverly Hills home. 

George Sanders won L. A 
club race to Catalina. 

Carl Laemmle, Jr., celebrated his 
30th birthday last week 

Myrt Blum back to work afte! 
several weeks in a hospital. 


recovering from 


bought a new 
new 


Yacht 


Eddie Anderson back from Costa 
Rica, where he wrote a novel 
Isa Miranda being tested for name 


role in ‘Zaza’ at the Paramount. 

30b Oakley and Helen Twelve- 
trees rehearsing for a p.a. tour. 

Lionel Margolies, Universal test 
director, bought a new valley abode. 

Fred MacMurray headed for two- 
week fishing vacation at Boulder 
Dam. 

Gale Page to Chicago afte: 
pleting role in ‘Sister Act’ at 
ners, 

Casey Roberts joined Selznick-In- 
ternational’s staff as interior di- 
rector 

Rochelle Hudson 
month’s vacation in 

Bermuda. 

Joan Bennett will vacation at Del 
Monte when she finishes work in 
‘The Texans.’ 

Martha Raye will vacation in Mex- 
ico City upon completion of ‘Give 
Me a Sailor.’ 

Russell Birdwell back at Selznick- 
International after clippering in 
from a Honolulu vacation. 

Lee Chadwick and Dick Le Marr 
resigned from Leo Morrison agency 
to go into biz for themselves. 

Charles Boyer resumed his ‘Al- 
giers’ role after a week on crutches 
because of stra:ned leg muscles. 

Charlie Ruggles rented out 20 of 
his dogs to 20th-Fox to work with 
‘Shirley Temple in ‘Lucky Penny.’ 

W. FE. Calloway vacationing at 
Palm Springs prior to hopping off 
for Warner's sales convention in 
Dallas. 

Henry Blanke, Aneas MacKenzie, 
John Huston and Wolfgang Reinhart 
on 10-day location siege at Oaxaca, 
Mexico. 

Benny Fields and Blossom Seeley 
(Mrs. Fields) here for a month's va- 
cation after 40 weeks of vaude and 
nitery work. 

Mother and two brothers of Di- 
rector Michael Curtiz escaped from 
Austria to Switzerland and now en 
route to Hollywood. 

Dr. and Mrs. A. Giann: i back 
from Frisco, where they attended 
funeral of Virgil Giannini, nephew 
of the United Artists prexy. 

Norma Shearer, Tyrone Power and 
100 members of Metro’s ‘Marie An- 
toinette’ cast tossed a birthday party 
for Florence Thomas, script clerk for 
Director W. S. Van Dyke. 

John Burch; business manager; 
Caril Berger and Ben Wetzler, 
cameramen. back after months in the 
Federated Malay States, where they 
filmed exteriors for Paramount. 

Virginia (Toni) Farmer, cousin of 
Frances Farmer, film actress, was 
nicked most beautiful frosh co-ed at 
Washington State college, Pullman 
(Wash.), by four Paramount person- 
aves: Bing Crosby, Fred MacMurray, 
Erin Drew and Wesley Ruggles. 


Chicago 


COM= 


War- 


home after a 
Manhattan and 


Lynn Chalmers up after illness. 


Clarence Cosby ducked in from St. 
Louis, 
Film now readying 
supper for Sam Shirley. 
Charlie Wilson now on the 
Stokes ‘Sunday Date’ show. 
Dave Kaufman enlargin, facilities 
of his Woods Recording outfit 
Louise Fitch transferring 
affection from nags to divots. 
Ashton Stevens in Rochester, 
Minn., for another overhauling. 
Pete Nelson back in Chi after a 
month’s cruise and southland tour. 
Sandra Kary] lirecting children’s 
plays and pageanis for Ted Mitchell. 
Ed Voynows just about finished 


testimonial 


Harold 


sports 


remodeling their new Astor reet 
nome 

Dailies ribbed Mona Leslie for 
hopping into the lake for a press 
tunt 

Lou Morgan ha a company of 
The Drunkard’ opening at the Bre- 

t hote 

Eddie Levin craping tiie bull 
fiddle at the Chi Busine Mer ()i- 


chestra concert 

Pill McGowan received medal from 
Masonic lodge on his 50th anniver- 
ary in the organization, 

Sammy Clark out of the loca) 
W am M rr] avency a 
i’ .aci W tn the offices 

Percy Eckhart ha heen eTected 
hairman of the Festival Assn. of 
avinia icceeding the Jute Wil 
loughby Walling. 
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1. Y. Worlds Fair 
Signally; Many 





Preview Clicks 


Attracted Over 





The Weekend; ‘Jitney Proposition’ 


onecomniiinaesit + 





By MIKE WEAR 


Preview of New York World's 
Fair, due to open April 30, 1939, over 
the weekend turned out the most | 
pizantic ballyhoo for a world expo- 
sition ever staged. Three-day affair 
clicked not only from the standpoint 


»f the number of people drawn to 


the fair grounds on Flushing Mead- 
yws, Long Island, or made world’s 
fair-conscious, but also in the man- 


nec in which it measured up to the 
expectations of preview creators. 
Average reaction to the advance 
showing was, ‘It looks slick now; 
it should be terrific a year from to- 





day. Vet exposition men described 
the N. Y. Fair’s preview as a smart 
idea. Junior League’s ‘Ball of To- 


morrow,’ with attendant radio public- 
ity: the lengthy, colorful motorcade 
from the Battery Place, lower Man- 
hattan, up Broadway and Seventh 
Avanue to the fair grounds; cere- 
monies on exposition site the same 
day and the May Day music festivaal 
(Sunday) all contributed to the 
preview show. Decorations and 
special World’s Fair window displays 


all made New York and visitors in 
town over the weekend very fair- 
minded. 


Fact that the motorized procession 
Saturday went off on time and meas- 
ured up to anticipations by drawing 


250.000 to the exposition grounds 
that afternoon equalized disap- 
pointment over postponement of 


free show and pyrotechnical display, | 
caused by later afternoon downpour. | 

Crowds at fair site saw approxi- | 
mately 50% of heavy construction 
finished and initial building on about 
20°, of other structures. Region 
about the Business Administration 
builting, which was polished offside 
for the ‘Ball of Tomorrow’ Friday | 


Show Biz’s Bally 


Show business and Broadway 
were liberally represented in 
N. Y. Fair motorcade. Giant re- 


production of Edgar Bergen- 
Charlie McCarthy dominated 
Chase & Sanborn float, while 
‘callboy’ Johnny of Philip 
Morris cigaret broadcast rode in 
a small auto atop another mo- 
torized display. Cotton Club re- 
production of a river show boat 
was jammed with cast and 
femme members of nitery show. 
Ben Marden’s Riviera used an 
elaborate miniature of its Jer- 
sey summer spot with three tall 
lookers. The Brass Rail was 
represented by two floats, with 
drum corps featured on one. 

Babe Ruth was the cynosure 
of spectators in sports section, 
with 60 pro bike riders attract- 
ing notice in bally for cycling 
trade, Both Westinghouse and 
DuPont clicked with elaborate- 
ly conceived traveling exhibits. 
Loew's plugged ‘Girl of the 
Golden West’ with scenes and 
characters from picture. Sta- 
tion WOR and ‘Mystery Chef’ 
program also represented, 
Trans-Lux theatres had a news- 
reel cameraman ‘grinding’ on a 
truck. Village Barn used a 
band on its truck display. Savoy 
Ballroom grabbed hefty ap- 
plause with group of Harlem 
steppers in action on a minia- 
ture dance floor. 

Antique Broadway horse car 
dominated department _ store 
section while Jack Dempsey’s 
restaurants, and New York 
hotels also had noteworthy rep- 
resentation. 





(29), was finished most completely 








and the focal point of interest. Road- 


ways and walks, with serpentine 
hedges, newly planted flowers and 
partial lighting naturally drew 


largest number of visitors. 
Seventeen Halls Finished 

Check revealed 17 giant exhibit 
halls either entirely completed or 
practically finished. These were the 
Communications Buildings, first ex- 
hibition sructure to be entirely built 
and ready for occupancy; Business 
Administration structure now need- 
ing only interior work; focal Trans- 
portation building; Marine Transpor- | 
tation, with the new _ Exhibitors’ 
clubhouse nearly completion off to 
west; Chemicals and Plastic Arts, | 
Consumer building, Medicine and 
Public Health structure, two Food 
buildings, Fisheries building, Hall of 
Mines and Metallurgy, Textile build- 
ing Electrical Production building, 
two Shelter buildings and two Dis- 
tribution buildings. 

In addition, the Glass House build- 
{ing which New York City is building 
at a cost of $1,200,000 is entirely-in- 
closed needing only interior instalia- 
tions. It will be headquarters for 
the city during the exposition and 
remain as a permanent struciure. 
Of towards the amusement zone 
and abutting the lagoon, actual work 
is under way on New York state's 
$1,609,000 Marine Amphitheatie and 
Ex \ibit building, 

Onty structure in the midway dis- 
trict is the Boat Pavilion on the 
lyzoon but the ground is nearly 
ready for building activity to bezin. 
Pilings are being put in for the In- 
dsyendent subway station to be 
spo.ied near the entrance to the 
a@.iuszment sector. 

$2,000,009 Electric Plant 

North and South sub-stations for 
the $2,000,000 electrical power 
transmission system are virtually 


| 
' 


completed off to the north of the 
midway area. The $60,000,000 cen- 
tral mall is in process of construc- 
tion. It will connect the city and 
Federal buildings. 

[odustrial exhibitor buildings now 
fm construction are Gas Exhibits 
Tac Glass, Incorporated; Con- 


splidated Edison Co. 
ville; the Railway 


* Johns-Maean- 
building, being 


put up by the Eastern President 
conference representing 26 railroad 
Ame an Tobacco and Continental 
bia! ‘r Steel is going up present- 
ky on the Railway structure which 
‘ be a quarter mile long and 
ii 4500 feet of track, with a 


to} wie 


shaped auditorium to en- 


| overpasses, all 


| 6:30 p.m. Saturday, 
headed for the illuminated section of | Cus invades the Pacific Northwest at 


The 70-acre lot, with capacity for | 


parking 14,000 motor cars, is nearing 
completion. Nearly 11 bridges or 
streamlined, have 
been finished at a cost of $3,000,000. 

The $1,700,000 Perishphere-Trylon, 
theme center of the fair, is about 
half completed. Typical street 
lights and illuminated pylons were 
in operation for the preview. 

Radio stations reaching public in 
New York area and also many go- 
ing out on national networks gave 
the fair healthy plugs Friday night. 
Consolidated Edison broadcast was 
built around the exposition, with 
Grover Whalen finally introduced 
for a spiel. Paul Whiteman’s Ches- 
terfield broadcast emanated from 
Business Administration building 
where band was playing for Junior 
Leaguers ball. Whiteman’s orches- 


tra also played over NBC in a sus-|} 


tainer, ‘Ball of Tomorrow’ later in 
evening, 
Radio Bally 

Many of stations 
covered the Saturday motorcade 
procession and ceremonies at the 
grounds. WNEW, which has been 
broadcasting exclusively from the 
exposition site every week, took in 
the ceremonies with 
urday program. 

Though notice of postponing the 
Saturday night open air show and 


iireworks display was broadcast on | to his former staff of 30 to carry | known in the legitimate theatre, died | 


many stations early Saturday eve- 
ning, many either had not heard it 
or were determined to give the ex- 
position the once-over. Despite the 
fact that thousands quit the grounds 
hurriedly during the rainstorm, hun- 
dreds began pouring in again by 
Thousands were 


| position at 10c 


and networks. 


its usual Sat-| 


fair grounds. 
May Day Musi Festival. 
Criticism of musical program, both 
singing and instrumental, 
dances was that there w s too much 


entering 
was the 


of it. This only was natural with so 
many units and organizations par- 
ticipating. 


Grover Whalen played host to 
celebrities he had as guests at a 
cocktail party and reception in the 
fair association's board room follow- 
ing program. Night concert drew 


|another capacity crowd, with traffic 


snarled because only avout half of 
exposition drives and roaaways were 
open to enormous throng. 

The Fair 
tion Four 


will be a nickel exposi- 
different and 
elevated and at one bus 
line will carry fair from as 
many different sections of midtown 
Manhattan to the grounds for 5c. 
This became known when out-of- 
towners in New York encountered 
difficulty in getting directly to the 
expo without considerable 


subway 
least 
visitors 


lines 


i¢ 
site 


travel and added hoofing. Only al- 
ternative was use of Long Island 


trains from the Pennsylvania station 
at 40c roundtrip (this later is to be 
made 20c, it is reported). 

Not only will the jitney fare carry 
the bulk of patrons to the 1939 fair 


| but most of lines are promising 25- | 
Times 


from 
IRT-BMT and 
already are 
new stations 


30-minute service 
Square Both the 
Independent 
rushing 


System 
improvements, 


or extensions to provide this serv- | 


ice. At present, users of the former | 
have to get off at a station (111th 
St.) nearly a mile away from the | 


| grounds while the Independent line 


will not hit the site until an ex- 
tension is constructed from the Kew 
Gardens stop on its present Queens- 
Jamaica express line. 

The 5c busses, now operating over 
the Triboro bridge and connecting 


| with hotel district of Manhattan via 
Lexington Avenue, undoubtedly will | 
run on out to the Fair site over 
Grand Central Parkway extension, 
as was done for the preview. Long 
Island Railroad probably will fur- 
nish 12-minute service to the ex-| 


time the Fair is oven. 


Following preview showing and | 
festivities, New York World’s Fair 
announced the grounds would be 


closed to the public excepting on 
Saturdays, Sundavs and holidays, ef- 
|fective Monday (9). New rule will 
continue in force vntil the exposi- 
tion opens in April, 1939. 

Though the exact fee has not been 
set, admission which: will be charged 
ito enter the New York fair grounds 
probably will be 10c. Automobiles 
|may be permitted inside later, with 
50c. per motor car as the likely 
charge. 


|fair will be open 


visitors will be 
personally 
{guides in 


to public gaze 
taken through on 
conducted tours 
charge, Similar policy 
was followed by Chicago's fair in 
|} advance of formal opening, 
| Fair officials claim that some such 
| regulation is essential, not only to 
| safeguard those visiting the grounds, 
| but also to sneed construction activi- 
| ties, Executives is charge say that 
|every bit of time is needed to push 
ithe exovosition’s building program 
since 500,000 tons of bu'‘lding ma- 
terial have yet to be handled. 
Insurance companies, contractors 





/on rush jobs, and labor interests also | 


i have insisted that curiosity seekers 
be kept out of the way. Take at the 
gate is expected to about compensate 
{for additional policemen, 

ticket sellers and takers 

once the bars have been 


needed 
put up. 


John J. Sullivan, the fair’s director | 


|of safety, already has added 50 men 


| program into effect. 





Barnes Trick in Oregon 
plecnensniss 

Los Angeles. May 3. 
Barnes and Sells-Floto 


Al G. 


| 
Attraction 


and folk | 


| ventures. 


| man, 


/ three brothers. 
Selwyn theatre and made many im-| 


| brothers 


per head during the, 


| 
| 
| On the two days weekly that the ter, all of California, and two other | 


with | 


guides. | 


cir- 
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OBITUARIES 


MICHAEL SELWYN | 
Michael Selwyn, 66, died in a 


private hospital 
N. Y., April 26. 
and was a half brother of Edgar and 
Arch Selwyn and had been asso- 
ciated with them in a number of 

He is credited by Adam 
then of Kessel & Bau- 
originators of Keystone com- 
edies, with having suggested Charles 
Chaplin as a film find. At the time 
Selwyn was stage manager at Ham- 
merstein’s Victoria, and he was so 
impressed with Chaplin’s  panto- 
mime in the Fred Karno troupe that 
he urged the film man to 
him. 

Following service with Hammer- 
stein, he became interested, in 1912, 
in Selwyn & Co., formed by the 
They operated 


Kessel, 


engage 


portant productions, The company 
was dissolved in 1924, the other 
going to Hollywood, but 
Michael remained in New York and 
stuck to the theatre end. 
In addition to his brothers he is 
survived by two sisters. 
JACK INGLIS 
Jack Inglis, 56, vaudeville com- 
edian, died April 25 in New York, 


| following a long illness. 


He had been on the vaudeville 
stage for more than 30 years, his 
trademark being penchant for tear- 
ing up straw hats. He had been in 
poor health for the past six years, 
and two years ago both legs were 
ampuiated. In spite of this he had 
appeared at numerous benefits, 
working in a wheeled chair. 

His body was held for five days at 
Bellevue hospital, awaiting action by 
the family. Then the NVA arranged 


Akron, O., burlesque producers, died 


April 22 at his home in Los Angeles, | 
death he} 
Theatrical | 


Cal. At the time of his 

was head of the Brill 

Booking Agency there, 
Mr. Brill lived more than 25 years 


in Akron, O., where he sponsored | with 


stock burlesque at both the old) 
Grand and Miles-Royal theatres, 
which he leased for several years. 


He also operated a stock burlesque 


house at Canton, O., for some time. | 


His widow, four sons and a daugh- 


daughters living in 
vive, 


Cleveland, sur- 
Burial was in Los Angeles, 
FRANK F,. TURLEY 
Frank F. Turley, 65, former circus 
‘clown, and for years a familiar figure 
at middlewest county fairs, died 
| April 25 at Columbus, O., a few 
hours after he was stricken ill on the 
street there. 
For more than 20 years he traveled 
to county fairs ‘rubing it.” He was 





on speaking terms with almost every | 
| sheriff and deputy in Ohio and al-| 


| ways attended their group meetings, 
volunteering his services as a clown 
for sundry entertainments. 

Only known survivor is a brother, 
George F. Turley, of Winston-Salem, 
N. C. 


MAUDE HALL MACY 


Mrs. Maude Hall Macy, 67, wife | 
of Carlton Macy, and herself well | 


| May 2 at Liberty, N. Y. She was a 


native of New Orleans. 

Her first appearance on the stage 
| was in New York in ‘Niobe’ more 
ithan 40 years ago. She later was 
lunder the management of Charles 
| Frohman and appeared in various 
plays for him, including ‘Sowing the 
Wind, ‘L’Aiglon,’ and ‘Sappho,’ and 


the fair grounds by 8 o’clock.- Fair Medford. Ore., May il, after six and) had leads in several stock companies. 


buildings shuttered by 
p.m., and the increasing throng was 
informed 
ing, the 


were 


General Motors motorized 


circus, which was especially re-| tour. 
routed to be on hand for the pre-| 
view, Already had played before | Mrs. Susan FE. Horan, mother of 
5,000,000 before coming to the N. Y.| peasy Anne Horan, dancer, and 
Bai worry 5 ir ie area ! 
- siohengy } } . |niece of John Graham O'Hagan, old 
Program arranged by the legiti- New York Dispatch drama _ critic 
ch ite theatre, as a salute to the New | and writer for the Clipper, died in 
York Fair, plus the open air acts! new york April 23 
ind outdoor display, is scheduled to Te 
4 ‘ + » Pe | vle YX M } 
met at size 0 CLOCK next Sund ’y ° or oral 
; - | Wife of Gene O'Fallon, owner and 
tot 7 } e nom a ‘ 
: * erator of EL anver, died of ¢ 
Sunday attendance topped that of | OPET3to! ( KFEL, Denver, died of a 


> previous 


» two dates running between 800,- 
090 and 1.990.000. Crush became so 
terrifie late Sunday afternoon that 


of the sole show operat- | 


lay, with estimates for 


7:30 | one-half weeks in California, 

winds up its 
seventh week at Eugene, Ore., it will 
have traveled 2,362 miles of the 1938 


When the tent outtit 


| cancer in that city, April 29, 
| 

= _ 

| 
| 


daughter of Frank L 


and 


Marie Louise Patricia Wakefield, 7 


Survived by her widower and a 
sister, 
WESBERY GALVIN 

Wesbery Galvin, 33, engineer-op- 
erator of WCKY, Cincinnati, since 
1929, and a nephew of L. B. Wilson, 
president of the station, died April 
26 from carbon monoxide gas poison- 
ing. His body was found in the rear 
seat of his car. Five of his associates 
served as pallbearers. 

The siation observed a minute of 
silence in his memory the afternoon 
of the funeral, April 238, following 


the reading of a brief tribute to him. | 


CHARLES STANTON 


: Charles Stanton, 43, head of Atlan- 
Leah | tic 


Film Co., 


Pittsburgh, producers 


able staging transportation pageauts. | police officials barred any more from | Wakeiield, died in Brooklyn April 15., of industrial pictures and_ trailers, 


in New Rochelle, | 
He was born Simon, | 


| Hal 


the | 


| 


day at 


for a funeral and interment § in 
Kensico. 
His widow and five children sur- 
vive. 
| esrecemesenemaens 
CHARLES W. BRILL 
Charles W. Brill, 64, dean of | 





died at the Magee hospital there, 
April 28, after a lingering illness, 

He was stricken with a streptococci 
infection of the blood stream last 
winter and his 1ife was despaired of 
at that time, but he revived and ap- 
parently was on the road to recovery 
when a heart atiack set him back 
just a few days before his death. He 
leaves a widow and two daughters. 
Burial was in Pittsburgh. 


BELFORD FORREST 
Belford Forrest, 60, 
wright, died May 1 in 
after a long illness. 
One of the first comics signed by 
Roach in the silent bathing 
beauty days, he later turned to stage 
writing. Initial effom was ‘Lost 
Sheep,’ which was on Broadway in 


actor-play- 


Holly wood 


1930. Followed this with ‘On the 
Third Day,’ and most recent piece 
of playwrighting was ‘Sing Sweet 


Angels, whichis set for Broadway 
this fall, after Pasadena Playhouse 
break-in last November. 

Leaves a widow and son. 


HERMAN PHILLIPS 

Herman Phillips, 55, Australian 
amusement manager, died there last 
week. 

Born in Spokane, he went to the 
antipodes to associate himself with 
the late J. D. Williams. Later, ina 
conjunction with his brother, Leon, 
he built the Capitol theatre, Mel- 


bourne, now under lease to Para- 
mount, 
His greater success was attained 


through his management of amuse- 
ment parks in Melbourne, Sydney 
and St. Kilda. 
LOUIS LAMBERMONT 

Louis Lambermont, 48, died in 
Glendale, Calif., April 30, following 
a heart attack suffered earlier in the 
Republic studio, where for 
four years he had been attached to 
‘he property department. He is sur- 
vived by his mother. 

Deceased had been connected with 
Hollywood film lots for more than 20 
years. 


JOHN EMERSON LYNN 

John Emerson Lynn, 61, former 
vaudeville actor and legit producer, 
died in Warrensburg, N. Y., May 2. 
his widow, Clara Emerson 
Lynn, he was in vaude as Jack and 
Emma Lynn, Later forming the 
Jack Lynn Stock Co., he toured most 
of the eastern states for years. 
|} Lynn retired to Warrensburg 
about 15 years ago. 
MURRAY BROWNE 
Murray Browne, 37, dance teach- 
|er and director, died of heart failure 
lin Chicago May 2. Started as a 
chorus boy and graduated to instruce 
tor with the Ned Wayburn school, 
later coming to Chicago to open his 
own studio and produce own chorus 
lines. 

Widow and child 
in Chicago. 


survive. Burial 


CHARLES SAXTON 
Charles Saxton, 61, one of the 
founders of Musicians Local, 77, in 
Philadelphia, died Saturday (30) in 
‘the Presbyterian Hospital in that 


ctiy. 
Saxton was a trombonist. H¢ 
|played with numerous well-known 


jbands.and for the past few years 
| was assistant secretary of the Local. 
LEWIS H. SOBUL 

Lewis H. Sobul, 39, nitery operator 
and owner of Turf club, died April 
27 in Cleveland, O., from heart trou- 
ble. Formerly ran Willowick Coun- 
try club and several other nite spots. 
Survived by widow, Mrs. Jerry S9- 
bul, three brothers and two sisters 

JOSEPH 8S. VOGELSANG 

Joseph S, Vogelsang, 53, for years 
a featured musician in Los Angeles 
‘heatre orchs and with Los Angeles 


| Symphony, died there April 29, f9l- 
|lowing a heart attack. 
j aaa 
AMBROSE E. GRANDPRE 
Ambrose E. Grandpre, 53, arcni- 


tect, died in Chicago April 24. He 
built the State-Lake, Woods, United 
Artists, Harris and Selwyn theatres. 
FRANKLIN WHYTE 
Franklin Whyte, 81, for 50 years 8 
vocal instructor of “pera, concer! anid 
church singers, died April 24 in Los 
Angeles, 
CHARLES STEWART 
Charles Stewart, 53, 
treasurer of the Central 
ing System, died May 2 


Neb. 
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‘The Biz —'| Income Tax Evaders in Ringling 
- Washington, May 3. | 
men Taster Wats Creer (Bony, Heh thas for s ieny | en gf aetna er Matter to Be Sentenced May 9 


show click? One listener wrote last 
; week—‘Can’t you move the Booby | 
Hatch a half-hour one way or the 


Editor, VARIETY: 


This will acknowledge your letter 
regarding Robert Taylor and his 


pedestrian approached NBC an- |! 
nouncer Lee Everett, who was | j 
waiting for the Tim McCoy || ~~””—~—CSC—C ane | 




















. ; |other so it won't conflict with Al | arade, to give him a hot ti ’ - . 
former connection with KMMJ. ah s A p g : lieu p Barnett S Offbeat John M. Kelley, former general 
. ; : | Jolson—I have a errible time tuning | that the show had been rerouted . el for Ringling Bros.-Bar " 
I believe I am correct in saying j..4 ; ‘ | , da counsel for Ringling Bros.-Barnum & { 
ack and forth to keep up with both | down another Washington Bailey Circus. wh it : 
, bert Taylor worked for us , | ware alley Circus, who with two former { 
that Rober ay programs! thoroughfare. Federal t icted last 
“hr'strmes ee. : ; ‘ oT hast Liver ay : deral agents were convicted las F 
during the oe Te and Chr-stmas | This and That’—a_ wide-awake | Everett—on hand to ballyhoo East Liverpool, O., May 3. Genk of yd att ih Thermal ; 
vacations of 1930 and 1931. He was | chatter program is heard three times the wild westerners—showed Business of the Barnett Bros. Cir- on circus in i > ried re Bie om "a } 
one of three men going to Doane | weekly, a half-hour show, \‘ith Anne his appreciation with a handful cus during the first month of its ont ggadeon Sipcagaoae rg sar ma a "aa 
College in Crete, Neb, As you know, | punne and Jimmy Barber directing of passes to the rough-riding 1938 tour has been on an average >i weaker Feder 7 ieiees M mead 
ac Hi "110 7 . - Rie . -— INCW TK eaers ‘ ve f rray 
his real name was Arlington Brugh, | chatter on everything under the sun event. Informer turned out to of more than 950°, off as compared th . ; ‘7 Ith vaio } py apse 
who played the cello, and the other | tg our feminine audience. be advance-man for Ringling with last season, with practically the paatagghe A or a m ee ee 
two young men were Gerhart Wiebe, ‘The Word Bout’—now in its fourth Bros. same territory and towns played. |“ oe aggregating 150 years and fines 
violinist, and Russell Gibson, pian-| week on our station, anticipated ee ee eT ee Hulbust’ will ¢ * oe 
jst. They had formed a very fine | CBS’ ‘Word Gime’ by several weeks | here ne a ae rc a me wary 
instrumental trio, but their main act | —was the creation of our production GARDEN’S OWN PROD Switching back into the Pitts-]|' — a or aye they e" hw n 
consisted of a vocal trio, which for department, is gaining momentum | . burgh area from here the how has : a especialy im regare . = 
‘ . orme rove 7 agents 
those days, was mighty snappy. They | every week and competes” success- W Se ee ee The d neta ye ng 1 1 
é ‘ . ‘ dat : acutihes ie defendant: ‘re . nder 
were known on the air as ‘The Fly | fu'ly with network shows heard on | E H \) IN 1939 dustrial towns. Contracting is being four indict sre "t none th a i 
Swatters,’ for we used them in ad- | other stations at the same time. a done with caution, with the advance ‘osm ae +9 pti a ee 
vertising a barnyard fly spray. A The Big Show is a different ‘kid’ | ; ae __ | only ten days ahead and a switch in o = eget Pe age the a. 
big feature of their two 15-minute | program, written and produced by | Madison Square Garden, N.Y., | territory can be made overnight, “ame ne , a. rn two which 
i é , nf < : . canal = charged the defendants w aiding 
programs daily were parodies that | Anne Dunne—using children of from | corporation plans entering the pro- xeculives said . a ween ee 


they asked the listeners to send in, 
putting fly spray words to cid tunes. 


: : . ; : is e cerning, the estate of the late Charles 
The boys were excepcionally popu- |‘Let’s have a show.’ Interest is aS |the summer of next year, at the , it to ait Ringling. Besides Kelley. the other 
lar as an act, and while they were | much adult as juvenile. ai height of the World's Fair. Garden defendants are Nathaniel F. Rabner 
all fine, clean-cut young fellows, enue tenue —— ~ a ane has been interested in a number of Haag Bros. Name Use and Charles D. M. Greer, both of 
Robert Taylor was outstanding in | Henry — Bente ts ale wd fhe attractions booked, particularly ice Washington, D. C. 
his appearance and had a splendid | America’s Hours of estiny, @S | carnivals, but did not put coin into The Government char-«4 that the 
personality. We paid the act of broadcast originally on WNYC the production end on its own. Nashville, May 3. gross income of the circus partner- 
ree , o> ow ic wonice | Ambitious for small station presenta- : ‘ : ; oa ease - i 
three men $100 per week. His voice ree ~tartitgy Deesnoeneg es drawn | Costuming and scenic effects will Suit for $20,000 damages and an Ship between 1918 and 1932 had been tt 
for solo was not good, but in the si ab eaaeeie inquiries as to whether they | feature the Garden’s summer ice injunction to prevent the Haag $93,456,889 against which the Ring- if 
oo = oS a ’ were transcribed or chain or gina- | sessions and plan calls for changing | Brothers from using the name of /!N8S were entitled to deductions of 
taylor, or Doc Brugh, = we knew tions! wigs the show every two weeks. Usually | Haag Bros. Circus or Haag Circus $42,667,197, leaving a taxable income i 
a ee ee That doesn't begin to tell the story 'the Garden is closed during the | was filed in U. S. district court here | Of $10,789,691. Payments had been H 
“ se he seemed to ce tha “uy el —we've got lots more ideas where summer. by Mrs. Helen Haag Hays of Mari- em on only $4,324,426 for this pe- \ 
16oug yr car very little a if : ¥e ‘ P Me . avec re . riod, 
ones SO OF Care Fe ene aot | those came from and they're being | ——_—_____——- janna, Fla. Mrs. Hays, operator of | "' ile i 
whether or not they were attracted put into production just as fast as lthe ‘Mighty Haag Shows,’ charges | elleys involvement appears to 
to him, and seemed to prefer being sanitishe . L nchbur Sa S ‘Unele’ ‘that the shows were organized by | have been based on the seizure by ; 
' ; » ‘ x _ » . | > hao : i a r 
arcund with the fellows. He played Noes that sound like KGVO was y g y her father about 40 years ago and mage men of his correspondence 
a lot of golf, etc. . entirely dependent on the chain or | fom acquired a ‘standing of elegance’ in | “les and nga letters indicating 
‘ours soe ith saving . ; ‘ waned ' hinh | tak pr sals, 2 ig- f 
; “a a iS - wate aele transcriptions for good programs? In | Lynchburg, May 3. | Performance and equipment which es pti as ule arco ane Ring 
Y ce ‘ > a¢ "CO } ¢ y 1 . } ° . | : woe om *tene .¢ " +r ings 4 ate ic als t 
n “_e he ays _ ." a Reserve hike 7 " our listener mail you'll find locally | After plastering the town with lithos | helped it develop a ‘vast trade ter- eodienuad . eg € ; a 4 — al: tf) 
Scat ayer age bo a . ly oda | produced programs listed right along | announcing it would show outside | Titory’ in the southeastern states. that ties Prop ‘tes f ah ~ 1 i 
v4 7a “eccer’ "o - yirle : “ ‘ * < > c 2 s . > 
“os ae a tina vice se z . ee * | with national programs as favorites. |the City, Charles Sparks’ Downie The brothers, Roy D. Haag of La- | 4:4 ek te altar te te at a te 
“ey igh tt ee Pa “le yi ti Are we wide-awake? If were not | Brothers Circus switched to the city- | fayette, Tenn., and Henry H. Haag of his actions were jie the benefit a 
I parr sey a peg as we're certainly having a nightmare | owned Fair Grounds 24 hours before | Illinois, were charged with having the show’s owne r - 4 
c 2 . oY P . ’ . “AQ ‘ : Ss ES. 
aves et a + ' pet very li she of hard work in producing vital pro- | performance time. sent out a show last year under the At one time Kelley told Charles : 
ye rsona ; s, Bm ry tie - , . “¢ P ne 7 P “: 2 4: d ; fh 
eaten . bili grams for the radio audience of City had held out for a $150 rate, | ‘Haag Bros. Circus’ title and the suit | Ringling that if he were given $65,000 3 
, —- Western Montana! : ; . pallet ty a8 a ms s en pnts ins ae g i 0 y 
I recall especially that on the hot- y TY wi sntrat the | °” top of usual license charge, but ocnaes thet ew SEVerSKoOENRnE he could settle a $100,000 Govern- ; 
. If Variety will concentrate on the ee i uf have led -onfus " blic’s ‘ ! 
icah dete ob mamas wank Guan é : he . when Sparks insisted he was going | have led to confusion in the puDlic’s | ment claim. The Ringling brother 
est days of summer when every one | ‘wide-Awake’s’— give THEM  pub- mind. . 


else was having trouble with per- 
spiration and clothing getting sciled, 


‘eight to 12 years of age in a radio 
re-creation of the passion of all kids | 


licity instead of the ‘Sound-Asleep’s’ 


| maybe the latter would wake up and 


duction end of the business by stag- 
ing elaborate ice shows there during 





out-of-town, Council ordered the rate 


reduced. City Manager R. W. B. 


and counselling a false report both 
as to the corporation and also con- 


| didn’t like the idea, saying the Gov- 


ernment should get what was due. 








a pA ai Re an tet 


ua Hart declined to say what the final Th: : , soahin . ‘ 
etc., he always appeared iike he had try to catch up with the former. as . That was a verbal proposal, but 
just stepped out of a bandbux, and Thanks for listening. ee eng a report d it was “sate | Haag-Harris Clem Rinzling wrote the lawyer setting 
always looked fresh and elean. A. J. Mosby, | Seaciesy we om. pe forth the same ideas over his sig- 
He still corresponds with many of Mgr. Radio Station KGVO. i Tae. —— nature. It was such letters that 


us here at KMMJ and when he was Bellaire, O., May 3. 


back 








(proved the intention of ‘fixing’ and 


Can’t Guarantee Cole 


in Nebraska on a visit about Actors’ Church's Fine Work J. Marsh Brydon, ahead of the brought about the indictment of tax } 

& vear ago spent a good deal of time New York, April 27. Indianapolis, May 3. Great Harris circus, formerly the, officers, several of whom were also 

with old friends from here. ... Editor, VARIETY: City still has ‘blue law’ which Dan Rice show, was surprised by convicted. 
If there is any part of this you We appreciate the publicity which prohibits the performance on Sun- | several employees of the Haag Bros. | In 1932 John Ringling apparently 
¢an use to make a story, I am sure|you have given to the Actors’ |day of light entertainment, includ- | circus here and was se\ erely beaten under pressure by Federal investi- 


he would not object. 
KMMJ Incorporated, 

nmandall Nyan, 

General 


Kitchen and Lounge in the past. If 
this is of sufficient news value to 
your readers, we would be very glad 


gators disclosed the manner in which 
many items charged off on income 
tax returns and virtually verified the 


ing movies, circuses and dances, ac- 
cording to the Safety Board. 
Law was brought to light when 


when advance forces of the 
shows fought it out here. 


Brydon, it is reported, 


two | 


suffered 











Manager. ave a D: rj - : - ‘ Bs | Government's claim to hundreds of 

g | to have a part of the sear tat sen Orphans’ Home president asked Ed | head and body injuries. He was enticaain  Setied on nin 

|tences included in the forthcoming Fillion, Board member, if Cole Bros. | trapped in a phone booth by the eas "Siena ; “ged . : BP ! 

‘You Don’t Mean Us.” | issue: Haag show crew, which demolished | (°°; ™ SES PSCPS Supularec 


Circus appearance could be guaran- 


Actors’ Kitchen and Lounge, 233 ule ie 
teed so the organization could sell 


Missoula, Mont. April 27. the booth and resorted to other | tht they would accept a settlement 


























Sdiser. Vanauer, West 48th Street. which is under tickets _ property destruction in administer | A82in& Sakon Rea Bg with 
Memee editesiilined dated the the auspices of the Union aged PT could | 28 a beating to Brydon. Several poorer) a ” pt = _ 
‘Don't-Wake-Us-Us’ stations, and we | odist Episcopal Church, has dust et +“ pre P | au y we Bygpoore arrests were made after the fracas. rt sod baad Pr tat a 

cand neon toe i -smainghe a in| celebrated its third anniversary, § op - ~ a or Ds p “ |Trouble started, it was said, after dg oe Riso ne a ar- 

that the bovs who are wide-awake | having served 190,008 dinners. a pgee oa M - ing “wed -" = ae | Brydon and his crew resorted to un- the Phe rr : pie per . pfcy 

have such a hard time getting any Dudley Digges of ‘On Borrowed past, stood oe 7 pase with- | fair opposition tactics. The Harris “Kelle wade a oa ea? a bp . fo f 

recognition for showmanship, pr Neend Time’ was one of the guests of | out Sunday licenses, with no crew had been making it tough for} 7 of é ’ sheengsaio: 9 —_ y v 

building, writing, producing and honor at the third anniversary squawks registered as yet by | the faag show two or three Gays) sed Preece Anny wrote a 

casting!’ Are we so far west that| dinner. A four-course home-cooked (citizens. | ahead of its playdate. nes te a 4 poten Page pub- 

: New York can’t see us? dinner is served every evening In- | Sa om ee oy . a Psp - “ ys ay ae _ 

1 Have we got showmanship? Well. cluding Sunday from 5:30 to 7:30 oa Bales 20 Pad rence 7 

, we thik so! During the recent for 35c. Unemployed actors and e e e im aah” eee ae = : : 7 mn 

. serious fiood at Saltese Montana nesresses wait upon the tables, = Rin In m1 amum al e S Ri 3] f Broth : i 1 and 
when the little manioln coanmnuanity a limited number of free dinners is 9 ng ingling Brothers (John and 

* Was threatened with inundation,| 8'ven to deserving professionals. Charles) alone kept them from testi- 

: when the only news was vagu: | The Rev. C. Everett Wagner has + deo Tl yd trial. Pie ga Fuchs, 

| [Rann GUMS | sunt complied 10 ens mie More Trouble Ahead Over AFA: "sce 
and our chief engineer struck out at of the church. During his ministry re pote ot 1 eo Ariba ress sr pie 
one o'clock in the morning, drove | the following services have been reg meth eros ag vy testifying for 
over well-nigh impassable roads, | extended to members of the actors’ | oak a ” . 

- shaky bridges, and through r iling | profession: The Actors’ Lounge | : . 7 : is ee ee 

it flood waters with a_short-wave| Was opened in September. 1929.| Up to the time the Ringling, Bar- | have been refused burial because | pe 

. transmitter to bring an authoritative | The Actors Kitchen and Lounge num and Bailey circus pulled out of slightly behind in the payment of McCoy Ducking 

a and an optimistic resume of flood | began in April, 1935: the Actors’) Madison Square Garden, N.Y., Sat- dues . 

Ss conditions in Montana. | Clothing Bureau in February, 1936. urday night (30), a fresh dispute Back stage agitation last week wa: : ' 

i Now, what about production? Union organizations have used the with the American Federation of also reported with organizers for . Canton, O.. May 3 
Production at KGVO is supervised church for their meeting places in| Actors, which called a sirike early AFA, who are said to have told Original contracted route of the 
by Jimmy Barber, with 10 years of the past five years. Was started in the engagement, had not been ad- handlers of horses they should com- "Pew Col. Tim McCoy Wild West, 
r tio production of all types behind in 1933. justed. Union asked that the man-' mand extra pay if participating in| ¥ hich launched its road tour at Co- 
him Assisting in the production de- C. Everett Wagner. agement collect dues for AFA while flat and chariot races. lumbus, April 25, has again been al- 
Partme..t are Anne Dunne, Evelyn | ——_— aa an on the road. with the front of the Union is said to have demanded tered in Ohio, and both this city and 
a ap Acai Maa K R d R d house advised not to so act. that Frank Buck join with the ani- nearby Massillen, contracted for Fri- 
Qualified writers and producers. m ¢. 0 e€0 e Sol. A. Rosenblatt, former NRA mal man replying he is not an actor Gay, May 20, have been cancelled nd 

What are they producing? Variety ee code administrator. was called in for’! and cannot be forced into AFA. Mansfield substituted for the date 
Complains of a dearth of locally pro- - : a legal opinion and Mrs. Anna Ro- Buck lectures on Gargantua the go- Reason for the switch, it is under- 
duced comedy. variety and dramatic ’ rigpe Orleans. pone 3. senberg. asain n of the ocial se- rilla and will have charge of the tood, was that the new show figured 
shows. KGVO’'s most ambitious pro- Cowboys and other performers hae cusite toard in Mow York. © siso | menagerie on tour. the Cole Bros. outfit would ve it 
duction is ‘Dude Ranch’—a dramatic the auger — iene Arde = resent as mediator. Trouble arose John Ringling North, new head of t00 Much opposition, thi 1OW have 
Musical show that’s a natural for Knights of Columbus here _ ok over tet th ps ae rmers who were not the Ringling outfit claimed the #98 been contracted here for the day 
Northwest origination—a cast of 12.; the management April 29, after over the ] . , aed » tha , rback ;, previous the McCoy date 
Wester cic -ecter try rest. | threatening to strike on the grounds mixed up in the st ke O are net m namuen fo the razorbac 4 nd} ! , y Ga 

n music, western poetry, we , ; se inclined to pav ques Those people. hustlers is higher then nearly all 
ern humor. with a serious dramatic their salaries had not been paid. ans Sg i fT e the position trades unio1 have for unskiller 
plot. Script and production are by The strike was averted after Ed- _ po a ei as : ieee ia Strike Tike ee waietcnohens CIRCUS ROUTES 
Jimmy Barber—and the show, now | ward A. Winter, grand knight of the [03% ine oni ne ee ve rene 400 pilioenigg ee aie We ace: ee ; 
in its fourth month. one hour weekly. organization. agreed to pay the per- them and tha u ey can see no reason 2% people dn a joe Nace cule Week of May 4 
draws nothing but most favorable formers their salaries with the first why they sh la become aes ed i gd > app es to 900 and young barnes-Sells-Flote 
comment from KGVO’'s listening money taken in at the gate and to trikes by the F end of the or- North sa - ‘ ( inete ' _ : hte 
audience. Another major production | split the proceeds that ave left ove! ganization. The ey apap tage be pt easks ” vit ded $i. a : } ‘ . 
is ‘The Booby Hatch'—comedy show Meanwhile, ‘Shorty’ Ricker, champ | ligation reported he n c N Ger canvas une cale til b, pe tingling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey 
Which drew a full page w riteun in. bulidogger; Louis Tindall, fancy death of members leaving no estate. dey or $5,600 weekl: Stated that 
@ recent Radio “tuide—a hilarious roper. and Jimmy Nesbitt, clown, One stich deceased, » member of the when egot ation st ried th the Robbins Bros, 
Satire on radio drama—the Last are serving as a committee to man- Wallenda troupe, who suicided in’ union last year the boost askee ; 
Nighter takes the listeners to the age the show. ; Sarasota last winter, is claimed te $ cents per day. P j j 14 
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Wednesday, May 4, 1938 
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Congratulations 
Everybody! 


CLARK GABLE 
MYRNA LOY 
SPENCER TRACY 
f/ 6©/ in Victor Fleming's Produc- 
yo tion of “TEST PILOT” with 
Lionel Barrymore + Screen 















Every Post-Office in America / Play by Vincent Lawrence 

is displaying this “Test Pilot” y, and Waldemar Young 

placard. Just one of hundreds of inary Potion yd — 

? ead * virecte y Victor 

big stunts arranged by M-G-M. : Fleming + Produced by 
\\, Louis D. Lighton, 





NATIONAL |’ / an 


AIR MAIL 
WEEK 


We are cooperating to help make 
National Air Mail Week a Success. 












= TEST PILOT 


MAY 15-21 
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it go till every man, woman and child 
has come to your show shop! 


EXTENDED RUN SENSATION! 
“TEST PILOT’ HOLD-OVERS CLICK! 


~ 








New York, N. Y. Capitol 4th week (Day & Date in Boston and Los Angeles) Richmond, Va. —__Loew’s Two weeks 
Indianapolis, Ind. Palace Two weeks Boston, Mass. State Two weeks Portland, Ore. United Artists 2nd week 
Kansas City, Mo. Midland Two weeks Boston, Mass. Orpheum Two weeks Seattle, Wash. Paramount 2nd week 
Louisville, Ky. Loew's Two weeks Los Angeles, Cal. State Two weeks San Francisco, Cal. Warfield 2nd week 
St. Louis, Mo. Loew’s Two weeks Los Angeles, Cal. Chinese Two weeks Cincinnati, Ohio Albee Two weeks 
Atlanta, Ga. Grand Two weeks Wilmington, Del. Loew’s Two weeks Detroit, Mich. United Artists Two weeks 
Houston, Texas State Two weeks Reading, Pa. Colonial Two weeks Buffalo, N. Y. Great Lakes Two weeks 
Nashville, Tenn. Vendome Two weeks Chicago, Ill. United Artists Two weeks Worcester, Mass. Poli Two weeks 
New Orleans, La. Strate Two weeks Baltimore, Md. Century Two weeks Dallas, Texas PalacetoTowerTwo weeks 
Columbus, Ohio Ohvo Two weeks Harrisburg, Pa. Regent Two weeks Hartford, Conn. Poli Two weeks 
Syracuse, N. Y. State Two weeks Rochester, N. Y. Loew’s Two weeks Galveston, Texas Martini Extended 
Providence, R. 1. Loew's Two weeks Dayton, Ohio Loew's Two weeks Miami Beach, Fla. Sheridan Extended 


“The Sky’s the Limit!” 
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